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. We have had enquiries as to the whereabouts of Dick North-Smith and
Cyril Urquhart. Anyone knowing of their whereabouts or any news of them since

retirement could they please contact Gerdon Cupit, 0TC, Box 7000 G.P.C.,
Sydney.

TELEGLOBE CANADA QUARTER CENTURY CLUB

A recent copy of a membership list for the above association reveals
the following names of Australian and New Zealand people.

Aussies

P. Crakanthorp, B.C.J. Fisk, R. B. Fletcher, H.T.E. Houghton,
Knight, H. H. LeQuesne, D. L. Schultz, K. L. Spark,

JF.S. St. Julian, A. L. Leslie, A. W. Quirk, E. O. Wilkinson,
.F.J. Woodall, C. W. Woods, H. L. Baxendale, W. R. Fleming,

. W. Garred, A. D. Hawkins, R.R.Y. Hill.

ooy IS

Norfolk Island

P. H. Bailey
New Zealand

R. G. Cordon, E. F. Beehan, C. H. Forder.
News has also come to hand from the Western Chapter of the organisation that
they have recommended the bestowing of honorary membership to our General
Secretary, Charies Carthew for his continued interest in telecommunications

Veterans clubs and associations throughout the world and for his interest in
the welfare and understanding of members. Congratulations Charles.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS

Queensland Annual General Meeting

The Queensland Annual General Meeting was held in the OTC Manager's
Office, Queen Street, Brisbanc on the 30th May, 1879 chaired by President
George Scott. Those in attendance were George Scott, Jim Banks, John Clendinning,
fric Cramp, Alan Jonmes, Jock Kellie, John Marshall, Denis Moorhouse, Vince Sim,
Fabian Sutheriand, Bob Webster, John Ponsonby, Hans Groenhuijzen and visitors
Bruce Sutherland {NZ), Dick Christoffersen (Sydney) and Gordon Cupit (Sydney).
One of the matters brought up for consideration was invitation to wives To
General Meetings and Reunions and it was decided that a social gathering or
barbeque held later in the year would be more appropriate.

Existing President and office bearers were re~elected unopposed.
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From Brax Horrocks, Adelaide

"This is Brax Horrocks, President of the South Australian Veterans
Association bringing vou greetings from our South Australian members.
Our next meeting is on Thursday 24th May at the Public Service Club.
Any of vou who are here at that time will be made very welcome if you
care to come along. Ours is a very small Branch compared with Sydney
and Melbourne but we enjoy our evenings together and it is certainly
a wonderful way to keep in touch with one another. I saw Cecil Shorrt
iast week who will be 97 this year and he sends chins to all of those
who remember him. Geoff Cox is enjoying his retirement and his bowls
at Port Alungra. In that area too is Max Lang who recently retired

as Manager {(Coast Radio) Mclarenvale. Longun Evans appears to spend
most of his time tripping around the world. When he is at home he
plays a lot of bowls. Full of life and a running is Longun. We hear
regularly from Pat Sykes, Western Australia and Bruce Sutherland,

New Zealand. They are taking a trip to the UK this year so we hope

to see both of them on their way through Adelaide. We were sad to
hear that our good friend Tufty Baker has passed on. Wonderful fellow
Tufty and most capable. I was fortunate enough to be stationed with
him for over a vear at Cocos,.when it was off the map in World War Z.
When any of you chaps pass through Adelaide please do get in touch
with me Brax Horrocks (telephone 717524) or our Secretary Bert Dudley
{telephone 2986337). Good wishes and fraternal greetings to you all."

From Norm Odgers, Perth

“This is Norm Odgers in Perth. On behalf of the fellow members of
QTVA in Western Australia greetings and best wishes to you all for
& pleasant evening. We regret we cannot be there with you. Good
luck to you all.®

SICKIES

From time to time we have the bad news of Veterans either being sick
and/or hospitalised and to these we send best wishes for either a fast and
complete recovery or for better health. Also we know there must be others sick
who have not been reported and to these also our best wishes.

Col Benson, Frank Dunstall, Rey Tully, Jack MeGrory, Bill Jenvey, Keith Roberts,
Allan MchLean, Doug Batten, FEric Willington, Mark Wiltom, Val Litchfield,
Charles Carthew, Bernie Harrison, Claude Waite and Peter Whisson.

TO PASTURE
The following members have recently retired and we wish them a long,

happy and healthy retirement. For those retired on the grounds of invalidity
we trust that their health improves considerably.

Max Lang

Max retired from the Coastal Radic Service in August., He joined the
teaching staff of the Marconi School of Wireless in Sydney in Uctober 1940.
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In 1941 after gaining a wife and su isferred to the Beam
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Manager Bringeliy where he 1% due to vetire on the 3rd December.

back as

Gecft and his wife have been ardent travellers and no doul
keep this up in retivement for as ¥&no as they can afford it. With jus
vears as a ham he has held 9 different call signs and is still goling st

especially with 7 MHz mobile. He is in the painful process of building the

ultimate Warner QTH at Camden.
[

Austin tHouseman

Austin who commenced with AWA in 1629 as a Beam Messenger Boy retired
in September. At the time of retirement he held a doubtful honour of being No. 1
on the OTC seniority list.

his time as a Messenger Boy he was promoted to Offic
partment followed by O0ffice Boy to Sir Lionel Hooke,
A. During this time he attended the Marconl School of
Wireless and obtained his Commercial Operating Certificate and was posted in

1552 as Technician with broadcasting station 2CH. A vear lazter he was transferred
to the Pennant Hills transmitting station where he remained for the next § years.
In 1838 Austin was ?GSZG to Wyndham working on DCA operations. At that time
DCA had not as vet d
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Keith Wilmot

Keith recently proceeded on sick leave prior to retirement after having
served as the Chicef m?a?tbﬂ&ﬂ sf O7C for the last 23 years, He joined AWA in the
Drawing Office in 1937 and rose to the position of Leading Design Draftsman where
he was invelved with equipment for the Marine Service, aircraft, broadcasting,
armed services and international communications.

O1TC proved a very ;d;mdblt committes man and at times Chalrman on a number of
welfare and other committees. e was also very active in the Credit Union,
Veterans' Association and the brafti

Keith was very active in staff associations and during his years with
is
ing Industrial Union. Unfortunately Keith
was involved in & serious train acc
-
L

T
ident 2 vears ago and due to injuries he
had to curtaii some of his assocciation work.

Earlier in life Keith found romance in OTC and we wish him, Marie and
the family a healthy, happy and long retirement.

Les Brown

Les retired early in the year due to ill health. He commenced in AWA
in 1933 and moved through all positions in the Melbourne Operating Room, reaching
the position of Shift Controller. Les has always been a very popular character,
and a leading figure in the Melbourne Cricket Club and Wagga weekends,

Moily Condon

Molly also retired early in the year. She joined OTC in 1956 from the
New Zealand Press Association where she had worked previously for a number of years.
Starting as a Typist in the Administrative Branch she quickly rose to Secretary and
later Private Secretary te the {hairman of the Commission. Ar the time of retire-
ment Molly was z high level Clerical Assistant in the Supply Section of OTC where
her duties consisted of removal of personal effects for staff on transfer. She
carried out her duties efficiently and with a minimum of fuss thereby making
transfers somewhat less traumatic,

A

M iy (fr

Betty Leweniec

Betty rctired on the same day as the NSW Assoclation's Annual General
Meeting. She joined OTC in 1952 where she was employed as a Phonogram Operator.

