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VICTORIA

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

(QUEENSLAND

WEST AUSTRALIA

REUNION,

REUNION,

REUNION, THURSDAY - 22 NOVEMBER

REUNION,

(TRANSPORT DEPARTS BRISBANE OFFICE
380 QUEEN STREET AT 11 AM ~ WIVES
AND/GR FRIENDS WELCOME TO ATTEND)

REUNION,

MEETINGS AND REUNIONS

FRIDAY - 7 DECEMBER
TIME & PM

FRIDAY - S NOVEMBER
TIME 5,30 PM

TIME 2.30 PM

TUESDAY - 13 NOVEMBER

TIME 12 NOON

TUESBAY - 27 NOVEMBER
TIME 5 PM

CONFERENCE CENTRE,
4TH FLOOR, QTC HOUSE,
MARTIN PLACE, SYDNEY.

OTC HOUSE,
382 LONSDALE STREET,
MELBOURNE

BRAX HORROCKS HOME,
7 MIEGUNYAH AVENUE,
UNLEY PARK,

BRISBANERADIO (VIB),
TOORBUL POINT.

COCLABAH TAVERN,
MORLEY .

INTERSTATE MEMBERS AND VISITORS WILL BE WELCOMED AT
THESE FUNCTIONS, BUT PRICR ADVICE OF INTENTION TG
ATTEND WOULD Bﬁ APPRECIATED BY THE ORGANISERS,

FREREERRTH

NOT ONLY FOR CATERING PURPQOSES BUT TO GET
CONFIRMATION OF TIMES AND VENUES.
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28TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

11TH MAY 1984

The meeting was declared open by the Acting President, Ron McDonald
at 6 o.m.

PRESENT

A. Arndt, L. Brown, C. Bardweil, C. prophy, T. Bastow, A. Barrie,
Beecham, R. Cruikshank, J, Collister, G. Cupit, B, Collett, M. Casey,
Cooper, G. Day, 8. Darragh, M. Dobson, R. Doohan, V. Dunlop, M. Conchoe,
Ebert, 5. Gray, J. Hodgson, A. Hanson, A. Hanlon, D. Hegarty, E. Haran,
Hughes, 7. Keen, R. Knightley, W. Luke, E. Leweniec, R, McDonald,
tontgomery, H. McInnes, G. Maltby, N. Martin, T. Molloy, G. McDonald,
Payne, R. Peacock, J. Peridis, C. Raecke, 0. Richardson, P. Skinner,
Swinney, W. Schmidt, J. Sullivan, H. Stone, T. Thatcher, J. Toland,
Taylor, £. Thornley, K. Vincent, J. Whittaker, P. Whisson, D. Woods,
Yer.

® " 3 * . . . .
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APGLOGIES

A. Agius, £. Anthoney, J. Anderson, 0. Bourne, J. Bonnici, A. Brown,
. Burgess, K. Bondfleld, R. Branson, R. Baty, T. Bishton, R. Brown,
Broacbent, K. Bobrige, M. Condon, W. Chant {Snr.}, W. Chant (Inr.},
Cilia, R, Cassar, B. Callaghan, J. Cresswick {Snr.), 3. Cresswick {(Jnr.),
Dalley, P. Day, 3. Davies, 8. Day, J. cowards, P, Feely, G. Fraser,
Frost, V. Gibson, A, Griffiths, G. Gosewinckel, T. Gunning, L. Gowanlock,
Harris, A. Henkel, P. Harris, L. Hunt, E. Harcourt, D. Kimnersley,
tennon, D, Lloyd, C. Maiden, P. Meulman, X. Morgan, C. Marnning, E£. Norris,
Newlyn, D. Osborne, K. Oxley, J. Orton, w. O'Donnell, 1. Perrett, J. Pow,
Pattiniott, A. Ricketts, E. Ritchie, %, Smith, B, Saunders, B. Stockbridge,
Sheppherd, K. Stone, R. Tully, S. £. Taylor, C. Thompson, C. Vanhtrick,
Wrignt, C. Watson, J. Walker, A. K. walker.
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The President welcomed official gquests and all members to the
meeting, A special welcome was extended to the following naw members
attending their first meeting:

Hay Peacock
Dave Richardson
Darrell Hegarty

Brian Surran

Yernon Yen

Fraternal grestings were received from the Quarter Century Club of
Teleglobe Canada, and the Presidents and members of our Victorian, GQueensland,
south Australian and Western Austrelian Branches, on the occasion of gur AGM.
A cordial Invitation has been issed from our Sranches, to any of us who are
interested in attending their nex: meetings, wnich are listed in the April
Newsletter.
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One minute's silence was observed to mark the passing of members
during the vyear:-

Cyril dUrguhart
Frank Dunstall
Philin Geeves
A1 Boord
Tony Grima
Lindsay Shepard
Jim Donnelly
Harold Grady
Ted 0'Donnell
Harry Bromley
val Litenhfield
8111 Richardson
Yince Duignan
Bert Edwards
Joe Hawkins

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The minutes of our previous meeting were distributed to members on
their arrival and were declared open to discussion. There being no discus-
sion it was moved by Horrie Mclnnes and seconded by Des Woods that the min-
utes of the 27th Annual General Meeting be conflrmed.

Carried unanimously.

BALANCE SHEET AND ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

The Balance Shset was presented to all members present and there
neing no discussion 1t was movad by Bruce Colletl and seconded by Jrme
Cooper that the Balance Sheet and Auditors report be aocepled.

Carried unanimously.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The President declared all offices vagant, and called for
nominations for a Returning Officer to conduct the annual elections.

Mr. Randy Payne was nominated by Lou Brown and seconded by Jack
whittaker, there being no further nominations, Mr. Randy Payne was duly
elected as Returning Officer.

The Returning Officer called for nominations for the office of
President. Mr, R. McDonald was nominated by Des Woods and seconded by
George Maitby. There being no further nominations, Mr. R. McOonald was
geclared Fresident.

Mr. A. Arndt was nominzted as Honcrary Secretary by G. Malitby and
seconded by R, Doohan, there being no further nominations, Mr. A. Arnct was
- ¥y H tuf H
geciared Honorary Secretary.

Mr, J. Collister was nominatec as Honorary Treasurer oy G. Jay and
seconded by K. Vincent, there being no further nominations, Mr., J. Coliister
was declared Honorary Traasurer.

oot e
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the previous committes members indicateg their willingness to accept
a further term of office. Mr. G. Maltby nominated the present sommittee in
toto, seconded by 0. Cooper and were:- Messrs, J. Anderson, R. 3aty, L. Brown

A. Collett, G. Day, A. Griffiths, T. Thatcher, 5. Thompson, K. Vincent and
J. Whittaker were duly elsclted as Committee.

NOMINATION FOR GENERAL SECRETARY

The meeting was advised that Mr. C. Carthew has heen forced to
decline his nomination for the position of General Secretary of all Branches,
due to his poor health. At their earliest convenience, all Branch Secreta-
ries will call for nominations to allow a national vote for this position
to take place at our AGMs in 1985,

28TH ANNUBL REUNIONM

In accordance with the feelings expressed at this, and previous
meetings, the President suggested we endeavour to secure the OTC House
Conference Centre on Friday, 7th December 1984. Moved by L. Brown and
seconded Dy A. Arndt, carried unanimously and further agreed that the
necessary arrangements be attended to by the Committee.

SICK LIST

The President regretfully reported the following memners were
either sick, or recovering from illness:-

Les Hunt is In St. Vincents Hospital recovering from a Gall 8ladder Operation
#e hope he will socon be out and about again.

Charlie #Watson has nneumonia and is confined to hed at home.

Johry Lennon 15 in Concord Rep. Hospital with a disorder of his nlood.
Hopefully his proolem willi socon be solved.

Jim Anderson has the "flu" and regrets he was unable fo be in attendance
tonight.

Claude Dalley 1s now off the sick list but was unable to be here tonight
because his wife is not too well. We look forward to seeing them both at
our Annual Reunion 1n December,

The committee discussed the suggested new OTVA Logo and declided o
use it on our Newsletter in a red colour. However, due to the strong feel-
ings expressed at our last AGM, the lapel badge could perhaps have the morse
key changed,

A motion was put to the meeting to make this change. After some
discussion 1t was moved by J. Collister and seconded by G. Day that the
motion be altered to read, "We leave the badge as is until present stocks of
them are exhausted, then bring this matter up again at a future 4GM for
discussion.” Carried unanimously.
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GENERAL BUSINESS

At the last committee meeting it was proposed that we donate $250
to the "Philip Geeves Memorial Trust Fund" (details of which appeared in our
April Newsletter). After President Ron confirmed such an amount was avall-
able in our Account, it was moved by R. Payne and seconded by G. McDonald,
that $250 be donated, but the door be left open to allow any intending dona-
tions from individual members to be made. Carried unanimously. Detalls of
these extra donations will be given in our October Newsletter.

The President expressed the appreciation and thanks of the
Association, to the Commission for its continued generous support of our
Association.

Mr. G. Maltby gave a brief repcrt on his attendance at our
Queensland Branch AGM that he had the pleasure of attending last week. He
said all their members (including "Pinto") are in good health, and wished to
be remembered to us.

Mr. J. Collister asked members interested in a "Golf Day", to keep
30th September 1984 in mind, as he intends to arrange something on this day.

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at
.30 pm.

A. J. ARNDY,
Honorary Secretary.

17th May 1984,

VALE

Claude Dalley has advised us of the death of CHARLES TOWNSEND
HALSTED, a well-known ex-Supervisor of the PCB.

Charles passed away on 23rd August 1984, in Bramstead, England,
aged approximately 97 years,

our sympathy is extended to his family. Many of the old PCB cable
boys will remember this fine gentleman.

R F W RR
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VALE

Wwe have recelved the pews from Wendy Litchfield, that her father,
VAL LITCHFIELD, died on 4th May this year. Val served in communications for
some 46 years. He 1s survived by his daughter and wife, Gwendolyn.

Our sincere regrets go fo both of them and the immediate family
members.

L s s s g 8223

JOHN BEDE LENNON - THE MOST HAPPY FELLOW

Few deaths have affected so many people in all walks of life than
the passing of Johnny Lennon, a bloke I dubbed personally as “The Most Happy
Felier",

I can do no befter than reproduce here his obituary in the Bondi
local newspaper under the heading

"Farewell Johnny*,

It states

Our globe-trotting "Rolling Stone" Johnny Lennon stopped rolling on
Saturday, (lath July) when after a short illness he Joined departed Life-
saving mates on Patrol in Heaven.

"When you part from a friend you grisve nof. For that which
you love most in him may become clearer in his absence.®

Johnny "Low Tide", as he was affectionately krown to his surf club
mates, was a loner, but never lonely. A man with a million friends all over
the world, from Russia toc Rushcutter's Bay, Rabaul to Bondi, and all points
of the compass.

A competent sportsman, in surf life-saving, swimming and tennis he
enjoyed these activities to the fullest. When he wasn't visiting friends in
foreign lands, he was first a Wireless Operator, then Manager with OTC at
Cocos Island, Samarai, Port Moresby and Rabaul, Papua-New Guinea.

