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ARD VENUES.

GANISERS,

MEETINGS AND REUNIONS

Annual General Meeting
13th May, 1988
12:00 Noon - 3:00 pm

Annual General Meeting
13th May, 1988
12:C0 HNoon - 3:00 pm

Annual General Meeting
Z26th May, 1988
12:00 Hoon

Annual General Meeting
26th May, 1988
12.00 Noon

Annual General Meeting
24th May, 1988
12 Nocn

15th Floor Confererce

Room, OTC House
231 Elizabeth Street
Sydney HNSW

Ird Floor, Board Room
07C House, 382 Lonsdale

Street, Melbourne

S7C Coast Radic Station

Mclaren Yale

CTC Cffice

22 St. Georges Terrace

Perth

OTC Gffice

4th Floor

12 Creek Street
Zrisbane

INTERSTATE MEMBERS AND VISITCRS WILL BE WELCGMED AT

TIONS, BUT PRIOR ADVICE OF INTENTION TO ATTEND WOULD BE APPRECIATED
NCT CMLY FOR CATERING PURPCSES, BUT T0 GET CONFIRMATION OF

;™
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A MESSAGE FRCM THE N.S.W. PRESIDENT Gordon Cupit

Cur thanks to 0.T.C. Management for fthe use of the new Conference Room ares
for our Anpual reunion and for the invitation for members fo see the parade of
tail Ships on Australia Day. Those who attended were detightad with the view
from the dalcony which tock in the City, Harbour, the Eastern Suburbs, St.
Mary's cathedral and Hyde Park. In daylight hours the DANCYama was
magnificent, but as night approached, and the miriad of lights came intoc view,
it was sensational. Those who could rot attend surely missed a treat. BRe
sure 10 come fo the next Annual General Meeting, and sse the sights with me
frem this vantage point.

Planning is now well advanced with the 0.7.C. Archives Bicentennial
Exhibition, which will be on display at the Paddington Terminal, and which is
intenced to be cpen to the public from June to November, 1588,

all theme of the exhibition will be a con®inuous un a4
nistory of overseas communications between Australiz and ot part
world Trom the ded *vnrj of mail by sailing shi ips to the new aﬂd improved
sarvices of today, he design ww;? take in various equipment nieces,
oh *aarachs and su;pcrting documents, and where possibla, to incluce working
its of material and equipment that we have available. Arrangements are
eing macde for the lcan of equipment and items of interest from overseas
sati
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MINUTES OF 31ST AMNUAL VETERAN'S
SEONTON TT5W] BRANCH

o
el

This years Annual Reunicn was neld in the 15th Floor Conference lentre, CTC
House at 231 £lizabeth Street Sydney, con 20th “ovewber 1987 where 134 members,
suests and visitors were in attendance at the recently compieted Headguarters

e

of 070 Australia,

ton and Ms. Mclver. OGCther anologies were received from Messrs. Thatcher,
reakar and Vincent, which aTona ww*h numerous other apclogies, were duly

[

Tha Secretary read ape]cgies from 070 Commissieners Messrs. Hinglay, Hoarse,
Hal
i

recorded in the attendance bock for all present, to read.

President Gordon Cupit then officially opened the evenings proceedings by
welcoming all members and visitors present, before extending a special weicome
s cur official guests and visitors:

Jehn Phillips (OTC ARMCHIVIST), Vince Ccnnc??y (EXECUTIVE MAMNAGER
SYSTEMS AND PROGRAMMING and visiters from sapaca darcld and Katherine Le o
fussne (PAST PRESIDENT OF THE TELEGLCBE QUARTER CENTURY CLUB) visitors from
Parth, Gerry and Yvonne Tacey (W.A. VETIRAN).

retary read seasons grestings from all cur Branch Presidents of the
. ¥1C, OLD Associations, and the National Secretary, Charies
carthew, whe is keeping exceptiorally good health at present. The following
mempers are currently on the Sick List:

A 1, =Y -
Athol Brown -~ Recgvering from a Knee Replacement ¢p.
= L

o ad PR = P < - 4

Bay Ba - Suffering from very nigh bicod pressure.