Hoy Tully
Roy ?éCéﬁtly retived due to 11l heaith. He joined C&W in 1940 in the
Spring Street office and subseguently came to O0TC on the takeover. His whole
carger has been in the Jperating Room where at different times he held every

i was a Shift Contyoller at the time of retirement.

ot

traffic position and
Tom O'Donnell

Tom joined OTC in 1948 und & few months later trained and qualified
as a Telegraphist. The majority of areer was spent in the Melbourne Operating
Room with & 2 vear term at iétteb‘ﬂg the time of retirement, due te 11l health,
he held the position of Senior Internationazl Telecommunications Officer.
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d tour ieaving Melbourne mid-Ma Like his coileague,
s travelling by sea,
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Two veterans at the Sydney Annual General Meeting were frequently
mistaken one for the other and the clue to identity rested with the chap wearing
glasses!

&4 registered members and,

CTVA {Victoria)} started off in 1857 with
[ on. The present membership is

of that original number, 49 veterans have
F TR 73 in retirement and 42

Mr. & Mrs. Robinson, Senior, parents of veteran Jim Robinson, Manager
OTC Melbourne, recently celebrated thezf diamond wedding anniversary and among
the many messages of congratulations was a telegram from Her Majesty
Gueen Elizabeth I1.
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Veteran f?aﬁ& Turville has given up bird breeding and apricot farm
activities and sold property at Hunalley - Tasmania - and now resident at the
Freemasons Homes, 7 awinne Road, Lindisfarne, 7015 Frank would be pleased

to meet old colleag

. are two P.OUE. ! retived and living
would welcome ﬂzd?éﬁg irom E‘,.~. colieagues of vesteryeor.

great uncles on the G side

with telegraphy thus
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. 1890, succeeded his brother in

John Randall Knuckey, 29.5.184¢ to 18,
5 ip contributed to rallying the

the office of Line Inspector and ! fine ie&d rshi
men in the field when the Es elaegray ine venture almost founded in the
extreme heat and drought of the arid Bight Country. His sudden death in 1890

was widely mourned and his grave in the West Terrace Cemetry is marked by a marble
memorial TERECTED BY HIS FELLOW WORKERS IN THE POST AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT'.

st -Hest

i 2

]
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The exploits of the Knuckey brothers include confrontation with hostile
aboriginal natives, near death by hunger and thirst, long and tedious trials with
replacement of telegraph poles eaten away by termites and problems of the then

on
outback regions all surmounted by courage and endurance.

A copy of the Knuckey family diary is now included in the archives
of OTVA {Australia) at the Latrobe Library, HMelbourne.

P.S.....The last Lady Telegraphist in the Postmaster General's Department
was Miss Ethel Richards, a niece of Richard Knuckey.

The 130th vear gathering of the Knuckey family was held in Adelaide,
January 7th, 1976,

3

After a motoring holiday on the main iand Jack and Dulcie returned to
Tassie and “the house that built'™ appropriately named “JORDAN'S JOINT"
3 Petty Road, Eaglehawk Nec 7

An octogenarian couple finally decided to sell their family home and
change over to a unit in & retivement centre there to enjoy all the helpful
facilities and settle down to a new enviromment but our colleague really does miss:

{1} being able to play the cornet any more;
{2] 1listening to ship to shore morse at loud speaker strength;

(3} having a fully equipped workshop in which to work hour on end.

In retirement daily routine includes reading the paper, doing the cross
attending the garden and household chores and walking out to the letter box there
to now and then find in the mail a postcard kindly sent by someone on tour overseas
to an old colleague back home,..you sure do get a kick out of being remembered
like that.

With family keeping in touch and telephone contacts there remains only
to be thankful for continued good health and contentment as top priorities.

The follewing letter has been received from Mr. H., J. Scott, Secretary,
Society of Wireless Pioneers, America. This letter is typical of those being
received by Charles Carthew, our General Secretary and indicates the amount

of effurt he puts into his job,

"Thank you for your welcome letter. We are pleased to kamow that you

gnjoy our Journal.

.We very much appreciate receiving your publications as this keeps us
aware of what goes on "down under', Communication between ocur socleties
is a healthy sign and one which can keep our mutual interest and
friendship aiive,

Your proposal that veteran communication associations go "international"
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is an interesting one. OCur Society would be interested in knowing
what your proposal is in depth. It sounds very good.

¥e have received your OTC publication for some time and enjoy it,
and on occasions we have guoted some items from it in our publzcatlonﬁ
with due credit being given of course.

#ell, our southern friend, it has been a pleasure communicating with
you, and I hope that we may continue the pleasant "hello-how are you"
from time to time in the days to come!

73's to all of you,"

BORNEQ

The late Ned Newell served in the Borneo area during the World War [
era and had photographs of the Eastern Extension instailations in Sarawak and
Brunei. ‘These albums have been loaned to the Government of Sabah and they have
taken others for their historical museum. To supplement these records the
Sabah government would like to hear from any Veterans who served in the Borneo
areas particularly in the early dayvs of the Fastern Extension Company.

Any member of this category could contact Charles Carthew, 7 Lantana
Street, Clayton, Victoria, 3168 (telephone 544.2514),

It is with deep regret that we advise of the passing of the following
Veterans and our deepest sympathy is extended to their families:

The oidest Veteran in Australia and & gentleman Cecil Shorrt died in
May aged 96. Cecil joined the Eastern Extension Cable Company in Adelaide
just before the turn of the century and after a few years was transferred to Darwin
k stayed for almost 4 years. His next transfer was to Singapore where
ae remained at that station and other straits settlement stations for the next
5 yvears., ¥ ring to Australia in 1913 he was posted to Cable Bay near Nelson
in New Zealand aﬂé towards the end of the First World War returned to Australia
and then was >d to Cottesloe where he remained for about 4 years before return-
ing to his tation at Adelaide,

Cecil had been ably cared for by his good wife Olivette a partnership
h had Juvt@L for 57 vears. Charles Carthew recently commented on a visit
i very memorable experience., He points out that there was a 300
clock still keeping good time - a Battle of Waterloo cavalry
¢ of very Tine hand woven limen 2 centuries old - a Welsh
ﬁa fJC years ago with the original hinge pins still in-tact - and many

osther relics of days far gone plus the "old world charm' of host and hostess
to remember.

was really
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Bill Hosking

Bill Hosking passed away lst August nearing the age of eighty. Biil
started with the PMG 1915-25 then joined Eastern Extension Telegraph Company at
Sydney 1930-33,..Darwin 1933-34..,Adelaide 1834-41 transferred Cocos first to
Darwin. February 19th, 1942, quote from diary “Japs bombed Darwin. Roley Lane
and self on duty and that sure was a bloody hectic day (you've read the story in
the papers) however, Roley sheltered in & hole made to accommodate a new lavatory
and escaped unhurt. I sheltered down the cliff in front of office and was on the
receiving end of all the rocks and debris from the bomb craters, Hospitalised,
Trip to Cocos washed out. Returned to Sydney S.0.R. and treatment resumed four
months later. 1942-63 dug in S.0.R. Sydney until retirement...appointed
Senior/Tel somewhere between 1845-00." ungquote,

Settling down in Melbourne Bill regularly attended OTVA (Vic.) functions
and became actively involved with the Nunnawadding District Band in which he played
the flute...he also did sterling work with Legacy. Fellow members of his band - all
in uniform - came along to the funeral service and rendered appropriate hymns;
a fitting tribute to a highly respected citizen,

Jack Heathershaw

Jack passed away on the 15th July, 1979, He joined the Fastern Extension
Australasian China Telegraph Company in 1920, was later taken over by OTC and
served in both the Sydney and Melbourne Accepting Offices as Officer-in-Charge
until his retirement in 1961, Jack was known and highly respected not only by his
colleagues but in the business world and was a well known figure supervising
traffic covering internatiomal cricket, temnis, golf and other sporting events
throughout Australia. He was a member of the Melbourne Cricket Club and played
a good game of cricket and golf and served as the President of OTVA (Vic.]
during 1973 and 1974. Until the last couple of months when Jack became seriously
i1l he had maintained excellent health and had an amazing physique, full of
life and activity.