A respected member of many clubs and crganisations throughout the
world, including Tattersalls, SCG Trust, Easts tLeague, Bondi "Jiggers", he
gid his bit with the Merchant Navy as an operator, but his first and last
iove was North Bondi Surf Life-Saving Club, where his membership was
approaching 50 years,

JOHN B. LENNON - WE SALUTE v0u.

EREEFEEERE
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The above 1s a fine tribute

& . grest ni@ka but an incident in
which he was involved kept nagoing at
-

and Just when I thought T was gbinq
mad I was leeﬁ a contact, one Mo, ries C%ristlaﬂseﬂ? A Ezﬂgwtime assocl
o the same school together., Charles
st of us xnew - that  Joha hac heen a

was able to confirm something that mo
brilliant student with a photographic memory, and with the capability of
being anything he wanted to be, despite the fact that his education was
interrupted by the death of his fathsr which necessitated John, as the
sldest, having to quit school to helip suppisment the family rtaw . Charles
38YS tbat ong of the teachers was almost in tears when JOhH left, saying that
a pupil of John's ootentisl appeared in a teacher's 1ife perhaps once in 3
life-time, and it was a near tragedy Lo lose him,

]

ate of Johnny's. In fact they went €

ot was & member of the Bonedl Ioehbergs
he Junior the Bondi Amateur Swimsming
Club, being a doror of Irophies to both

Charles also told me that
Ciub and took over the fraining of
Club as well as the Nortn Bongl Surt
of them.

M“(’C'
o

-
i
o
(9
,‘
b

But the incident I remember occurred in the late Forties, 47 or
"48.  John was coaching some of nis Juniors when fwo freak waves rose out of
nowhere and rushed over the beach right up to the road retaining wall
leaving men, women, kids, babies, swimmers and non-swimmers struggling in
the water trying to reach shore. John grabbed a board, heading for those
who were in obvious signs of distress, bringing them in in twos, and on
occasions, threes, dumping them in the shallows and then paddiing out for
pthers. It was due mainly to the efforts of people such as John and other
strong surf swimmers that a major tragedy was averted. His act dio not go
unnoticed.

wv

At that time s radio station, Zuw, I believe, had a Fridg
show called "The ZUW Soorts Parade”, s segment being set asice for a
"Sporisman of the week" award, ang John was inviteo to attena.

Those of us on duty th had had g sneaker tunad into Z2W
rigeed up on the old Shanghal C sbls, keeping one ear on the interview
and one on the traffic. The sh ad witn the int e?v1%#€* interviewing

John, but ended up with John interviewing the Interviewer, so that oy the
time the segment had finished the annoguncer had gone through his check list
of guestions with about five minutes to spare.

Johnny's good-humoured approach and infectious laugh delicghted the
studio audience.

The campere evidently looking at John's roly-nG ”ﬁys?qué said
"Your indiviudal feat in this whole thing is even mors Lerafxableg Jobin,
hecause, 1f you will pardon me saying so, vou don't look like anything like
the image conjured up when somecne mentions “"Bondl Life-Saver™. John ook
it in stride, and told the story of fhe man who was visiting the home of a
millionaire businessman and who stopped to ask directions to the house from
a ragetty-looking dﬁk@f working in the garden. "1 have an appointment wit
Mr, Sheriden and [ don't want fo be lateY, he explalned., The Ygardener®
looked at his watceh and replied, "Ifm Sheridan - and you are Oy Na means
late". "If you will pardon me saying so, Mr. Sheridan," sald the visitor,
Uhut you don't look like z miilionaire”. Sheri ar 3w$*v and repilied, *I
don't have to look like a miilionaire - I am a millicnaire®.
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"And it's the same with me,” sald John. "I don't have to look like
a lifgwsaver - I am a life-saver®,

Me brought the house down. Whal's more, he gobt a 25 pound award.
8ig money in those davs.

John loved kids. By the time he had finished doing the Island

Outstaticons there wasn't one youngsisr who could not swim. His ;a»l@ﬂce
with even the most wary-of-the-water kids was unending, and the confidence
; : i

lled in them was amazing.
You are going to be hard man to replace, Jobn Bede Lennon.

HEARL SRR

FROM QUR CANADIAN COLLEAGUES

HARGLD M. LE QUESHE, President of the Teleglobe Canada Quarter Century Club
{¥iestern Chapter),. writes:-

"Wery many thanks for your Newsletter April 1984, really a very
excellent report on Overseas Telecommunications Veterans' &ssaezaz+0n 5
affairs in Australasia.

If this reaches you in time (and it did) please sonvey to your
President, Executive Members and all Members very warm fraternal yreetlngs
ang best wishes from all members of the Qu &ftﬁ“ “eafury Clun of Teleglobe
Canada (Western ! ngaer at your 28th Annual General Meeting of the NSW
granch on Friday, 11 May 1984,

My wife, Watherine, and I have so many hapoy memories of our visits
to Australla and New Zealand and particularly fo have been ahle o Jjolin your
members at their Annual Banguets, 1975, 1980 and 1983, So many of your
members were so kind Lo us.

irculate ;u&? Newslefter gmong the Australians, they being
l.awrence Peter Crakanthorp - B. L. Johnnis Fisk - Bart 8. Flstcher - John
Kalght - Donald L. Schutz - RQUEfz i, Soott.

h

There WeTe SO many zwtﬁz&stiﬁg items in your Newslebfer that I will
not make special mention, suffice to say that you and YOUT group have put
together a most interesting document.

with very best wishes to vou and yours,

Fraternally yours,

HAROLD.
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The efficiency of, iance on the [RS network
during those perilous times in the following extract
r the I Intelligencs 958 guoting from a
r ot st "TT was B.40 z.m. they

Ti P o the 3 ast as T flashed the report

oM By nm where it was tapped out to station VIT

as is e hands of Tulagi control in less that 10 minutes™.
Due to ﬁa §ﬂ$ér gbiaaé nature of the cond the mejior cperational burden
for enemy reporting in the Pacific was ask of the field coast-
watchers and their communication stations e Panua/NG-Solomon Island.
However, in the serial battles over Darwis contribution by the coast-
watching network was significant in providing warnings and alerting for
rescue. It is now history that 9/2/47, Darwinradic 0IL Lou Curncock gave
RAAF Dperations 23 minuies walr f the £ from civilian coast-waltcher
Father MeGrath on Bathurst Isl t 18 s from the same task force
that attacked Pearl Harbour wes heir Although the warning of this
devastating rald was ignored a una nroud of censorship secrec
for many years, ﬁcv%?th81885$ ved t fficiency of the Coast-watching
communications.

As previcusly me aver Port

Moresby and Darwin., Staff -
Port MoreshDy: N. Odge Alan
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developed in the field with the expert help
they were rarely, if ever, off

4fter tha Eion I will now endeavour to answer Alan vagg's

enquiry. Tim Neals marily on 0 ﬁhwﬁatﬁﬁiﬂ’ jutiss from May 1942

until the end of the war., From i er 1543, toto
Milne Bay, Finschaffen, Hollano: thonos bDack Lo Lae

and Port Moresby o cepart Fed g srrived Port Morsesoy
in February 1943, to Milne Ba schaffen and Las untill
5 aa%’e : iso on coast ived the MBE,  Les

A Tats T - exton, whom I last saw
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in Newcastle, shortly after the outbresk of war, when we were in port on 4if-
ferent ships, left AWA and I pelieve joined the PMG Radio Branch. #He later
went to the Solomons serving with distinetion as a coast-watcher Lieutenant
RANVR on Malaifa and was awarded the US tegion of Merit. There are various
mentions of him in Eric Feldt's book including "As in other walks of life,
the professional radio-operator is shead of the amateur. Sexton, on Mslaita,
could transmit and receive signals from Vila when ng ome else in the Groun
couldt .

Finally, in 1942 AWA staff serving in Papua-NG and CRS stations at
Usrwin and Thursday Island were accorded naval rank.

ERERRERE

OVERSEAS TELECOMMUNICATIONS VETERANS' ASSOCIATION { QUEENSLAND)

Minutes of the 9th Annual Seneral Meeting, held in Indoorocpilly at
noon on Wednesday, Sth May 1984,

President Alan Jones opened the meeting and welcomed those present:

Jim Banks, Denis Chambers {Melbourne), Laz Eliou, Sid Gill, ALf Goeby
Bob Hooper, George Maltby (Sydrey), John Marshall, Denis Mocrhouse,
John Norris, John Ponsonby, Vince Sim and 8ob Webster.

Apologies were received from:

Dean Laws, Rowlsy Lane, Alan Rees, Bill Schmidt, Gordon Collyer,
wiif Atkin, Frank Bond, Les Coubleday, Stan Gray, Kev Hiscook,
Blue Easterling and Charles Carthew.

Minutes of the previcus AGM were adopted as o
Corresponcence from absent members was read and adopted and the meeting
recorded its pleasure at the news that Charles Carthew is improving in
health,

The financial statement was received, showing a current hbalance of
$186.84. It was agreed that supscriptions remain at $2 for the current year.

The President gave a brief repor:, apologising for having been
unable to keep in touch with retirsd members as much as he would wish or had
intended,

All offices were then declarec vacant hut unanimously re-elected,

i.e.:
Prasigent - Blan Jones
Secretary - Jim Banks
Treasurer - Denis Moorhouse
Buditor - John Morris

Gecrge Maltby gave a hrief run-down on the current status and
Future plans of 072, and confirmed the Commission's continued interest in
and support for the Veterans Associations,



- 77 -

It was agreed that the next meeting be held at Brisbane Radlo on g
day to be fixed in November and that wives/frilends of members would be
particularly welcome.

After thanking Jim and Margaret Kelly, son-in-law and daughter of

"Binta', for the use of their lovely home, Presicent Alan closed the meeting.
The usual excellent fellowship then ensued.

e Ko KN R

SOMETHING CONCRETE ABQOUT SOUTHPORT CABLE STATION

Regular readers of this journal will remember the query raised by
nglue" Easterling on page 43 of the April Issue as to the use of the concrete
slab, or plinth, jutting up through the Operating Room floor. 1 offer these
reasons without comment, awaiting adjudication from anyone willing and cou-
rageous enough to enter into the discussion.

Qur first contribution comes from Albert “Henk® Henkel, a member of
the service and who was a member of the OTCA Investigations Section in Syaney
priocr to retirement. He writes:-

nThese concrete slabs were put in at all Cable Stations, under the
floor, to absorb any vibration which may have adversely affected
the siphon ink recorder (which recorded incoming and ocutgoing
signals) in the receiving instruments which were narticularly
sensitive to any external movement. The four corners of each slab
were mounted with rubber shockers £o support a wooden platfors
which held the siphon recorder in place."
Alan Arndt adds a note to this. He says, "From my experisnce at
Norfolk and Cocos Islands Cable Stations we alsc had our magnifists and
forks mounted on concrete slabs for the same reasons, especially at Norfolk
which was earth tremor prone.”

Hot an the heels of tnis came a memo from Len Vella (WA Branchj,
who says*-

"On Page 43 of the April NEWSLETTER re ‘plinth'.

