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F7TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

OVERSEAS TELECOMMUNICATIONS VETERANS ASSOCIATION (NSW)

207H MAY 1985

Tha 27th AGM of the NSW 3ranch of OJTVA was neld in the Conference Room,
4th Floor, OTC(A) douse, Martin Place, Svdney.

(1)  President Philip Geeves opened the meeting.

(2}  One minute's silence was chserved as a mark of respect to colleagues
who had passed away since our iast meating.

Harry Burdett
Bert Hartlay
Harry Hicks
Fred Mulligan

(3) The minutes of the 26th AGM held on 21lst May 1982 were confirmed.

(&) Treasurer Joe Collister presented tne Balance Sheet and Annual
fecounts which showed the 3ranch to be in a comfortable financial
nosition, being just over $400 ahead of last year.

(s} A Returning Officer was =lected and an election neld for the following

sositions:

Sresident

Secrshiary

Yr2asurer

Committes
Thz major change was that of Searetary. Lou 3rown had indicated that
ne would be urmanle to carry on and Alan Arndt was nominated faor the
aosition. He was duly ziectad, wnizh serves him rignt.

(&) Confirmation of tn@ ~axt gate and venus were nade, the resullt be;ng on
Page 1 of this 811 WS members are requested to keep it In
mind,

{7 Genersl Businass

of Secretary, and
Sast work. He also
ort they nad given

President “ﬁli1p weloones
thanked the outgolng Se
thanked those members and
mim in the past ysal.

~een given was put to the meeting:
n be faisﬂﬁ from $2.00 to $4.00%.

A mation of which due notice
"That the hﬁﬂual SHBSCEIG€¢
The motion was rried.

C"ﬁm

The matter of a new heading and _agz for the NEWSLETTER was discussed,
ard a sample of the Dropos eﬁ ~ow one circulated for inspection and
comment. After some discussion it was finally decided to retaln tne
ald format u“?li something *Lii@ more sstisfactory can be worked
UL.;L..



O

Br 6

on

grands

o

R
118
ot

i3
P

Liun

)
3

renut

A
EJ
E3
£
&
k3
e
£
M

I

the nexd




T [} -~ =
BT I — [ [} Es] o [T
gt LD e 03 1A St Y @] o Ca O et 0y
QoL L 4 4 ER [ @ o A — 0 =
oy B s T I dd bt e Bt el w030y 41
UG ™0 o {2 fa [T R B Lo
Q) G fad L0 84 &y 3~ L] T o @
= 00 4t A T 4 G AN ped A0 AL
[ 4o o O W o 54} NN G S ST |
o S -4 5+ I ool =1 3 £ €3 [
P ¢ T R o [ ) gy 2 . w0 s [
= oa QO oWm > o w00 LA [ R
[ S REVE R e On w4 wed T AEY 0 et S [ERJE G
S S 5 Y I € Uy st @ L [ S G G ] {7 4
ST T eed gud eed (D [ [S RIS SO 0 U T
g4y L W £ Y e [SE R ) £t B ] LRI I
4 T4 b W $ut - 03 ft 20
) 3. 0 Ch @ U s k) o4 [ I e L3 T
R [ o T o 42 [11 30 [ A3 = m
[ 400y L3 4y @ [ i e £ B
SRR o T o B R v W - 3 N4 Y TY £ B W
frr G {0 G ot ] L * o O ) g
W o 0 e T3 o4 i (D i) ) o g
0 Creeed i ot o ) R O R iL T 43 et o3 .
MtTon Q) wd fd 3 bl 4D e [ 4 =i
SRS I €4 TR0 TR ¢ W R S £ B £ 1y 2 [ - [ B
eed Gk LT T et et sl [~ 340 st gD WY erd el
[ sed g e 1) el ey 1) e At eed LD T U 4
ko § - U n b oGy T $ouk [on
et ay . Ty et 2 a) o B G5
e a4y L7 iy FO ) [ e
243 wed g a3 ks LI S R 4
e ki i o3 [CL o
o [ 0 ! | ]
W i 00wt 1) i i ]
S o v 0
; k £ b ot ] [ -
) @ oo £t F B
oy ) Ly 3
fod [N g fon
43 dd ) £y
FO e Lo oy
s o [ -
sl Ly et fut T 0
) s et G o
i} et e et
o ] jxad
i Joed e ot [
i Q) L) e
Uy oo o Lo
LA s e}
- b &
43U o
5 o3
e (T £
0 0
E ]
4y e
£ 3oy A
L L
[¢5] 1y & » LB
foor A2 G o mmg
e - e e n
[ 1] r ) 3 et )
y T [ U I £ i o
s i [ I T ) O
73] ] Y veed o
o, - o o
i1l 1l O oAn e
&5 - EOP I s O SRR
= £ B s I X0
ok} ] S 8] e
- Lid 4t O £ 0
- [ECH] [
rm [ O S 48]
fos i <f L}« b




