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|NEW_SOUTH WALES

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

| QUEENSLAND

MEETINGS AND REDNIONS

REUNICN FRIDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 1986
TIME: 6PM

REUNION FRIDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 1986
TIME: 6.30PM

THURSDAY 20TH NOVEMBER 1986
TIME: 2.30PM

TUESDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 1986
TIME: ©5PM

WEDNESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 1986
TIME: 12 NOON

4TH FLOOR CONFERENCE
ROOM, OTC HOUSE,
32 MARTIN PLACE, SYDNEY

3RD FLOOR, BOARD ROOM
OTC HOUSE, 382 LONSDALE
STREET, MELBOURNE

HOME OF BRAX HORROCKS
7 MIEGUNYAH AVENUE,
UNLEY PARK, 5061

OIC OFFICE,
22 ST. GECRGES TERRACE,
PERTH

VIB COASTAL RADIO,
CABOOLTURE

(Transport leaves
Brisbane Office at llam)

INTERSTATE MEMBERS AND VISITORS WILL BE WELCOMED
AT THESE FUNCTICNS, BUT PRICR ADVICE OF INTENTION
TO ATTEND WOULD BE APPRECIATED BY THE ORGANISERS,
NOT ONLY FOR CATERING PURPOSES, BUT TO GET

CONFIRMATION OF TIMES AND VENUES.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH OF THE O.T.V.A

We held our winter meeting at the Roval Hotel, Kent Town on the afternoon of
May 22nd,

Those present were Bert Dudley, Hugh Tavlor, Keith Parker, Dennis Maher, Fred
Reeve, Geoff Cox, Ken Springbett, Ken Collett & Brax Horrocks.

Dennis Maher, a new member, who has just retired from Coastal Radio, McLaren
Vale was welcomed by President Rrax Horrocks.

Apologies for absence were received from Eric Symes, Ron Ward, Claud Whitford,
Max Lang and Cliff Birks. Cliff said he was well enough to attend but both
his sight and hearing are now too poor.

As sadly previously advised, we lost two of our members, Charles Smith and Les
Reynolds, since our last meeting. We shall miss them both.

Messages conveying fraternal greetings were received from George Malthy, Alan
Arndt, Charles Carthew, Brian Morrell, Bruce Sutherland and Pat Svkes. We had
hoped that George and Alan would be able to come to this meeting, but now hope
they will be able to find time to come to our Christmas gathering.

Fred Reeve very kindly brought a video of the laying of the Angzcan cable which
we found most interesting. Fred also carried his heavy TV set up the steep
stairs to our meeting room. Good fellow, Fred!

Brax Horrocks and Bert Dudley were re-elected as President and Secretary
respectively for the coming vear,

Our Christmas meeting will be held on the afternoon on the THIRD Thursday in
November, the 20th, at the home of Brax Horrocks at Unley Park, commencing at
2. 30pm.

GUYE RUBSELL, Secretary of the 0.T.V.A. Victorian Branch, advises of the
passing of two of our members down south.

GECRGE MAGNUS died May 17th, 1986

He joined A.W.A. in 1932, and was with O.T.C.A. until his retirement due to
i1l health in 1974,

He saw gervice with the R.AA.F. a2 a member of air crew and later Radio
Intelligence. FHe was promoted to the rank of Pilot Officer in 1945 and

eventually becare a Flight Lieutenant, serving a period of 64/ years in
all.

JIM TAYLOR died January lith, 1986
Jim doined the P.M.G. in 1917, transferring to the Beam Service in 1927. He

T G.
wag in O.T.C.A. in 1946 where he remained until he retired. He was 83 vears
of age.
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GIVING CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE

As usual I have been inundated with material for the NEWSLEITER which I
greatly appreciate and wish to have still incoming. Because of the gigantic
task it gives to those people of O.T.C.A, who are charged with its preparation
for printing and publishing, I have been requested to have the copy in by the
end of September.

Por material which appears in this edition, I would like to thank:

Ellis Smellie Harold Le (uesne
Brax Horrocks Gordon Cupit
Jim Banks Charles Carthew
Alan Arndt Michel Forand
Guye Russell Toni Condon
Denis Chambers Wilf Atkin

and for material I have received but am forced to hold over until the next
edition, T wish to thank:

Borrie Brown RBrax Horrocks
Hugh Taylor Charles Carthew
Phil Chapman

Tn all fairness to the 0.T.C.A., there is a limit to how much they can handle
and still get the NEWSLEITER out in time for notification of the
End-of -the-Year reunions.

Also (and this is not a complaint because I enjoy doing it), only days after I
have put this paby to bed, I begin editing material for the next one.

Thank you for the contributions which help to maintain our NEWSLETTER at a
pretty good standard.

kkkdkdkkkikk

VALE

Brax Horrocks, President of the South Australia branch of 0.T.V.A., advises
the logss of another of their members, C.F.J. Smith, who died in January.

CHARLIE SMITH joined the E.E. Telegraph Co. in Adelaide in 1920 as a
probationer operator. At that time his father was Assistant Divisional
Manager of the Company in Australia having transferred from the eastern
Telegraph Co. in 1907.

On becoming an operator Charles served several years in Adelaide under Manager
A.B. Scottowe, and Electrician J.E. Mercer, then was transferred to Darwin for
a two year term. Towards the end of his time there, Professor Archie Watson,
a friend of the family, offered him the management of his station property
near Walwa on the Upper Murray, which he accepted.

After some years, Charles left the property in charge of a friend and ‘joined
his uncle, M.P. Durack at Argyle Station, W.A. Later he teamed up with Sir
Walter XKidman and was put in charge of his Diamenta Lake Station. It was at
the suggestion of Kidman that he went to Broken Hill where he established an
engineering firm and a real-estate business which proved to be putstanding
successes, so much so that some years later he was able to buy a large

pastoral property at Terowie and another at Balhannah, where he eventually
retired,
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Charles enlisted in the A.I.F. in 1940 as a private and after service in the
Middle Bast and North Africa, was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant. Tn 1942
he was promoted to chief technical adviser to Sir Herbert Gepp in Canberra,
then a year later was seconded to the R\A.A.F. as a Flight Lieutenant, serving
with them at Lae, Madang, Aitabic and Biak.

He will be sadly missed.

hkkkhkkkkkk

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Veterans are advised that LAURIE DURRANT's book "SEAWATCHERS" is now
available. The cost is A$17.50 (special discount 50% price) to members of
0.T.V.A.

Orders may be sent with accompanying cheques to the Secretary, O.T.V.A.,
G.P.0. Box 7000, Sydney, 2001,

kkkkkkkkhk

LOST OR STRAYED

Veterans who attended the Christmas Reunion in November last year 1985, are
asked if they saw anything of a little red hard-covered book measuring about 4
inches by 31/, titled "Army Book of Signals", 1880 edition.

The book is the property of ORME COCPER, who brought it in to show me and with
the possibility of finding some interesting articles therein., I remember
glancing through the book in Orme's presence but in my movements around the
room it is possible that I may have put it down on one of the tables, I
certainly have no recollection of taking it home.

If anyone may have seen it, or has any information about it, I would be glad
to know.

JIM ANDERSON,
EDITOR

khkhkddhhdi

NEWS FROM BJELKELAND (QUEENSLAND TO OQUR OVERSEAS READERS)

MINUTES of the lith Annual General Meeting, held in the Brisbane Manager's
Office at Noon on Thursday, 8th May, 1986.

PRESENT:~ Jim and Beryl Banks, Fric Cramp, Laz Eliou, 8id ¢ill, Jack and Jean
Kellie, Dean Laws, John Marshall, John and Mildred Norris, Bob Webster, Blue
Fasterling, Clen and Pat Searle, Alf and Heather Goeby, Dick Westwood, Wim
Elbertse and {from NSW Veterans) Jim Simpson and Tom 0'Sullivan.
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Tn the absence overseas of President Alan Joneg, Secretary Jim Banks welcomed
those present and read apologies from George Maltbhy, Wilf Atkin, Charles
Carthew, Gordon Colliver, Lou Heggle, Kevin Hiscock, Pat Gray, Towley Lang,
Alan Rees, Vince Sim and President Alan Jones.

Minutes of the 10th AOM were accephed as distributed. There was no
correspondence other than poé ouizs and in tu@ absen e of the Treasurer the

Secretary then gave the financial report showing a current balance of $133.

The reduction from the previous annual balance of $219 resulted from the 1985
11th Reunion being made a free function at Brisbene Radio. The report was
adopted.