This concrete slab was known as the Plinth on which the Clock
Controls, there being two (one maln one, and one spare; were placed.
They were part of the Regenerator System, the synchronome clock,

the synchroniser, and the clock controls. Tre slinth was made of
concrete and went down as far as was necessary to reach solld rock
foundations.® )

To someone who does not know, both explanations seem reasonable.

HEY ... CLAUDE ... CLAUDE DALLEY ... I know you are out there somewhere.
How about being the Arbitrator on this for us.

ERERTRREEHR
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THE PORTLY CENTLEMAN - A TRISUTE

By HUGH TAYLOR.

I was very SCrTy toc read in the April NEWSLETTER that Cyril Urouhart
had passed on. We knew him as "THE PORTLY SENTELMAN®. He was Just that.

I remember that he was al Madang when the Jags raided the townshin
and realising he couldn't get ints the slit trench he gave g bail tn ball -
or rather - a bomb to bomb description of it cver the air.

When Madang was evacuated he travelled up to Mount Hagan from whare
he was fiown, with others, to Horn Island (7.I1.).

I was at Manus when the Jaa i%ﬂjaﬁ there. We made our getaway by
schooner to Bogajim ard thence to ML, Hagan
HRERREREE %

EDITOR'S NOTE

Mr, Ladrie Durrant advises he has finished nhis book on the History
of Coast Radio in Australia. He has asked me to pass on his sincerest
thanks to all our Veterans, who coniributed materisl to him for inclusion in
this publication.

The book should be released in 1985 anc Newsletter will keep you
aovised as o when it will be availabls,
EHEL SRR

RIPT SCRIPT [FROM SCRIPTURE HISTORY).

gi‘f’ H?}{}N?D it .

At first I thoughi it was 5'E&ﬁ ce 'he; I reai;s&

I had
nassed gver the great divide and wa e was
there to greet me, and gave me a very o aexs I Lhkuk we was %@cut to
tell me to get to Hell out of the o some of the Angels standing
around asked me whars [ was from. t omy last lob was with 270 and

mve been %arar ng Director -

=

that there were those who thouoht I

well, that was the opinion of my Mum and Aunt Petronella. So the Angels
approached Peter and spoke to him thusly, “"Let him stay. We rarely el
anyone from there." And Peter Tﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ§ Pwell, iits ~g~;n5i my better judge-
ment, but report Lo the Store and draw vour wings, then return hers for me
bty affix them. And Ponto - 1if you run into u%&flgé gon't let on that you
played trumpet in the local band. The old windbag is still skiting sbout
what he did af Jericho, and now he's got some idea of having a go at the

Herlin Wsll.

Peter also intimated that he knew an early relativ
Pilate who became an embarrassment fo the family when ne was hav
"hanky panky" with Salome, and which still dogs the i th
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committed a "faux pas" by promising to deliver the head of John Lhe Flautist
on a plate if she performed the dance of the seven veils in public, He was
abroad one night in AD33 when one of the crowd "fingered” nim as being a2 good
friend af the man who was betrayed for $3.00. Old Hepzikiah got caught up in
this and has paid dearly sver since. She has been condemned to remain 10 the
First Heaven for life, whers she is employed doing a spot of pillow-filling
during the moulting season, and occasionally some ped vetting, which T am

not sure she got from her arithemetical skill or a weak bladder.

thoughts or back-
was then free o

Peter gave me the standard warning that any evi
biting could pe the cause of my wings dropplng off, and
explore the area.

1
I

It was only natural that I was flying further afield and out-
distancing most of the others. I had heard that the Angels of The Seven
Heaver weTe a bit of lovely homework - not that there was much chance of
making it ~ but hope does spring eternal. So, one fine morning, armed with
a goodly supply of angel's food cake and corned heef sandwiches, I started
the long flight to see for myself. After going many hundreds of cublts 1
began to feel somewhat weary and landed on a nit of cosmic nebulae for a
rest. I hadn't been there long when I felt a gentle zephyr and a feeling of
well-being when & beautiful Angel from Seventh Heaven landed beside me.

I looked at her ... she looked at me ... then she hurriedly took
off. what a terrible predicament to be in, hundreds of cubits from home and
my wings lying at my feet,

I realised I was in dire trouble when there was a howling gale, and
Peter made such a hurried landing that he scorched the feathers on nis "ong
bong point”. With continued criss of "I knew it « I knew it", how ne dressed
me up.

Just then there came that gentle purring of wings ang the arngel was
back again. She looked at him ... Peter looked at her ... and Peter's wings
£211l off. She helped me on with mine, and as we left together I said,
"3rother, am I going to enjoy this®.

I took over his job for a few weeks, until Geoffrey arrived. His
wife had been having an affair with Lionel who lived just down the street.
They fed Geoffrey with ground glass which caused his sudden arrival. He was
a jet expert from Fisherman's Bend. "Get Lionel up here and I'1il fit you
with the finest jet ever made to enable you to get back to earth," he said.
No sooner said than done, but believe it or not, I got back to earth just in
time to see my wife getting re-married. Rather unseemly, I thought, to bring
him back to the home I was still paving off. I hid under the bed, and next
morning I felt like saying, "And she can't cook, either." I am afrald my
chances of getting to Heaven arg very siim now ...

ET S ST S E L d s

A NOTE ABOUT THE AUTHOR

He recently had ataract opera-
g om

John Ponsonby is 88 years of age B0
ntributions to NEWSLETTER may De rarer

tion o his eyass, and fears thal nhis co
in the futurs. Let's hope nolt, Ponto.

e
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They go down by bus, car and ‘plane, and some by raii - but they
get there.

Estimates show that the 1984 wWaguga Weekend 1s expected to attract
more than 200 OTC members and their families.

And now, a little about John Norris, who was kind enough to relate
this story to Greg Harris.

John worked in the Melbourne Operating Room from 1946 until 10th
June 1970, when he was transferred to the newly-opened Brisbane Operating
Room. He plaved for the Melbourne team in the inaugural match in 1948, ana
captained the Melbourne team from 1933 to 1570, and continued to play for
the Melbourne team even after his transfer to Brisbane, He has the pest
attendance record of anyone, having missed only one weekend, and still holds

the record for the highest score (90 N.G.) scored in 1950.

Many thanks must go to tou, Lyell, and George for starting what has
become an OTC tradition.

FRRE R RR XN

OTVA SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH

The Adelaide/South Australian Branch of the OTVA held its winter
meeting at the Royal Hotel, Kent Town, on 24th May, in the afterncon. This
venue 1is proving to be guite satisfactory with the advantage that parking 1is
no problem.

Those present were Charles Smith, Claud Whitford, Bert Dudiey, Ken
Springbett, Les Reynolds, Fred Reeve, Max Lang, Keith Parker, Harold Oates,
qscar Goldswarthy, Ken Collett, Geoff Cox, Brian Morrell (Perth), George
Rowe, Norman Mackay, Ron Ward, Bill Hyde and Brax Horrocks.

Apologies were receivec from CLIFF 2irks and Eric Symes. CLiff
phoned to say how disappointed he was at not being able to join us, but he
was not well and confined to bed. We were unable to get in Touch with Ralph
Matthews or Hugh Taylor, and are a bit worried about Rocky Gordon who did
not reply to our letter, which is most unusual for him.

We were sorry to hear of the death of Jerrold Shaw. Poor fellow,
he had been ill for some time.

On behalf of all members, the President, Brax Horrocks, extended a
warm welcome to Brian Morrell, President of the OTVA in western Australia.
It was good to meet him and we hope that he enjoyed our meeting.

Fraternal greetings were recelved Trom the Sydney, Melbourne and
Perth Branches, and also from Pat Sykes (WA) and Bruce Sutheriand of N.Z.

Our next meeting will be at the home of Brax Horrocks, tnley Park,
at 2.30 p.m. on the fourth Thursday in November 1984, {That should be the
272nd if my calendar is correct.)
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DOWN MEMORY

-

By BRAX HORRODKS.

- morning. Tufty Baker
slaep which for the past
way South from Trincomales.

It is Tussday April 1ith 1943 amé &

Frank McCay and I are passengers on g tiny o
few days has slipped throuch enemy watgr& o i

Ei} j£4)

r
i

e 0 et
U e !

We stand on the foredeck as the anchor is dropped at the entran

of this most beautiful lagoon. The anchor chain revesls that we ars in six
fathoms but looking down through quite incredibly clear waier. [ have the
illusion that our Ksel is almost touching the bottom - a botiom not of mud
or sand or rock, but a fairyland garden of living coral in all the colours
of the rainbow aﬂd mary more. A garden hilisd and terraced in natures most
delicate irradescent pastels, the coral of many different types, some hard,
some soft, the latter waving gently in the incoming tide.

Here and there are glant cl their parted lips in rich shades of
indigo and scarlet, and darting in an out of this maritime wonderland are
fish of meny types, most of which I haven z seen before, nut I ?ECGSQiSE tiny
blue minarette, gawdy parrob fish with t eir pointed beaks and long trailing
dorsal fins, and coral cod, green and blue, spotted in brown and in purple.

A gentle South-gast frade wind softly rustles in the fronds of
coconut palms on g tiny Islet a mere cable length awav on our port bow and
it crinkles the pale blue opalescent water of the 1 lagoon into a million
shimmering facets which sparkls and glisten in the morning sun like so many

diamonds.

a snow-white tern far gbove
rcling arcund and around in

We pecome aware of the shrill cry o
frigate birds ¢

and locking up see dozens of
obvious curiosity,

@“¢cb 1% a mere guarter
mile long its widest part., The
beach is of pure cora : @82211ﬁ§ white in the
morning sun that it aimost hurts our eves. The island is coversd in coconut
palms laden with nuts and here and there a: nang ﬁaimg and pawpaw Lrees
with their golden fruit. The air almost heavy with the fragrance of frangi-
oani.

Tufty has come as relieving Manager, Frank as Engineer, and I am fo
replace one of the watch englneers, Dan Griffin.

The shio is guickly unloaded and slips
the immense relief of the Skipper who has zll day |
the skies for enemy planes.

away at dusk - o é&ubt to
Oeen amx;auni SLEN 3@

On Direction Isiand where the cable relay station and living quar-
ters are, there is a tiny garrison of Indian Army troops, armed with rifles
and machine-guns, in the hope that they will be = to repulse a landing.

On Horsborough, a little over two miles awayv on the obther side of the entrance
is another garrison who's duty it is to man the two six-inch naval s,
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The army provides a doctor and four English officers and every
sunday they join us for curry tiffin. Two of them, Captail Bill May, and
Ronnie Runmagal have wonderful voices and pefore we eat we Join with them In
the singing of popular songs such as Waltzing Matilda. We also sing Dawdy
naval songs which we have picked up from the boys of the Royai Navy who man
a wireless listening post on the Eastern tip of the islanc.

aur staff numbers six, Tufty, Frank, and four watch engineers, and
on Saturdays those who are not on duty join with the Navy boys and two RAAS
lads, George Sneyd, and Julian Hay, who man the meteorclogical station, to
form a cricket team to play the Indian Army. And wonderful cricket it is,
perhaps not quite up to to internatiocnal standard, buf all are keen and it
is great fun.