2 : <oy T 3 ! : 1 fa g ) 3%

~ iyer - I3 in hospital for ancther Lyé OD. WNICH Wiis

T T b . A arakl 1 &=

hopefully be successful enough to enabie nim TC
attand cur next AG.M

o thanked My, Maliby and
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CREDITS

THE FOLLOWING ITRI

5.8, WALKER

PHIL CHAPMAH
“SANDY" SANDILAKD
BRAX HCRRGCKS

GUY RUSSELL
JUDITH HOLLAND (M
FRED STUDMAN
"SLUE" EASTERLING
JACK BURGESS
"RADIOGRAM"

ALAN ARNDT

SIM BANKS
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We are indebted to PHIL CHAPMAN for the following article which Phil found
whilst geing through some of nis old papers. It is an extract from the 1938
cony of thne JCURNAL, the union pubiication of the orofessiona] Radic Empioyess
Tnstitute, {as it was then known} and shcws a 1ist of radio staff for the
marine and Coastal Service/Island radio services at that time. Seeing 1t is
now 1988, the Tist is the Golden Anniversary, as it were, of these services
and officers. Phil has underlined those wno were working for 0.T.C.A. See if
thera i35 anyone there you remember.

L IST OF WIRELESS OFFICERS ATTACHED TO SHIPS OF THE AUSTRALTAN
WERCANTILE MARINE, 1st SEPTEMBER, 1938

Adeiong

Lilga

ALK, McEntyre

Aecn J. R, DAVISOHN Dumosa J.H., PULLAN
Age W. L. MYERS Dundula R, J. SWAH
Akuna Duntroon J. K. OVERBURY
Abinga A. £. TORRENS Echunaa WD, JOHNSTOHN
Aliara £.D. GREEN Eilarco TN, TOOHEY
Arkaba i, DOEL Era 4. J. FULLER
Arcona X, 3. BROWNM SGoulburn L.F. C'DONMNELL
Baraiaba R, T. HAMILTON Ircn Baron W. BRUCE
Barossa N, J. GROSE Iron Chieftain  C. BRITCHER
Beltana F. D. COCKRAY Iron Crown R, M, E. REES
3idelia T. SWARBRIC Ircn Kong W. W, SWANSCH
Bungaree H, A, KING Ircn Knight F. LOGAN
Bingera E. C. DELMAR ircn Kneb 5. A, GLANYILLE
2 Iron Master D, o, CHAPMAN
"3 W, G, iron Prince 7. RRCCKS
Za a H, A, GREET Iron Warrier A. J, COSTS
Cay 8 K. W. DOWNEY Kangarco S. KINGS
E: & . H, DARLING Kanigbla F, L. DAVIE
Ca 3 2. E. BARDWELL Katoomba A. W, SHACKLECK
th R, MCMAMARA ISr.) ¥oolama T, WILLIAMS
H, WAUGH (Jr.: ooliga #.0. KINAME
L T.E. WATTS {oolinda 3.3, O'SULLIVAN
s S. STAFFCRD Keomiiya %. THOMPSON
o Kooringa J. Fuge
z R, 5, GLIM Xoonda z, G, TAYLD
44 M, H, EWAN Wm. MoArthur C. A, ROWLES
: A, L. B/ Yolionghar
3, 1.6 {arra 5.
Tzobel J. H. L Zzalandia 3.
E W, oJ. OR
3 L. B ME
£, J. GL Aorangi £, F. TRYLCR
3. Y, PA H, O35
e . e S IO
L. RUSSAT: oL’
. DA L. H
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Marelia
Merkur

Hernoo
i durs
Momba
Montoro
Morinda
Mulcra
Mundalla
Mungana
Murada
Nairana
dMankin

Noora

Corama

Srmisten
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. 7. SCRIVENER
M. PCHER
L- ‘;’fu Lun‘is

J. E. CLEARY {(Sr.) Nigra
J. HUGHES (Jr.] Niagara
P. d. QUILL (Sr.)

R

W. E. DAVEY
L.C., ROGERS Omana A A, LINDSAY
J. A, COLWELL Talune 4, M, WILLIAMS
F. B. FREER Wairuna S. J. WATERS
G. b, DAVIES Wanaka J. B, WHITE
A, OLIVER
R, C. CAKLEY On Leave J. R, GILLESPIE
£. J. WHITEHOUSE J. L. WALKER
M. McPHERSCHN

COLONIAL SUGAR REFINING CCMPANY
C. BOUEL (Sr.) Rona . BCGIE
H. CLARK {Jgr.) Tambua J. CLARKE
. WHELAN (Sr.} Fiona T. GUNDERSON
C. LUCAS (Sr.} JOHN BURKE LZVZT”D
ﬂ
B.