All offices were then declared vacant and the following re-elected:

Fragident a?a- Jones
Secretary/Treasurer im Banks {there being
no other nominee for
Tressurer)
Auitor John Norris
Tt was agreed to hold th
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he next reunion in November ab Brisbane Radio with
HE:

wives and ffienﬁs Qa ot weloone.
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after thanking wembers who had responded to the §i@a for gbioaraphies' andc
pleading with the remainder to SYERETY, Secretary Jim closed the meeting. The
usual excellent fellowship ensusd

NOTES O QUEBNSLAND VETERARNS FOR THE NEWSLETTER

FRIC CRAMP has recovarsed from rscent le oubles, so much so he is now riding
around Bribie Island on & bicyclel Q~ﬁevw‘3a he spends his time gardening and
'beachcombing®

rently aboard

DEAN LAWS is still pounding & morse key {from tim v
1 iy E’“ smeﬁ

the "INT Capricornia®, with the £ £
plving to 'foreign ports’ recently. When not ahial
Coast on & Honda 650 and keeps in touch with old fi

JOOK KELLIE, no lorger a master brewer 1¢ propably operating an illicit still
when not fishing in the Pumicestone Charmel from hi i
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BOR WEBSTER keeps £t jar erdng argd fish

& ng when not throwing away his pension
or 2—@@ at the new Gold Coast Casing =
N -

, howsver, he's been

. ome Lime Je
looking after wife Betby who iz still recovering from a badly broken led.

oy GTLL looks hale and heartv despite a number of small heart problems
recently. He is still winning prizes for his orchids and hreading both dogs

and birds.

ALY GOERY looke after over an acre of Ffine lawn when not chasing JOCK KELLIE
azoaa% pumicestone in his own 157 ~ footer. He still keeps in touch 'in fine

morse’ per VEAAAG.

RLUE FASTERLIN
the moght active news

on W and Voice (he iz probably
havell.
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JOHN MARSHALL listens in to the 'hams® withoub transmitting these days,
keeping his 'electronics' alive fixing TV sets for friends.

JOHN NORRIS is a wonderful advertisement for retirement, His healthy
appearance speaks well for a life of fishing and golf with the occasional
visit to the "gee-gee's”.

PAY GRaY, from Rockie, reckons that retirement is the hardest Job he's ever
had! His motor car is not to be trusted to make the Journey to Brisbane but
still gets him to the RSL on pension day.

JIM BRANKS could hardly wait to get the AGM over so he could leave the exciting
but demanding modern-day OTC for a couple of weeks cruising around the
Whitsundays.

JIM SIMPSON, a recent addition to the NSW Veterans ranks, was in Brisbane to
relieve JIM BANKS for the holidays., On returning to Sydney he will take up a

post in the new Maritime Division. He was seen 'pumping' all the old CRS men
for knowledge.

khhkkkkhokk

VALE

We have been advised of the death of WILL JEFFERSON who served in the Eastern
Extension Company at La Perouse and Cocos Island, and who later became a
planter in the Far East. He wrote several papers on subjects and these have
been given to the Mitchell Library. He is survived by his youngest sister,
Miss Isobel Jefferson who resides at the C. of E. Retirement Village, Castle
Hill. To her goes our deepest sympathy.

dkdkkhAhk gk

BITS AND PIECES

Just pfior to the opening of the Beam Wireless Service in 1927, selected
officers were sent to London for special training and during the vovage home
on the "BAY" Liners it was arranged that they sign as wireless operators,

Perhaps never before, or since, has such a galaxy of Morse operating talent
graced the "air®., It was just sheer delight to listen in, but to be on the
"orher end® at the coastal radio station 'VIP was in itself a memorable
occasion. From the best of memory (Charles Carthew's - not mine) the officers
mentioned above were: GEORGE APPERLEY S$CICC, DAVE QUIN, GEORGE MORRISON, DON
MCINTOSH, ROY MANCER, JIM LAMB, SYD COOPER, FRED DAVIS, HEC MOORE, JOE
GILLIGAN, JOHN GUY, DOUGC WOOD, HARRY deDASSHL, FRANE BXON, GEORGE COUKSON,
GECORGE CHILTON, DICK SMITH, and CHARLES DRAFFIN.

alas, many of our old friends have passed on and are affectionately remembered
as "Silent Kevs", a tribute introcduced by our fellow morse code veterans in
America.,

As powerful and fascinating as modern technology is, can it surpass the tried
and proven “dot - dash® technique, or am I becoming too parochial in my 86th
vear? asks Charles,

hRRkkkkRER



The eagle eve of RON MCDONALD detected a minor error which had escaped botn
the Secretary and myself. In the "Beam Wireless Story® which appeared on page
203 of our last NEWSLETTER the opening line should have resad "Barly in the
20th century”™ - not the 19th, as shown. To us it just seemed that wircless
nad been around that lond, that z11.

bEs

We apclogise on bended kneel

VALE

our old mate, ARTHUR BLACK, who was living in a Retirement
Nedlands, W.A, died on 10th July, 1984, Arthur was prachty w
the traps, and it is a sad loss o all of us.

NEWS FROM QUR CANADIAN COLLEAGUES

HAROLD H. Le QUESNE writes:

"You may or may not know that I retired from the posi
muaarter Century Club of Teleglobe Canada {(Western Cha
1886, I am now happy to inform yvou of the new Preside

Mr., Jobn B. Hurshy,

Pregident, The OC Club of Telegiobe (anada Westaorn Chaster,
3671 Somerset St.,

PORT COQUITLAM, BEITISH COLIMBIA,

CANADA., V3B 5M3.

[

My wife and I were in Svdney last November but were only there on a hurried
ing wall, we plan to
ther p 5156“8 in

visit £o nmy brothers who had been in ill health. All bel
Take a* least one more visit to Svdney and M ib@u?ne SNONG
1987 or 1988 when we w;li look forward to meeting some 0ld
Me&ntlme, I wish to say "thanks" for your alwavs most i
which T and about half-a-dozen Australians eniov.

With very best wishaes Lo you and yours,

Fraternaily yours,
Harold H. Le Quesne.”

in a&a her letter to Charles Carthew, Harold also mentioned items of
o _L@{“ns* rmongst other things, he says:

to Join in glving oy congratulations
JTWVLAL for vour long service as Secretary, !
aervice to many others, including our Quarter Century P ub

iat omo bring vou up to date: Teleglobe (anada has been put up for
srivitization by the Canadian Government and ab thig time we do not have any
1dea of the future of Teleglobe Canada or even of our Ciub,
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Qur next Annual Meeting and Dinner wiil be held on Z6th 2pril, 1986, at the
Hotel Vancouvear, Vancouver, B.C. After 13 vears I will be retiring as
President at that time. I was unable to visit the N.5.W. Branch of C.T.V.A.
but I am glad to report thaib ay two brothers who were 11l abt the time have now
recovarad,

kAR hhrk bk

Letter from MICHEL FORAND, 207-234 Charlotte St., Cttaws, Canada. XiN 8L2.
30tk June 1986

Mr. Alan Arndt
Honorary Secretuary
OTVA (NSW)

G P O, Box 7000,
Sydney, 2001.
AUSTRALTA,

Dear Alan

Many thanks for your recent letlbers and enclosures. The extracts from the
OTVA Newsletters did contain information that I did not have, so I am grateful
to you for sending them.

In the Octcber 1975 ﬂ@WS;@tt@f, there ig a reference to an article written by
Tom Condon on Fanning Island "a couple of vears back™. The only previous
article by him that I have appeared in April 1975. If there is an earlier
article by him on Fanning in 1972 or 1973, could vou please send me a copy?

The article vou sent me from the April 1980 Newsletter did serve to remind me
that a Mr. Lester Gaynor, of Boston (USA) was apparently writing a book on
Christmas and Famnino Islands at that time. Do voul know what became of this
project? Has the book ever been n&&iish@éﬁ I amwriting to Mr. Clifton
Smith, whose address is menticoned in the article and wno apparenily knows Mr.
Gaynor, However, I tried to obtain his phone number last night, and there was
no listing for him at the address shown, 8¢ I may not be able to obtain any
information through that channel.

The photocopies sent to you by Mr. Hugh Tavior and which you forwarded to me
also contain interesting information, although some of it 1s incorrech. Are
you familiar with the book from which these copies were made, entitled The
Submarine Cable, or with the book from which the material quoted in The
Submarine Caple is extracted, entitiad Around the Map on a (able-Ship (by P B
Cheeseman;? I would be interegted bo know when ang where they were published,
and by whom, ag well as the name of the zuthor of The Submarine Cable. It
seens unlikely that both books contain obther passages aboul Fanning island,

Apart from what vou have senb me, I have go far recslived only three zESpcnsas
to my request for information in the Newsletter. Although the number of
responses is somewhat dissppointing, the information received is guite heipful.