8ut time, unfortunately, has taken its toll. Tufty and Frank have
nassed on, but Pat Sykes, Bruce Sutherland, peter Wolfe and I are still here
and sometimes we manage to get together to reminisce about our days together
some forty odd years ago on that tiny fragment of coral, that wonderful
opalescent Jewel set in the middie of the Indian QOcean.

(22222822

MORE MEMORIES

By BRAX HORROCKS.

taden with sugar the MV Waitomo casts off from Number 2 wharf at
Suva and heads for Vancouver.

It is late afterngon Friday Ma
ger on board, am to be dropped off en T
miles south of Honolulu.

-

v 13th 1948 and 1 as the oniy passen-
e at Fanning Island, some 1200

There is no-one to see me off, wave me goodbye, or wish me well and
1 am lon2ly and unhappy.

There was, at that time, a staff of aboutl sixteen at Suva and 1 Teel
that they resented my resistance of taking my turn for a two year term at
Fanning followed, possisly, by a further two years at Norfolk, but to me, my
reasons for not wanting to go were very valid. Some months nreviously I had
neen transferred from Adelaide to Suva and I was accompaniec Dy ay wife and
daughter Pam, aged 1ll; after a month or s¢ Pam developed tropical ears and
the lmcal doctors insisted that she return to a temperate climate, so at my
expense, The Company refusing to pay even & penny, I had them flown back to
Australia.

Small wonder therefore that when, a couple of months later, [ was
told to go to Fanning, I did all possible o avoid the transfer For I knew
that in accpeting it I might not see my 1ittle family for a long long time.
Unfortunately the Divisional Manager, Melbourne was unmoved Dy my pleas for
clemency, hence my sadness as the Waitomo pulled away from ihe wharf.
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A iittle over a fortnight later as I stood on the foredeck looking
towards the horizon I detected a long row of green which scon revealed as
being the very tops of coconut paims, scon it was possible to see hundreds
and hundreds of ga;ms and iater, as we drew close to the atoll, other VO
tation came into view.

We dropped anchor near the n
ashore on one of the sms ar
On landing on the tiny jetity I saw 2
bolted firmly to a post near the shor which & Tew years previcusly
Bob Collins had painstakingly nainted th@ ﬁ“fj* "All ye who enter here
abandon hope!*

enirance to the lagoon and went
ch nad b%eﬁ awGltzﬁg our arrival
oard about two feet square

w} ET

tater, looxking over old Fanning records, readi NG sundry CorTespond-
ence and aoca@zs Teporis, it became cbvious to me that I was not the snly one
who had been unhappy in being separated from his loved ones For such exiended
pericds. As & matier of intersst three 1947 reports oy the resident doctor,

Dr. Ross:

® June 30th. I hav

July 5th. Mr. Pegler is suffering from anxiety neurosis in acute
stage. He is irritable and depressed and is showing svmptoms of
emotional instability.

some married men from their

imental ef¢a$i and is
ki

April 7th.  The enforced
families for almost 2% ve
responsible for casss of oh

| of the then, but of

at Fanning he wrcte
able

My good friend
course unnamed, Divisio

Y ABLC. we all agres
Thinks only in temms of .5.0. -

He cancels vesssis without
Though we do our best to st

Talks of cond

itions never Desn
Hasn'i been North ]

We would sit him down and e m be
We would ps&wt out things and make 1% clear
o g year

He'd buggered this place for many 2 vear - The Sastard

He would understand much he never knew

That the Chinese coolies are far tos few

To fix things calls for a nell of a crew

We would lather him into zuch 2 stew

He wouldn't know what the devil to do

Would wish nimself back af his strest in Kew - The Bastard

tions Lo study

Yes, tw YBETS it
al s views no end that blcoody - Bastard®.

ye ondi
Would change i

o~
i

T
£



Fanning, bein
a pleasant snough gl
with them, but was
our Pam gong there
the island and would o

infrequently.

During my time on the island I was
wonderful fellow, Malcolm Tregenza, as Manag

did all in their power to make us contented, f

nicnics, concerts, bridge evenings and so on, and looking bacx

hapoy times together.

gut I continued to D2
my little family.
that my chest was almost cover
heart disease, and on further car
that I be repatriated by the next %ﬁat Sa,
up I was sent back fo Australls and BQUK th~
seeking and luckily obtaining other employme
S.A, where I speni many happy and rewsroing

FEEFRRERERE

was hobt, bub in many ways was
ﬁgi@ or who had their wives

rent of schooi-going age.  had
been the only young TSoN an

=,;vea af any Klﬂﬁ 3? scﬁ“ﬂ ing

most
ar

fa Mar
ishing o
we hy

and
r@; organi

i

@
fa

-

u%hagsy, at being parted from
appened, our doctor noticed
ruay spots, indicative of
he eventually insisted
hefore my Iwo years were
given cpportunity of
the Electricity Trust of
pefors my retirement.

T GG
nt in
Y2ATS

WELL ... WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT IV ...
By BRAX HORROCKS.
when Bruce Sutherland was in Adelzide recently one of our contempo-
Ties died so Bruce and I went to the crematorium, where these days I have a
eason tickel, o pay our last respects. %azx?ﬂ“ away from the service
Bruce said "How old are you?"  UNearly 807 I 31¢§§. "Yeg® sgic Bruce
“I'm the same™. With that he slowly stopoed and said "You kKnow Brax gis
man, it hardiy seems worth going home.®
When Bruce and I joined the Zastern Extension Company In ﬁ jelaide
as probationer gperators in 1921, the training school was in charge of 8ob

Moore.

Fot

There were some gquite unforgslt
i.en Michell, a wizard on the ﬂianﬁ. Cha
didn't kill hlﬁseif on that motor bike of
Goodale, g wonderful fellow whu was an
chap from cancer in his early thirties.
sense of humour and a magnificent bariton
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We all worked hard t
and sounder, the use of stick
keys and reading morse signals
received training in the wsrkgna
cables by that gulite extraordinary

~r
WiT
i1

On becoming operators,

Seven probationers were faken on every six months and as
of training was 18 months, we all spent sever

ardin

K&ﬁiﬁ%i;uﬁS in

vhe period
al months with each group.
Raracters in our time such as
the wild one - how he
never know. Xen
?ni@ died Door
wonderful

),.
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the use of
ygew*iterf

the morse key

twin cabls

We alsc
iﬂ tn@ repair of submarine

ex sgaman, Hodman,

unch,

we took turns on the various nirculits

including reading szgrswu?eca“ﬁe* sionals from the Cocos-Cottesloe-Adelalide
submarine cable and using a hand-punch to perforate tape for use in the
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transmitters on the Sydney and Melbourrne land-line circuits. Morse signals
from Melbourne and Sydney activated the old "Bille” & “Creed” pﬂ“ﬁora ors
and the tapes from these took their turn fo be fed into the gquite slow

(135 letters per minute) fransmitier to Cotieslos-Cocos.

At night we worked the morse line to Darwin (copper had replaced
the original iron). Incoming signals there were recorded in ink and the
Darwin operators used a hand-puneh Lo perforate tape which was fed into the
submarine cable to Banjoewangi at 115 letters per minute.

we worked & hour shifts, with no time off even for a cup of tes,
six days a week., Sundays, also of six hours, were paild at the overtime rate
of one and a guarter.

Probationers recelved seven shillings and sixpence a week, then as
first year operators the commencing saia?; was 3 pounds per week paid once a
calendar month. It was of course guite impossible to save, bul losking back,
we seemed to manage guite remarkably well even though, of necessity cne had
to walk home after the evening shift and on Sunday mornings when there was
no public transport.

After two or three years experience most of us were transferred to
Darwin for the then temm of 2 years and after that we were sent all over the

place, some returned {o Adelaide, others were transferred o Sydnay,
Melbourre, or Cotteslos, and a ?aw went up East.

Those were the good old daysi?
EEEEEEREEE

FROM THE LAND OF THE LONG WHITE CLOUD

VETERAN CABLEMENM'S ASSCCIATION

AUCKLAND

The next Veterans® reunion wilil
at the Rose Garden Lounge, Parnell, with
bord luncheon at noon.

be n2ld on Wednasday, 28th November
the AGM at 11.15 a.m. and 3 smorgas-

A cordial invitation is extended Lo all old friends to take advan-
tage of the devaluation of the N.Z. dollar, for a leisurely trip through the
country including & stop-over in fuckland on that date.

With regret, I report the passing of Veteran 0. C. {Don) Baker on
July 17th.

Don was one of the old scho
wards Cable & Wireless) and he had t
Gibraltar, Ascension, St.

Several veterans atiendsed the recen
wife of Neil (Porky) wylie. Nell, who has ne
reasonably well otherwise,

Kind regards

BILL CRAIG.
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THE WAGGA WEEKEND

Elsewhere through this issue you will find the story of how this
annual phenomenon cane dbjutg but, like the TV series used o say, "There are
a million stories about the Wagga Weekend - this has only been one of them,*

why, for instance, does Jack wWhitisker go into gales of laughter
when someone says, in a falsetto voice, “Cup of tes ... cup of tea ,.."7?

Get somecne to tell you about poor old "Sugar™ Edwards (father of
John Worman Edwards) and the smbarrassing moments he suffered when a
southerly buster came up in the morning. slamming his bedroom door and

trapping him in the hotel hallway."

Ask, I urge you, Derek Jeii; to explaln how his Fiat came to he
parked in the L-shaped verarndah of the Union Club Hotel

.

Have Bob Studd relate to you how he carried his bat right through
the innings in the 101 degrees searing Wagga heat and the part "GUZZLER'S
GIN" played in his success.

How abouf Lhe Smoko nighf when the CUA.0Q. was bombarded with
peanuts, whilst wild sxhortations of "Double pay for Doubleday" rang the
rafters, and the classic remark made by the CLA.O. to the Chairman of the
Commission as he wrestled his coat-tails from fhe clutching hands of the
Chairman?

AMHM L., The memories warm the oockles of this old heart,

ol R R R YR

-

A BIT OF LIGHT ON THE SUBEC

o

By BILL CRAIG.

3ill Craig Veteran Cablemen's fAssociation, Auckland, has answered a
guery raised in the Aprili issue of x’WSL:T?:’ Tt will be of particular
interest to George Maltby, who raised the matter.

"The extract from the C. of E. magazine "LUX" was written by the
late Miss Gwen Langford, dsughter of ALF.7T. Langford, clerk in charge of the
Fanning Island staff 191&4/1&€. Gwen's brﬁt%er ﬁegqﬂaiﬁ, who died in Auckland
in May 1982 was the last overseas recruit fo join the PLCLB.