i

o

+

o




As a golfer I would make a
the then Suva Golf

Thanks, Jock.

EOWARD JOSEPH
Veterans' Home, Narrab
sevaral yezars, ndb the curren
nore than Ted could withstand
history Shews that ne was a C
worked with O

t

islicia

R

:.;GE}{J B4
Course and the sho

OYDOMNRELL {Ted} sassed

[~
=
=
L

[

TE unbil 1948 at La f
ne worked at coast stations includi

I do recall bhe hazards of
me of the foreboys.

0
&

st regards,

Eate

Sl

COWIE."

away on lst August 1982 at the War
suffering from bronchitis for

I of the Philippines flu virus was

was about 38 years of age, and his work
arator with AWS netween 1920-1946, then
rouse pefore retiring. Ouring his career
ng Port Moresoy, Lag, Melbourne,

e

Garaldton, Honiata, Esperance and Adelaide. Our sincere condolences to
those of hls family and friends.
YALE
H, 3. (3ERT) EOWARDS died st Svu'ﬁWSL, on 11th Septemper 1983, Our condol-
Snnes 9o to nis widow, Lorna, and our thanks go to HARRY COOK whao was good
encugh o adviss us.
I FINE THANK YU
~tributed by Eileen Haran

Thaere is nothing ez with me,

I'm oas hesliny 3

I mave arthritis Knees

and when I taik, 1k with a wheeze.

My pu?se is oweak and M
sut I'm awfully well

Arch suppoTis d
T wouls

o
h

VOO ChOn
A Y
e

[
ot

my bloocd is thin,
for the shape 1'm in
mave for my fest
dntt e abls to os on the strest,
E
R
P ay o
53 £
a sping,
I'm in.

How spent?

Welln o and o and wantl

But I res don't mind when I Think with a grin,
0F g1l the arand aolaces, my ‘Get up has bin'!
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ident Jack declared the meeting closed with a
yole nalf of all nresent to Lou Brown and Jim
Andarson aﬁﬂ @garva S 293“0951518 for making the NEWSLETTERS so popular
and covaring veteran activities so well ... the new logo alsc met with
aporoval.

Thirty-seven veterans cams along and there were 18 apologiss recorded. In
211 1t was the happy air of friendship that mattered mest.
OTHER NEWS FROM THE GARDEN STATED

ThsTe was 2 Cime when Meloourneradio (VIM), situated in the Domain Gardens,
ot far from the city in a somewhat isclated spot and not exactly a plea-
sant environment after dark, kept in touch with the Beam Wireless Section
by telegragh sounder. Eventually, VIM was {ransi ferred to Wirsless House,
“uﬁaﬁ Strest, Meloourne, until a new Coastal Radio Station was hullt down
o the Penirmsular st Cape Schank.
conversation among real "old timers" touchling
jin Sadic Station (VIW) wnich was bullt some miles
i markel gardeners as nelghbours maklng good use st
i nearhy. The only presk from an otherwise monolonous life
ioral signt of shesp belng brought overland and wild life,
wwing around.
YALE
WILLIAM HENRY RICHARDSON died £th June 1983, agel 36 years.
Toined AWA Marine Sarvice lst Maren 1718
CRS 20th July 1977,
Transferrted Rockoank May, 1950 from Perthradio (VIP).
Last mecard 1956,
, Va Ju {?ince} SUIGNAY died on 25th Juns 1983, aged B8Z years.
ipined castern bxiension Telsgraph Company on prodation in Adelaide,
ch 191 55
gd o af mber 1920.
e 2.
re i .
5 afF zicde, lat September 19535,
ra 161 1949 35 Senior Telegraphist, OTC(AJ.
ls 19 service 4B years
5 ac Sports and Social Club both in Adelaige
QUTT
S5
2175 AND PIECES - HERE MO THERE -
ne years OTVA(A)} has kept In touch with Wortning C&W veterans and
i kindly zﬁ“warﬁe“ their rec enz anrual Reunion autographed
inchesn menu with grestings to thelr Aussie colleagues.