John David Milton

Born in England, served as a radio officer on ships whose radio stationg..
were under the administration of Siemens lompany. k.

After taking up residence in Sydney, he joined AWA in May 1954 as a
Marine technician specialising in radar, which was then a very new navigational
aid to ships,

In December 1959, John was appointed an Inspector for Marine Sexvice and
later in April 1963 became Service Supervisor at Sydney,

Following the increase in ship building activity in Australia in 1967,
John moved into the Marine technical section at AWA head office to assist in
planning new installations.

John transferred to Melbourne with the appointment of Victorian Marine
Manager in December 1969 and in this capacity became a respected and well known
identity in the Marine fraternity.

He was also a keen Rotarian, a past president of the Liberal Party
tranch in his area and took an active interest in Toastmasters., John leaves
behind a wife and daughter.



Jack Guthrie

Jack Guthrie died late April at the age of 76, He commenced in the
Fastern Extension Cable Company in 1919 and during his career served at Sydney,
Adelaide, Cottesloe, Suva and Fanning {sland. At the time of his retirement
in 1967 he held the position of Traffic Manager OTC. For the 10 years prior
to his passing he very ably carried out his position of President of the NSW
Veterans' Association. The following story of some early recollections of
Jack has been submitted by John Lee,

"First met John Guthrie around 1519 when we were Probationers
{Trainee Telegraphists} at the Sydney office of the Fastern
Extension Australasia and China Telegraph Company at 17
OfConnell Street. |1 was sixteen and John probably a vear older.
He was a solldly built lad from the Sydney Technical High School
with & whelesome and honest approach to life. As he had joined
a few months before me I soon began to rely o¢n him for advice
and guidance,

There were never more than four of us training at the one time

- the room would not have held more. For the first six months of
our training we were paid ten shillings per week which hardly
allowed any high living but our salaries were increased every six
months providing we made good progress and behaved until we were
sarning thirty-five shillings per weeck, when we felt quite affluent.

Under the eye of an instructor we learned to read recorder signals -
the usual method of receiving signals through a si bm&rinﬂ cable
at that time. We practised touch typing, morse [recepiion by sounder),
; perforator and transmitting by hand on recorder keys. By the
wore eighteen wo were Gpcraf“%: {7 his and we had
1 & firm friendship

*iﬂe

those early yvears of our wozking life Sydney was settling down after
vid War I, It was g city alwost deveid of buses but criss-crossed
recd i impressed with John's prowess in

with tram tracks and I
jumping on and off =

"

Uperators we were required to work six 6-hour shifts covering
7 to sgturégv £ my memory is correct Sunday work was at overtime
the rate of sixpence per hour for a First Year Operator
Lo our

ttle difference to our monthly pay cheque. However we both
i noour respective parents, we were unaware of the delights of
vicokol and we decided that girl friends were luxuries we could not
afford

1920 the Bastern Telegraph Company had a team in the City Houses
competition and though a soccer player at school, John

© that team uptil it lapsed for want of players.
endly soccer games and here John really shone.
nlayer whose powerful c}earing kKick got us out of
situation. John had a refreshing approach to cricket.
ball was there to be hit and 1 never saw him play

le was a
4

We took A ; ; : late Jim Lynch
went fishing at Point Clare (we could not afford to go further afield).

ined % ' T ciioaiﬁg Year we
t the boarding

£ life was mostly derived from the older members of



the staff, many of whom were much travelied and had served at Cable
Stations in South Fast Asia. We listened to their stories with
respectiul attention buf occasionally tried z venture on our own like
the time we went o see Rudoliph Valentine in the silent film

The Sheik™., Front seats in ihe dress circle cost us three shillings
and sixpence each {we were accustomed to paying one shilling and sixpence
at suburban picture thestres). Ummoved by the performance we agreed
that cne could learn more shbout the facts of life at any matinee at
the Tiveli or Fullers Vaudeville. He was a very reliable friend who
never let me down and though I worked with him in subsequent years at
Cottesloe, Suva and finally Sydney, it is the pleasant memories of
those early vears that keep [looding back.”

Don Soraghan

Don passed away on the 11th August, 1579 at his home in Kingscliff.
He was one of those pioneers who can never be rveplaced having served initially
with AWA in the Marine Service ?fansfarriﬁg to the Department of Civil Aviation
on the advent of radio intoe the aviation industry. 1t 1s understood that Don
was the very first Aeradioc O r employed by AWA at Mascot aerodrome which
in those days was little better than a paddock.

Don was always a very ardent “ham' and this gave him great comfort
and interest in the latter vears of his 1ife when he became practically blind,
He kept regular skeds with old buddies and other hams and recently rejoined
the Veterans network.

Harry Oates

Harry died on the 5th Janvary, 1979 aged 79. He joined the Coastal
Radio Service in December 1923 in 5vd subseguently served at Adelaide,
Darwin, Thursday Island with the last 25 years of service at La Perouse. At
the time of vetirement in 1965 he was Asszistant Station Manager (La Percused.
Harry spent most of his vetived life at Gerroa on the south coast and recently
moved to Brisbane.

S5id Le Grand

Sid passed away on 16th May, 1979 aged 77. He commenced in communica-
tions in the PMG's Department Qacegaidné in 1516. On the commencement of the
Beam Wireless Service in 1927 he was one of the specialist Telegraphists recruited
for the operation of that service, His whole career in AWA and OTC was in the
Beam Operating Room wherec he scrved as a Telegraphist, Senior Telegraphist,
Control Officer and Traffic Officer, ketirc% in 1967 and took up residence at
Banpora Point a few miles south of the Gold Coast.

Tom Pattinson

Tom joined the P.C.E. in March 1916 and was employed in various clerical/
traftfic positions rising fismally to the position of Supervisor, Accepting Office
of OTC, Tem who retired in 1964 was one of those characters with an cutstanding
personality and was very popular not only with his work mates but with quite a
number of the clients. He also was active in welfare and sporting club activities.
His retitement vears were spent in Adelaide.
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Jack Bassert

One of those real characters who appear from time to time, Jack Bassett,
died late April at the age of 75. He became interested in telegraphy in 1518
when he joined the PMG's Department and was appointed to the Newtown Post Office
as Telegraphist. After serving therc for some time he was transferred to Tamworth
where he remained untii 1926, Hearing the call of wireless he resigned from the
PMG's Department the same year, and joined the Esiaaé Radio Service. His first
appointment was at Bitanaka wherc he served for 2 years followed by transfer to
Salamoa. He later served at a number of New Guinea stations one resulting in him
becoming known as "Wewak Jack'.