The Langford family hac been stationed at Bamfleld B.C. awalting
transport to Fanning by the Cable Steamer "IRISY. AL the outbresk of war
this vessel was delayed at Bamfield until fhe Admiralty gave permission o
proceed,

24
=

ﬂ) Mﬂ

It was known that the "NURNBURGY was searching for her. when per-
mission was $‘ﬁai*y granted "IRIS"™ took & lengthy 3i$“zaa oourse for
Honolulu., After taking on cogl, she left port withis twelve hours on a
further zingag course, reaching Fan ﬁ?ﬁg on 3ist August. The "IRIS® hupe
riedly discharged her passengers and siores and steamed away to the safe
farbour of Suva.
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A few days later, the 8ritish Consul in Honolulu advised the Mana-
ger, Mr. Alfred Smith, that the "NURNBURG™ was taking on supplies and that
her destination was Fanning. Manager Smith, a coockney, was a bit of 3 wag
and posted a memo on the office notice-board that: "Mails for all narts of
the world would close at 3pm on Sunday for despatch by His Germanic Majesty's
stilp 'NURNBURG! ™.

Ed's Note: I chose the heading for a reason. "Lux" means light in Latin,
Just thought I'd throw that in for all you non-Catholics and
those jokers who did the High School Commercial Course instead
of the General.

W R R

-~ AND JUST 7O CONFIRM THIS ...

BOB WRIGHT, Suva, writes:-

" On reading your NEWSLETTER of April 1984, regarding war-time experi-
ences at Fanning Island, I suggest the initials 'G.L.' could be
those of Gwen Langford, who was the daughter of Superintendsnt
tangford (they were not called Managers in those days) and L feel
sure that Supt. Langford was in Fanning during the old Cableship
HIRIS" days.

Gwen was the sister of the late Reg. Langford who was in the N.Z.
P&T. "

Fe e e R R

VALE

It is with regret that we mentlon the passing of G. J.
WHEELER on 12th September 1984 afte
hiis last years in Telecommunicatio
Spring Street Office. He retired

GEORGE )
Borge Saent
at OTC

S

]

r suffering & heart attack.
working as a Counter Officer
July 1969,

~
L
-

4

o3

HGS
.
3

0 his widow and family.

or

Our sympathy is extenged

W W TR R

JTVA VICTORIAN BRANCH
27?ﬁ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 27th Arnual General Meeting of the GTVA{Vic) was held at noon
on May 1lth, 1984, at QTC House, Lonsﬁaie Street, Maibuurﬁe, Thirty-nine
members signed the attendance book, whilst fifteen apclogies were received
and recorded.
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At the opening of the Mesting the President, Mr. Jack McGrory,
called for a minutets silence in respect of:

Vin Ps¢*fe¢g
Frank §3ﬁ tall

Ron 3 }3
Yipe Duigna
Sif ﬁi th Cﬁﬁuﬁxuk

all of whom were popular members and will be sadly missec.

nefore dealing with the slsction of new officers, President Jack
reminded all present that OTVA ﬁﬁﬁb rshin must decline with %ﬁm passage of
time and after a lengthy discussion 2 motion was tabled that ull membersfiip
be lowered to 20 years service and associate membership be 15 ;ea S.

As he vacated the Chail zident Jack MoGrory thanked his team
for all their assistance during erm of office and then handed over the
reins to our new President, Gﬁ@“ﬁ §Q§S§ a very popular choice who 18 well

£ &, OF

C and C&W.

me around Australia would know that Charies
t Por some time and hes now found 1T neces-
ship after 27 years. Guyé Russell, who has
= £ i

&3 H i

AL this time 21l Ve
Carthew has been on the sick 1
sary Lo relinqu*sh his senretia
been helping Charles cver the
tary, and all present wished him

the Victorian Secre-

w [ IEC e |

Popular Melbourne Manager Jim RoDInson eed to Till the vacancy
on the Eam@lztee~ We hopes his Lerow) doe of the Commission’s activitiss will
ne an added advantage to OTVA Victorl

A very goo JUAL CENERAL MEETING olosed with our new President
George inciting all present to partake of the hospltality of OTYA Vics.

GUYE RUSSELL
4 Parenra Bverue,
tast Brunswick. 3057.

YALE

Service in 1936 and saw S@?Vi“g ES mARY 0
coming to Austrelis to ! L Mar: .

Later he was to transfer fo the Beam Wireless Service, Meibourne.

B

He retired from 0TS in 1948, A conscientiocus operater and z good
wazkmate - sadly missed.

FHEEEEREAE
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A Surprise Visit

"Due to a seriowus illness it was necessary that our Foundation
Secretary, Charles Carthew relinquish the Secretaryshin of the Victorian
8ranch of OTVA, a position he had neld for 27 vears.

At our last Annual Meeting it was decided to honour Charles with 3
Life Governor's Certificate as a memento of his 27 years of service and
quidance to OTVA{vic).

On Tuesday, l4th August, seven Veterans representing C&W, AWA and
0TC paid Charles and Vi an unexpected visit.

Cur President George Magnus made the presentation with all the
dignity and accord that the occasion warranted. Charles, although overcome

by the surprise visit and presentation, responded suitably and thanked the
Association for such & beautiful certificate.

Vi was equally surprised when President George presented her with
an attractive arrangement of flowers.

The afternocon concluded with a chat over afternoon tea - enjoyed by
gli."

e Fe Fe K R W

"~ AND THE BEST PLACE FOR IT, TOO.M

By CLIFF BIRKS.
CLiff Birks, cur oldest Veteran, wno will be $5 next nirthday has
submitted the following contribution.

" In the year 1906 the Eastern Extension Australasia and China
Telegraph Company, (commonly known as the Cable Co.), decided to train four
young teenagers as future cperators.

The four who answerec the call were Messrs. Douglas, Longson, Rigby
and Birks.

A “practice room" sultably squipped with siphon recorder, Cable

operating key {which had two levers, one for dot and the other for dashjy, a
plentiful supply of message pads {for writing off) were supplied.

*he four young hopefuls got going with such enthusiasm they must
have used nearly as much statiocnery as the operating room, This apparently
so worried the Assistant Superintendent {Mr. R. R. Black), that he issued
the following notice:-

" Persons using this room are requested to economise with the
stationery, i.e., use both sides of the naper, and for short
messages haif a sheet should be sufficient.”

So far, so good, but at a later date this notice mystericusly
disappeared.
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It was eventually discovered attacned to the door of the senior
officers lavatory.

The perpetrator of this crime was never discovered, but in ail
fairness I must say that it was not A, C. BIRKS.

P.S. Eventually all four trainees were engaged by the Cable Co.v
Fr e Yot Bfe TR
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Once again we are indebted to a number of our Veterans for their
contributions to NEWSLETTER. I wish to encourage more contributions for
publication. All items are fast becoming history now. Once we have
disappeared from the planet who will tell the tale?

Our thanks go to:

Charles Christiansen {Re J. 8. Lennon) Bill Craig
Phil Chapman CLiff Birks
"Henk" Henkel Elliis Smellie
"Ponto” Al Brunsden
Greg Harris J. F. Moynihan

Brax Horrooks

7 I still have some material on hand for future publication, but I
would appreciate more.

ANDG.

FERERAEEELE

BITS 'N PIECES -~ HERE & THERE - ROUND AND ABCUT

TONY EBERT is a proud grandfather for the first time. 'Tis a bouncing
baby boy born on 9th May 1984. Congratulations, Tony. After
all you helped lay the foundation. By the way did you hear
about the Irish grandfather whc had a vasectomy so that he
couidn't have any more grandchildren?

JOCK COWIE bundied in to Alan Arndt. Appears he had to come up fo the
Big Smoke for a medical check on his goitre problem, for
which, we are glad to report, he has received s medicsl
clearance.

After reading "The Tabar Island Story - A Run-down™ in the
April NEWSLETTER he is wondering if anyone can say if Coast-
watcher Col. Page was relsted to an Administrator of the
Territory, a Mr, Page, who, like C.L. Page, was beheaded Dy
the Japarese on Nago Island. Anyone know?

ALEX CILIA who will be well-known to our S.0.R. people, has been released
from hospital last July, and now is recovering from a heart
by-pass operation. It goes without saying that we all wish
him a gquick recovery.
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VALDA BUDD S.0.R. staffers, particularly those who served in the Beam
Wireless section, 47 York Street, will remember the heautiful
and gentle Valda who was Mark Mortimer's secretary in York
Street, and later served in the Managerial/Secretarial section
in Spring Street. The Geriatric Intelligence Service tracked
ner down and can report that Val is happily married and living
in Melbourne,
val left OTC in 1957 and Joined the CSIRO until 1981 when,
together with Claire Brophy {who used to be a cashier in 0TQ),
and another lass she went to Europe on a working holiday.

They bought a car in London and after working there for nine
weeks set off for the Grang Tour, more or less.

Returning to Australia val worked for a Sydney firm which
transferred her back to London in 1970 for two vears,
unfortunately cut short by family matters at home. In 1973
she went to Melbourne where she met ner future husband, Ron,
and was married in 1976. Their honeymoon was another working
holiday, taking in South Africa, the UK and Canada.

Some time later they took over a small but siling company and
between them have bullt it into e thriving business. val
still works three days a week for a Managing Director of a
group of Melbourne companies just to keep her hand in.
Everyone who knows Val will be hapoy for her.

(Incidentally, val was ocne of the fastest blushers in the East.
with some of the characters in the Yark Street office it's z
wonder that she dicn't have & permanently rubicund complexion.
Ed.)

BUT ON A SADDER NOTE -

MRS. SUE HOUSLEY npassed away on l4th April this year and was buried next to
: y , year anc was o
her husband, TREVOR, in Kew Cemetry on 1Bth April. Sue was 7.
years old ang it ssems hard fo belisve that Trever oreceded her

i5 years ago.

AMBROSE LINELEY (JIM) DONNELLY died on 4th May 1584. Jim jolred OTCA after
transferring from the PMG's Dept. in March 1947 where he worked
as a cierk in the Personnel and Administration areas until
1966, when he became our Staff Officer until 1968. From then
until he retired in 1973 he was our Staff and Industrial
Officer.

Qur condolences go to ooth familiss,

EREREEEEET

THE PHANTOM FINGER STRIKES AGAIN

By ANDG,

John Lee's article, "THE PHANTOM FINGER? (P, 38, April issue
"NEWSLETTER"), was instrumental in jogging my memorv-bank re the early days

of the International Telex Service located on the ground floor of the old
Spring Street office, Sydney.
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INTLX was in its vouth. The chamnels being used were radic channels
and therefore subject to the vagaries of sunspot activity, partic Ly those
to London. With the agsraaﬁ“ of the gumvar ﬁﬂth YO cmgiﬁ 5 i soots
that the channels fto London would ZFO (fade out not be
commercial agaln until approximately égme

when this happened there was nothing else to do but put each bGOkin
onoa ROF BASIS, that *3 "7 will recall vou®, when contact was re-established.
Where possible we would try to forestall the obvious guestion, PHow long will
it be?", by advising the customer that we did not anticipate regaining com-
munication until around &pm, and then guote tne delay beyond that tiﬁeg
denending on the number of bookings shesd of his. We tried to work on &

nfirst come - Tirst served”® Dasis.

