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CTVA NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH

The 2Z7th ANNUAL GEMNERAL MEETING of the above Sranch was held on 20 May
1583 at the Confersnce Centre, 4th Floor, OTC House, Martin Place, Sydney.

The meeting was duly opened by the “resident, Philip Geeves, at 6.05 o,
54 Veterans were present and apologies were received fram another 48 members
unablis o atiend.

President Philip welcomed official guests and all members o the meeting,
with a special welcome to BRIAN CALLAGHAN making his debuf as a new member of
the Association.

Best wishes were recelved from the Presidents of the Yictorian, South
Australian, GQuesnsland and West Australian branmches.

Ore minute's silence was ohserved to mark the passing of members during
S
the year:

HARRY BURDETT
BERT HARTLEY
HARRY HICKS
FRED MULLIGAN

tion of the minutes of the orevious meeting, and the

ion of the Balance Sheet and Accounts, President Philio
vacant and called for nominations for a Returning

S0 ' 5
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gsentation grd
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oD ow
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Gfficer. 7 olved that Mr. George Malthy be duly elected as
Returning Officer.
Hesult of the Bsllct
President: Mr, Philip Gesves
Secretary: Mr. Alan Arndt
Treasurer:  Mr. Jos Collister
Committee: Messrs. J. Anderson, R. Baty, L. Brown, 5. Collett,
G. Day, A. Griffiths, 7. Thatcher, G. Thamgson,
K. Vincent and J. Whittaker

The date for this function was set for Friday, 23 Novemper 1983, with a
tentative venue belng the Confersnce Centre, OTC Houss,

General Business

thanks was given to Lou 8rown for his past services as
the NSW branch of the Association.

Other ters discussed concerned the new 1o0o znd the lspel badge., The
loge posad no problems hut there was strong opposition to any change in the
lapel badge, snd the fixing of the annual subscription which was subssguently
raised from $2 to $4. This was carrisd uranimously.



B T

The President expressed his appreciation and thanks of the Association
ta the Commission for its continued genmerous support.

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at
6.50 p.m., after which those veterans present took the opportunity to renew
acquaintances with one another.

PHILIP GEEVES
MEMORIAL TRUST

AUST.
HISTORY

Readers of Philip Geeves regalar column in
The Sydney Moraing Herald and Hsteners to
his broadcasts on 2BL wiil be delighted to
© know that a PHILIP GEEVES MEMORIAL
TRUST FUND has been formed for the
purpose of collecting donations towards a
History Research Training Scholarship to be
awarded in this greut Australian’s honoer.

All people who shared the joys of his
knowledge are invited to fzke part in this
award scheme.

DONATIONS

To: Mrs. Mary St. John Henty,
Hon. Secretary/Treasurer,
PHILIP GEEVES MEMORIAL TRUST,
G.P.O.BOX 1345, SYDNEY, 2001

8 Plexse find enclosed cheque f0r Suervaseres
representing my donation.

NKME...;-».. AR NS ERAAB LI RBARIE P AN IS IR R RERN

ADDREsS Rk E e A E SR EEENAS RSP RAR ISR AN RN TR

wxarksRPUdbaaas LEEY L) ABASPEPTERNFIIFEREENS
Donations large or small will bewelcome, |
All donations witi be officially acknowledged.

PHILIP GEEVES MEMORIAL TRUST

The above cutting from the Sydney Morning Herald is produced above for
the benefit and information of members of the New Sguth Wales nranch of the
Association. There are a lot of us who respected and admired Philip for his
many talents and it was thought that perhaps individuals among the Veterans
may be interested in making some personal donation.

1t stands to reason that the NSW branch is unable to act until such time
as the members, at a regular meeting, signify their intentions.

A precis for Philip’s accomplishments and his obituary appear in thes
November 1983 copy of the UNEWSLETTER",
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JTVA NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH

27T ANNUAL VETERANS' REUNION

Ter

& a, on
ors

This Veterans' Annual Reunion was held in the OTC{A) Staff Caf
5i 2

Friday, 25 November 1983, where we had 139 memoers, guests and visit
attendance, and a most enjoyable evering was had oy all. Apolcgles were
received from some 47 membders.

fta et

Included among the gathering were two visitors from our Vietorian Branch
(Alan Vagg and Jim Robinson), and Mr. and Mrs. Harold Le Wuesne, of the Quarter
Century Club of Teleglobe Canada.

After reading seasons greetings from all the Branch Pra
Secretary introduced our acting President, Ron McDonald, to o
the proceedings by welcoming members and special guesis,

One minute's silence was then ohserved for Zhose members who have passed
on since cur last meeting. President Ron acknowledged the donations made by
Leona Geeves, for communications equipment whnich will he dilsplayed in our QTC
Museum with suitable mention of her husband Philin, clearly marked on each
piece,

The only member who is listed as sick at the moment was Claude Dalley,
who went into hospital on 24 November 1983 far an exploratory ooeration.

Harold Le Quesne presented us with a beautiful book on Canada, that we
will treasure always.

President Ron closed the official proceadings by appealing to BVBIYOnE
Lo enjoy themselves by eating, drinking and reminiscing on the good times of
pld,
ALAN ARNDT,
ROn. SECTEIaTY.

VALE, CYRIL URQUHART

Advice has been received from TOM HUGHES thayv r
October 1983. Although not a member of the Veterans, he did contribute ahout
a half-dozen articles to the "NEWSLETTER® hetween | 1
We also feel that the following extract may be of interest fg the MEMY

mempers who knew Cyril over the years.

Ouring his 42 years in Telecommunications, Cyril spent szhout ten Y2aTrs
working at CRS Stations in Western Australisz. He was stationed at Bita
Paka (Rabaul) at the beginning of World War 1 after a landing party took

3
the station over from the Germans. He sepved at Brisbane, Kieta and
Thursday Island between the two world wars, and maintained communications
out of Madang (New Guires) during the Japanese zttack in 1942. Later on
fie was statloned at Manus Island when the Japansse attackad, keeping
communications open betwsen Manus and Port Morasby.

Cyril finished his working life at the La Percuse CRS Station in 1959,

Our deepest sympathy goes to nis family and relatives.
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who came to me whilst I was having lunch and suggested I go out to the Station
immedlately and retune the short-wave broadcast fransmitfer io a certain
frequency - I can't remember which - and having done that, carry out tests with
Sydney for levels. He taok Mr. Stevens %o his residence in the compound and
when all was well, I patched the line through to Frank's house. Mr. Stevens
completed his call and when it was completed Mr. Ermsst Fisk cameg on and salid
“Thank you”, because he realised such a call must have caused inconvience to
some of us. That must have been one of the earliest radio telephons calls

Trom Suva to Sydney.

On another occasion - a day or so before Christie: - when we were flat
aut with traffic - between us - we forgot to take the daily news bulletin from
Bailan. It was not until Frank Exon came to collsct frhe copy for Government
House that the oversight was discovered. Needless o say there was a
"scatter”. A service message was sent to Ballan for a re-run on 40 w.p.m.