Jack turned up in the [sland Room at the Central Operating Room in
York Street during the war years and remained there until 1963, when he was retirved
on the grounds of invalidity due to losing portion of & iteg from throuwbosis.

Jack's interest lay inm hi-fi, fishing and writing of verse., A number of
his contributions appeared in the staff magazines and he 21s0 wrote a number of
lyrics for Rolf Harris the royalties giving him quite a handy bit of pocket money.
His fishing excursions to Port Kembla just after the war in his 1938 Vauxhall will
be remembered by many of our members.

Cec Wood

after a

”ojﬁeu the

On geﬁeéization fec C@t&;nét employment h as @ domestic
Receiver Instructor feollowed by being in charge of ziver assembly
e only Thom § Smith { y&&r and in the Specia
d His duties consisted ¢ tcs? ng . DCA HF trans-
n

in Government

Civil Aviation
ransmitters - receiving station

ial transmitier constructio
194% cobtained a yosifien with the

aliation of high and low power HF ¢

navigational aids etc,

where he was znv@s*

various (RS and Si instaliations and egquipment. The iasi Loapie of ;e&rs
had been with the Training Secticn as s Field Training Officer.

Bill Ikwins

President of the Victorian clation passed away
in 9=9 Tru;a¥szr§na lat to CEW and Qabqﬂauen iy
irement i Contro v in the Melbo ne
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GOOD LIVING

The Diva
nroduced 3 books

Health Commission of NSW, has now
¢ members. These are:

§%i§

5y 1o
"Eond and Nutrition®
#ige Fatin

These books can be obtained free of xharba from the Health Commission of NSK,
Division of Health Education, Box 4340, CG.P.0., Sydney.

VETERANS IN RETIREMENT

“Transit’ intends to run a series of articles on
£iret of the series on Charles Carthew has already
been published seing followed by a story on Jack Burgess and then
Jock Cowig, who ively engaged in stocking trout streams. We are sure a
number of other Veterans have interesting activities and any stories together
with a photograph would be appreciated. Pleasc send to Gorvrdon Cupit, OTC,

Box TCOG, G.P.0

O7C staff m%g&ziﬁ
r i

Veterans in reti

The announcement in the last Newsletter of the formation of historical
records and museun : C nse, and to these we say thanks,
but this has been v of Veterans in our Assocations.

Please fellows look cugh vol -aé . and drag out anything you have.
0ld stationery message forms, equipme ut or aﬁanzng else you may have borrowed
would be very welcome. This also should be sent to Gordon Cupit.

One document donate
tariff list and cablic i
1st March, 1886,

ila, 07C Cable Station, Cairns, is &

b astern Telegraph Company, Malta on the
o Australasiz at that time were: NSW 4/11d,
New Zeaiand 3/24, 1 3d, South Australia 4/9d, Tasmania 5/5d, Victoria 4fLOd
and Western Australia 4/9d. Others of interest ave France 4d, Gibraltar 54d,

Great Britain od, Agurlzius 8/34 and Madagascar 9/75d.

in addl rma n tariffs an interesting aspect on the
map is a cable between Bundaberg and Caled nia. Research has since revealed that
this cable was lald ? 35 ¢ hip “Francois AragoV for the French
compaﬁy La Socie Sous-Marins. The cable was a distance
795 n.m. and Mon Repes in Queensland and Teoudie in
Nam Cal i further information as to how long this
etc.

in the early 1t the Beam Wireless nerve cenire was situated on the
15t floor of Wireless House, Queen Strecet, Melbourne, with the receiving station

at Rockbank, some Z0 miles out, and the transmitters set up at Fiskville another
25 miles further on - near Ballarat.

s

Staff-wise there ch to write about particularly in regard to the
esprit-de-corps that prevailed. For Instan

%
¢
s
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&
b
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e, the operator on duty from 5 pm to
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vpm was released early when the cheap rate traffic was cleared and on the circuits
ready for transmission...the incentive was there to hop in and keep things moving

for the Supervisors extended the same privilege week by week providing, of course,

the "SHIPS-IN-RANGE" notices were not neglected. Again, there were often "BLACK-OLTSH
on the night shift (11.30pm to 6am) and a draw was held permitting one or more
operators to catch the first train or tram home. The Supervisors kept a list of
those previously released so that evervone had the same privilege extended when
cirvcumstances weve favourable.

Working on the SERVICE TABLE called for the taking of morse traffic on
the telegraph sounder coming in from Melbourneradio (VIM} at that time in the
Domain Gardens. Incidentally, the sounder is now a museum piece although it
reigned supreme for quite a long time.

Shift work is always a bone of contention but there are compensating
factors once adjustment is made to sleeping at odd hours and the irregularity of
meals. Leisure time during the day can be put to good use round the house tending
the garden and keeping up to date all round general home maintenance not to mention
indulging goif, tennis and other sporting activities. Commuting to and from the
city day after day, week after week, can become tiresome but never really
appreciated properly until the experience of shift work gives emphasis to the change.

The now demolished WIRELESS HOUSE - MELBOURNE has its memories and among
the staff were perscnalities aplenty including comedians, scrip writers, musicians,
athletes and, above all, a splendid team of international telecommunicators
associated with whom very capable technicians whose expertise Kept the mechanical
side in good and reliable order,

Anyone making a transcription or gelling error received a chilling
imand in the form of a "MAJOR A™., .Management did this to kKeep everyone alert
the telling factor rested with personal pride for ne one liked "GETTING A
LISTERY!

epr

igiiant eve on the
s among them, vet
airs and subsequently

Un the ground floor the late Tim O'Leary kept a
EAM WIRELESS MESSENGERS, and there were some real ¢
from thelr ranks emerged several lads who made the grade u
went on Lo carve a carveer in the Service,

v
cnaracte

th e
ot

ZEALAND

Tom Condon writing from New Zealand advises that he and his wife will
be holidaying in Honolulu/Maui for 6 weeks and he is hoping to visit Famning Island
but visitors permits are hampered by red tape and the creation of fhe new independence
for the Gilbert Islands. He is just biding his time and waiting npot too hopefully.

He was eply interested in the pre-retirvement planning article in the last
Newsletter, as this is a subject foremost to the older people and varticularly to
his » who 13 associated with the local Citizens Advice Bureau. They have hecome
aware of the many perplexities which come forward particulariy of how cider people
fill in their days. He is of the opinion that without being nesey it is a good
shlective to keep ones eyes open and absorb what is going on around one with a view
Lo gaining information and ideas on activities etc. He can foresee that we have

a problem with modern technological advancemen:t where work will be less and we

will have a greater problem of how to use leisure.