T

of the call had been booked I would go through
f 2 siandard messacs,

The moment details
my little act in rattling of

PSORRY, WE HAVE LOST CONTACT WITH LONDON AND D0 NOT ANTICIPATE
CONTACT BEING QES?uﬁES BEFORE £PM,  YOUR DELAY TIME BEYOND &PM
ESTIMATED AT ABOUT 30 MINUTES. I will RAP YOU SOONEST.®

et
93]

It got so that one could transmit the standard message with Auto-
speed transmission.

well, one night, Jjust iike amy Jghar night, I was rattling off the
message when, my horrified eyes revealed thal the Phantom Finger hac
=

inadvertently added an £ fo Lhe RAF

They say that im one split second the entire 1ife of a crowning man

£
flashes pefore his aves.

It's true.

In that split second I visuallised the
received by tne Eza?e¢h Manager; of being Trog-
jeering operators; of being stripped of my Tud
%uperznbaﬂd@ﬁt %“eafiﬂu my Government issue Bi
the pieces down at my feet in & finmal gesturs
from the Operating Room never to know the feel

A correction ... I must make a correction ... but it is too late.
Fi?ﬁ&ﬁj a reply is coming back From the other end. Slowly, almost
with sexy connotations, the letiers take form on the teiex roll

My shocked brain is brought to full alert. My eyes scan tne booking
docket ... my heart gives a jovous lesp ... I know the fimm ... I know the
operator ... it's not a sheila ... it's a bleke ... what's more I know hlm
well ... I'm sgved.

0F course, that was over thirty years ago ... whal witn the change
in sexual standards a remark like that from a bloke could send me scurrying
far home and safety with many 2 backward glance ... if you know what I mean.

FEEHERREER



THIS IS YOUR LIFE - THe CONTINUING STORY OF ELLIS \M?hg E

Une Saturday nignt, a stalion owner from forty miles oul lamented
not being met. Ellis told him to come up to the station on Sunday morning
to get through to his home stafion via the “galah session” on Sunday mom-
irgs. Induction from one line to another %uéiﬁ carry g telephons conversa-
tion and evervbody cawe in on if. %i long last s reply came back aavgng
they were coming in for him. %@ was delighteg, saving it would save nhim
twenty pounds. He then gave Ellis & tip of sixpence which E1l1is politely

declined.

o b

Tre wheat season was longer at Marvborougn than al wWycheprool and
Ellis went there to help. On 0l iven

is way he was gliven a letter to the station
master at Maryborough by = Mr, Jebb of Inglewood. AL M aryba?@ugﬁ his main
work was the telea@aﬁﬁ grd assisting the booking oierx, Mr. Harrison. He
was also in demand by the Good's clerk, the Head Porter, the Extracl clerk
and the Station %asiﬁr for zfﬁ writing of all %15 letters etc.  One very
important thing for Ellis was for & man named Fred Black to jaiﬁ the railways

as a telegraph opsrator in gﬁﬁ main operating roam st Spencer Street ststion.
Fred Black's morse was astoundingly easy to read. This was Decause as a
soldier at Queenscliffe he had used a ﬁ&izzgza;h £0 DESS Messsges Dy morse
code to the ships. The gap on the key of the ?Hli?@ a0 was about six times
greater than the gap on the key used in the railways. The space between the
dots and the space between the dashes were longer than any other operators.
We will meet Frad Black lIaster in Ballarst.

YThe sMaryborough railway stati&ﬁ was to bhe at Ballarat East. A
change in government brought the member for Maryborough in as The Minister
for Railwavs., e enhanced ,dﬁyiaTs¢§ﬁ with this cutstanding edifice, It
had a dome and 2 apnle.  Ome windy evening the Head Porter could not take
his flag down because 1t had been wrapped around the dome full length, All
hands were gazing upwards from the ground guzz;eé 5% to whatl To do.  Now
£1lis had ciimbed frees in® best ﬁazx in victoria" which was on the
banks of the Lodden river “*gﬁL near his home. He stole guietly up the

i i

stairs out onto the dome Wi Lhh nis gei on the guiter and his body lying
against the siats, : ineh he went sround until he reached the end of
the flag. Then ne r%;g o i 2 Flag up a8 he weni. g?taz he had rolised up
about half the flag, a roar came from the ground, "come down off there, let
ao the flag aﬂd ca&e down at once®,  But Ellis alml; continued on tlll he
had DEGL“?* the flag down, ignoring the hand of Lhe Head Porter wiho had come
up to stop him from falling. Ellis was guite smused when he came down to
see the pallic faces of all the station staff who had watched the act.

E1lis hoarded with 3 Porter and his wife. Also thers was an oid
mazd who sometimes %t&gge@ the clock hafore she went to bed. “The poor

little thing ticking away 21l night and no-one here”.  She was 3 demned old

nuzsanaei

One evening the fire bell rang. E£ilis set off towards the town at
top speed. When he came back the fire in the house next door had been put
out.

On the finish of the sat season, Mr. Taylor, the Station
Master, fzhagbbu & laéter far o5 write to the Staff Superintendent.
It was to the effect that £111 d be retained in the railways and tried
out in a more femﬁﬁﬁuﬁéié nosi raising him very much. After that
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letter was sent, Ellis then gave Mr. Taylor, the letter of introduction from
Mr. Jebb. He was really upsel that fhe letter had not been handed to him on
first meeting. "I could have done so much for vou, he lamented, “why did
you not give it to me earlier?" Eilis replied, "I earned all those good
things you said.”

Ellis's next station was Wodonga where he sold tickets, handlied
parcels, cloakroom and had evervihing to do with zll the livestock which came
from NSW into Victoria. He allotted trucks to stock agents who detrained
horses, sheep and cattle af Wodonga for a spell and relgaded them onto the
wider gauge Victorian trucks. On one gccasion, a half drunken, very large
man, cameé in and demanded a large norse truck to be attached to an express
train. Eilis told him that all the trucks were booked out. "Reallot one to
me", he ordered. "I am the Commissioner of Police and have bought police
horses™. EL1lis stood his ground. "No," he said. "You must arrange that
with one of the stock agents. I will nol do it". He stormed around the

lace until one of the agents offered to give him a truck, The man Ellis
took the place of at Wodonga was Stan Goble, a station master's son, a
brilliant telegraphist and later a famous aviator. At sixteen, Ellis was
the youngest ever, supernumerary acting clerk, on two shillings & day and
one shilling a day living away allowance. He also paid guards, engine
drivers, shunters, etc. their wages and was in full charge of the station
when alone., Once, when Ellis was standing on the platform, he watched on
the rails in front of him, & shunter step between two express carriages to
couple them up. He had forgottien that the carriages had steel buffars right
across them anc nowhere for him to stend. He watched the agony on the face

f the shunier, as those buffers crushed him. 7o his embarrassment, £llis
roared out laughing, but alsoc it took him only ten minutes with the sid of
the engine driver ang guard {o have that man on his way to the Albury
Hospital., He died on the Journey.

When Stan Goble left, he had Lo make up money owing on parcels.
Jim Wraith, an 18 year old college graduate, and Ellls decided no credit
would be given. Seeing & large important looking man coming out of the
parcels room with a parcel under his arm, E£11is asked him, "please give that
to me". The man refused, saying he was the Manager of Dalgettys and he would
pay later, but finally he cave the parcel back. About three months later,
Mr. Shields excitedly told Ellis he had "done it". He had persuaded the
Directors to take E11lis on Dalgetty's staff ignoring that he had left school
at 12 years and was not a college boy. When Ellis refused to joim Dalgettys,
Mr. Shields pointed out that it would meke z fool of him, "bul you should
have asked me first®, was the only answer he got. Even though Mr. Shiesld
said he was not only & Manager, but was also s Director of fhe company and
would look after him., That finished 1t becauss ELlis would never be
patronised.

The railways decided to appoint six boys as telegraph gpsrators on
the permanent staff. Ellis applied and got the job. It helped that one of
the three men who interviewed him was the man who had handled all the corres-
pondence regarding stock movement on the railways and knew E1lis's work quite
well, ‘

The assistant station master, Binns, had a hablit of greeting people
and walking them up int front of the bar of the refreshment room. It paid
off. At no cost to him, he was never fully sober. He always wanted Jim or

&
af




- 91 .

Ellis to do his goods clerical work and this was not to their liking. About
a year after Ellis had left Wodonga, he and Stan Goble came back to an
enquiry. Binns had been demoted and was appealing. AL the enquiry Ellis
asked permission to put a guestion to Binns. it was "old I ever refuse to
do anything you asked me to do?" Binns had a brilliant brain and his answer
was a classic. It was, "well! T can't say you ever refused. PBut you did
it in such a hang-dog, disagreeable and dirty sort of way, that I would much
rather to do it myself, than ask you.® £11is rosTes out }au%hwugg turned to

(J) i“

i
b

the board and sald, "I admit that." Binns won n

appeal.

Mail from England was unloaded from the
carried by train to Sydney. It would pass through
any time between 8 a.m. and midnight.

station every few hours to find cut when it would come through.
lﬁ“t Chiltern till it arrived back
oenny about one sixth of

L

payment was fixed from the time the train
from Albury. This amounted to four perce
Ellis's day's pay . Railway balances wers
Ellis had not inc
during the last three days of
first three days of the next month.
pounds short, When this was noticed,
on £1lis and the agistrict inspector came up.
included, all was well.

nelfp

Tnis caussd his

Ellis was now on seven hours s day
SpanceTr Strest aaelatin room al Melbourne
The other five lads were mostly station masters®
masters, but Ellis was the only one who had ahLQSZEy
a telegzaﬁh line. #He had had four years at it.
inspector, tc try £11is out on
the test and Dovle recommendesd
the others. This was refussed.
This caussed & union oW 35
and £11is was on 40 pounds per year,
and he went Lo 8allarat under z oloud.
petent, nut that oroved gwkward to do.
McCarter, told Ellis the Sperncer Street men were
Eliis up to the fact ocut they could not :
he told them he was Wally andg Fllis was ancther
peterec outl and E1iis fook it out on some of them
they could receive especisily to a man named Teddy

the extra money as relieving expenses were more th
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single men at Ballarat tock £llis to the same lodging house as

made monthly.
luded the waybills from NSW towns, where
the month and arrived at #odonga during the

This
in the off:

is ta Bzllarat,

Lucas,

ship af Fremantle and
Wodonga on a 5uuﬁay at
56 the clerk on duty had fo go to the

But the

For the first month
the stock had left

balance to pDe ogver 300

a detective was asked to keep his eye
When the missing

waybills were

using the morse code in the
and tﬁareaghiy enjoy
sons or the sons of post

irg the work.

been pald Tor operating
caused Mr, Dovis, the
ice. He opassed
he be paid more than
“A1¥¥1ﬁg
nder 148 ;ﬁﬁ”SS 38" YEear
"was he competent?®
Eills ﬁub iﬁcsm-
Wally
him. This woke
¥ from Wally? sk
The farce soo
sending faster tﬁaﬂ
£llis was glag st
nis salary. The four
they were at

So,

in order to make ﬁh&%ges of shift easy, but they did their best to give him
hell. The Leader of this was Fred Black. After sbout three weeks, when
about 15 guests were at dinner, Fred Black told of his learning morse at the
Queenscliffe fort. At ﬂga@%sal;f?ay he had Tor a couple of years, mel and
fell in love with, = ﬁizé ramed Snow, of Ballarat. In uzéﬁ“ o meet her
anain, he had joined the railways and asked for z transfer to Sallarat. He
never got over being told by the Buf Zgr at the Snow home iﬁ&t Miss Snow was
not at home. Fred spoke at length of being treated so badly by Harrison at
Maryborough that he had decided to lsave the ra*?ﬁays This ne did not do

because another man at Maryborcugh assisted him in

out of if. On hearing this, £11is said, "did he say
train report), and then gave details of the form, =

sSYeT V,f W&'}f

and talked him

e g H - ~
tr LZ2¢ aﬁﬁiﬁn meant &

yeliow form 4% % 8%,



Also he assisted in other ways. On hearing this hls gl ifziewj sitbing next
to him, sald to £liis, "how did you know that?' “Because I was that lac
1t was I that stopped Fred Black resigning.® "And he ras hee tr@ariag VoL
so badly" said the girl. Fred Black stood up guickly, hi ﬂ%a ir fell over
hackwards and be left the tahle, and from then on, Fred Black was his best
friend.