I took it on a typewriter with someone monitoring the signal. Outside
ourselves no one was any the wiser.

dn the broadcasting side: on one cccasion Richard Crooks, the famous
tenor, passed through and dropped off a brand new record of his with the
provisg that it was not to be played until ne had left the grea.  In due
course i1 made the announcement that "Richard Termor would now sing 2 Crook
song™.  Within minutes I had calls telling me it was "the most interesting
announcement I had ever made™.

e NeR WK FE

RETURN THANKS

From Victoria, British Columbia, comes 3 little note from 808 5C0T1T,

together with ancther article which I will punlish as time and space permits.
re writes, "I have many happy memories of my visit to vour Annusl Re-union
this time last year (1982).

Please convey my best wishes to all.®

HAROLO LE QUESNE, who with his good wife, Katherine, attended the Svdney
“get-together® in November, and upon his return sent the following card.

"Dear Alan,

I wish to express our thanks to vou and your President ang members for
inviting Katherine and me to your Amnual Sanguet. We thorougnly enjoyed
ourselves meeting friends from Pacific Cable Board days {Lvall Gowanlock,

Jack Creswlek, Charlie Rascke, Russ Welbourre, and others).
i §

i
ik
t
v
f

Jug Collister, Gordon Cuplt, Trevor Thatcher and others were very kind
to us. 7o you and all, our very best wishes for Christmas and the New
Year, 1984,

Katherire and Harold Le Quesne
Yancouver, Canada, 1983.
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THE PHANTOM FINGER.

Brax Horrocks' recollections (OTVA Newsletier, November 1983} of
operating a hand perforator in Darwln in 1974/25 stirred some memories.

Th 1920 hand perforators were widely used in U Eastern Extension
Telegragh Company ‘s Q;@ﬁ@g office in 'Comnell 5% f%mwa Devoid of siectro-
magnets, relays and silicon chins, the nand perf was an accurate But painfully
slow method of producing perforated tape for transmitiers.

3rax's Darwin speed of 115 letters per mirute ﬁ@gi pout Lhe maximum
a good hand perforator man could maintain hour by b hrigh g of the
dexterous chaps boasted that for test purposes 135 lztiers
per minute for 5 minutes.

B

ators because I never ilost an
annual increment during the years they were in use Arnund 1923 the Creed
5t

I felt kindly disposed towards hand perfor
Keyboard Perforator was introduced at OfConnell Street. With four rows of keys
instead of the three keys (or éat%sws} of the hand perforator, here was &
totaliy different ball game.

T soon made the alarming discovary that aﬁaag y my touch Lyping was
reasonably accurats on a uyaewrlpara an extraordinary acberation croppsd up
on the keyboard perforator - I had & %a;w”*“ fwéqé ?é=§ﬁr an my left hand!
Despite intense concentratleon this fleming finger would Freguently transposs

§ for W agnd vice versa.

=

bk Hesd Office, There was
e of the oynics szid,
niz telegram tc which the
raturs. Nothing unusual
o 1 cest oyour

L

wm
%«uw‘
(e

o
Lhe time when I was plucking ﬁ%d? at the keyoo
i ike a Towl picking W wheat®), when I was na
customar nad added his name for transmission as
about that except that his Sig?a?h Was gﬁ?*aﬁ@ y ii
mind back to my tendency to substitute 5 Tor W you @iii see That Mr. Whitehouse
would not have been amused with vg ”%“““Hirg of nis name. Fortunately, a3t the
H

1t could have landed me in sericus

-

h
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e
Lh by
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B i oy

time we had surplus staff and & grizzied olc veteran was cheoxd Y

using a transmitier and morse sounder. To myv discomfort he bellowsd o the
whole office, "Hey Fellas, come and look at the mess John has made of this
signature®. Mess indesd!

Later, around 1930, an incident occurred w ma to the foun-
dation garments. Thers were no leased cirouits the oversesas
twséﬁie in the newspapers was conveyed by press ﬁere 1 was,
nappily typing a press telegram on Lhie K@géa ine il Y w feeding the
gerfavate tape into the tfa%@ﬁizier to Well gi@@ .z g an inte “g\ziﬂg
sress telegram - it reported that pirates had bes &si 2 oy the China Coast
around Bias Bay and Britain was sending a gun tﬁﬁ* while the Chinsss were

sending a SHORE expadition.

Evidently the ghantom 71 inger
auery from the Kiwl operator in Wal
WHORE, query WHOSE.

W
o
fwhv

o

Thank Heavens for alert Kiwl telegraphisi furcre this
srror would have caused if it had escaped undels orsarvative New
7esaland newspapers. VYisions of belng carpetied ¢ that my mind wasn®t
on my work flashed before me. Sneaking & fty glance at the Supervisor who
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was guite unaware that rude five-lstler words were being bandied ahout the
office, I quickly passed a correction to Wellington advising that the word in
gquestion was SHORE, not WHOSE and definitely not WHORE.

I have kept this boo-boo under wraps for more than 30 years.

fhere must be other velterans who have strayed from the straight and
narrow. 16 would be interesting fo %%af ?SCGiiwCiiOQS of their fallings or
misdemeancurs. 1 am sure our editor would sccept a nom de plume from any
gvercome Dy modesiy.

Ea a2tk o

Editor's Hote e the Above

I hersby glve the unguall fieﬁ guaiaﬂnee that the identity of any perpe-
trator of mig- eeﬁgg ooo-boos or similar indiscretions will not be revealed if
it is his or her wish., Nom-de-plumes will be accepted to preserve and protect
the culliy.

the "NEWSLETTER™ wishes to apologise o Mr. ROY TULLY for
@ TULLY with an € between the L and Y. Ray TULLY nas

s to the NEWSLETTER, and guite good ones; so much so that
e him as a future camtilhu ar.

Mr. TULLY, normalily a mild-mannered man, pointed out my grisvous srror
at the Sydney Christmas ?e%ezaﬂsﬁ "bash™. I nhasten {o assure evervons that
Roy ijﬁg Jrﬁagﬁi nO pressure on me o maks this public apology, other than a
ohan chat 17 I gspelled TULLY once mors with an £ he would come around
o kick my back-side into a jelly. Tnis was done in a torme which
cu va.

- b £y g gl 5 i
fher zeason nave mentioned TULLY so often through this segment is my
idea, although, 1 Sk ﬁg ﬁ@ux on 1f, he may have ﬁ$dbbu i%at i@rhgas it I
d his ram rmat in b : rr it ool

ey e mmem e
-eews & AR ONGT 3 MmEN Lo D8 coerpsd,

Ee

times @Ha” I despair of having the materizl to pet the
o £l 3 - § N
PHEWSLETTERY out but, in the rack of time, along comes capy from our members

There gre

g a:tz ies aﬁﬁ information. This is not a *Gﬁﬁxaiﬁ?
noget so that I don't have to fzll back on ”“épeabs“
from old publications. Soms of the articles ars lengthy but too interesting
to condense, so it more or less remains to my Judgement as to whether to
reproduce them in full or in a serialised form.

and I am up to @y ears 1
I owant as much as 1 ca

4
Wi

.Z3

£

%

4’;‘

i1 O
£ f

PoLrEyY N

't osee your contribution in the curr 5 Z
ve not been discarded, only held until spsce bec

w

despair
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I wish to thank the following for their contributions:-

ELLIS SMELLIE {(at 92 yea?s of age serhaps our oidest Vet
Eilis has sent me a copy of his life in communic
intend to serialise;.