Tom said that the recollections by Phil Little were really someth:
to enthuse about and he can recall the cricketing days of Sutcliffe, Hobbs,
Charlie Kelleway, Ryder, "Nip" Pellew, and Jack Gregory. All were forerunners
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in a pgolden age and also the artificisl make believe of bat meeting ball and
the applause of the spectaiors fe&azhn with the ficticious LBW appeals and

$
score, Great was ths f57 the Derby result with all the lines from
S i

cleay Tun The time for the result to reach

London 1o yéﬁcy P@ius fox ;
NZ was marvellous, Sea“Tnihg ike 80 seconds. Today we almost see it before it
is run. Tennis too was - orefront snd one can remember back to Jo Anderson

Hawke, Schleisgner, having the p?iviiﬁge of seeing them play an exhibition

game in New Zealand whil 5{ en :rica for the challenge round. Their
American counterparts Tilden, Bill Johnstone were wOTThy opponents and even the
Victorian wizard in Norman Brookes could not stem their ascendancy. In later years
we had Jack Crawford, Fred Perry and then Hoad and Rosewall. A big thank you

Phil for rousing ore in these memories,

Claude Dalley with his wealth of experience brought a new dimension
to the Newsletter and it was good of him to mention Doubtless Bay and Bob Marchant,
NZ's oldest Vet, and now not so mebile as of yore but with still a very alert
mind. I sec him now znd then and his acuteness of mind is truly amazing. It was
good of Claude to bring Bob's articie to the fore.

LETTERS LIKE THIS CONVEY THE IMPORTANCE OF NOSTALGIA SC COME On YOU OLD PIONEERS
EN A STORY CR TWO A;J Si¥£ IN TO EDITOR GORDON CUPIT, OTC, BOX 7000 GPO, SYDNEY.

PLANNING FOR RETIREMEN

In the last edition of the Newsletter we outlined activities, seminars
ete. conducted by the NSW Council on the Ageing. For our Victorian members there
is & kindred body in that State known as the Barly Planning for Retirement
Association the Secretary being Mr. S. P, Havdisty, o/~ National Mutual Centre,
447 Collins Street, %eéé%ﬁrﬁef 3000, telephone 620411,

This organisation has a number of groups spread around the suburbs
and these are listed for information:

Pvans, UNLEY My. Robert Birnie, Sec,

v, S.A, Erliplan {Unley],
{Cheltenham) P.0. Box 12, UNLEY, 506
74, Southland Phone: {082y 584 455

CHELTENHAM, 3192,

WAVERLEY Mrs( Jack Pascoe, Sec.

P.R.G. (Waverley)
Danien Street,
GLEN WAVERLEY, 3150.

Lot T

E
Phone: Q7 Phone: 232 6314
DONCASTER HAWTHORK Sister A. M. Hains, Sec.

E.P.R.G, (Hawthorn]
2 a. Power Avenue,
HAWTHORN, 3122,

Fhone; 214

Phone: ——

LTG0 e 0 TTY LA ED

SANDRINGHAM Mr. David & Hrs, TRANKSTON Mrs, J. Collie, Sec.
Betty Young, T E.P.R.G, (Frankston)
Secretary, Unit 3, 25 Phillip St.,
E.P FRANKSTON, 3199,
9 M3 Phone: 786 6130
SANI "““‘"

L
i
[

Phone:
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W. Tonks, Sec.
.G, [Essendon)

BENDIGO Mr. R, 5. BDowney,
President,

e

pt

E.PLR.G. [Berndigo) Tands Hoad,
Moore Streer, STRATHMORE, 3047,
BERDIGO, 3530, Phone: 370 2911

T (054343 4550 h

Phone: Bendigo ST

GOULBURN Mr. H. M. {

VALLEY Secretary,
E.P.R.LG. 4G Juncti
108 The Boulevary NEWPORT,
SHEPPARTON, 3630 Fhone: 39 3

Phone: {G58) 21 s1li E 74,277 398 1

E.PLK.G.

Iéﬁ
355

HEIDELBERG Mr. M. Bridgman, CROYDON Mr. W. . Blunden, Sec.
President, E.PLR.G. {(Croydon)
E.P.R.G. {Heidelberz) Geoffrey Drive, KILSYTH.
61 Victoria Avenus, Fhone: 728 2115

WEST MACI T

KHLES
&2 3391
KEW Mr., Alan

idell, RINGWOOD

a . Kew, V.0,
sox 14} 1 Barenva {rt, Phone:
W, 3101
Phone: 30 4264
NUNAWADING Mr. Stan Penny, 2O HILL
E

vy Road, Phone:
i

o D ON b L
] b fek = :
A
&
0

Phone:

DARDENONG Mr. Allsn ﬁazrigj Sec. T AR,
E 3 2 T

Phons:

Phone:

FINANCIAL

staff to atteqd
one of ﬂﬁsbrﬁglégj
conducting seminars

yun oy

seminars and
Randall & Co.,
the form of a

mlanning

{4} Social Security BEntitlements
L
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All the talks are given by experts from the various fields. There is no charge
to attend the seminar and vour editor was surprised at the number of services
available to elderly people by Randall & Co. and most important at no charge.

ATR CHARTERS - NEW GUINEA

John Lennon tells a story of the Port Moresby Temnis Club charter
for a visit to Wewak., The expected routine charter started out this way.

A 32 seater DC3 aircraft was arranged to carry the 31 people
booked for the flight. On arrival it was found that only a 28 seater aircraft
was available and 3 were to be off-loaded. When the plane landed on the strip
it was found that a further four seats were not there and as a result 7 now became
off-loaded. These 7 finally arrived in Wewak by commercial flight as a favour
by Air New Guinea. On the return journey some days later another 28 seater arrived
and the same 3 were off-loaded and wait-listed for a commercial craft the follow-
ing day. In actual fact the wait-listing became two days. As John explains it
was a good effort only being off-loaded three times on one charter, It was just
as well that Wewak's surf, golf and friends provided plenty of entertainment
during the waiting period.

KNOW YOUR COLLEAGUES

The following interesting facts we learnt about Longun Evans
during his recent visit to Sydney and it is recommended that any visitors to
South Australia should lock him up.

Longun started in the cable service in the Moore Street (now
Martin Place) office of Fastern Extension., His next posting was the La Perouse
Cable Station,

Not only has Longun an extensive cable career but he also started
off as o radio man and was issued with the fourth amateur licence in Australia.
This he obtained in 1912 and at that time he transmitted on 250 watts with a
cali Sigﬁ XVD. He was using American apparatus and was the first ham to use
vaives. Longun sat for his first class radio certificate in 1915 and was tested
on Telefunken gear.

He was serving in Darwin during the 2nd World War. At one time the
Java to Darwin cable was broken in 18 places and the cableship in making repairs
was unable to match the old cable. Longun was given the job of balancing the
mixed cable and getting traffic moving again. The cableship estimated that it
would be a 2 to 3 weeks task. With hard work and some unorthodox methods he had
the cable running better than 100% within 2 days.

Longun also tells of the time he was stranded in San Francisco
during the war years for a ship to return him to Australia and finally sailed
on a liberty ship which was loaded with troops. They were thirsty for news and
Longun finished up taking press for I hours daily to issue a news sheet., After
thev had been out 20 days or so he was called to the bridge when the ni}ﬁ%er saw
land and asked Longun did he recognise it. Longun thought it was New Zealand and
north of Auckland so the Captain changed course to south and they arrived in
Auckland a couple of hours later,

Longun in his time was one of those extremely fast Morsemen,
rare beings. He could send at 40 words per minute and he had been tested in
reception at 48 words per minute. He worked for some time with the United Press
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of America {Sydney office) taking press for hours at a stretch. Anyone who could
handle this job, under the Chief Ceorge McCadden, had to be good.

2ND WORLD WAR

Phil Little quotes the following recollections on the 2nd World
War and the 1956 Olympic Games.