o
By
[
R
0} g2 k=] fed
R W o
FASR (5] LN [ e ced Do
[ ay bt pd [¢3] o o wed
on (] ) e v [} [
2o [ (3 erd A
et 3 M e 0 f-t [ R £ 10
L 0N Ty e e ay iy A ned
AR ch) oo T 03 gl ) T £
A i | [T T S Wy LA ] &
U i {2 AN i e T [
oo Worn L0 4y ea] ‘o st LY
3 0y (0 Er e Fjos ] T
[ g oo 5] X EJ ] LD
o bt ot 0 L T
et () O34y . [N R I o]
[ ] [ I ) B ard o ) werd s} 0 o
jon [ I N - B ob o o
Tk 2B 66 B\ s Y Y] ) £ [
i (1 o £, ot - G W poacf
(] W = aed 33 e o et )
G 0y 3 et ) L2 o Ty W £ 09
oW LD = o I s 3
44 g 4@ o o0 [ 5 AN fud
4y 0 e P 5 A T b [ A T e
L T £, D ] oo
Y g e 0y b i ) I £ LT
oW e Ll =D 4 ad e
S T 14 3, ned S 5 I . et Y
0y pord g o €3] o fed 4T et @) Goe £
- oty oy DT e ay Lo i B *
; [0 o F0 LR T Oy et ad L) ) o] E 1
0 G L BV I (A Y i [} ok (@] R 3
oy #® a3 o Bl T3 ard et s 0, h il ke ot *® 46 T 4 T E
o ¥ TP i Te g QoW wm R UYL e & et % e I
; % o I T Woeed ® LB § g e T & WO ® G 40 3
£ G By S gt () TR o A AR i ES
£ Aot IOy O e w W 4y Un L0 4 L) Ed
LIV UL 06 N O G [ I 2 L G UM O I b
PR et oL 18} ] ST G QR #
IS OV £y 18] £ w3 T £ W iy LY
qy oy €uD W s I sk O FY 3 Dyt
(LI sl L A3 LY b o h I N Y S [
T R 3 e ] et £} T et LSS oo B ot
wd 0y w et R ) a0 £ et 0 O
Lo I S o L I NI S Y R O3 e L2 0 L
ER ] i e L3 s i £ - ay i
i i g W 4 o TE () ba QY
A48 RO S [ W W [EVIRN i
2 . 53] sl 4] wled fnd odd LTH
T L ; ) JE SN OO E S I 4] Fed
4 o T CHF 4T =4 T D R [ g ]
LA o Fad omeed O (1) e soed e [U I Vo <A
& e @ ey g ) (L S e
AT e derd (5 el 0¥ & 0 T T v T Aol oW
[ [ G B ORI s BRI PN (U i £}
15} fd @Y e . O B2 4 bt =t L7
e ) 30 B2 e L [y LS e
AR it} (SRS oo T G () B YRR RN s
32 TR Uy o 073 = 3 T o T
feh) AT U - a8 ed G Lo fod
LY e el e 5d o} G d Y (D LB
[ERER AN W ~ () R Uy o T [ o
et b O LD el [ ] £ £ €y = £y
T 6 [ a1 » R s T 4 [T
L A ol Q¥ L0 et {0 LA (A I I Lt oo
[0 S BT e (D I o} oo D T =
LDa Lo B T ¥ BT - 8] LY e LD el
- = et 7 et a3 [GRE I -t o
ol O£ 4y Ly o o G £ o B S [SA R !
foe 1y T3 LAV SV S R w1} (DO L P IR OO R3]
(LA Ty R AP W IR L e I D AN 4 2 et 1)

¥RAEREERFRE



A QUDTE FROM "GIR

The chosan few of
tnem Lo takg mors
could always dete
let on what lay in s
that there would be
their hats and b
the train for prom

Hats were not allowed at the training school.