PHIL CHAPMAN (The CRS During World War 2)

808 SCOTT (from Canada)

SOMN LEE

BRAX HORROUKS

BILL CRAIG, F. STUDMAN (New Zealand)

an aperator).
ions which I

ar
at

Thanks to vou ard all the others who have contributed.

To MBLUEM EASTERLING - I've made a precls of TA2AR in this lssue,

OTvA VICTORIAN BRANCH

277H ANNUAL REUNION

The 27th Amn

a1l Reunion of OTVA Victorian Branch was held at O7C House,
337 Lonsdale St F

rid Vic
get, Melbourne, at 5.30 p.m. on Friday, 11 MNovember 1983.

Before opening the mesting, President JACK McGRORY mentioned that our
popuiar SEC“eua:gs CHARLES CARTHEW, was progressing slowly st home and looking
Forward to receiving visits from nis mates. '

Among those present were:-

Mr. W. T, SCHMIDT, Generasl Manager
Mr. R, T. Sﬁﬁﬁﬁv&iLuag Chairman of the Commission

Mr. J. H. CURTIS, a Commissioner since 1974,

The Reunion was most successful. 35 members signed the Attendarnce Sheet
and 19 apologies were recorced.

A1l thoss present voted it a pleasant and congenial evening

G. RUSSELL
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This item from Charles Carthew came along
November issue nubt its message is still perlinen

Charles writes:

oy
¥
9

“Many tharks to 07TC, AWA and C&d
nersonal calls, and correspondanc
mild stroke sarly in Sepltember.
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It was 30 good to bDe remembered and to learn and be assured that the
early Seam Wireless spirit of "family and good fellowship® is still
there, and I pray God that it remains long into the future.

Fraternal Greetings,
(Signed) Charles.

P.5. On Doctor's advice I have given up the OTVA Vic. Secretaryship, but
I will oe glad te hear from you at any time.

KHREEFRRTRF

A4 NOTE FROM GUYE RUSSELL

GUYE RUSSELL has taken over the reins from our old mate, CHARLES CARTHEW,
and reports that he will be attending to the Victorian side of the OTVA until
Che ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING in May.

On behalf of the Victorian Vets he sends nis greetings to the Sydney
counterparts and best wishes for 1984.

For thosz who may wish to contact him in the meantime, his address and
ohone nurber appear above.

OTVA QUEENSLAND BRANCH

The following comes from our man in Brisbane, ALAN (SPIKE) JONES.

#e had our Annual Reunion at Brisbane Radio on Friday, 18 November 1983.
17 of our small band turned up and by all appearances had an enjovable visit
to VIB.

we had our First sight of the Ssaphone in
were guite imprassed by its operation and poten
they didn’t have it in their days.

operation, and the old hands
al, iigl

ti but were all glad that

As usual, stories of the old days were retold and enjoyed. I think that
that Is what the Veterans is 21l about. Some say that you shouldn't live in
the past; out then - we have some great memories of old and past Triends and
experiences that lay dormant until they are brought up at these get-togethers
and brought hack to mind.

Joined by two Sydney-siders, WILF O'DONNELL, (relisving our
Manager, JIM 3AN and BERNIE WHITE, hers on & few days noliday. #We thank
them both for joining us on the day and hope they had, in turn, enjoyed their
cday with us.

o e
#4]
Do’

"

#e wers aspecially pleased to see FRANK 20ND from Racknampton. Frank is
down for a short holiday and is staying with KEV HISOOCK. {Yes - Kev is still
alive and fighting Fit at VIB). It is not very often we see any of the lads
from Townsville and Rockie. We look forward to seeing any of them when down

this way.

Those attending were:



Jim Hanks, Frank Bond, Eric Sid G111 {sporling
s new heard), Bob Hooper, Kev Hiscock, Alan Jones, Jook Kellie,
Denis Moorhouss, John Marsh Norm Odes Wilf O'Donnell, Alan Reece,

Yimoe Sim, Bob dWebster and

&g@;%”;ﬁh ware recelived fro T gdviging that none of
the ﬁawag%rz Officers could be ?&?8§8iﬁ presentation to
Cyril Vanhtrick was held on the sa ril picked the wrong day
to retire we still wish him all © re. Who knows, we may
see nim retirs to the Sunshing State

gther apologiss recelved were from WILT Atkin, Gordon Collyer, ALT Goeby,
Lou Heggle, Dean L3§b§ John Ponsorby, "Blug® Easiaréiﬁ33 frmour McCollum and
Harry Moss.

e sorcy to hear that John (Ponto) FPons
is ce%?i ned to home.  We m§§3eé mim ogreatly. L cann
o

onhy is not at all well and
cannnt
ane of our meetings: he always looks forward to them.

recsll "Ponto" aissing

Nean Laws was delayed in Singapore and cculd not make it. He is still
sailing the seas as g wireless 4., and he and a orew went to Italy to pick up
4 new vessel for thelr company - & coal burner ef all things - they had a bit
of trouble and were delayed getting home in time.

cod meeting foliowed by s
v much thank Esﬁ Hooper and
rgare

T

T
}ezx
o
g
Lk
[

}&w

ur numbers are small, we had &
oleasant repast and an odd glass or two. We v

nis staff for their %ﬁﬂﬁii&iiigﬁ Bob'y wife, #
oangs, organising and serving & very nice lunch.

s ugzk care of the hunger
thanks, Margarel,

3

The reunion ended about 3 om when zll weaved thelr way safaly home. ALl
&

af them, I hape, are looking Forward to our Annual General Meeting ab our
Brighane office on 2 date to be fixed In May 1984,

Riv moving out to Western Australia early in the new
year. Heep an eye out for him, W.

May T take the opportunity to extend
=?@) 7
the best wighes for the New Year from vour

L iles® 3 -
*Snike” Janes,

¢ ol 3 Fde
ﬁféﬁfuﬁf L, Wig. Vets.

The following has been recsived TI08

wWaters, Wid.

2l us® writes

"1 have beer 14 + Sputnport and was allowed o
gzaii and photo : b mouse, now the private nome of 8
professional mar ;s dos w stranners o o through. This was
done ?gi STRANSIT® but can only use historical stuff now and then wnen
ne reeds g Filler. With only eight pages at nhis disposal that won't bpe

aften.
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Since 1t was aimost on the Quauﬁf the days and nights were of squal

duration, the sun rising aﬁﬁ 39Lﬁi§§ in the =zame places each day. The annual
mean temperature was 83.5 degrees, modified by almost continual trade winds
which shifted between southeast and northeast for varving pericds.

A trall, surfaced with broken sea sheils, encircled the lagoon connecting
the various camps. It was custonm iary for the caéiﬁ staff bachelors to go bare-
ook, 3?%538u anly in shoris &ﬁg Sld@&@ns Scon aftter hiz arrival a hachelor

was invits g by others to go for a walk along this trail - in bare feet. Unlike
the others' nis feetl were lender and 1T was not long before he was limoing
painfully. After s few months Darefoot the soles Q? fig feet became calloused

i

like a native's and he was able to walk over anything. » 2ver when it came
time to leave Famning, it took weeks to become sccustomed to wearing leather
shoes again.