My, Ken Springbett zent me a dozen colour slides, which I returned to him
after having prints made from them. Mr. George Rowe, whe algost went o
Fanning but didn’t make if, sent me an article on %%e izland published in 2
1949 brochure, And from the archivist of Cable & Wi tLeQS in London, I
received about 90 photocopies of articies on Panning published in The Zodiac
over the years. 1 really appreciate the help these gentlemen have provided
me, and I remain hopeful that I will hear from others who were on the island.
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Work on the book proceeds, but it is difficult to get the information and so
it's slow going. Some people don't answer letters, others don't have the
information T am looking for, etc. It is clear now that the book will not be
ready for publication this year, and I'm aiming for 1987, but even that may be
optimistic. Ideally, I should go to London and Honolulu to research a number
of archives in both cities, but of course such trips are costly, and there is
no assurance that I would find what I am looking for.

Again, thanks for your letters.”

Ehkhkdkkdkw

FANNING ISLAND: A FOLLOW-UP

There has been an encouraging response to my letter seeking information about
Fanning Island, which appearsd in the last issue of the Newsletter. Several
people have written to offer photographs or articles about Famning Island, but
only two of the respondents actually lived on the island.

Mr. Peter Travers-Laney, the Archivist of Cable and Wireless PIC (Mercury
House, Theobolds Road, London WC1X 8RX, U.K.}, has been most helpful,
providing photocopies of articles in The Zodiac and old photos. The Cable and
Wireless Archives are undoubtedly a useful source for those seeking
information about cable operaticns in the Pacific.

To all those who have written so far, I am deeply grateful: thelr
contributions are most appreciated. Are there any others who could provide
information about life on Fanning Island, especially during the late 1930s and
early 1940s? Some of the questicns in my letter about that period remain
ananswered.

In the April 1980 Newsletter, there was a reference to a Mr. Lester Gaynor {of
Roston, USA}, who had apparently undertaken to write a book about Fanning and
Washington Islands. I have been unable to contact Mr. Gaynor or €O find out
any more about this project. Has anyone heard from him or about this book?

Any assistance that the members of the OTVA can provide will be most
appreciated. And all costs (postage, photocopies, etc.) will be reimbursed.

Michel Forand, 207-234 Charlotte St., Ottawa, Canada KIN 8Lz

EE L 33 4

HUGHIE GREI

By T. B. (Tomi) Condon.

Tomi Condon, one of our men in Auckland N.Z., has sent along news concerning
some of our Xiwi friends who are on the sick list, but has also paid a tribute
to Hughie Greig, a man he admired very much, it would seem. He writes:-

"Now as for Hughie Greig. Hughie was a Maniheken by birth and came to Fanning
Island as a handyman. He was a man of many parts, making his name firstly by
re-joining the Suva/Fanning Island cable after it was cut by the German
cruiser "NURMBERG®, the crew of which had played havoc with the cable and the
intruments located in the cable office. There was no wireless installed in
those primitive days of the Island, and if communication was to be restored
then someone had to rejoin the cable. This was a situation in which Hughie
excelled. He and some helpers secured each end of the cabile separately to
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buoys, and then joined the two ends with a small stretch of copper wire.

At least communicaticn was restored with Suva and now the job was to get the
cable ship hastily to effect a permanent link with Suva and even Bamfield on
the other end of what was then the Iongest chain in the world. For this
mighty, manful task, Hughie was presented with a cheque for the amount of
fifty pounds sterling. No fuss from Hughie, but his exploits didn't end there.

He rescued two separate outriggers which had run foul of the passage at the
English Harbour entrance to the lagoon which linked the lagoon with the
Pacific Ocean. Both were Herculean tasks by any standard. At times he was
working as an operator in the Famning office and no matter whether it was
night or day, he canoed himself backwards and forwards to his place of work.
Tracing his way along the rat tail passage in either direction, he always made
it on time.

He could turn his hand to anything - repairing office furniture or making a
canoe - it was all in a day's work to Hugh. Not only myself, but my
colleagues, felt secure when he was around. It is on record that he made a
name for himself as a doctor by distributing pain killers when there was a
need, and delivered a baby.

So it was a gruesome end at having to cut down Yamma Gooch who had committed
hari-kiri by hanging himself to a coconut tree beside the lagoon.*

PROM THE MATI, BOX

DENNIS CHAMBERS writes:

"Seeing the story about the bottles in the Svdney Operating Room's
air-conditioning plant reminded me af an incident in the fifties in the
Melbourne Operating Room, then situated in the old AJW.A. Building in Queen
Street,

At that particular time, the Traffic Superinfendent was a loveable character
oy the name of ROY MANCER, known to one and zll as "Dogger" {but not to his

face by. we younger members). He had his own unique way of dealing with any

problems that arose.

It was in the days of 6 o'clock closing time in Melbourne, and the staff,
being a somewhat thirsty lot, made sure that thevy had a good supply of bottles
to keep themselves going, but of course no one was interested in the
"erpties®™. I decided to clear them once a week, and my two small sons in turn
sold them to the local "bottle-c® for pocket money, which was quite a tidy sum
considering I averaged 20-30 dozen per week.

One week, after a very hot spell, ino axz~g®?£i‘z0?ing in HMelbourne in those
days), I failed to clsar the SXCESS, and & y grumpy cleaner, a character by
bout

e
the name of Jack Eider, comlained to ﬁaace anout the bottles. Dogger sent
for me, and the zuEiGwAaf conversation engued:

Dogger.. "Dennis, do vou clear away the enpbty bottles?”
Ma,..... "Yes, Mr. ¥Mancer.”
Dogger.. How often do yvou do it7°

Me...... "Once a week, FMr. Mancer.®

Dogger.. "Can you please make it twice a week? I'n getting complaints.™

whekkbdkEhd
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SICK PARADE

From New Zealand we have received news that BILL CRAIG has been confined to a
rest home suffering from a mild stroke. HUIA JACOBS and TOMMY ATKINS have
suffered from a slight case of the same, or & "spasm” as modern medical
science now calls it.

From the Garden State, Victoria, comes the news that two of their veterans are
not the best healthwise. FRANK PATRICK suffered a stroke and is now in the
Extended Care Hospital, 1231 Plenty Read, Bundoorah 3083.

TED TURNER, another Victorian veteran, has rheumatoid arthritis and is under
treatment at home which is situated at 10 Wilson St., Murrembeena 3163.

REMEMBER  THAT THIS INFORMATION WAS GIVEN ME IN SEPTEMBER THIS YEAR, 50

INTENDING VISITORS TO OUR SICK ASSOCIATES SHOULD CHECK BEFORE GOING QUT TO SEE
THEM.

wTRERERRERE

VALE

Our deepest sympathy goes to the relatives and friends of CONCLIFF KEVIN
O'DONNELL who died in hospital on August 15th this year, aged 86 years. He
was a bandmaster with 17/18th Battalion and the Parramatta lancers.

T would be grateful if someone can supply details of his service.

TASMAN CABLE AND LA PERCUSE CABLE STATION

Members may remember the article in the Jan/Feb 1985 issue of "Transit” on the
subject of the old Cable Station at La Perouse, which is now a Women's Refuge
operated by the Salvation Rrmy. The property is owned by the Federal
Government and serviced by the Naticnal Parks and Wildlife Service.

Further research into the station has revealed that it was originally built in
1876 by the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company, as the shore-end of a cable
running from Svdney to Nelson in the South Island, New Zealand. ™Two stories
have reported that the Nelson end landed at Blind Bay 10 kilometres south east
of Nelson, and other reports show it landing at Cable Bay 21 kilometres south
east of Helson.

A pamphlet issued by the Department of Lands and Survey, Nelson advises as
follows: "Cable Bay was edged by the ancient Maori campsite Rotokura and had
been known as Schroders Mistake ever since W.G. Schroder of Nelson had missed
an inlet for which he was heading and put his boat on the rocks there in
error. The bay got its present-day name from being the site of New Zealand's
first overseas telegraphic cable link which came ashore on Sth.

rebruary 1876. Two cable-laying ships "Hibernia® and "Edinburgh® set out from
Botany Bay to Wakapuaka (Cable Bay). Due to exceptionally calm weather in the
Tasman Sea, this operation took only 11 days. The new service came into
operation on 2lst February 1875 and caused great excitement as it meant that
colonists could communicate with friends and relatives in England by telegram,
taking only 4 days instead of by letter which took up to 6 months by salling
shin." It is to be noted that the two ships involved were those who iaid the
original cable into Darwin.
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In order to counter the proposal to lay a Pacific Ocean Cable between
Australia and Canada, and its apparent resultant competition, the Eastern
Company decided to duplicate thelr cable, and this was completed in August
1890. Due to the reliapility of the original cable, a cable of the same
specifications was manufactured for this duplicate cable. The cable was
approx. 1283 nautical miles, with a cost of £188,060. The original cable
cost $761,844.