During the long ride in the horse ous to the lonaly valley they learned
that the schonl uniform wes "W.0.G.5." (worn out garments), and that meant
jackets without buttons, shoes without laces, shirts without ties and wire
and string were the Tasterners for "WOGS". 1T was no use protesting and
For all the First wsek tos iew 3oys were sent to Coventry and none of the
O1d Boys would talk to them.

= *sing-song” at which each entrant had to
he ordeal was over the New were

LILES together.

]

rthew avery OTVA (Vig)
1 ot infact gll

tne oy n Lo suppiving

Lerans Furthermore, oy

to Sta ught abou

of oo Service of the

ERVE Frym
giving TOrI
- a 1 -
dob of work and
S e
that of kindred
Cmarles Carthew.

Two AwWhA veterans
Manager, Mel
sections, M

RS
the years ahead.
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Aoknowledgenent: Ta Ted @isnton.

Thanks for tne information re Tapar Island and Con Page. As you wiil have
zmad ny now, 3lue Easteriing has sent along a cswsrehaé¢1ve sccount of the
mappenings there and at iong last I know the full story.
fram Sert Dudley, through Orwe Cooper, we learn that ALE KERR, who was an
sctive veteran up until about 3 ysars ago nassed away on 6th June 19
H@ was over 80 years of ags. 217 warked af Doonside during his career.
He is survived by his wifs

@

YALE - LINDSAY SHEPHERD (27.5.02-4.6.83)

LINDSAY SHEPHERD, veteran, passed away on 4th June 1983. First associated
with Sir Ernest Figke in the =arly nioneering days af the 3eam Wireless
Sarvice 1921-22, including thrse years at Fiskeville Transmitting Station,
he then transferrad to Sycney Coastal Radio Station (VIS) 1929-31,
Amalgamated Wirelzss Sroadessting Service 1931-35, 3XY 1935-55, A3C Radio
Lustralia 1955-48 ... a total of 46 years contact with wireless telegraphy

and broadeasting.

~ 3ARIAN MOARzLL

grca

MINUTES OF THE ZIGHTE AGH 13583

rhe President, Mr. F. Jamss, opensd the meeting &t tne Cot.iaban Tavarn at

7 pm.

PRESENT: Tom 3ryant, #Aro ui Cooper,
Merly Farrar, Ron ancaster,
Frad Mohulty, Br Jtfools,
Randy Payne, Har g smellile,
Gerry Tacey, o84 y Vella,
Jerek Walker.

APGLOGIES:  Jim dalrstow,

Sandy Sandilan

H P v..;ii:.‘é
Wi WAS 3$¢Sndan19j oy

2o
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i of Honorary Secretary comss up for slaction this year, and
A to ses OTVA(W.AL) settle down under this new grrangemant
arnnual reunions, [ will definitely not o2 a ca ﬁdldate for
¢ this year to

e D
s I
%

f‘f‘y‘ hr}jﬁii
the DCSlthP after this year - I hope somecne comes forwar
take over the position, guite candidly.

in any positlon, a change is like 3 "holiday® - it brings in new ideas and
gives the %ssecigtiua s noost, and if the position could pe held by somecne
still in the amploy of OTCA 2
easier. If the positioe T
to continue in that pos

1ot of the procedures would be made S0 wueh
of Treasurer is the “”o“ﬂv“, I would be preparsd
tipn if f re membarshio so deslired.

{Signed) 3. ™Morrell

tralian branch of JTVA will be saddened by the
kmgwn affectionately by all as "THE WING

Harry passed away on Friday, 19th Bugust 1983,

Harzy ~ame to the Cable Station at Cottesloe for a “copversion course”
z‘rg the Fiftiss or sixties, naving been with the RBAF in Hong Kong
aftar Worid War 2 Tor a period. His dry sense of humour was admired by
211 - he rever seemed to get flustered and his endless storles amazed all,
Finally his varl ades of | rausaﬂru heid together ﬁa?“ ﬁhﬁﬁs af
dat soint in the office on most days of the week.

which ne never really recoverad, and was
recently.

the wirdow of the late HAROLD SURDETT, #rs. Rose Burdett died around the
end of +ay 1983, si;cwing z short and sudden iliness whilist she was
visiting her daughter and family in Agelalds. Aose was well-known Lo meny
mambars through ner close assocation with Harsld.