OFf duty hours were spant in a varisty of ways: sxploring the island,
sailing in outrigger cances, Tishing - either in the lagoon or outside on the
reef - swimming, ternis, shooting migratory ducks in season, photography -
which entailed doing our own developing and printing. Indoors there was a fair
amount of social 1ife, with billiards, library, gramophone, plaver planc and a
dance-hall. OF course one entertainmed and was entertained for the purpose of
quenching one's thirst. Occasionally one might imbipe & little too freely and
be unable to do his night duty. AllL he had to do was wake up ancther man and
ask him to do his duty for him. He was never refused, even though it meant
his relief having to work Two shifts in one day. Such was the esprit de coros
in thoses days.

The Tirst year usually passed all too guickly, while the sscond dragged
on interminably. Time was ticked off on the calendar day by da g ask by
week, and month by month, until at last the day arrived for dsga“iazea

L was transferrad Dack Io by”ryy Rs there wsre no southbound steamers
caliing at fawwirgg I had to sail on the MV Haurski northbound to San
Francisco, wait there 2 few davs and then sail scuthoound on the %%3 HNisgars
for the Jjourney back to Sydrmey, travelling 12,000 miles instead of the 4,000
miies as the crow b

ins
flew. A first-class passage was always pr 3¢&ﬁeﬁ on transfer,
with g moderate silowance for wine and fips.

YVALE.

FRONK BRIDGES DINSTALL disd 28 Novembsy 1983,
1st World War Service with Roval Engimeers 1917-1919,
Joined Merchant Marine Service as g Radis Onerstor 19241927

ae g member of BWA Beasw Wirsless Service in 1927 and on retirsment
96; completed 38 years of comblined ice i RWAACTC.

A Tine operator and good workmaie sadly missed.



- A& -

AND SPEAKING OF FANNING ISLAND -
THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXTRACT FROM 1918 EDITION OF LUK

THE MAGAZINE OF THE SYONEY ﬁﬁdeu FOENGLAND
GIRLS' GRAMMAR SCHIGL, DARLINGHUAST

A WAR TIME EXPERIENCE AT FANNING ISLAND

e thousand miles south of
ﬁ%@ crwr of the Pacific

Fanning Island, whers we lived, is an atcl
HMornolulu, and three degrees north of the egust
cable stations, where we used to live, also it factory, emploving about s
dozen whites angd 120 natives. The coiimaie iz holt, of courss, b ﬁ bhe hezt is

nleasantly tempered by the {rade wings. O 2 lg g ﬁ&'g water opening

by

into the lagoon, which has room for lots of The currvent rushes
through the opening at seven knots an hour. plenty of very beauli-
fully coloured fish, some of which are good . Thousands of "Boobles®

and "Terns® puild their nests in the trees, Frigate-birds soar high Uﬁ all
day. When the Boobies return from fishing in the evenlng, the ?régéLadﬁi

will dive from a great helght on top of one of them, and worry it Elfi it giveb
up the fish it was carrying home. Millions of land crabs, hermit crabs, and
coconut crabs are also found thers., The coconwlt crab is large and powsrful.

It climbs the tree, pulls a nut down; then comes down and makes holes through
the husk at the fhree soft spots abt ome and of the shell, end scoops out the

mut. About thirty gentle&&% work at the cable station., There are Tive

familiss, who have nice houses, and the other men live in the “guarters®.

The cable ship Iris took us there gqu after the war staried. Seven days aftisr
m

#2 got there very egarly in the %Q??;ﬁgg to our horror, a gaid&ﬁ warshin cams
and landed lots of sailors with rifles and a machine gun. They made lots of
the cahble men prisoners, then smashed up all the inst &WMﬁKS and batieriss they

could find, They did not come Into our houses or do grwvthing o hars us, but
of course we were very frightemed. They biew up the slectric light and freez-
ing machinery, so that night we had Lo use cendles, ant we nhad no Tresh meat
for months afterwards. They slsc Dlew uo the cables, ard chopped do

o ]

flagstaff. Everyone throught we were all killed, aﬁﬁ they wers se

men hers, hut the elecirvicians dived to the sotton of the ssa, and jolned the
cables again. Then they mended some of the & merts, and afisr fourbzen
days they were able to tell our friends ihai Wi gﬁf@ ail safe, and so this

exciting adventure ended guite nhappily.

Editarial Note

The above articlie was contributed by Ceorge ¥eliby.  Bobh Gesorgs ang the
Editor of BLUXP ﬂaga zine are intrigued as to the identilty of the author or
authoress, the only clue being the indtial of the SS%iflg&i&? whilen apoear at

the end - G,

Would thers be any of the old-timers who =ay be able o hazard a guess?
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THE ST ANRIAL REUNION By Hon Sec BRIAM MORRELL

The ih Amnusl Reund at the Coolshah Tavern, Morely, on
tuesday eveing, 29 November 1983 from 5 pm onward. There were nearly 30
Yeterans, g%:z*$§§§ and r%ﬁﬁ@b ntatives of OTCA present, including Mr. Randy
Payne, repressnting the General Mgnager, Mr. w. T. Schmidt.

%b 3t a e

Some new Taces among the gathering wer
Ted Hemp, retired and now living at %aﬁétfa%
ana Norm Johnstons, John Frazier, Jim Deviin,
Cikeeffe.

=
¥

3

Roger Sardwell, one of

the
staff oresent - Ji%ﬁrz§ Jim Bairs % ég Pa;ﬁvg Hon uabkez? ané
Srian Morrell. A zeventh member coul ﬁa?? %axe it owing to ill health, John
Coles, by name, but ne will be there this vear for sure.

Harry Rumbl & renewed 0ld goquaintances with Roger Bardwell who spent
aarl

iy cdays in Broome. Harry was at Broome Radio in the zarly

same of nis
thirties.

The Annual General Meeting didn't teke very long and under the guidance
of President Derek Walker, it was over in 10 minutes flaZ. The Election of
Officers took sbout 30 ssconds, and strange as it may seem, there were no
changes Trom the previous vear.

MESS sages of greeting came fram the General Manager, Mr. ¥

T
Charles ugz;&§@§ gur National Secretary of GTVA and Foundation Secretary o
GYVA Victoria, Alan Arndt, Secretary NSW Branch, Bert Dudley, 0TvA Sﬁuih
Australla, John Eales. our “distant® member from Esperance %a iio, George
McDonald, Sosford HOW.
Des Else, ex-Oeble Station, Cotiteslos, iz rnow with BRL/YV.

eF f

Fraternal grestings to Velersns averywhere from Veterans in W.A.

AELE LR

SICKNESS REPORT

JOHN HENRY AQ%L3”§ HRokewood Victoris, ex-OT0 Melbourme and ex-TELDOM
Unit, has been in and out of hospital over the past 12 months. John has besn
Tarming since he parted company with the wonderful world of communicetions.
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SROOME'S EARLY TELECRAPH LINK Ay John Moyninan.
This is an extract from a letier Lo the Editor of the local paper
“The West Australian™, & copy of which has been forwarded to us Trom John

through Brian Morrell.

Your article on the Broome courthouse (5 Secember) sald that the building
ceoted in 1890 served as a cable house Tor 21 years il suparseded by a

Darwin installation.