The pthers all followss his lead, and made the rest of nls stay In
Ballarat most €ﬁjﬂ§aﬁieh

mother related Lo R

A proud moment for ELL g i
pervisor at Spencer Street, and
by ¥

My, Harris had told her., My, H is
a brother of & Mrs. Burge, thelr neign
lad that had ever DBesn in the office

“or a while ©1lis was =t Princes Bridge Rallway Station in a small
operating room. It was for taxing in telegrams from the public which took
up very thtiﬁ time, There was both a sounder and & regisi@rg By careful
examination of nis sending on the tape of the register, Eills found LI
blemishes. When he left Princes Bridge, he had reduced them £o two. They
were a short dash on the #T" and short dash on the "4%, but “Dﬁy wers hard
to find. He also ussed a wide open key, hardly any spring wen on and, sbove

i Y n &

] (%
all, his thumb under the knob to 1ift the ke
excellent morse of Frad Black who had learnt on
he was told his morse was sasy to read. His salaly w
then &0 pounds per year.

O I

was ©
ﬂeiiegzagés F:&m then on
vas 40 pounds, 50 pounds

(T BE CONTINUED)
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Fishing stories
exception. From fime Lo
ence from friends and acguaini

re .

should bring tears to th
#1 think 1t is
trip to Takis. Here it

Being a member of Canadisn Executive Servine Gverseas
P&T, Rabaul, I was asked 1f 1 would liks to go on 2 barce trip
d8£¢V€f dissel generator fuel to one of our mountain-top sites
opportunity of a short one day sea vovage and a chance 1o 00 s
reported to be the best in PNG I accepted immeciately. {Mizta

The barge was scheduled to ieave at midnight and th jements
were Lo have the drums of dissel, a 2,000 gallon water tame ! he mountaln
top, plus an antennae and associated eguipment loadsd after lunch thal same
day. We wera fo mest at li V,mg rhat ht on the wharf ta get setiled for
our midnight dﬁﬁaatJfﬁm t there was myself, one P&Y

foreman and four labourers



I arrived at 11 pm with my fishing gear, food, ete., and besides
the boat crew I was the only one there. AL 1L.30 om the forsman arrived and
wanted to know where everyone was. I then fold him that the drums of fuel

Eey ‘é’

were loaged bul there was no sign of the 2,000 gallion water fank, and no
antennaa. He then took of 7 in search of avezyﬁﬁe At 11.350 pm ﬁ*s mEd
arrived in a four-wheel drive truck thai was zlsc Lo go to transport the fuel
to the mountain-tos. They, In turn, wanizsd to iak off in s arch of the
rtl T
£

TEopee

foreman, but I convinced twe to walt and short fterwardg the foreman
showed up and we 31l started searching the whart r the mﬁsgiﬁa gear. We
codldn't find it, so we loaded the {ruck and took off, making & late depsr-
ture of 1.30 am.

After an hour at ses the excifeam of leaving died down and I
decided to get bedded down fo een.  As I had no air matiress or
waterproof sleeping bag I hac decided to ziﬁg zlong a folding "Chalise
longue® and a blanket. (Misiake No. 2. I then laid myseif down on the
chair, which was situated near the rail, covered myself with my blanket and
enjoyed the warm tropical breezes.

As we were now entering cpen seas the water began to rise and,
being a flat-bottomed bost, we began to rock & little, and the ssa began
spiashing over the side, 1 guickly moved inboard and positioned myself
against the wheelhouse. Then the rain came, and being s well-used baat the
roof was not as good as it once was, ano all I could do was lle there under
a wet blanket and hope for the rain to stop.

AL daylight, about 5 am, the rain stooped and without any sleep I
d@”i@e& o g@t up and watch the scermerny and wail for the sunyise., Never

having besn on 3 voyage like this I hadn't thought of bringing =2iong &
change of clothes. {(Mistake No. 3).

As it was not getting lighter, off in the distance we could ses 3
small cogstal freighter with a large water tank on the cabin roof. We
laughingly joked that there was our missing 2,000 galilon Ltank.

The ses was now nice angd caln angd the warnm sun had drisd oul my
clothes.
From then on until we landed sf Takis 1t turned out to be a pleasant trip.
We landed about 9.30 that morning.

We could not hold the barg: of the wharf due to the tide,
50 belng & shallow draft we beached el < down the front ramp onto
the shore. The men pul down planks ve the four-wheel drive off first
hut the truck missed the planks, the f caught on the ramp with *ﬂ@
rear wheels about one foot of 7 the or g lot of confusion and some
beetle nut chewing the labourers 117 up and nlaced the nplanks
under the wheels. The foreman asked ed to drive with him and
anather man to the mountzin-top in Ly he two men staying on the
mountain-top, and also fo bring back the truck from there to stazt
transporting the drums of fuel which were now being unloaded from the barge.
This sounded like s good idea, ss I could then come back and do some sericus

fishing from the end of the wh 83? {Mistake No. 4).

gtting stuck a lot, and
irning., #e got out

T from the gesr box

the mechanic nad taken

On our way up the mourntaln we sesmed to b
I looked out the window to ses if all 4 wh wer
and looked under and telisve 1t or noi, th

was missing to the front wheesls., We found
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it off to put on another truck gma had nob told any ong aboulb 1L, We
travelled on a little further and became hopelessly stuck.

After more pettle nub chewing the foreman as«ea me i I would ming
walking to the mountain-top (which was not very far, by his standards) and
nring back the other truck with the 2 men there with anﬁvgiss wnile he and
the other man stayed there to try to free this truck, This seemed like the
only thing to do so I agreed (Mistske No, 5) then asked for the key to
the other truck and a horrifisd look cam fare 35 he told me he had
left it back in Rabaul.
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reeling dejected I started walking and the rufs In the trall were
fililed with mud and I began falling & lot. 1 was soon cweatwﬁg profusely in
the humid jungle. AL one point when I fell I laid In the cool mud to rast a
while but this was short lived as just benhind me & large snake was Crmssimg
my path and it seemed about as big around 23 a litre gaint container, I d
not see how long it was as 1 started off on & dead run. I losl track of tlme
and I nhonestly thought I would die before I reached the top. After reaching
the top I washed, and had a drink of water. G50 I was able to return down
the mountain w1th the two men with their shovels.

On the way down near the stranged truck we hesrd crashing noises in
the jungle, and by this time my mlnd was lméglung all sorts of tnings. ALl
I could think of was Japanese soldiers left over from WW2, ermed with rifles
and swords. It turned out it was the two men from the siranded truck with
bush knives taking a short cut up the mountain. They asked if I would turn
around and go up the mountain and help them r;ah start the other truck to
get it started as being a deisel it needec no igniticn wey. I told them to
go to hell as I was going back to the stuck t:gcx and sit in the cab and
rest, (See, No mistake this time].

Before I got back to the truck it started to rain and as you Know
when it rains in the tropics the rain comes down like & solid wall of water.
As I reached the truck I could not rn the d it was iocked and I can
never understand why they £ ar tha key with them. I
decided to crawl under the for a 1itt action but soon the mud and
water was flowing about six inches deep. 1T I was going to drown I was golng
to do it in clean water so I got out and stood in the rain. As I locked sky-
ward at the solid wall of water coming down I prayed aloud “"What have I done

to deserve all this".

After a couple of hours walt I became guite chilled and 1 was
thinking of walking back to the Doal when I heard an engine noise and about
30 feet away thers was the other truck coming back. Just aboubt then I broke
down and cried with happiness.

-

I stayed in the truck wuaie the 4 of them got 1t unstuck but why I
stayed in the truck going backwarcs I wi i1 never know, as thers was no place

to turn around. On the way oown *h frs eman wanted to know if I wanted to
stop and pick pineapples growing alongside th trail but my reply was o
keep this bloody thing going and do not stop till we get O the bost. After
many hair raising experiences we arrived nack at the boat and loaded both
vehicles for the return trip. The Captain informed me he had to make a
decision whether to stay all nignt or take off as he had to clear ihe cor Tal
reef by 5.30 as it was now 5.20. He then sald there was SO mething on the



- 95 .

wharf for me, and there sure enough was our 2,000 gallon water tank. It
turned out it was the one on the small coastal freighter and the men back in
Rabaul had put it on the wrong boat. I then had all my wel clothes off and
wrapped myself in the blanket and settled down ta 3 nice mocnlight trip back
to Rabaul, but I was just too exhausted to slees.

We arrived back at midnight and the foreman drove me home and I
entered the house and quickly threw my unused fishing gear in the corner.
My wife then said "where is all the fish?® My reply was to shut up and pour
me the rest of our Canadian whiskey as I nesded a goos drink.

After things quietened down & bit in the office, the Radio Super-
visor came to me asking if I wanted to go with him on a helicapter chartered
to go to Takis tc transport the drums of diesel and a 2,000 gallon water tank
from the wharf to the mountain-top. I declined, with thanks, saying there
was too much for me to do at the office and then I went Home to a good
afternoon's sleep. (See, once again no mistakes).

As you can imagine it was quite a harrowing experience but when I
returned to Canada, and sit with my fishing pole in my hand, I will think
about all the experiences I have had in Papua New Guinea, but you can rest
assured that this one will be foremost in my mind.
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A CHRONGLOGICAL LIST OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

FOREWORD By J. F. MOYNIHAN
(PERTH W.A.)

In April 1979, western Australia’s sesguincentennial yesr, the
Institution of Engineers Australia hald their Diamong Jubiles Conference in
Perth. 1In association with that Conferernce an historical ohotographic
display featuring the major disciplines of gnginesring was mounted at Perth
Concert Hall. I completed the first issue of this list at that time as an
aid to putting together the "Communications?® photo display.

Since then I have updated the list at various times, zlso adding
information about the past as it became known 0 me. It is my intention to
go on updating/adding in the future.

This issue (issue 4) is the Tirst to be distributed. I would
welcome any comment at ane of the following:

Home : 28 Carrick Streest
WOODLANDS  wWa  ghis

(09) 446-337%3

Office Regional Operations Branch
Telecom Australia
2nd Floor,
80 Stirling Street,
PERTH WA &000

(09) 420-6003,
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1877

1878

1887
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1896

1899

1901
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Perth-Fremantle felegraph opened by the Western Australian
Teleqraph (WAT) Company (21.6.1889).