(Pat) for the EROS Annual Oinner in
T 158 N Extensicon in the Far fast
A4 ons Ler o war I, Pat ftold 8RIAN MIRR
hat he had z;rewvlt o the ER0OS Association,
4 for tha the Annual Dlnner for life without
rther Tep
the COOLARAH TAVERN, MORLEY, on TULZSOAY,
details will oe furnished by contacting
your RSVPs py 15Tr NOVEMIER 1563, oplease.
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"And though the chatter of morse keys no longer echo through the buildings
they have taken a new lease of life as the school's music department.

Anout 500 people attended the official opening by 0ld Southportian,

Mr. John Walker, which was followsd oy performances oy the soioolts concert
archestra, brass ensemble, Cholr and rock group®.

AND WHAT ASUUT THE OuLD 5iTE?

Courtesy of Mrs. Griffiths again appears this item from the Gold
Bulletin dated 29th October 198Z.

nThg first de 13 Salle Retirement village unit was opened yesterday without
any opnosition from other Bausr Street residents. Brother Peter Mclntosh,
Airector of the de la Salle Order, said that he hoped that zll the
bickerings which had cceurred when 1t became known that they slanned
hulldoze some old cyprass trees to make way for the $4 million proj
would accept the worth of the project as it now stoocd. The local Al
Lthol Paterson, said that pe had oeen attacked when the project was
mooted, but now that the buildings had been srected with thelr uniques
styling to fit in with the trees it agpears, Dy the lack of protest and
demonstrations by the Sauer Streel residents, that they are satisfied wiin
the end result®.

"The architects had given & firm undertaxing that no trees would oe
demolished around the perimiter, and they have even saved scme of the
srees closer to the actual bulldings.”

Well, that aopears to be the end of a story with a happy ending. It is
good to know thet fn this throw-away age some of the bulldings and grounds
of his & been preserved for the emjoyment of future gerers-

inst histgood wife on ZBLnh May

EF

111 he distressed to know That
ne disd on 9th June 1983, Jack was not a veteran, but I feel that many

members would have known him.

MEOLLOWING FROM TASAR BEGINS™

oy f:ﬁ'" Wiotg

wish to thark BLUE FASTES #n responded to my peguest T

e the operators at labar isiand. Blus has sent me guite a com

seount taksn from two Gooks.  "Hunted - A Coastwalcher's Story", wri

y M. Murray around 1966, and "The Coastwatochars®, by Ernie Feldt. o

aswer your question, 2lue, I was with the A0S at Ragaul. 1 arrived at
the AOB arcund: lsb.Decemper 1841 with three operators to supplement the
staff gt the AOB under the watchful eye of 3ob Young. We were fresh from
Wireless Training, inexperienced. I had just turned 20, the know-if-all
age, bt if wasn't long befor were straightensd out by the old lags.

%
3
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1 still have my Air Force pay book, and from it I see our First pay was on
Fhe 24%n December 1941. The pay which was due on 22nd January at Rabaul
nas heen corossed ouf and the rubber stamp of Port Moresby superimposed, so
you can see that we got there just about in time to be chased cut. 1 don't
remember D. Laws, but I do remember young lan Gascoigne and his father who
lived just down the road from the ADB. In fact, we tried to talk them into
coming with us, but they slected to stay. OJne of our Flying Officers,

F.0. Lempriere, became separated from us, and despite a final search around
the town before we left we never saw him again. At a later date I heard
that he was on the same P.0O.W. boat as "Dutch" Holland, the OIC AWA, ard
was drowned when the Yanks tin-fished the boat on its way back to Japan.

4s you say, it's a small world.