Under an agresment with the W.A. Goverrment of Lhe cay, 2 capls from
Java was landed af Broome in February 1885, A telegraph line snaking north
from Rosbourne to Derby via Condon, La Grangs, and Broome, was Finally opened
on 9 April 1889, and PTHE WEST AUSTRAL AN nehed with some pride that this line
coupled with the cable to give WA, Inds H terngtional communication.

From the time of its opening, of W.A.'s overseas

traffic until 1S01L.

when the line through Darwin an
overssas traffic via Broome. The East
tre cable) landed a cable from Africa
1901 and this was extended to Adelsice
graph business through Broome declined.

Under the original agreement with the W.A. government, the 5&%;&?
Extension Cable wﬁmﬁaﬂy #as gzﬁﬁwmé to bring in Indian servants o help run
the cable house at Broome. However, after Federation, the Commonwealth
Emwiggatiﬁﬁ auth zi%ﬁes initislly fgstziai&i st bhen Finally reversad inls
aspect of the original agreement.

Starting in 1912, the cable company made T ther effort za ring in
Irdian servants to reduce the cost of upkeep of 1Ls Broon snlishment which
nad lost most of 1ts bugines '

The Commorwealth stood
viz Broome was terminated on
its intention to fazke W the
whare.

b D
s
ot
b
&
4
L

T+ seEems ressongbls §
mecguse the cable came ashore

HEREEEREE RS

A WORD ABOUT THE AUTHOR

JOHN MOYRIHAN i3 z membe al Socisby in
Perth, of which BRIAN MORRELL considerad very
wnowledgeable in the matter of U Telecom Cable
linking Cotteslos with Rotinest agarded as to his
knowledge of all communication an Engineer in the
NORTH WEST Sgﬁ?iﬁﬁ of Telscom, 70 nistorian wanted
any information, John would be

1¥ a museun sver gets to o established, 1
feel sure that meny Velsrans w maryy things that
eould help to make it authentl s nublished in the
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UNEWSLETTER". Telecom in South Australis has a VETY good museum 1n the old

Eastern Extension Telegraph bullding in King William Street, close to the GPO,
ardd thers are many old Cable artifacts listed there, also.

Brian Morrell was one of the trainees in Adelaide during 1944, aigmg

with Randy Payne, Ken Barks, end Ted Guening fo name a few. We had a fair
representation of the old TELCOM BOYS st our last reunion.

JTVE SOUTH RUSTRAL AN BRANCH

Soutn Australian Christmas mesting of the OTVA

e

E‘ &@elaide Branch of the JTVA held thelir Chrisimes meeting at the Tiome
=
£
peri]

ovember 1983, Agaln we were lucky as it was a pleasant
éaf &FG g& wers able L0 be oubside under his ostio.

Those present were GeofT Cox, CIiff Birks, Claude Whitford, Harold Oates,
fon Ward, Bert Dudley, Fred Reeve, Max Lang, Les Reynolds, Keith Parker, Rugh
Tayior, Ken Springbetl, Norm Mackay, Bill Hyde, Ken Pciiehi Alan Arndt ang
drax Horrooks

ﬁs&i@gias for absence were received from Rocky Gordon, Charles Smith,

Eric Sjmeﬁ and ie@z Rows. We had 3 letifer from Randy Payne saying it was
P@t cossible Tor him to come from Sydney to be with us, bul he sent a cheque
o that we could ail have a Christmas drink with nim - thank you Randy, much
aggraczaied.
the President, Brax Horrooks, sxtendsd g wars welcome to Alasn Arndt
(Secretary of JTVA Sydney) who had come all the way from NSW o be with us.
It was good meeting Alan and we hope that ne will be able to loin us again

next year.

Brax also mentioned how good 1t was to have pgresent our two oldsst
members, CLIFF 3irks ({93}, anc Harold Cates (91). Soth kesp guite remarkably
gé@}was

MamoeTs wers SOTTY to know that Charies Carthew had had gz strokes so was
of course unable be with us this fime. Alan Ardt was able to inform us that
Chariss is improving which is good to lsarn.

Fraternal grestings were recelved from the Melbourng and Sydney Branches

from Pat Sykes of W.A., Bruce Sutherland of N.Z., Eric Meredith and Fred

& B

eting will be held af the Roval Hobtel, Kent Town, at 2.30 om
hafgggy in May 1984,

BRAX HORROUKS.



THE POSTMASTER.

™%

Sy URECORDER®.

Of course, the main idea of apolying for a
was the thought of saving money. The extra "locality" allowance for tropical
service coupled with simple irexpensive 1living was very attractive, particu-
larly to those of the staff who contemplatsd a:??iaga when thay ﬁ%ﬁ saved a
few hundred pounds. Clothing wes also umsophisticated and Siaiﬁ and as there
were no stores to patronise, thers was little expense apart from the nommal
monthly mess bills. Perhaps ore excepiion was the canisen, but as liguor was
relatively cheap, that was merely incidental, unless one indulged too freely.
Most of the staff were rather moderaie and there was little scope Tor excessive
drinking. Maybe one or two were "regular® bubt the majority were extremely
careful.

transfer to Fanning Island
b
A

There was a post office on the Cable Station and 1t was manned by one of
the staff. In the years 191%/21 the postmasier was genlal Jimmy Coote. The
office was a branch of the NI Post Office and é@ﬁs&gdéﬁtiv all the stamps and
gther statiocnery were similar to anv post office In New ?aa&g . The post-
master was also in charge of the savings bank. Jim worked his regular duty as
supervisor in the cable station, but on mail days, which Qté&?f%ﬁ for ans whole
day svery three months, ne was freed from his cable dutiss and concentrated on
postal affairs. As the supply vessel "Tamgarca® was "in port® for only one day
the inward mall had to be recelived and delivered and the outward mall had to be
prepared and despatched, all within a few hours. Thers were many willing vol-
unteers ready to assist in sorting, stamping and clearing the mail.
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The Tangarca always anchored in the open ses, half am
share, so passengers and goods had »ﬁ he isaﬁﬁé on o heav
were manned by Gilbertese boatmen wielding two or three pa
helmsman manned the steer-car and his Lﬁﬁtrﬁﬁ of the rowsr
essential and was punctuated by yells and shoubs hieard oves
surf pounding on the coral reef. His guidance and his timing when the maximum
effort was reguired, were vital to the success of “ugsaﬁat j the narrow
passage through the hard sharp corsl Tormations on each si& taking full
advantage of the waves to érive the boat well up on the whilte sandy beach.