WA's Legislative Council agrees Lo proposal by private
individuals to expand telegraph system. Subsequently the
Electro-Magnetic Telegraph (EM7T) Company issue a prospectus,

. February: EMT Coy buy oub WAT Coy's only line is Perth-
Fremantle.

. March: Post Office Department takes over operation of
telegraph system and is retitlec Post & T@¢@graph (P&T)
Department. EMT Coy still owned existing lines and
equipment and built new lines.

WA Government buy out EMT Coy, so P&T Department become sole
owners and operators of WA's telegragh system (1.1.1873).

Intercolonial Telegraph opened via Eucla and Albany giving
access to other Australian colonies and the rest of the world
{8.12.18775.

successful trial of telephone working over the line setween
Perth and Fremantle Telegrapn Offices (March 1878). This is
2 years after Bell invented the telephone.

First telephone exchange opened In weiiington Strest, Perth
(1.12.1887). Fremantle exchange opened early 1888 (1.2,1888).

Submarine telegraph cable from Java landed al Sroome glving
western Australiaz direct internstional link [9.4.1889).

Telegraph line reaches Wyndham in the far norin of WA
(17.1,1893).

A second telegraph wire is erected between WA and South
Australia. ?th runs via fucla and Norseman o terminate at
Coolgardie. (A third wire follows this same route In 19053,

Wireless experiments carriesd out by Post and Telegraph Depart-
ment at Perth. Signals cover 1.2 kilometres {(Oct. 1899).

WA's Post & Telegraph Department ceases operatlon as such and
hecomes part of the newly Fszﬂeé Fostmaster-General's Depart-
ment of the Commonwealth of Australia (1.3.1901). 162 tele-
graph stations and 11 telephone exchanges are handed over to
the Commonwealth.

8]
Ji

i
o
)

A cable from Africa, via Cocos Island, is landed at Cottesloe
near Fremantle by the Eastarn Extension Coy (1.11.1901). The
cable was extended from Cottesloe to Adelalde a few months
later (1.3.1902). This linked Australia into the *"Red Chain”
of submarine telegraph cables around the British Zmpire.

Coastal radic station 35;”: st Boplecross to serve shipping.
Officially opened for business on 30.%.1912 although the
installation had not been formally acceplted oy tne

Commonwealth Governmeni.




1913-14

1914

1914

1924

1926

1926

1926

1927

1927

1928

1929

1930

1930

1932

1932

1933

Coastal radio stations opened atl Wyndham, Broome, Roebourne,
Geraldton and Esperance.

Due mainly
service is

oS T

iscon

”hOHE aexchange, Central Exchanges,

o tel
reet, Perth (26.9.1%14).

WAts firsi automati
gpened in Murray St

First radio broadcast in WA made from Station &WF (4.6.19247,
then owned privately by Westralian Farmers Lid (hence the WF).

Telegraph machines introduced sounding the distant deatn knell
of the Morse Key. first installation is Perth-Kalgoorlie
(July 1926) followsd by Perth-Fremantle {Dec 1926).

The Eastern Extension Coy land a second submarine zeiegragﬁ

cable from Cocos Island at Cottesloa (16.3.1926). This is a
high speed cable and cannot be used to its full extent until
PMG erect new aast-west wires in 1927.

The terminal of Eastern Extension Coy’s cables is moved from
Perth city toc a new cable station at Cottesloe beach.

The first electronic agﬁa“atds is i iroduced ito WA'S
telephone network. This is a voice freguency repeater at
Merredin whose prime purposs was to serve calls on the
Perth-Kalgoorlie telephons trunk line (19.1.1927).

Three new PMG telegraph wires cpened along the transcont-
inental railway route. These replace three wires on the
original east-west telegraph route via Eucla (20.3.1927).

The era of long distance trunk calls within WA neralded with
the introduction of =z Si%gie circuit open wire Carrier
Telephone System, Perth-Geralcdton (25.10.1928).

PMG Department take over technical side of Radioc Station &WF
(1.9.1929). Frogrammes are supplled under contract by the
Australian Broadeasting Company.

First East-west telephone conversation from Perth (18.12.1930).

First Carrier ?ei@géapb System olaced In service in WA. This
is from Perth o e {0 £

o is Tormed ang takes over

fustralisn Broadeasting Commissi
Broadeasting Stations

i
non-techniical side of Natione
{1.7.19323.

6WF radio transmitter moved Lo present siie at Hamersley
(14.12.1932}.

First radic programme relsy link established petween Adelaide
and Perth. This works in one di tlv one, sasi-west
(12.6.1933}).
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1935-36

1536

1936-37

1937

1942

1942

1946-47

1947

1950

1953

1954
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Rural automatic exchanges Introduced, initially al Brunswick
Junction (17.7.1935), Dowerin {6.8.19)5) and Broomehill
(28.8.1935).

The Royal Flying Doctor Service (fhen known as Australian
Aerial Medical Service} open radio base stations at Port
Hedland (30.10.1935) and Wyndham (2.9.1936). These work to
outstations fitted with pedal wireless. Then as now the
Kimberleys were run by the Victorian Section of the Service.

of all the telephone exchanges in Australla which had existed
at Federation (1901}, Rottnest Islanc 1s the last to be taken
aver by the PMG Department (1.4.1936).

The first three-circuit open wire Carrier Telephone System is
opened between Perth and Kalgoorlie (Dec. 1936). This is
followed by Perth-Geralidton (1.3.1937;.

Western Australians send most telegrams per head of population
in the world.

Cable and Wireless Ltd. take over the Cottesloe cable station
from the Zastern Extension Coy.

Reversable radic program relay linmk established with Eastern
States. (One way link of 1933 is scrapped). Radlo programmes
may be relayed in either direction, but only in one direction
at & time {(October 1942).

The Overssas Telecommunications Commission, Australl

formed (1946} and begins cperations on 1.2.1947. O7C ta &
over Australia's cosstal radio and international telecommun-
ications. In WA this includss Applecross radic station and

the Cottesioe cable siation.

Radig programme carrier relay link established with Eastern
States. When used together with apparatus installed in 1942,
this allows programmes to be Leiayeé in both directions at
once for the first time (1.7.1947).

Picturegram service established between Perth and other
capital cities (25.5.1930).

Perth becomes the first capitsl city in Australia with an all
automatic telephone sysiem. This ﬂaﬁﬁeﬂéﬁ when Clity Beach
Exchange was automated (30.9.1953)

The first two twelve-circuil open wire Carrler Telephone
Systems are completed about the same time (Feb. 1854). These
are Perth-Kalgoorliie and algoorlie-Port Augusta., Initially,
six circuits are through connectec Perth-Kalgoorlie-Port
Augusta, etc. The sscond six were initlally used Pertn-
Kalgoorlie only, out they were converted o EZsstern States
circuits mid-1955.
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1959

1959

1959

1959

1560

1963

1963

1965

1966

1966

1966

1966

1967

1968

1968

19469
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Multimetering is introduced on calls from Rockingham, Safety
Bay and Medina to Perth metropolitan felephone subscribers.
This is a forerunner of STD.

First television station gpened, T 7 (17.10.1959( followad
by ABW 2 (7.5.1960), and 57w & (12.9.1965).

Perth-Derby radio telephons system opened. It is now possihie
to talk north of Carrmarvon and Meskztharra {27.10.1959).

A start is made on rebuilding the open wire telegrash route to
the Pilbara. Ultimstely tnis 0rings open wire telephony to
the Pilbara (1960-61}) and Kimberleys (1965-68).

TRESS - short for Teleprinter Reperforator Switching System -
beging mechanisation of the putlic felegraph service. With
this system telegrams are transmitted between Post and
Telegraph Offices by asutomatic means.

Extended Local Service Arsa (ELSA) is introduced throughout
Australia (1.5.1960). T7his increases the distance over which
a local telephone call can be made for a unit fee.

The last land line Morse Code circuit im Australia is replaced
by machine telegraphs at dyrndnam and Halls Creek (May 1963).

The first ARF type crossbar automatic telephore exchage opensd
at Secarborough (7.11.1983). This foreshadowed the era of 570,
15D, pushbutton dialling and other improvad services.

WA's first coaxial cable system is complated between Perth and
Bunbury,

Subscriber Trunk Dislling (STD) introduced withism the State
~ - 3
(10.10.19865.

Automatic telex is introduced simultanecusly in all States of
Rustralia (26.6.1988).

With the advent of cther internstional communication systems
the OTC cable station at Colttesloe is closed {31.7.1966}.

OTC satelliite earth station opened at Carrmarvon.

OTC apen radio instslist
only served the NASA APDLL
over coastal radio from Ap

Open wire telephone circuits reach Wyndham in the northern
extreme of WA (5.2,1%88).

OTC close Applecross coastal radio station (1.7.1968).

ion broadeast seen by wWestern
as on moon (21.7.1969). Picture
fC7s Carnarvon earth station and
mpleted Perth-Carnarvon

First live out-of-State televi
Australians when man f -3
is taken from = satelll
fed to Perth on the puos
coaxial cabls.

{3}
-
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1975
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1976

1977
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1580

1980
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Satellite eircuits are introduced for telephone traffic
between WA and Eastern States. This is to relieve pressure of
traffic until the E-W microwave system is placed in service.
It is the first time in the free world that satellite circuits
are used for intracontinental telephone circuits (20.11.1969).

The 2300 kilometre East-West microwave trunk system brought
into service enabling STD to other States and nation-wide live
TV programme relays (9.7.1970).

The coaxial cable reaches Port Hedland bringing STD and later,
TV, to the Pilbara.

Colour television introduced throughout Australia (1.3.1975).

The Postmaster Gereral's Department ceases to exist and is
replaced by Telecom Australia and Australia Post (1.7.1975).

Radio Australia is re-located from Darwin to Carnarvon
{(7.3,1976}.

International Subscriber Dialling (ISD) introduced to Perth
area (1.4.1976).

Sclar power is first used by Telecom in WA. This powers minor
open wire carrier telephone repeaters at Roy Hill and Kumarina
in the Pilbara (April 1976).

The University of WA open the State's first FM { frequency
modulated) radic station, 6U¥S (1.4.1977). This is also WA's
first stereo radioc station.

Telefinder service opened at Perth (19.12.1977).

wellington telecommunications building is opened in Perth. It
will provide WA's major communications requirements well into
the 21st century.

First ARE-1l type (processor controlied) crossbar local
exchange commissioned at Buiwer.

WA's first Stored Programme Controlled (SPC) 10C f£Tunk
exchange is placed in service at Wellington (6.8.1980).

WA ang Australiasts first Remote Area TV stations fed Dy
satellite signal are opened at Exmouth, Onslow and Broome
(28.9.1980).

Port Hedland-Derby Section of Kimberley Microwave System
opened (4.11.1982). This brings ST0 and other modern
facilities to the West Kimberleys and is the world's longest
solar power microwave system.

END
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