With regard the other information you sent me it is my intention to
sresent it either serialised or in precis form in the "NEWSLETTER" as
npportunity arises. Thank you for the information, which is much
sppreciated. Glad to hear that you are enjoying retirement in sunny
Aurleigh Waters.

News is that MRS. RENE COTTEW, widow of the late GRAHAM COTTEW, of the PC3,
suffered a stroke and died peacefully in a nursing home in 3risbane on

7th May. She is survived by her son, Geoffrey and his wife Marcia and
rheir children. While there are not many of her vintage left, she had
many friends among the younger members of the Cable fraternity who will
remgmber her.

W= have Claude Dallsy to thank for the information.

AND WHILST WE ARE ON THE SUBJECT -

I dn not want membars of the OTVA in all States to assume that because
they have baen advised of the passing of cne of our members or friends
that everyone else must know. If you hear of some incident concerning
veterans in your area please lst us know. Both Alan Arndt and mysalf
would Tather be told a dozen times from different places than not at all.

1t is pleasing to see that other veterans are now joining with regular
contributors of the NEWSLETTER. Material you may have could be of interest
c5 all of us, so don't be shy in sending it in. I like to gst new contri-
hutors published soonast in order to encourage tnem to follow up, but where
this is not possible, rest assured that the items will be kept for future
editions. How about it?

N oot
/

K. WiULLEN
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Then came World War One. Such vivid memories of the nearby first ALF
training camp at Mitcham and of recruitment meetings organised by a qui
unforgettable character, one Sammy Lunn. OF soldiers in putties and slouch
hats as they marched down King William Street, their rifles all with fixed
nayonets, carried at the slope, of gun carriages and field-guns pulled by
horses, and of the magnificent light-horse brigade. We stooc and waved
goodbye fo them and to my cousin John Horrocks who had just turned 18,
Witn my parsnts, I wept when a few months later we heard he had Deen
killed at Gallipeli.

fs I indicated earlier, there were no such things as wireless and tele-
vision when I first went fo school, so one could do his homework without
such distractions - I suppose it was because of this that I leamt to read
at quite an early age and guickly progressed from the adventures of Tom
Merry in the "Magnet®, and from other weekly "Penny terribles” as tney
were called, to books such as Treasure Island, Swiss Family Robinson,

Tom Sawyer, and so on.

My favourite book was Coral Island oy R. M. 3allantyne. fs I pead it over
and over again, I became Petersen and it was I who was being washed ashare,
it was I who removed the husks of coconuts to enjoy the white flesh anc
drink the cool effervescent juice, it was I who built a humpy of coconut
fronds and caught fish in the clear warm waters of the lagoon.

Mary years later as I was standing on the fore-deck of & ship as 1T crew
close to a tiny coral atoll in the middle of the Pacific where I was Lo be
stationed for two years and I saw the tops of coconut palms slowly coming
into sight, I again felt the thrill and exhilaration of my childhood
fantasiss.

Strangely, when I called at Apla in British Samoa I sxperienced fhe same
type of illusion. Like many before me, I climbed to the Top of the moun-
rain which rises steeply behind the town, to the lonely grave of Robert
Louis Stavenscn and, as I stood by it, I experienced & strange hallucina-
tion of unreality. In my imagination, I felt I was drifting, ss Stevenson
had drifted, from 1ife on an island Paradise to a strange fantasy world of
ultimate tranguility.

Inscribed on a bronze plate at the foot of the grave are written the word
of nis well-known regqueun

"Under the wide and starry sky
Jig the grave and lst me lie
Glad did I live and gladly die

LY

Ard I laid me down with 3 wil

This he the verse you grave for me
Here he lies where he long'd to be
Home is the sallor, home from the ses
And the hunter home from the hill."
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Sydney Station

Upon arrival in Sydney =ach boy signed a five year agr egard
terms of employment, szt a salary of one hundred and ¢ s st
ner annum - the egulvalent of §729 at that time. fie ivan
af the hook of workinmg rulss and regulations, in which emn is was
on the fact that, botn on duty and off, he was to remember his resd
hilities as a British gentleman on Imperial Service.