"Tension filled the evening when the word came through that the
Germans had entered Poland. The evening when Singapore advised--- "This is it,
we are closing down."

The many faces we missed calling at the office as the quiet
rounding up of all aliens in Melbourne and surrounding areas took place.

The "INVENTORS' who occasionally called to cable, mostly
crackpot ideas, to the war office in London, one chap in particular who claimed
he really had the answer to the bombing of London.

Very simple he said. YAll they have to do is make thousands of
small bombs and attach a small parachute to each one, then load them on a high
fiying plane, which would fly over the bombers and proceed to drop the smalil
bombs. The contact of course will blow the bombers to hell.

1 didn't ask the poor silly B----R about the bombs that missed
and landed on the poplace below,

The foreign woman who called in wishing to cable Italy, and on
sy explaining that I could not oblige, due to censorship, promptly threatened
to report me to the Italian Imperial Police and then marched out. ;

On the occasion of a member of the British Merchant Marine
calling in and asking me to do him a special favour, by holding 2 birthday
message to his wife for ten days before transmission as he would not be in a
position to send it, and my awkward position in explaining that whilst being very
happy to do him a favour, this could not be done as there was a possibility that
something just might happen to him prior to his wife's birthday, and the con-
sequences would be tragic. THE BLASTED WAR!- This incident really upset me."

1956 Glympic Games

“The wonderful set-up at the M.C.G. for transmission of all

It made us all feel very proud to¢ see the astonishment on the
faces of some of the Press Correspondents who claimed it was the best they had
ever seen.

The G.7.C, personnel who had worked so tirelessly must have felt
result of their labours.
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The Tantastic sight at the opening of the Games; a glorious SURy
day, the hundreds of athletes, the many ﬁiagw of competing nations and the huge
crowd, cheering and clapping 11ks mad



thrill to see cur "Golden Girl', Betty Cuthbert,
run &3 she had n un before, to win her Gold Medal.

in every evening made
thesm for transmission.

us wonder 1f we

ANCTHER PAGE FROM THE DIARY OF A OPERATOR

and young daughter a spot of Long Service
New (uinea there to meet up with O.T.C.
Manager, Port %Greﬁmy, e Buckland, who kindly toock us round the city
environs and thence via ¢ iveloss outstations to Bomana War Cemetery situated
at the foor of the Owen Staniey

Leave was taken in

The vy itself is a sacred spot with an eternal flame to
commemorate and pay “i' ing tribute to the repose of so many Australian lads who
lost thelir lives de i the ¥okoda Trail. It was truly an impressive sight
akin to the indel 5;- my stay in France way back in the
mid-1920%s and ther raves of so many, many Diggers.

v a sinpgular coincidence Geoff was left two short staff-wise
the very next day and to hop in and help out was in itself a reciprocal pleasure
followed later by a visit to the “iocal®™ where the mainland amber fluid proved

most acceptable!l

From o turn proved a memorable experience
particularly in regard to the good fel extend vw the Island Radic Service
personnel...a holiday like that is really something to remember.

SAFE BOATIRG

An article some time agorin the Financial Review on safety for
ships contained the following story on the late Bill Watson and his activities
during Hobart vacht races.

remember Bill Watson,
at Hobart, who stayed on
in treublie in Tasmanian

11 ®Watson and at the height
more rezssuring than to hear
weather and tske the daily
heavy static, uantil he

< : to obtaln their positions
&nd m&%e sure that they were not in difficulty.’

c31254 He

SOME CABLE NOSTALGIA

sg the Cab }* Veterans remembers YBrooky” - E. G. Brocke,
who joined the Eastern Extension Company in Tasmania in 18857 In April 1945

&

Mr. Brooke complet ed 60 vears of service in communications and was tendered a
i
Y

bt
o}

complimentary dinmer in Melbourne. Here is the text of the specially written
verse - "When Brooky Joined The Eastern” - which was a highlight of that 1945 dinner.
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When Brooky Joined The Eastern

Heads that were brown and golden
Are silver now and gray;
The Bells of Time are ringing
A different tune today;
But one thing has not faded,
And that is friendship's glow,
Since Brooky joined the Eastern
In the days of long ago.

When Brooky joined the Eastern,
There were whiskers everywhere,
And Macassar's oily perfume
Left its trace upon the chair;
There were grandpapas at forty
In the good old-fashioned way,
When Brooky joined the Eastern-
But he's up-to-date today.

With all his modern knowledge
There is something in him still

That he has carried with him

From the bottom of the hill;

courtesy and flavor

That today we hardly know,

From when he joined the Eastern

In the days of long ago.

=

He has watched the march of science
That has changed the face of earth,

Of strange new things and dreadful things
Has Brooky seen the birth.

Through many changing values
Humanity has ranged,

But simple Faith and Honor

Are the gold that has not changed.

Then drink a toast to Brooky,
And drink it bottoms up;
Drain every drop of friendship
That sparklies in the cup.
The Service found a comrade
That all might hope to know,
When Brooky joined the Eastern
In the days of long ago.

ANGED A BIT (by Ponto)

up
salary of ong

ving taken up permanent residence in Queensland our first duty
or & telephone, A reply came back that an installation fee of
¢ before it wouid be considered. This turned my thoughts back to
that time the P.O. wasn't doing so well so the Postmaster
me to join the service! After due consideration, I decided to join
as a telegraph messenger, in a remote western Tasmanian town, on a
doilar a week, 1911 showed even a greater loss!

At that time there was no installation charge for a phone service,
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and the annual re % t*i@gram to anywhere in Tasmania was 9 cents
faor 16 words, 172

ralia and later rose to 16 cents.
i1t parcel was an extra charge
hundred times more. If a fault
hin three miles of the Post Office a
tadder and if over three miles he
could in the floor of the public counter was
capable o g , I7 & 34 coin went down the hole there
was consternation but if a 1/- went down there was a call for a national disaster
to be prou&&imeu The P.M. refused point blank to have a portion of the flooring
removed but ahout 40 vears after ervection, the floor had to be renewed and by the
tiwe th@ wafkﬁaﬁ n(d removed twe beards I was under and scooped the pinnacle of
sachead Lha ?Eoor boards into & kerosene tin., [ netted
As T said things have changed

("‘

Te register an arti
of % cents. T
oocurred in

THE COASTAL (Tom} Hughes)

tont B. Wolfe who told me about

[

the coastal t paid telegram during its
existence - 4 it . ¢ wrong; it could have been Charlie Lemmon,
but I think it was Wolfie, Since both these old timers are now dead I had better
tell the story before it is lost forever

It appears that, sbout 1913, a ceastal radio station, call-sign
VizZ, was established at Roebourne between Geraidton and Broome 1o ensure continuous
availability of communications along the W.A, coast between ship and shore,

a8 at o when Wolfie told Fred (“'Daddy”;

Christmas and me th roof I ation at Roebourne when the few ships on the
coast ignored the nce. Apart from routine broadcasts, there was
little o do beyond batteries and polishing the brass.