After discharging the cargs, the prepar ation and adiustments for the retum
trip to the ship - the manning and control of the oars and the rush Lo s2ek a
safe distance from the shore, ere the next ponderous wave struck, all contri-
buted to the adventure and excitement of the thres-monthly reglenishment of
stares and malil. Mail-day was always one exciting hectic day a@ orgerly oonfu-
sion and no-one really recoverszd his equilibrium until the ship hauled up the
anthals and disappeared over the horizon on the way back to #Gﬁ%iuiﬁ$ It was

a&ily impossiple to answer any correspondence on mall-day (the day it was
racezveé; pecause everyone was working al extreme pressure - everyone was
tense, excited and busily engaged in some urgent project, which had to be
~omplated ere the ship salled.

ars, which
gars. ihe
was aﬁssigtﬁly
the roar of the

o
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In those days, salaries were paid in Qw&ﬁéﬁ soverelgns.  There was a
limited supply of thase and they wers always kepf in reserve in the Supsrin-
tendent's safe. As soon as the monthly salaries were pald, a queve Tormed at
the post office and the gsvereigag were deposited in the savings bank - at
shout % intersst. When the complets staif hed banked thelr money, the Super-
intengent would g;ys the postmaster a chegue for the whole amount and the
soversigns would be tzawsferrem pack to the Superintendent's safs in *eaéi% 55
for the next pay-day. This system worked perfectly for many years and 1T was
the normal method of currency cireculation until 19200 In Bugust of that year,

m ]
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sterling was devalued from $4.87 to the £ to $4.00 to the £1. At Fanning,
information regarding the devaluation was, of course, unofficial being gleaned
from the many press messages passing through the cable station.

Now, as all the staff on the island were there simply to save monsy for
the future, the Fact that all their savings would be drastically deplated was
altogether too much. S5, when the next pay-day zrrived, ro-cne paid any sover-
eigns into the savings bank. In a couple cf months, the supply of sovereigns
was exhausted, belng wholly distributed amongst the staff and zs thers were no
deposits in the bank, no gold was available to pay futurs salaries.

Some bright individual concelived the idea thal, row that the supply of
gnld had run out (sovereigns would always be worth their full amount because
of the gold therein), the next best thing would be to purchase morey-orders
from the post office at $4.87 and deposit them in a Honolulu bank. Thus,
until amending instructions were received from Wellington, one would e able
to make a purchase al the old rate of exchange.

It would appear that the New Zealand postal authorities nad gverlooked
the fact that the Famning Island post office was part of the NZ system, for
they omitted to telegraph instructions to the postmaster. Apparently, it was
customary for the authorities teo circularise all post offices by mail ang
Fanning was Inciuded in this mailing iist. By each mall there would be
literally dozens of "elircular® advices covering scores of internal domestic
happenings in New Zealand, such as opening new offices, late shopping nights,
counter attendances, bicycle alliowances, posimen's uniforms, holiday observe
ances and so on. The WPB was always rather full after a mail-day.

Nevertheless, in case Wellington decided fto cable instructions promptly,
there was an immediate panic run on the postmaster's office to ouy money-
orders. In normal times, thers would be very Tew orders writiten and the office
had oniy three pacs of forms on hand. Thers was a 1limit of £20 to the value of
gach order for the USA. Conseguently, 1T one wished fo remit more than £24,
one had to purchase several separats orders. So Jim Coote was keoi very busy
writing out = series of orders Tor sach customer. However, as the savings
bank had ziresacdy been depleted of ready cash for staff salariss, there was
insufficient o glliow indiscriminate withdrawal from Lhs deposits. No doubt
aach money-grder purchased for cash, would allow znocther withdrawsl from the
savings bank. Jim never explained In detail how he was able fo cope with the
gemand, but he cheerfully attended to all olients and indeed rationed those
whom he thought were too greedy. In a2 short time, all the pads were used up
and those who had been slow to fake asdvantage of the situation were
disappointed. Recent artivals who had not had time to save much monsy and
others who had already telegraghed regulsr remittances to other stations,
considersed themselves most unfortunate.

The next phase was Lo gel somzone on transfer fo take the orders o the
FMonclulu banks. It so happened that Henry Parklinson was due for transfer by
the next supnly vessel and he willingly agresd fo caryy the orders Lo the banks
and deposit them in the respective accounts. Bul this was not all; Henry was
2is0 given charge of g large parcel of golo soversigns. Whnen the vessel made
her next trip to the island, Henry, welighso down with gold and documents, was
tendered a royal farewell by grateful Investors, helped on board the lighter
and whisked through the reef passage and the rolling surf to ship at anchor in
forty or firty fathoms cutside the shelving reef.



By this same vessel, Jimmy Coote received nis Instructions to change the
exchange rate and the monsy-order boom was over. Or rather, il was over as
soon as the supply of money-order forms was ﬁ?zaﬁ%i%ds s this time, the
undercopies would have reached the Si%&?ﬁ? ngton and imara
must have been some consternation in that learned that

the Fanning Island residents had purcha , while sil

ather offices were using the amended rgi

With ro money avallable o pay steff salaries, the Superintendsnt wag
onliged to cable the Manager in the Pac 3? o oat Sydrey Tor instructions., ¥Within
g few months there arrige a large parcel of Australian banknotes. OF course
there was no incentive Lo hoard these nobes, as bDoth New Zealand and Australian
banknotes were not popular in Honolulu., The Australian noles were used for
several years, following the same order of i tion ffice — savings ban

]

- office, as was used when soversigns were awv

oy Hosking and 1,
wreck in a small

As a sequel to the golden

[T
o
A
]
£
bt s G S

2ra
on transfer to Halifax N.S., were © ng booa by

towny in Minnesotz called Elbow Lake. Not baving any ULS. dollars, I walked
aleng the railway track to the village and asked fo see the m manager of the
iooal bank. Producing s handful of bright new sovereigns, 1 asked him Lo
change them into dollars, saving fhaet they ware worth $4.87 but I would take
$4.80. After carsfully inspecting the coins o poth sides, he sgsggﬁ Lhem

hack to me, saying, "Wnat are they, Scuth Amer u&ﬁ coins?t. When T explained
what thay were, he offared only $4.00. Whersupon I decided ua go hungry rather
than sell them for that amount. So we awaited the 3?réyaz of a relief train
which took us to Chicago, whers the banks were well aware of the Lrue value of

the British sovereign.

e Trom circulation.

It was rather a sad day when ”“?ﬁiﬁ&@f% il T
wenty ﬁiﬁizﬁga @ﬁzt% @?
it

pel
They seemed to represent something mors than just
currency. To me they svmbolised the glory and sol
Empire, when the pound andg the gold standard wers Exri g saz@ fﬁr aél
other currenciss. The inmditial ﬁﬁggéuatzdﬁ of sterling, was of course, the
nrice the Empire had to pay for the long 1914/18 war, when Britain spared no
expense or effort to defest %uv enamy and British investments oversaas wers
depleted to an alarming dagres.

HREEREE

TrE TABAR ISUAND STORY - B RUN-DOWN

Tabar is a group of islands about 80 miles east of Kavierg. Kavieng is
located on New Ireland, north of New Suinea. The signals recelved were from a

Coastwatcher, C. L. Page.

Page was about 30 years of age at the Uim
some ten years. He came from g?ﬁﬂ%?» Horkin
he had been o Tabar losoking for gold ang r
the War o manege ﬁigiﬁu% plantation on Sisberd,
toak over the cosst-watching duties of the cwner.
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Three islands make up the Tabar group. On Big Tabar thers was s
Catholic Mission with Father Murphy in charge, a Mr. Topal ran two company
owned plantations, and managed two more on Tatau. A third was owned and Tun
by Jack Talmage, a3 World War 1 vetersn. On Simeri Mr. Page ran Pigibut and
Marakor plantation was managed by "Sailor® Herterich.