Technically, methods of transmission and reception had not changaed much
since their original invention. ALl traffic between Sydney ard Melbourne
was by means of a manually operated telegraphic cirpuit, and : :
operators, Karnaghan and Flsicher, were axpert operators
an a conversation for what sesmed llke several minutes af
station had started sending traffic then, casually inser
tynewriter, start rscelving the message several iines behis
carrying on with their conversation.

[

Messages were received over the Auckland-Sydney cable, abou o omi
long, by means of a siphon recorder, the wavy, seisomographic-like s
being recorded on a moving taps which passsc Over s typewriter the
thick glass tube filled with water. The water magnified tne signa
desirable size. Messages were tvped up Dy an cperator and were ch
another operator sitting alongside him. In case of doubtful I
~nuld confar with sach other, or with the supervisor. As previs
nentioned, oress messages required about a dozen carbon copl
distribution to various press services. Imagine how Nam >
the typswritsr keys in ordsr to make resdable copies of all
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Transmission was by mea T
whose speed was not alto r reliable, It
down unpredictanly. Ih able was woIkes
nar minute, and so long as the

to be maintained by the operator, regardisss o
encounter. He could not stop the transmitfer without
attention of the supervisor.

The rulebook gave the various spesds at wnich cables
consequent numher of words which nad to be handled.

200 w.D.m. 1t was 1,326 words per nour. It also sia
qenerally securing the above earning power of the se
should be callad upon for report, and the imcident b

a
: fo
tion of the Manager.”

Not only did the operator have to keep the cabl
be accurate. He was allowed a certaln percen
number of words each montn. If he did not m
of accuracy, a check was made of 2ach succe
annual increment was not recommended until
nreceding twelve months came within the sch
increments entalled a oermanent loss of sen
for junior operators was 025, ano
nard school put it produced the
operator could get a oo with &

worid - szt a higher salary.
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Three of Bill's mates had joined nhim and were just agbout to give the first
tgast to Bill when the Flap-fiasp of tne nat-wing doors leading into the
1anker room from the S.0.R. and the measured tread of the Superviscr on
are of his rounds came Lo thelr =sars. Without a word the thres celabrants
fled to the end of the banks of lockers on silent wings, there to secrete
rremselves Dehind the end bank, 3ill was left with nowhere to go. Witn
tnat innate sense of sslf-preservation which all drirking telegraphists
seem to have, 8ill took the only Course left open to him. Clasping nis
glass, he sidled into nis locker, crouched slightly so that nis head
~leared the top shelf, and pulled the door inwards so that only a slight
gan of two or three inches remained. He was aple to do this because ne
was endowed with a body aptly described by #31ye” Tulley as "peing straight
up and down like a yard of pump water®.

Meanwhile the Supervisor reached the locker-room limits and was on Nhils way
hack. By some chance nhe glanced down the locker raw and noticed the locker
witn its door slightly ajar. The Supervisor, 4 numane person, was con-
~arned that someone may have Jgone nome leaving sometning of value in an
unsecured Iocker. He anproached the locker and flung the docr open. The
sight of B8ill crouched within its confines was, without doubt, the last
thing the Supervisor expected. He gave a startled jump, and this trig-
gered a similar reaction from 8ill, who banged his head on the top shelf.
For a few seconds they regarded one another, and then the Supervisor, being
tne first one to recover, said. "Oh ... T «.. Good evening, S8ili", pushed
the door back to its original nosition, and sauntered off.

The sound of the bat-wing doors closing indicated that the Supervisor nad
-
£

1eft the scene, and acted as tnhe signal for the others to emerge from
their various places of sanctuary, indulging in a bout of silent mirth
whilst Bill relatsd the incldent.

After 3 few moTe beers, 511l became yorried about possible conseguences
despite the assurances Trom ihe athers that nad the Superviscr wished o
mawa an issue of the matter ne would have done s0 on the spot, but try as

they might, Bill was not convinced.

Finally, having decided to tnrow nimself on the
approached the Supervisor, who, oy now, Nac gone
trying to pick the winning cards for the trols ¢

mercy of the court, Bl
nack to his nommal T
kat night.

s attention, 3ill mumbled. "I

. counle of ahems to get the Super
ident in the locker-room©.

3 s L
nink 1 owe you an apology for the inc

r o flesting moment the Supervisor looked at 8iil, then a siow smiie
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