A disastrous fire in 1914 hastened the end of the Cable Bay Station, and in
May 1917, an extra 128 kilometres was spliced on to the cable and it was moved
to Titahi Bay, which is located on North Island, between Palmerston and
Wellington.

These cables were the only means of communication with New Zealand until the
opening of the Pacific Cable Board service in 1902 with cables from Auckland
and Norfolk Island landing at Southport on Queensland’s Gold Coast. Later in
1912, the Pacific Company put down a cable from 2uckland to Sydney, landing at
the present cable site on Bondi Beach.

A.D. Gregory in his story (Newsletter April 1982) states that the original
cable station at Laperouse was adjacent to a small block of land (about 30
feet square} which contains a memorial column to Lapercuse, the French
explorer who landed there. Greg was posted to Laperouse on lst May 1906, and
said that this was a few vears after the cable terminal had been removed to
Yarra Bay headland where a new two storey building had been erected to
accommodate large operating rooms, post office and close by a generator and
battery room. Upstairs were the Superintendents’ spacious quarters with a
fine view of Botany Bay. The staff gquarters were adjacent to Bare Island Fort,

The Laperouse statlon was operational until the shore end of the cable was
transferred from Laperouze to Bondil supposedly in 1917, The latest record we
nave of the station is a photograph of the staff taken in 1915, PFor a period
between operation by the Eastern Company, and use by the Salvabion Army, the
building was used as quarters for the nurses of the (Coast Hospital.

Alan Arndt would appreciaste confirmation of any of the above details, or any

=

i
other information on the Laperouse Cable Station or the Eastern Extension
Tasman Cable.

dhhkEhhhhss

VALE — RICHARD OLIVER RETTISON

The death of Dick Bettison occurred on 16th June, 1985 when he was 89 years
old. Not much was known about him from our records bub we have heen fortunate
in receiving the following informabion from Dick's nephew, Tad Betfison, who
lives at 3/17 Kingsley Crescent, Surrey Hills, Vic., 3127. He is survived by
his wife Elsie, and four children,

Dick entersd the Radio Service on 3/9/71917, and is one of the Harconi
Veterans., He was retired from the service due to 111 health, suffering from
Parkinsons Disease., During his service he spent a long term in the tropics,

Aftey retirement he moved to Woy Woy HSW, and took up the sport of Bowlsg, the
Bowls Club being iust across the road from his residence. He became the Hon.
Secretary of the Wov Woy Bowles Club, a position he held for 5 vears., He was a
keen and competent bowler, competing in the Wov Wov/Gosford area. He went
along pretty well until 1984, when his healith deteriorated, with increasing
need for hospitalisation.
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To his wife, Elsie, and his surviving sons, goes our deepest sympathy.

One of Dick's sons, Ronald, retired from A.W.A. in July, 1985, after serving
441/2 years with the company in the advertising and broadcasting
department in Svdney.

should anyone have a need to contact the Bettison family for any information
or for any other matter, the addresses of his wife, Elsie, his son, Ronald,
and his nephew, Ted, are on file with our worth Secretary, Alan Arndt.

% %k ¥k Fededok ok

REFLECTIONS

On the formation of O.T.V.A., contact with kindred societies in the U.S.A.,
U.K., N.%Z., and Canada resulited in an immediate and friendly response. There
is no doubt that this response was engendered and influenced by morse code
operating. Modern technology has not altered matters so far as good :
fellowship is concerned, although the "generation gap" could be quite another
problem adjustable only with the passage of time.

It is interesting to note the differing approaches we have to sections of the
communication "game". Our colleagues in America concentrate on Merchant
Marine history, quite in contrast with the U.K., who tend to feature modern
staff movements.,

Veteran BILL CRAIG in Auckland keeps in touch with retired Cable men on a
"family" relationship basis, kept that way mainly by his own perscnality and
deciated enthusiasm where isolation restricts membership but not good
fellowship.

I 1like to think that International Co-ordination will ultimately bring about
changes for better understanding and "good will®,

Charles Carthew
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J0TH AMNNUAL GENERAL MEETING O.T.V.A.

NSW BRANCH 9TH MAY 1986

MINUTES
Present:

A. Arndt, L. Ayres, A. Barrie, R. Beechanm, M. Blaha, D. Bourne, H. Branson, H.
Brown, M. Brown, O. Cooper, G. Cupit, B. Curran, B. Darragh, J. Davis, P.
Dean, A. Bbert, J. Edwards, R. Fisher, E. Gunning, B. Haran, B. Henson, J.
Hodgson, F. Kannard, F. Keen, J. Lee, W. Luxe, &. Machonald, G. Madren, C.
Maiden, G. Maltby, B. Wcinnes, P. Meulman, D. Montgomery, K. HMorgan, J. Orton,
R. Peacock, J. Pow, C. Raecke, J. Sheath, A. Taylor, K. Theaker, R. Turnbull,
C. Vahtrick, R. Waugh, C. Watson, B. Waugh, P. Whisson, M. Wilden, M. Wood, D.
Woods, V. Yen.

Agglggies:

A. Aguis, J. Anderson, E. Anthoney, E. Bastow, R. Baty, K. Burbury, J. Burgess,
M. Casey, W. Chant {Jnr.}, W. Chant {Snr.}, R. Cellins, J. Collister, H.
Condon, R. Connolly, J. Cowie, J. Creswick, W. Creswick, 8. Dale, C, Dalley,
J. Davis, G. Day, P. bay, M. Dobson, N. Donchue, R. Doohan, M. Dwver, R.
Godfrey, T. Harricks, P, Harris, N. Harris, T. Hedley, A. Hennessy, J. Howe,
R. Imrie, C. Israel, A. Lane, M. Matthysz, J. Mattes, R. McDonald, A.
McEntyre, S. Mevnert, R. Moyes, J. Newlyn, E. Norris, M. O'Hanlon, W, O.
bonnell, A. Oakford, R. Osborne, P. Patiniott, J. Peridis, T. Perrott, J.
Phillips, C. Pickford, A. Purtill, D. Richardson, A. Ricketis, E. Ritchie, S.
Sandilands, M. Sayer, H. Sheppard, P. Skiner, R. Smith, R. Sommervaille, R.

tewart, C. Swinneyv, S§. Tavior, G. Thompson, E. Thornley, J. Toland, R.
Towner, C. Tressider, R, Tully, XK. Vincent, G. Warner, R. Welbourne, H. White,
J. Whittaker.

In the absence of the Pregident, Ron Machonald, who is confined to bed with a
bad back, the Secretary opened this mesting and welcomed our official guest,
parryl Savage, Manager (Customer Services - (perations), and all members
present, A special welcome was extended to the following new members
attending their first meeting:

Fred Xennard
Mike Blaha
Ken Theaker

Fraternal greetings were read as received from the Quarter Century Club of
Teleglobe Canada, and the Presidents and members of our Victorian, Queensland,
South Australian ang Weshtern Australian Branches, on the coeasion of our
A.G.M. Chas. Carthew, our Naticnal Secretarv also sent us his good wishes, and
advises he ig enjoving very good health now. A cordial invitation has been
issued from our Branches, to any of us who are interested in attending thelr
next meetings, wnich are listed in bthe April Hewsletbter.

One minute's silence wag observed to mark the passing of the following members
during the past siy months:

Norm Mackay

Biil Hyde

Rocky Gordon
Les Reynolds
Bob Wright

Len Vella
Douglas Passmore
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Confirmation of Minutes

The minutes of our previous meeting were distributed to members in our October
1985 Newsletter (copies were alsc available at this meeting) and were declared
open for discussion. There being no discussion it was moved by Chas Watson
and secorded by Jack Edwards that the minutes of the 29th Annual General
Meeting be confirmed.

Carried unanimously.

Balance Sheet and Annual Accounts

The Balance Sheet was presented to all members present and opened for
discussion. Peter Whisson asked Treasurer Mick Wilden to explain the reasons
for an apparent falling off in subscriptions collected this year as compared
with past years. Mick Wilden explained that although new members are
recruited reqularly by our Secretary, some of these new recruits are under the
impression that they need not pay subscriptions if they do not attend
meetings, He assured the meeting that this matter will be taken up at
Committee level in an attempt to get all working members to pay their
subscription regularly. There being no further discussion, it was moved by
Gray MacDonald and seconded by Des Woods, that the Balance Sheet and Auditors
report be accepted,

Carried unanimously.

Election of Officers

The Secretary, as acting President, declared all offices vacant, and called
for nominations for a Returning Officer to conduct the annual elections.