After Pearl Harbour the Japansse turned their ati
thelir reconnaissance and attack aircraf™t found Tabar

point. Page had nis hands full reporting them. Herterich (sccording to Cdr.
Fzldt) took a pro~Jepanese line with the natives; that they would come and

shouid be treated as friends. Page countered this as best he could, but his
nosition was weakening.

Rabaul and Kavieng fell on 23 January 1%942. Early the previous morning,
Ted Bishton at Rabaul took a message Trom Page giving warning of another raid
which came 3 8 am. Page asked what he should do about getting away but all
that he coulc be told was that he would have to work out things for himseif as
the Naval Intelligence Officer, Lt. Cdr. McKenzie had already left Rabaul.
Ken Stone went with McKenzie as nis Radio operator, but thalt's asnother story.

In the aTterncon the AWA staff lefi with the exception of the Manager,
Mr. Holland, who nad decided to remain, and the office boy, Izn Gascoigne, who
was staying with his father. That, too, is another story.

Meanwhile, back at Tabar, Page moved nis teleradio to a hut nidden in
the Jungle, Just as a grecaution. On the 28th, 3 Japaness warship landed a
party but failed to find it. He continued to transmit Intelligence informetion
that he nhao obtained from the natives sbout the situstion in Kavieng. The Navy
reasoned that as he was goling L0 stay, the best thing was for him to kesp off
the air and let the Japanese thirk that he had gone. Previsus instructions to

him to bury the radio and make Tor New Ireland, or wherever he felt best, had
been ignorad.

Ag he still kept tranmmitting he was orderes to close down until he
received ordsrs to recommence.  In March he was commissionsd as Sub.
Lieuterant RANVR. EZarly in the month he came on alr advising that renegade
natives Trom Kavieng had loctec Pigihul and were threstening to resort nis
location to the Japsnese. He was then advised to make for Buks which was still
clear of Japanese; nis reply being a further list of Europeans captured, and
information that Namatanal sirsirip was mined.

By the end of March il became cbvicus that his sscape was impossible
without outside help. Tre natives nad started turning to the Japansse and
Page had little support with his food supplies rapidly dwindling., It was late
in May hefore an airdrop could be made. A cap and badge of rank, food, and a
rifle and ammunition were to be dropped but the rifle package lammed in the
aircraft pomb~bay. His radio commenced to play up and he could only transamit
Morse code by touching two wires together. His knowledge of Morse was not the
best and his signals were barely readable. Ken Frank of AWR Moreshy was con-
sulted, and figured, on the evidence, thal the trouble was caussd by a broken
lead-in, and = replscement part was airdropoed to Page. This oub him back on
alr on R/T. He had been in contact with Lincoln Bell, another Coastwatcher on
New Britain and they would chat in the Kavisng diglect. Bell®s family had a
plantation in New Ireland and Bell was hoping to go there and rescue his
father.

1. i3
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Tre Arnual R 2 December - agalin at
iunchtine.

Most of the v ing re
thouch Harzy Fox & r Micd
le avzﬁ@ Ron with ar g, 013 a
5ilg Improvement in ationt

Unfortunately the widows have not fared so well and i
the ﬁ&SSLQ@ of Mrs. Win (Colin) Smyth, Mrs. Oulcie (Bob) Her
{Bert) £ilison. Ws exiend our sympathiss to sll the relat iv z.

Bpril thers was a teunion of TELCOMs in Svdney and & very 6=§5yaéla
ime was spent renewing old friendships. Two dozen TELOOMs and thelr wives
made a g rty of about fifty. Organisation details were in the capable hands
f Denis Lrson and Randy Payne.

-
H
ES

.

wr

ring the year a group of members inspected the Cable Vessel "Mercurny™
prior to the laying of the Auckland-Norfolk section. Improvements in cable
and other communications sytems since we retirsd have neen amazing and it is
ta@gerzﬁg to note that the new Pacific Cable "ANZCAN" has a capacity of 1200
circuits. We hops to inspect the Auckland terminal when the new system is in

operation.

UYET were Mr, and Mrs, Harold Lg Qussre retired

Recent visitors from Va ¥
%&afing New Zealand entouie to his home btown

ne
from Bamfield station. They ar
in Australisa.

He extend 3 nearty «elcome b0 3 nors
Mr. Mike 0'Sullivan -~ now in businesz in O

P r—n T o i~ s
VETEHAN DARBLEMEN'S ASS007ATIO

The Arnual General %zciiﬁg AP of the Auckland veteran Czblsmen's
Associstion was held on Friday, 2 D¢ 85, at the Rose Carden Lounge in
the Parnsll Rose Gardens commencing amf.

Present: Biil Craig, Fred Studman, Huls Evebts, Oliver Cross
Gladding, Haryy Foux, ﬁ=a£ﬁ” Jacobs, Don Haker, Alan
avison, Tom Condon, Nell MoNeil, Hen Healy,

Richard Michaels, Colin Nislsen, Jack Potter
& = i T E

rson, Mike O'Sullivan, John

Apologlies anc Grastings: Tom Atklns, Horace Moloy, Nell Wy
Mortensen, Sruce Sutherland {(Helsorn), 3ob Martin

H

Loftus Russell, Len Sedman and Aay Conmolly.
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THE CHS DURING WORLD wWaRrR 2 (wWwz)

8Y PHIL CHAPMAN.

Brompted by Alan Vagg's Coastwatching article in the fpril 83 issue,
herewith a contribution concerning the CRS (for simplicity this term also
embraces the then Island Radio Service) partici ai;aﬂ auriwg Ww2, pased on the
xnhowlecge galines Trom perusing head-office records o uring my 14 years as chief
of the CRS, my time as s £RS and Marine Raﬁiﬁ §€“"a¢ during WW2, and as &
merber of tnv Coastwatching Organisation until 1962, and my contacts with CRS
staflf cld and new cver my 48 vears service

?ha original CRS network belonged to the R.AN. Following the Lakeover

By i”ﬁ n 1922 1t was written intc a so-called "WAR ACT® that all CRS stations
{main dﬁs and Papua/New Guinea) would revert to naval cperatiCﬁai antrol in
the event of hostilities. Between the wars, %A% and Allled naval ships, apart

&
H

Tew short-range naval Post War radio stations at Taﬁor
*cgisg used the CRS for maritime communica lCﬂS. Joon the outbresk of WW2 in
Seplember 1939, the RAN assumed operaticnal control of CRS communications and,
additional to the traditional §@S$8W81@¢ll“y for Alliec Merchant Sﬁ¢ppﬁﬁgg the
CRS nelwork together with the major Canberra Naval Racio Station complex, VHP
(Harman/Belconnen), which, ?avtu1tsus¢} commnissioned in December 1983 proviced
radic communications for ﬁé& and &llied Sﬁ1;¢ in the Australian Area and
approaches. For obvious reasons Naval and Merchant sriy$ dic not break racic
silence (transmiif) except In action/emergency situaticns. In the shore-to-shin
cdirection, messages to individual ships or g&@@uSﬁCG?VQyS were promuigsied by
system of broadeasiing, i.e. the ships copied the broadeast but did mot bresak

5

el
racio silence to acknowledge receipt.