Late one afternoon, the operator at Roebourne (Wolfle wouldn't
admit it was himself) heavd & ship calling Darwin with no response from ¥iﬁ
When rvepeated calis to VID had not achieved results, the operator sensed a
opporiunity hand age and started up the Fordson engine to power

his own call sign and said UYQSP VIR,

with@ut additional charge"}. He then hastened

in addition to the mechanical noise it
ical neise} in the receiver,

hig transmi
("] will re
T ‘afzut \ié’w

C.T‘Eﬁﬁi.eéz i

Az the angzﬁ@ s?ewad ¢ noise receded and through i1t he could just hear the ship
reach the pre: £ its message and he took it down. It was a telegram from
a cattie buy Po A3 ! g i Timor to Darwin asking to
be telegraphed supply : ' ¢ aetails 1n fhe win szleyards. The operator
was confident ; ; : and, cranking the Fordson
again, toid “@é%av one message) and again turned off the
ignition, he heard the reply “TKS VM CL RW GNT
{Thanks ver ;night}g

Now, lack of practice had drawn cur operator into his first
serious error. He had not counted the ds before giving ''R1Y and, when he did,
he found t%aL there was one less he message than the preamble indicated,
He hastily called the ship, but ;Q o ayaii,

¢ had to do something and he was absclutely confident he had
& measgée correctly; so confident that he committed the cardinal sin.
the number of words in the preamble and sent the message on to Darwin.



Unable to contact the ship again, nothing further was heard for
about a month when a blast came from Head Oifzpe. it seemed that the ship was
beund for Darwin and the sender did not receive a reply to his telegran. In due
course he visited the premises of the addressee and berated the latter for his
lack of courtesy and business acumen in not replying to his reply paid telegram.
Cattle dealers in my experience have a varied, colourful and richiv-ornamented
vocabulary and it is a pity the addressee's rvemarks have not been handed down to
us but, in short, he produced the offending telegram on which there was no
mention of “reply paid”. The sender promptly referred back te the ship's wireless
officer whe, in defence, pointed out that not only had “reply pald" been sent,
but the number of words had been changed. Ak, Woe!

At this stage "Daddy" Christmas injected his famous philosophy;
"It's like I always said; if you never do any work, you never make any mistakes
and you never get into any trouble™. Fortunately, there weren't many in CRS who
followed Daddy's dictum.

Be that as it may, VIZ did not ever again handle a paild telegram.
The First World War intervened and, after that, the powers that be, reviewing
their good works in setting up the coastal radio network, decided that VIZ could
be done without and the station was closed down. (Or so Wolfie said.)

I wonder can anyone vouch for this story? What happened to the
station building? If it was as solid as the other radio stations, it would still
be there. And was Hamilton B. Wolfe among the staff of that ili-fated station,
or was i1t Chariie Lemmon?

SENIOR DF THE YEAR

Your Editor recently had the honour of being a judge for the
Senior Citizen of the Year in KNSW. Ehc group judged w the the semi-Tinalists
of the country group. It was most interesting talking to these people and hearing
about i ivities, It is R?Ohﬁ that s of our Veterans 2150 have extensive

ivi
ity and other interests and these are &t the moment the subject of the
series in Tramsit. There is no doubt that some of vou would be worthy entrants
in the Senior ! of the kaar contest and they could be sponsored by the
Veterans' Asscciation. Members “%G would like to be considered for nomination
should send details 05 their activities etc. to Gordon Cupit, O7C, Box
G.P.O., Sydney.

RETIRDMENT SEMID

+ 4

%?van Nell, Welfers Officer of @?C, is conduct

kcﬂ;nfy for the Kings {ross ormation Se
‘ w;;i ve held

with SW Council of the ts
sday, Uctober 31 commenci

s 3

LT

Tha nights of Wednesday, October 24 and Wednesda)
; to attend these seminars is $5 and any member interested cou
elephone 230 5547,
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FIRST WORLD WAR

Ted Bishton has in his possession a book called "With Horse and
Morse in Meseopotamia®™. It is & history of the Anzucs in Asla taking in the Ist
Australian Pack Wireless Signal Troop, the New Zesland Wireless Signal Troop,
the ist Australian and Rew Zealand Wireless Signal Squadron, the Ist Cavalry
Divisional Signal Squadron and the Light Motor Wireless Sections.

Ted served in the Ist Australian Pack Wireless Signal Troop and
the book reveals that the troop consisted of one officer and 54 other ranks
comprising of 30 operators and mechanics and 24 drivers. NSW and Victeria each
supplied half the ranks. The NSW operators were 14 volunteers from the Marconi
School Sydney and the Victorians from the bigaai Depot at Broadmeadows. The
drivers came from the Army Service Corps and Artillery School respectively.

They embarked on the
From here they were trans-shipped to
10 days and then went on to the Peysian Gulf.

% on February 5 1916 for Colombo.
they remalned in barracks for

Arrival in the Gulf met the usuzl rounds of drawing equipment,
rations etc, and finally on the 1st April of that year they were handed over
74 specially picked Australian horses. Unfortunately most of these were unbroken.
The Remount Depot realised that the “Gftuﬂa?é arrivael of a “gang of Australian
bushmen® had given them the opportun etting rid of some of their very
rough horses. Most were so wild it ible even to place a nose
them, This was the furning point i crs of these troops whe up
now had believed themselves i schnical unit but now very di

5 :

1’&’1?*6 trainer $, sianlce

illusioned they found themselves

3 H B
jockeys and gr@oms Those who had laries at the beginning improved
0 no end particularly during the dai of taking the horses to water through

the best mud %asepe amis could produce

Those that were not expert horsemen were placed under instructors
from the 13th Hussars ocut on the desert and these gentlemen did not care whether
the trooper was pbucked off every few minutes or not. Rifle driil, particularly
removing the rifle from the bucket strapped to the horse,in the proper manuer
over the horse's neck caused them to take fright and bolt.

After tyzining 1t was decided that each wireless station would
comprise 7 sgcfators and & dyivers all to be mounted resulting in a tctal OF 1‘
other ranks and 18 horses. The stations were divided amongst &' Fign
battalions arvcund the Gulf cod**ry whare
most trying conditions of heatwave d
aisc had to put up with such
Typhoid.

There was spec
was a member and one of their fi iTST
infantry Brigade, The trek tock &
and 18 mules for baggage. With ihe neﬁ*
;feity heavy task which :
had 2 terrible time
a lot of the horses
through the trek Tl le were provided
for the pack wireless : i ont sight travelling
across the desert. Ambulance waggons &lso lPQGu yanied the troops each beling
drawn by 2 bullocks. Due to the number of sick and exhaustec the ambulances were
placed at the front of the column to ensure the troops kept going. Ambulances

¢ troop that Ted Bishton
mile trek with the 42nd
helr trooy was increassed by 2 horses
the desert the 1
but the infantry {roo;
ing As a rvesult
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and transport carts were quite often up to their axles in the sand and this &id
not help things.

The Pack Wireless Troops were an instant success in the desert
and gained such proficiency that at the end of a trek they could have their station
assembled and operating within three minutes. It was due to their success that
the High Command realised to what extent a larger signal body could accomplish
in a wider field of endeavour and this resulted in the formation of Signal Squadrons.

Another part of the book tells a story of a Signal Squadron
listening on the air by way of practice for their operators and they began copying
enemy messages. After a while they managed to get down with accuracy the mixed
figure and letter groups which were sent at high speed and these the Officer-in-Charge
forwarded with the various batches of traffic to Signals Headquarters who were
somewhat nonplussed on their receipt. There was some delay in this information
reaching the General who was rather annoyed when he had not been informed earlier
and he immediately asked the War Cffice for a deciphering expert. Within 23 hours
the expert had mastered the secret of the first code and information received in
this way proved very valuable and confirmed intelligence being sent by spies. It
was decided to extend this special work and two stations were set up staffed with
the best operators. These stations ran for two years. Russian traffic was also
quite important and the operators were required to become familiar with a new
morse code covering the thirty odd letters of the Russian alphabet. As a side-line
they also copied press from Basra, Bombay, Malta, the BEiffel Tower and Berlin.