Mr Peter Meulman was nominated by Alan Arndt and seconded by Orm Cooper, there
being no further nominations, Mr Peter Meulman was duly elected as Returning
Officer.

The Returning Officer called for nominations for the office of President. Mr
G Cupit was nominated by Mick Wood and seconded by Jack Davis. There being no
further nominations, Mr Gordon Cupit was declared President.

Mr A Arndt was nominated as Honorary Secretary by Bob Fisher and seconded by
Chas Watson, there being not further nominations, Mr Alan Arndt was declared
Honorary Secretary.

Mr M Wilden was nomated as Treasurer by Peter Whisson and seconded by Horrie
McInnes, there being no further nominations, Mr Mick Wilden was declared
Treasurer,

Mr R Connolly and Mr R Peacock were nominated as Auditors by Des Woods and
seconded by Jack Sheath, there being no further nominations, Messrs Ron
Connolly and Ray Peacock were declared Auditors.

The following members indicated their willingness to accept a twelve month
term of office on the Committee. Gray Macbonald nominated the new Committee
in toto, seconded by Orm Cooper and were:

Messrs J Anderson, D Bourne, R Connolly, € Maiden, A
Ricketts, P Skinner, T Thatcher, & Thompson and J Whittacker

ware duly elected as Committee,
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A vote of thanks to our outgoing President Ron Mchonald, and retiring
committee members Ray Baty and Bruce Collett, was moved by President Gordon
Cupit, which was acknowledged most enthusiastically by all present.

30th Aannual Reunion

In accordance with feelings expressed at previous meetings, the Secretary
recommended we endeavour to secure the OIC House Conference Centre of Friday
28th November, 1986 as the venue for our next reunion. Moved by Mick Wilden,
with a suggestion the Committee endeavour to keep the food quantity and
quality up to past standards, but cut overhsads by reducing the number of
waitresseg in attendance to keep coste at a minimum. This motion was seconded
by Alan Arndt and was carried unanimously.

Sick List

The Secretary regretfully reported one member, Bill Chant (Snr.) has a leg
problem which is presently keeping him confined to home - but he hopes to be
well enough to attend our next reunion meeting.

Business Arising from Minutes of Previous Meeting

As suggested at our last meeting, President Ron Mchonald, accompanied by
Committee members Alan Arndt, Dave Bourne and Gareth Thompson, visited our
archives store at OIC's Broadway Building to inspect material and equipment
held there,

Alan Arndt reported to this meeting that President Ron was very impressed by
what he saw on this visit, especially the wonderful work of restoration that
has been done by some of the OTC staff mambers.

Charlie Maiden asked 1if O7C has given us a nuseum area in the new building now
being erected. Alan Arndt advised that O7C's M.D., Mr George lMaltby, has not
only assured us of space for our ecuipment Lo be displaved fon a rotational
basis), but he has also commissioned z Ms Barbara Reed to assist OIC's newly
appointed archivist John Phillips, to organise our Archives library material,

General Business

{a} Following several recueste to the Secretary, Alan Arndt put forward a
proposal for discussion that future AGM's be held during daytime, to
allow members who are unzble to travel at night, to attend these
meetings. After some discussion, it was agreed unanimously to hold our
next AGM between 12 noon and 3 pm as a once only trial, when we could
further discuss advantages/disadvantages etc., with a view to voting on
this change if reguired by the members.

(b} AL thelr last AGM in May 1985, cur Aseccilation’s Victorian Branch passed
a motion to reduce full membership service qualifications to OWA (Vic)
to 20 yvear service, and associate membership to 15 vears service.
Although contrary o our associabion's constitubion, the Victorian Branch
were forced to make thiz move in an endeavour to boost their steadily
reducing numbers.

In light of this change made by OIVA {Vic), & motion was moved by Alan
arndt to reduce to OWA (NSW) Branch qualifving vears of service from 25
to 20 yvears for males, and leave female service gualifications at 20
vears, Although seconded by Mick Wilden, who pointed cut we could have



ived for this

ion to allow those
?lw@ tiatg bt who by the
‘z%g be admitted to the

ﬂ”ssiaa it was also reveaied
¥ 5

o

B
P
-1y
O

1

18]

ok [

éﬁgeczatz SisI

which pointad mainly towards the sense of
admivted to our Association, Lmj after
umber of vears, the motion was pub to the

For the continued

ident declared the meeting closed,
@@Eﬁ%ﬁ%‘@&%&ﬁﬁ@ﬁ&ﬂﬁﬁ?in

A.J. ARNDE _
Honorary Secretary
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; one of the strongest Au Ets

like him. Trus,
rafferty, his peb
of the "suds®, as

(e
asie accents outside of Chips
epsions wers unprintable b i : a heavy Cconsumer

he aliwi it, and a dedicated punte

Yig interest in the neddies was si iove , Hildz rParker, who was
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and one of vy fondest memories W day in the Svdney
Operating Room in the 0ld AWLA. b . Saturda rning wag the time that
Jack and Hilda caagaitw& the oracie, in the guise of the racing form page of
the Daily Telegraph, and guite a great deal of neat was genarated in their
deliberations as to znb prowess of the variocus starters on the day's card
before a Jjoint plan of attack on the bookiss was eventually agresd upon.

On bhi unning a wheatstone
tape of : racing form
S&&deﬁ*”f ﬁr ki real, Without
raising his eyas from the form guid ok 8 ; Parkie.”

Without even a query, Hilda moved down the table *ﬁ where the tape was running
througn the Creed transmitter, Lifted the facig millied the %apc back a yaré
re-inserted the tape and went back o her ﬁQLiﬁﬁf&:LGﬁS with Jack. Hiida's
knowledge of Morse was limited but she was pretty good with her knowledge of

Oparat ions,
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Jack was a wireless air-gunner in the R.A.A.F. having done his training in
Canada under the Empire Training Scheme., His funeral was well-attended, not
only by those of use who knew him in the old days, but by people he had helped
over his latter years. He was a member of A.A. and a tireless worker for the
St. Vincents de Paul. In his younger and wilder days he plaved cricket with
Sydney against our old rivals, the Melbourne Operating Room in Wagga. At the
fortieth reunion of the Cricket Club, Jack was made a life member, but died
only a matter of days later.

On reading all this back, I retract the "heavy heart" bit. I have just
realised how much better I am for having known him, and how much heavier my
heart would be if I hadn't.

See you later, Jack.

BhhkEkhkhkkiid

EXTRACT FROM "THE ARGUS™ FRIDAY, JULY 137H, 1906

WIRELESS TELEGRAPEY ACROSS BASS STRAIT: HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL TRIAL

Wireless telegraphy is now an accomplished fact in Australia. The Marconi
Wireless Telegraph Company under license from the Commonwealth Government, has
within the past few months erected receiving transmitting installations at the
Springs, near (Queenscliff, and at Devonport, on the north coast of Tasmania.
The license was for the purposs of experiment only, for the Commonwealth has
not yet determined which system of wireless telegraphy it will officially
adopt. The Marconi Company, howevar, are the only plonsers who have worked in
the Australian field. Aactuwally, thev bridoged the 215 miles between
Queenscliff and Devorport nearly two months ago, for it was about the middle
of May when the operators at each station first gained communication with each
other,

Since then the apparatus at each of the Lwo stations has been tested and
perfécted, and yesterday was selected as the occasion of an official
demonstration by the company of the success of its experiments. Over 200
guests attended. They included BHig Excellency the Governor-General (Iord
Northcote) and His Excellency the Governor {(Sir Reginald Talbot}, with their
staffs; the Prime Minister (Mr Deakin}) and all the members of the Commonwealth
Ministry, except William Lyne and Mr Issacs, who were unable to be present:
the Attorney-General of Victoria (Mr Davies), who represented the state
Ministry, in the unavoidable sbsence of the Premier: & great majority of the
members of both Houses of the Comnonwealth P“’zfiianenb the le=ading officers of
the military and naval forces of the Commonwealth; and representatives of the
shipping firms, and of Victorian and Australian commerce. Among the guests
wag algo Mr J James, who on October 3, 1854, was the operator who sent the
first telegraphic message ever sent in Victoria. It was sent from Melbourne
to Williamstown, The guests travelled to Queenscliff by special train,
QMVMaﬁm?ﬂwC@mﬁw,&mﬁﬂmywyeammﬁﬂmaﬁb‘mwaﬂnﬁﬁ&ﬂ,
represenative of the Marconi Company in Australasia, by whom the invitation
was given.