from the facilities pf 3

3

1 ships the "I broadcast method was empl oy the
S stations were equipped ﬁ;*? the frequencie ngle in
i , adequat verage for u?ﬁ whole area was triangle
major partic ts o7 Canberra/vi radio
{When working “Navy®, DRS sta regular
frﬂ}. A8 an example of the wIw B MES-
rom the Darwin Navy o ; cean or
W Fustralian waters. ODarwin ' simul-
iasbdusij on longwave aﬁé H/F addres latter
woult Ge copisd. At the conclusion, retransmit
the message, sxactly as copied, back f ; %zvai ﬁ%i@ #Liriﬂ TEngE
of *rsse w0 %&ﬂgkyﬁ%é?ﬁ transmitting stations had a ‘double' broadcast to
copy from a selection of Longwave or
Tc recelve messages from ship-to-shore Canbe “zaﬁfﬁﬁ and Perthradio/vIirPe
{owi ing to the ¢di?er’$ coverage of the E%ﬁiaﬁ Ocean approaches) kept watch on
a muititude of ﬁﬁr frecuencies, termed VIX/D 1l.e. Naval ships desiring to
concact any Australisn radio station merely called ”EYKﬁ and & any shore station
hearing the call would re spong. the other (RS stations, depending on their

strategic location, monitored one or two VIX/O fre ﬁsﬁ?ul@ﬁ« Ag an exaﬁgL“
Bgzéznraﬁz@ e intain e@ surveillance of two freguencies simultanecusly by using
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The History of the RAN 1947-1945 has tnis to say. "Bul within her powers
Qusizaiza did what was possibles to prepare defences. Most important was the
tanlishment of the Coast Watching Organisation (now in 1942 sbout to come
?ﬂtu its owni®.

Many spprecl intive words were spoken by senicr officers cf the Scuth
Pacific Command in commenting on the Coastwatching assistance during the
Guadalcanal campaign. Most freasursd were those of USA Fleet Admiral Halsey
who said that the intelligence signelled from Bougainville by the famous Coast
Watchers, Paul Mason and Jack Reld, had saved Guadalcanal, anc Guadalcansl had
saved the Scuth Pacific. With this in ming, how many veterans realise that our
own Norm Odgers ang his support staff recelved these vital messages from Mason

and Relit
B

[ S
'x}

INBLISED IN THE NOVEMBER ISSUE OF "NEWSLETTER"™),
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SMELLIE ~ THIS IS YOUR LIFE.

Ly
=5 S

Bafore we plunge into the main story it would be appropriaste to say a
few words about the author.

Ellis Smellie resides at the Lady Nell Seeing Eye Dog School Hostel,
3R4 Wattletree Rﬁaqﬁ *a“‘ %hiaerﬁ yictoria, 3125. I am told thset he iIs in
nis 92nd vear. me one of the longest, and to my wi G most inter-
gsting sccount in communicetions: longest, natural because he
wWas 44 YEAYS 1 unlestions gams.

The Day Ellis left Bridoewater for ﬁychﬁgwoc? was the same Caf as he oot
on his first lomg troussrs.  In one pocket was a golden soverslign given to him
by his mother. He had nc other mongy. It was a day of a terrific dust storm.
Being now a railway man he kioded the guard to zllow him to travel In the
Guard's ven. He helped =i the stations until told not to do it. He was in
the way.

A in plase of buying food he ran around the town., The
gust st 3G intense, he could not see the ground from the high

hat iha guard had sald
Porter mistaking him
stared down at the

# 1iis"™ ne was told.

c mame, Ellis®, “What's

hri
. 2 st "Wnat?® he yelled as
o5 " oand Ellis spelled it oul as was a morse code
" rogred the Poriter, as he walked off down towards
i & E ody naEme o oo to bed wiiﬁﬂﬁ Over and over, he
sal again @@i@?iﬁ its of laughter. AU the Guard's Van he pointed to
£ilis. #see thet skinny kid there, his name is Smellile¥. And they gll roared
out lauchling.




Becausz of the name being well known In Briggewater Tor many years thils
was the first time Fllis had it brought home fo him thet 1t was @ name Io De
laughed at. His next action was to approach the Station Master for orders to
help get the train away as it was now about four hours late because of the

dust storm. The Station Master was a Frenchman, Mr. Gilllard, polite and
courtecus. He told Fllis to put his luggege on & and sit there. This
Ellis did. Twice he had been knocksad back. i the train had
left Mp. Gillsrd told £11is to oo to a Mrs. Mitch ~nguse. The way
was along a fence. HalT way there Eilis lost his y in the dust storm which
nad thickered, and returned to Mr. Giliard. He was | lirected around
through the town and reachec the guest-house arcund mid-night. His remark
that he had not e ten since breskfast was nol heard and ﬁx was shown & Toom.
tre plate of meat he was glven at breakfast had agcots crawling in it ang was
ureaten, so El}is arrived at the railway station still hungry. Mr. Glllard
aslmost ignored him as he sat on a stocl silent and determlned to stay that way.

Tnen the telegraph register (which printed the morse-coce on tape) called
W.0.0. which was the call for Wycheproof.

Ouring the three months Eillis had faken McKenna's gCvice to join the
railway, McKenna had taught him all the railway work. Many Times Eliis had
mesrd Mr. Gillard at W.C0.0. tske s bunch of messages and an hour later call up
for words he was unable to read on tape. Ouring the three yesrs £llis hac
bean 2 casual felegraph nessenger at the Contract office sngeawate e had
become an expert morse receiver. So he knew 1t would take Mr. G$’idrﬁ g long
time to do what he could do now. So Ellis grabbed some forms, & half Inch
stub of pencil and took down the fraffic. After awhile, Mr. Gillara’s big
black beard came cver his shoulder to see what he was coing. This unnerved
£iiis =s the sender, Frank Herrick, was one of the fastest senders end started
off apout twenty Tlve words & m;rdte and i not steopped, he would Tinish up

sending out forty words a minute, and the writing only legible to nimself.

when told all O.K. Mr. Gillard gave the 0.K. on the line. Then he stood up
g r%aﬁe §ﬁ

and roared. You are g scunc resder, 4
o e o ¢ YT 4 . B T
me mad," and he patted BEills on The bDadk wl
: § AT o % I i~ 3 g
hour before Mo SECETE NOIMEL. B

s thing has f‘““lvﬁ?a
it was a good

soundd Teader®, iz dodged the blows.

works at the e puts it over

He and s friemn ' ests us

come here anc me v, both

ighored Eliis. P s2id Io

a go¥, "wWhat! iz doubl

fo 10NgeT Lgnores. ;eg stau

stay at &;cﬁe:zsu? ¢ wheat

times when twen ?z ] i Lura Lo fha farmers
would orift over tow station and falk t: FYW Glllard, who was
too polite to termi N, So he :83236 all day and was al ithe
station Till 3.00 am oL U 5.00 @ to do his Gf?;ﬁ% wirk. Now That
£ilis had proved hi ﬂsel* cagasAef he soon started dolng 21l the office work as
well as the morse code and Mr. Gillsrd had free ftime.

With young Gillard's help, Eilis had a happy time in Wyche;

"U
f‘“f
twli

¥y
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