Anyone wishing more information on the azstivities of the Pack
Wireless should contact Ted Bishton,

LEISURE TIME UNLIMITED (Talk given by S.A. President Brax Horrocks to z rvecent
meeting of Rostrum in Adelaide)

If you have tears prepare to shed them now. [ have a season ticket
at the local Crematorium to attend the funerals of so many of my contempories
who, having retired at the age of about 65, have said “Hurrah, no more work, now
only play, leisure time unlimited".

There is an expression "All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy':
I suggest that equally true is YAll play and no work is fatal™, I am convinced
that if, after a lifetime of labours, one suddenly ceases to work, cesses to use
his brains, he will die within a very few years, it is not enough to be active
only physically.

If we think that after retirement leisure time is unlimited, then
we delude ourselves regarding the “Unlimited" part of the expression, for it must
be qualified in so many ways, especially as by that fime so many have lost the zest
of living, or have commitments, such as a sick wife, which makes it quite impossible
to enjoy leisure time, so it could be a vain hope to think that one can leave
mest of the enjoyment of leisure untii retirement, so often hy then one @uf?w?$
Frow some allment which restricts his activities and ther Lf ore his ability t
enjoy life - ome can't enjoy s&riing or skiing if he %“v o taoor o&rbewur?ﬂ?zts%
noy i$ it much fun going on a world tour if he is ined to a wheel-chair, even
going sight seeing or bird-watching of any kind is %;Eh?&t joy if his eves are
failing.

Let*s face it, it 18 exceptional for anvone over the age of say
7G not to have allments, exceptional indeed to even live that long. The average
life expectancy of us males 1s something like 67, unfortunately too, not many
just pass away, so often they spend protracted vears in and out of hospital, and



there's not much fun in that - leisure time unlimited it may be, but they would
be far far better without it.

One fairly certain way of ensuring that you will not be able to
enjoy life after retirement is to be a heavy smoker, especially of clgarettes.
During the past several years I have seen many of my contempories, who were addicted
to tobacco, suffer from vespiratory troubles such as emphysema, that I feel I
have almost an obligation to warn you, those of you whe are still smoking, that
you are sowing seeds which will grow and grow and eventually choke you. 1 have
at this time three good friends of about my age who are so restricted in their
breathing, so pathetically short of breath, that they would find it quite impossible
to walk up even one short flight of steps in a city building. Another friend, a
year or so younger, is dying of cancer of the lung, he had given up smoking ten
years ago, but 1t was too late.

That is why I say to you "If you have tears shed them NOW. So
much better to weep today as you suffer the agonies of giving up smoking than
to suffer so much mere and for so much longer in years to come when you can do
nothing about it.

We are inclined to overlook the fact that we have but one
pathetically short span on this our tiny spec of universal dust, this is par-
ticularly so when one is young, for time is like money, the more you have, the
less you value it. It is only when you realize that you are running out of either
commodity that you commence to regret how much has been squandered.

I urge you, more, [ entreat you, not to wait until you reach
the end of the "Time" rainbow, that perhaps mythical age of retirement, but try
to fill each PRESENT day, each PRESENT hour, each PRESENT fleeting, precious,
unforgiving minute with a full sixty seconds.worth of distance rhn.
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BUDDING FILM STAR

NSW President Philip Ceeves who is a historian in his own right
is one of the stars of a pilot film on Australian histery now being edited for TV
The film is being made by Sydney electronics millionaire Dick Smith and the presel

cast is Mr. § Mrs. Smith, their 2 young daughters Hayley 7 and Jenny 5, and
Philip Geeves.

The film is a2 new concept in Australian TV being a family show
for adults and children, with no viclence, no smut, some magnificent camera work,
quite a lot of history and many laughs. Philip appears in the film as an on-camera
researcher. The pilot film is based on the landing of Captain Cook at Botany Bay
and Philip who is well known as one of Australia’s most authoritative historians
answers a multitude of questions about Captain Cook. It is hoped that the pilot
will be successful and if so will be followed by a regular series,

CORRIGENDUM

hat we omitted a couple of lmportant
facets of his life . ; iewsletter under the heading of
*To Pasture™. To put the vecord right Orme began his career initially as a
Beam Messenger Boy. The other important cmission was that he was selected to go
oversecas to train in preparation for the COMPAC system, IHe was responsible for
and ably conducted the initial training of practically all OTC personnel involved
with that system. Sorry Urme,
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AMELIA EARHART

An American lady visiting Sydney has made enquiries about Lae and
Nauru to fill in some blanks on the story of the disappearance of that well
known and famous aviatrix Amelia Earhart. She is interested in hearing from
anyone serving at those stations at the time. She is particularly interested
in eantries they have received on Nauru working to Amelia on 3105Kc and
6210Kc. Questions asked were the transmission on W/T or R/T. She is also
enquiring about an 18-36 metre transmittor numbered 1INT23B. The lady is
Mrs. K. Brick whose address is 622 (Golden Road, Falibrook, California, 92028,
U.5.A. Those with information could contact her direct or through Gordon Cupit.

SPECIAL THANKS

Charles Carthew wishes to send thanks to all his colleagues and friends
who ingquired after him and sent best wishes during his recent and very dangerous
illness.

HISTORICAL DONATIONS

So far historical material and photographs for the historical records
and museum have been received from Philip Geeves, Claude Dalley, Rocky Gorden,
Ted Bishton, Ted O'Donnell, Jack Burgess, Brax Horrocks, Norm Giles, Cliff Birks,
Peter Phillips, Alan Vagg, Len Vella, Jack Coulson and for equipment Ted O'Donnell
and Philip Geeves.

COCOS ISLAND - WAR YEARS

Brax Horrocks has submitted the following story on Cocos Island which was
written by the late Harold Baker,

"I received instructions to proceed to Cocos Island, as Manager, early in
1943, almost exactly a year after the last cheerful message had been received
from our Singapore and Batavia Staffs before the great silence started. The tide of
Japanese aggression had ceased to flow strongly but it was still on the full and
the ebb was merely a hope.

After the occupation of Java it was generally supposed that the Japanese
would carry on with their Southern drive and take over the last remnants of
Britain's Far Fastern possessions, Christmas and Cocos Islands, which had formed
isolated parts of the Straits Settlements, governed from Singapore. Christmas
Island was quickly taken over, valued by the Japanese no doubt, for its rich
phosphate deposits. There was no surprise when it was known, in March 1942, that
the Cocos Cable Station had been shelled by the enemy. Miraculously, the only gear
damaged was that which was already lying idle owing to the capture of Batavia,
and no lives were lost. However, it was felt that no good purpose could be served
by risking the safety of a Staff larger than that required for the bare maintenance
of the main cable route between Australia and the Middle East and Africa, so,
shortly after the shelling, a partial evacuation was ordered. A skeleton Staff
remained - 4 BEuropeans, 5 Chinese servants and 6 Singapore/Malay handymen.

Those left behind were not able to face the future with great confidence.
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