Ciose to the sea-shore, about two miles from the Queenscliff railway station,
on the sumit of a hill, are erected two poles, each 162ft. high, and about
that distance apart, having suspended between them a network of conducting
wires, which serve to receive and collect the impact of the electric waves
travelling through the ether. The network of wire {called the "aeriali";j,



is also the

; are §f@p§1§€§ inko the ethey. The wave
has its orig The whole of the machinery necessary for
t£he ueEEUX&§ﬁy at =513 rSe-power dyname, some powerful
electrical appliance vt bhe o ;‘)r<~ Lnghu “ﬁiﬁﬁ serve to detect the
wave, and record 1 ;

The Queenscliif Sﬁ&ti&ﬁ has been erected under the supervision of Captain
Walker, the enginser in charg H K Q@@ﬁeti& The Devonport station i1s under
the supsrintendercs agent for the company in Tasmania.

The vigitors, on %#@ﬁgaiiffg ware driven
and cabs to the wre ] was served in
in the centre of the margues Was & izangaiitiﬁ%
connected with the sparki
downy to lunch {Cap
the instrument.
begarn,

tages, coaches
= Un a table

i ST LB L i
iy, ang Mr ﬁ B ewrsaw“ &ook bharge of

Lord Horthoote

4
3
#]
¥

e
(0
ﬁ }

sroor-Generai. The

Commonwealith &t the @Si%DAiSiﬁ@?% of new
means for more CL0s -
HORTHCOTE, From Qo ictozla,

July 14, I

The operator tapped off the message in the MNorse aiphabet, each tap being
followed by the fisrce cracking of the electric sparks in the little
power-nouse. He operated slowly - at about 15 words a minute, “¥We have done
30 and over from here,® he remarked. He ended, and there came back on the
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The message sent by Sir Reginald Talbot was -

ta
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From the Prime Minister {Mr Deakin} the message was -~

"To the Premier and People of Tasmania - Australia, tirelessly subduing
her great distances by railway and wire, today enlists the waves of the
ether in perfecting the union between her people in Tasmania and upon the
mainland.”

Sir Gerzld sStrickland replied:-

"The bond of ether unites new friendships and awakens the old., Could it
but speak with the charm of the never-to-be-forgotten voice of the
representative of Australia at the conference of 1887, and Australia's
Prime Minister to-day."

The Postmaster-General (Mr Chapman) sent a message, to be forwarded free of
cost to every newspaper in Tasmania. Messages were despatched from the United
Press of Australia to that of Tasmania, and from Senator Keabing., Mr Cameron,
M.H.R., Mr Crouch, M.H.,R., Mr Storrer, M.H.R., and Mr O'Malley, M.H.R. The
mayor of Queenscliff sent a message to the municipality of Devonport,
receiving this message in reply:-

"Devonport sends feliciations to Queenscliff. We reijocice that we can by
this wonderful wireless telegraphy tender friendlv greetings to you, our
neighbours across the Straits, - JOHN LUCK, Chairman Town Board,
Devonporte.,”

At the conclusion of the luncheon a number of toasts were proposed.

Lord Northcote, in replving to the toast of his health, said that he was
pleased to see so many legislators, for he had feared that their high standard
of political virtue might cause them to remain elsewhere, discussing the
precise moment gt which they would ask him Lo release them from their

labours. {Laughter and cheers). Wireless telegraphy was something that even
Tennyson had not imagined, when in "Locksleyhall™ he dipped

into the future, far as human eye can see. Saw the vision of the world
and all wonders that shall be,”

The ‘recent incident, when the wrecked ship Montagu was able to communicate
with "wireless™ stations, showed how the system might decrease the perils of
navigation, including those round the Australian coast. (Cheers). Only one
person in Australia might suffer from these installations. He himself was
about to travel in districts where he had expected to be less under the
control of the gentleman on his right {(Mr Deakin}. But he had learned that a
wireless message could only be received by an instrument properly "attuned™ to
the transmitter. He would order all his staff to be attuned to no message,
except the strains of "CGod Save the King," that would grest him whersver he
went. (Laughter). He would ask Captain Walker, in his cable to Mr Marconi,
to congratulate that iliustrious scientist on his recovery £rom & recent
illness. ({Cheers).

Sir Reginald Talbot {replying to the toast of his nealth) sald that he md had
his first experience of wircless telegraphy when on board a warship between
Egypt and Cyprus. Somebody came on deck, and handed him a telegram {wireless)
from the Governcr of Cvprus. It said, "To the genesral commanding - where are
you?  When may we expect vou?¥  {Laughter). His reply was the only one
posgible, *I donft know; T will ask the captain.® (lLaughteri. Howaver, he
arrivaed at Cyprus.
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Mr Chapman (Postmaster-General}, in proposing Captain Walker's health, said
that the usual cuestion asked of any new venture was, "Will this pay?®™ With
ireless telegrachy we must also ask. How will it affect those who travel to
£ He hoped that iIn time every passenger ship -
would perform the Australian mail contract - would
The T and O ru Orient companies
2 ingtalilations when they knew which the
i%e ﬁ@?ﬁﬁ?wﬂ&¢ h had not yet adopted one, but
giem would be an empire gysten, so that the whole
same meang of compunication (Chesrs),
There was bime only for & hurried inspeciion of the plant, the working of
which was éxyia$réd by Caprtain Walker and Mr Dowsetb.
The vigitors were driven heck to the railwsy station, and arrived back in
Melbourne b about € ofclock,
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and the Covernor ir 1d Talbot) by the smavor of Quesnscliff (Councillor
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REPORT A.G.M. MELBOURNE VETS FRIDAY MAY 9TH

The 2%th Annual General Meeting of O.T.V.A. (Vic) was held at noon on Friday
May 9th, 1986 ay O.T.C. House, Lonsdale Street, Melbourne. Forty-four members
signed the Attendance Book whilst thirteen apologies were tabled.

The Minutes of the previous A.G.M. were read and confirmed, and President
Douglas Crabtree called for one minute's silence in respect of past members.

Prior to vacating the Chair in favour of President-Elect Arthur Green, Doug
speaking of his term as President said it had been a most enjoyable year and
paid special tribute to the ladies for their assistance in catering at the
A.G.M. and Re-union,

In banding over the reins to Arthur, he wished him well and hoped he would
enjoy his term of office as had all our Past Presidents. Doug also made
mention that along with George Magnus and Les Brown, Arthur had joined A.W.A.
on the same day in 1932.

The President then advised those present that as all officers had indicated
their willingness to continue in office it gave him pleasure to announce they
were duly elected for the ensuing 12 months.

President Arthur then closed the meeting and invited all present to partake of
the hogpitality of the Melbourne Vets.

Due to illness a number of the regulars were missing - they included Ted
Turner, CLiff Allison, Jean Edwards (Constable), Arthur Ross, Frank Patrick
and Clive Purvis,

Our yarn spinners are still in good form - blokes like Eddie Tresize, Allan
Vagg and Mark Wilton can still pull the rabbit out of his hat, and with a
twinkle in the eye say "have you heard this one before?™

The afterncon closed with the President thanking the ladies for their
assistance.

Footriote: President Arthur would like to remind all that the Annual Reunion
will be held in the Board Room, 0.T.C. House, Melbourne on Friday, November
14th.

As this is the 30th anniversary of the Melbourne Vets, a cordial invitation is
extended to the ladies to join in this special celebration.

Guye Russell
4 Pareora Avenue
FAST BRUNSWICK MELBOURNE 3057

Telephone: (03) 380 5259
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shingle as 8 G.P. and with the passage of time moved to the renowned Macquarie
Strect, whers, not long after, his foctsteps wers followed by our renowrned Dr

O Reefe,

another story of a student of chess,

olaver of sone ability, ard a2
srd working out chess problems of

7y tennis
hig daily walk

B

. lines, particularly those
lie waz ov birthplace T avidly

(ur here had, however, had his £
First love, the breading of cat

I zgﬁwfzs@ spariments and sought out his
ttle : i
applicable to those bred in France.
£
o

sought his stock of knowledee 1 I corresponded with him in great
depth, so much so that any doven o ing would have been proud of our
progrosis. I believe that he mad 40 brood mares on %is propert at MURGA now

being run by the family., Bruce Low was our god and revared his judgements,

Yoz, a man ﬁf WY pArts man of great oourage, He was a G.P., and &
good tur OG. He was o died on 5th Fe 1986, aged 81
Vears. emory to a very fine colleague, DOUGLAS PASSMORE. Remember him?

khkhkEEhEELE
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The photo of the Victoria Branch Presidents Board was sent to us by Charles
Carthew. The names featured thereon could be of interest to Veterans.

OVERSEAS TELECOMMUNICATIONS VETERANS' ASSOCIATION

(VICTORIA)
~ PRESIDENTS -

1957-8 R P FREEMAN 1965-6 R L HAYES 1973~-4 J H HEATHERSHAW
1958-% H E ROWE 1966-7 C W F CARTHEW 1974-5 G E McDONALD
1959-0 M C TREGENZA 1567-8 F C pavIS 1975-6 J R HUNTER
1960-1 J R GILLIGAN 1968-9 E TURNER 1976~7 A U STEWART
1961-2 C B CUTLER 1969-0 F C McCORMACK 1977-8 M WILTON
1962-3 F P FITZGERALD 1970-1 N H LAWS 1878-9 W C BENTLEY
1963-4 G H COX 1971-2 C W PURVIS 19790 W J UWINS
1964-5 T M CONNOLLY 1972-3 E M DENNIS i%80~1 A G VAGG
1981-2 W H SHEA
1982-3 V MOLINEUX
19834 J McGRORY
1984-5 G MAGNUS
19856 D CRABTREE

kkkkkkkkEk

EXTRACT FROM THE "THE ARGUS™ FRIDAY JULY 137H, 1906

WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY

ADVANTAGES EXPLATNED

In the course of his speech at the demonstration of wireless telegraphy, made
on Thursday between Queenscliff (Vic.) and Devonport (Tas.) by the Marconi
Wireless Telegraph Company, Captain Walker, representative of the company in
Australasia, made reference to the various benefits that were conferred by the
use of wireless telegraphy.

Captain Walker pointed out that for defence purposes the installation of
wireless stations on coastal points and on vessels at sea would secure a means
of information far in advance of anything existing. If it should happen that
Great Britain became involved in war, then one of the possibilities would be
an attack upon Australia from the sea. With facilities for "wireless"
installations, coastal stations could be erected at convenient places, and the
apparatus could also be placed on swift vessels of the mercentile marine.
These vessels, acting as scouts around the Australian coast, could communicate
with one another, and with the coastal stations, and thus give to Australian
ships and armies information of the movements of the enemy, such as would be
possible by no other system of communication. The advantages that this would
offer for the mobilisation, either of ships at sea or of men upon land, were
so plain that they hardly needed to be pointed out.
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The safety of passengers on board OCeango %g vessels was another congideration
pointed out by Captain Walker. IT a ve cssel without a wireless installation
became disabled she wes helpless, and only when she became overdue did other
vessels go in search of her, not tnowing where gaa wag to be found., With a
Marconi installation a vaggg} overtaken by any mishap could at once send out
messages f@t assistance. If she was near en&i@n £o shore, and could be sent
from there: if not, her message would be received by some sister vessel, which
could at cﬁce come to her assistance.
wireless telegraphy had become
» +hat a sea vovage has
vovage had hitherto been forced
ing across the ocean. It was
r leaving & country, found often
ohren to arrangs. Under older
s fa

a means To r&wave Ehat bi&ak i
hitherto created, A commercial o
to let go the reins of his busine
possible that even a Dusiness I ﬂawg §§si &i
rhat there was somebhing which he had fo
conditions he was forced to waibt until &
by which time, perhaps, it wearld be too r Lh v he had
contemplated. With a "Marconi” spparatus on board such & man could at his
convenience send back messages to the country which he had left. With the
constant chain of vessgels now crossing the ocean, ardt with the establishment
of stations at convenient places along the main routes of comnerce, it was
beuomzng possible for a man to make Iong journevs by sea without ever iosing
communication with the world.

landing-place
~

Some advantages of a less obvious kind were indicated by Captain Walker. It
was possible, he said, to nun M;@r* of money, even at sea; either through the
attractions of bridge or poker r from cther causes, With a Marconi
installation on board a ?amﬁeﬁueL would ah be able bo communicate with
friends or bankers, and thus replenish his purse. In fact, Captain Walker
quoted an authentic instance of a passenger on board an Atlantic liner, who
came to hig last sovereign., But ni ankers ware cgﬁvﬁﬁ;caéeﬁ with an on
their "Marconigrams® of credit he was able to fill his purse again.

The exfent to which the Marconi system has been adopted by British pecple and
CGﬁ@&ﬁlGS was also irdicated oy ”r§%ai£ Walker. The Marconi installations
were to be found crossing the Atlantic Goean on over 70 lzﬁ%rsg Coastal
stations have been ebtm%@&wiéé by ﬁ% company &z far east as Suez, so that

he

pagsengers from England wers s£ill in touch with the wogLﬁ L@ o 500 miles
this side of Suez at any rate. The corpany intended to establish further
stations at Aden and Colombo. ?_mm that point orwards to Australia there were
as yet no stations selected, but the Cocos Tsiands wuﬁ bane Leeuwin had been
t cha

suggested as excellent sites. If =in of stations were compieted there
: route, fhe final svstem aimed

would be constant communicati Q? >
sh Bplre from ﬁﬁé to end, would be linked
! lati

[ LI

at was that in which the whole Briti ix
rogether by means of Marconi wireless install

% ?E””? WETGECH for the two articles which

ion of NEWSLETTER, TACROSS BASS STRAIT AND
HY, AIWANTAGES EXPLAINED", who found them
Ceeves® memorabilia, and coples of which
'Z@?ﬁway N.8.W. They will be of

o you oid wireless uffs,

Bditorial Noter We are indebhs
appear in thi
WIRFELESS THLEGE
AMOnE Some
have bhoen aronis

particu lar i

m L§:1

cot




28

CONTINUING THE STCRY OF ELLIS SMELLIE

In case the cables were cut, huge 800 volt direct current generators were
installed at Applecross (Perth) for a proposed powerful arc transmitter to
work South Africa or Singapore and Ellis was one expert telegraphist
transferred there to handle the traffic. But the arc set was never

installed. This was the Telefunken station built by the Germans and had a 400
foot mast. The Gemmans had installed a 45 hp Gardiner engine belt driving a
35 kilowatt alternative for long waves. For working long distance lance
Ailinson and Ellis, at 3 o'clock in the morming used to start this engine and
put double and treble the power into the 600 meter wave in normal use, thus
reaching to some ships as far away as the Suez Canal. Friends were made with
many of the ship's operators and special times would be made for them to work
Perth long distance and they would relay traffic for us to ships still further
out. Other ships, one the Themostocles on the Durban/Cape Town route did the
same, Sometimes we met those ships at Fremantle or the ships's operators came
up to visit us. In the early days the post office paid their staff in Western
Australia, 5% extra because of the bad name Western Australia had. About
1920, Atteley Hunt was sent over to see if this should be continued. There
was perfect weather during his stay there and we lost that allowance, Ellis
had met Atteley Hunt before. A New Guinea patrol officer named Chinnery and
Ellis were firm friends in Port Moresby. Meeting in Melbourne, Chinnery took
Ellis to the Athenaeum Club for a drink and dinner. A messenger from the
Dept. of External Affairs came to tell Chinnery that Atteley Hunt wanted to
see him., When the messenger t0ld Chinnery it was to ask him about concessions
to the rubber planters in New Guinea regarding acreage and conditions,
Chinnery sent the messenger back to Atteley Hunt suggesting that Ellis come
with him as he knew them all and had been on their rubber plantations. This
was arranged and Atteley Hunt, Chinnery and Ellis sab arocund a table for a
while, It ended by Ellis writing out the suggestion to be put to the
Minister. Next day's paper printed unaltered these suggestions as having been
adopted. Both Chinnery and Ellis regarded Atteley Hunt as a brainless

stooge. Later when Attelsy Hunt became an arbitrator and had our case before
him, he fixed our salary at 20 pounds per annun above that of a landline
telegraphist because it was harder to adjust a radio receiver that the
landline relay and sounder. When Atteley Hunt visited Applecross Ellis
thanked God he was acting in charge - here was his chance. He first took
Atteley Hunt to the 20,000 volt transmission lines along the road where
switches on the top of the poles could be opened. Taking a long pole, Ellis
pulled one of the switches down. He overdid it and pulled the switch clean
off its anchorage. But his luck was in - men were working on that
transmission line close by and they soon have it up again. He then took
Atteley Hunt into the old stables where there were transformers, 80 kw which
reduced the voltage to 440 and 240. They then walked up over the underground
channels, taking the current toc the top of the hill where a switchboard about
12 feet long was inspected. A Father Shaw engine batiervy charging generators
the BOO volt direct current gensrators, a large bank of accusulators, were
shown to Atteley Hunt. Ellis then stood him alongside the bhelt from the
Gardiner engine to the alternator and the Gardiner engine was started up.
Atteley Hunt had been told that when Ellis sat on the belt and the top belt
met the bottom belt that was the best adjustment. Butb when the belt on
speeding up swung about and swayed and locked as though it would come off,
Atteley Hunt backed out of the door. He was then shown the mast, 400 feet
high, which sab on three glass insulators. He was shown vwhen the insulators
cracked and had to be renswed, Jacks were borrowed from the Navy to 1ift the
mast and the new insulators inserted. He was next taken to the living
quarters ang shown the single men's residence, the house for the officer in
charge and one house for one operator. Ellis then asked Atteley Hunt why he
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had been given 20 pounds per vear over a landline operator. Only an
electronical engineer would have charge af 25,000 volt lines and a@pavatas A
mechanical engineer would be in charge of the %&aiﬁegf & sstate agent looking
after the cohtages, & poad © emai for the road, an engineer in charge of the
mast and aerials, a manager for the acres of land and the fernces, a radio
engineer for the radio E@u&{&iﬁg liﬁiﬁéiﬁg & 5 ww arc set, a professiomal for
the watchkeeping over Eﬁﬁ largest coverage of any radio station in the world,
wabtchkeeping over the miliions of pounds, pounds worth of ships, cargo and
passengers. Ellis then told Atteley Hunt of a morning when three ships were
on fire abt the one time during his wabchkesping, It wasg ab the btime of the
coal strikes at Newcastle and cosl wWas beilng brought in from Bngland -~ it was
the coal that wasg murming. Then came fhe &@gu‘sng “do vou consider it enough
when you have given ne 20 afunfq per annum above bhe salary of a lardline
operator?” Attelev Humt stood silent for & Iong time. then he said "this
casge must be Eét@@ﬁyﬁf come over tomorrow, T will see Mr. Sykes (the post
office advocare ab the Arbitration hearingl, whoe iz in Perth and will have the
case recpened.”™ Highley elated, 211is took the ferry across the Zwan River to
the address he was given and knocked on the huge doors of rge S‘l?d1n§
No-one came, ne kicked the door, then use a brick. A mess 8
out and ye?leﬁ at him to sbop. ﬁheh £oid about Atteley Hunk, he said “he's
not here® and shut the door. The brick made him open it again and Bliis put
his foot in the door. WUhen L@Eé bey Bake it oub, Bliis told bthe messenger to
give it & kick and see what happensd. Then the meﬁganqer said, "what is this
all about?™ and was told all about it. He then ssild "I71] see what 1 can
do®, After a long while, he rebturned and said "come in®. Blliz was taken
inside to a chair in a large emabf room. ALl this is being set down exactly
as it was told about 1943 to Lionel Hook, George aApplely and John Mulholland
in Melboume when BEllis was one nan ééi@@aiieﬂ for a rise in wagss for the
coastal radio service. Ellis sat on the chalr a long time and began to worder
if it was all for real, could this be 3@&&15 ‘&g ening,  Ab long last s door
opened across the room, Atteley Hunt came oubt at a trot, saying "I am Sez
this happened. Mr. Svkes says it would u@ Qﬁ”wé wrong o recpen the case
*Coodbye,” and shoved oub two fingers. a daze, BEilis sl t
ard Atteley Hunt turned and ran througi
' to

@
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replied telling him to keep calm. He wrote to the er of the House of
Representatives and received a three page letter £ post office, as
stupid as if it has been written by a o . Bili *Es& toid Atteley Hunt
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About 1922 Nauen in Germany started serding press at 3.00 a.m. Perth time on
very long waves. Applecross was asked to receive this press and pass it on
the landliine to Melbourne. The first four mornings, four different operators,
got only bits and pieces. Then Ellis took it down word perfect and got the
job. For a few months his day's work was to take down that press and send it
on the landline, about 2 hours work., At first the other operators also copied
it as best they could but soon give it up as a bad job. As told about
earlier, this was because Ellis had put in 2 years solid work training himself
to follow a weak signal through many longer signals static, and radic
inductive interference,

FROM THE MAILBOX

We have received a letter from one the our most well-known ex—BReam veterans,
WILF ATKIN who is still kicking along nicely being now 83 years young. Wilf,
as most of the Beam veterans know, is a man of considerable humour, a
comaodity greatly needed in the operating game, especially in its formative
vears., In cleaning out a pile of old papers and books, Wilf came across some
of his old scripts which he used to appear in various roles and which in
Sydney were staged mainly at the North Sydney Council Chambers. Though it was
not planned that way, it always seemed to be held on the same night as the
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting. But I disagree,

Wilf writes,

"In the April edition of the 1982 NEWSLETTER I again read the very interesting
article by my old friend, JIM JACOBS. We were on the R.M.S. Tshiti together
in 1927 and became close friends.

Woen we were advised that the Union Company was golng to take us over from
A W.A. on a certain date Jim applied for, and got, a Job in the Melbourne
Beam. I managed, [wrangled would be bebter word), to geb Lransferred to an
2ld English tramp and 4id'nt return 0 Sydney for seven months,

After my accumulated leave I was transferred (o the ORMISTON and then to the
Iron Master, and it was due Lo the efforts of Jim Jacohs that I was brought
ashore to join the Melbourne Beam staff.

Jim knew I had done 2 siint in the ¥.2. Post Office and could read the sounder
and brought this fact to the attention of Ceorge Apperliey who was then the
Melbourne manager.

Jim also took me into his home and his mother, a widow, treated me as ancther
son, and - Oh Boy - could’nt she cook!

A word about Jim. He was smart, thorough in all he tackled and a born ieader
moreover, ne had a great sense of humour - similar to vour own - angd a2 great
organi ser.

Reading his article through again, which is in a low %egg one realised he must
have Deen a brilliant soldisr, and I an happy and oroud to think we were cio:@
friends in cur early twenties, He was one vear older than me and if he

still around bapy-sitting for his great grandchildren he will be 8% on ﬁarcz
1lth, 1587,

ind regards, Jim, and

i shrieked (he
crogzed that ocub and th




Wilf was in Svéney recently to attend the 40th anniversary of the Cricket Club
(Sydney that is) on the same night that Jack Sheath was made a Life Member.

My spies informed me that he wes in good form and had the y&apg&r mambers of
the Cricket Club in Siztcheé with his revelations of the “olden davs™, as our
younger members call them.

It is good to hear from you Wilf, but for the sake of posterity, T wish you
would commit some of your memoirs to paper for me before they are lost forever.

VALE

We report the loss of cur old mate and veteran, KEITH WILMOT. I have'nt much
information on Xeith, except that he was draughtsman with 0.T.C.A. A few
vears back he suffered a horrifving accident when he fell under a train and
lost part of his foot and a few fingers.

He passed away on Sunday, 36th March, 1386,

Cur sincere sympathy goes to his family and friends.

PEOPLE AND PLACES

W.A. (Bi1l) BROWN and wife, MOMNA, accompanied oy BERNIE & BETTY HARRISON
called in at the Ceduna Satellite Earth Station on their way arcund Australiz
in their camping wagons. BRBill has only recently retired but I understand
Rernie retired same vears acgo. Both are e Sydney and Melbourne. They all
iook remarkably fit. Thev were enioving their trip and also the visit to our
station, being shown around by a friend of Bill's, ED. WILLINGHAM. I
understand that thev also had a good night with 24, recalling old times.
Their next stop, I believe, is to be Esperance,

OLD MORSEMEN PLEASE NOTE

Chas. Carthew enijoys reading his NEWSLETTER but he has one beef - and that is
that though there iz a good response from the old Cablemen who submit some
excellient articles, there is a lot of room for improvement for the ¢ld
vorsemen of the Beam and (oastal and Isliand Radio services. There must still

be a lot of you out there, he says, s0 what about more ar ticles from this area.

CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN OHDER

Those who have perused the A.G.M. Minutes of the N.5.W., Branch of O0.T.V.A.
will note that RON MACDONALD has relinquished the position of N.S.W. Presider
and CORDON CUPIT was nominated and has been elected in his place. FPFirstly,
our thanks go to Rom, with the hope that his back trouble w111 be resolved,
for his work in the pogition of President Of t%e N.5.W, Branch and our best

wishes go to Gordon who has been iﬁ lved with the Veterans over many years,
and who, in mv opinion, a very worthy succ %QS ro Ron as the President of our
Branch.

ters, he is also involved in the
trong proponent for the creation
ol rnow coming closer to fruition.

Gordon is not only interested in Veteran mat
archiving of historical material and has a 8
of a museum of telegrahic equipment and whic
Congratulation to you both, fellers, to vou Ron for the service you have
aiven, and to you, Cordon, for the service we know you wiil give.



30
VALE

We regret to advise of the passing of one of the old A.W.A. men A. McEntyre,
aged 76 years, and who died on 19th June, 1986, after suffering a massive
heart attack. Our condolences to his widow Gladys and friends. We have no

record of this Veteran other than what appears above, but I would be grateful
of anyone having more information in passing it on to me.
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