(o

-

B, KEENAN (Jr.) Tinana
J. HUDSCN

E. SARYER

S e
-

Wandana

Fe D ol G BDOO

* AT
. SMITH
. B, RIPPINGALE TRAWLERS
. Y. Z0PPI
RED FUNNEL LIMITED
5. A. PHILLIPS {Sr.} T. BURNETT N. ERICSSCH
J. W. FURNELL dr.?_ F. CALIWELL H., HORDERNM
Wor. HARRIS 5r. T, LAREY J.2. McCLURE
R. REDMAN (Jr.) G. J. ECWARES E. J. PICKLES
J. B, CUINN
J. BOT CAM & SCMS
. Eﬁf~ Y. F, BROWN R, H. KING
L. GREEM H, A, DAVIES R. W. PAGL
S. . ABBOTY 5. R. DUNCAN W. F. POTTER
¥, E. GUNTER G. R, HULBERT L. 7. YOUNG
A. E. HOOPER
T. E. GREENWCCD MURRELLS LIMITED
L. K. CONNOR 4, F. ’*QEA*
COASTAL RADID SERVICE STAFF
BROOMEI RADID Hardy J.4d.
A/RSM Tymms, R4, ward, J.
R/t Williams, Z. Curncck L.
[Aviation)
mon, CLE. Luscombe, L.
. Uad. {feradio;
TOWN RADID ESPERANCE RADIS
Lo Phitlins, G.G. R/4/C Bridges, F.O.C
Hest, L.R. 2/t Chambers, W.S,
JIN RADIC Grant, J.A.
M Rsynolids, G.LD. FUINDERS ISLAND RADIC
nin on, A £/C Holloway, W.H.
H, GZRALDTCH RADIO




R/%/C Christmas, F.H.
R/t Weife, H.B,
Anderson, R.C.
HMOBART RADID
R/t/C Heeks, M. L,
B/t MacGoun, MJA,
Peonsonby, J.B.
XING ISLAND RADID
R/t/C ?erqes, L.k,
LORD HCWE ISLAND RADIC
R/t/C Fennen S.
MELBOURNE RAS!D
R/t Hutchinson,
Smellie, E.H.
Inglis, R.J

N
J. E.

Hotde

Hart, A,S,

MISIMA RADID

R/t/C iLee ?.H

BFR* MCRESBY RARIO
?‘\/ s../'\.p }"i’"unk, i<. i
2/t Sievers, E.U.
Udgers, H.F.

wWarner, 6. {Temn)
PERTH RADID

2&8¥ Chapman, W.G.
R/t aorna?E, g,
Aliinson, J.R
Ambler, S.C

UV
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HMarsden, F.
CEMTRAL RADID CFFICE
R/t Park, J.

Plowman, A.F.
Qheppherd A.
Sage, A.T.

garnfield, H.W.
Bassett J.
Burgess, H.S.
Bettisen, R.C.
TOWNSYILLE RADIO
RSM Cox, A.G.
Cusack, L.C.
Hamil ton, S.
Stanfieid, C.R.
Todd, M.E.
SCW]ptL, F.
Zi11en, P.C.
TSLRSDAY ISLAND RADID
A/RSM Kalters, G.

R/t Sticpwich, H.A.
Jates, H.E.
surke, A, H.
Scott, G.d.
WYNDHAM RADIO

Q; ,f’c {a{.ﬂe‘-f C.L.J.
WILLIS TLWS?&J
/0 Gollan, ELM.
n;@ """'95"‘ foy ;};3

T
A iiLLS
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TRANSMITTING
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£E/C wahiay, .
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Snr. Doggett, d.
Tech.
Torh 83T AR N
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-
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Sim, W.V.
Hutchinsen, J.V.T.
Rgr. Robinson, W.

Temp.
Rgr. Thomson, L.dJ.
Mech. Wright, S.

DUNDAS (ECHE

Tech, Cottrell,
ginns, C.

Young, H.E.
BRAYBRCOK

E/C Forrest, F.G.
Tech, James, FE.J.W.
Windsor, E.W.
Parer, A.S.
Alien, R.
Jenvey, W.W.
Richardson,
ISLAND RADIC
RABAUL RADIC
RS Holland, H.D.
R/t Tnomas, W.R.B.
Thomson, 7.W.
Monks, A.B.
Minogue, X,
Tagh, Sturgeon,
Bardi WOF.
R/t rarrsworu;, L.l
Tracy,
Mariow
Luke,
MAL;,
v,f{;

W.H.
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MEMBERS OF THZ GCVERNING

Governing Council:
(President and
Atkin, W.P.
Grant, W.T.
[Vice-President)

[Zenior Yice-Pregident)

Prentice, E.7.

Morris, F.L.
Sharland, A.B.
8ﬁemmings, W,
age, AT €prex13
agraphic Commit
ntica, E.7.
mmings, W.d.

fa, H.G.
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rimmins, F.J. {proxy)

Chairman)
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- 329 -

COUNCIL AND COMMIT TEES OF MANAGEMENT

{Beam)

ZKA

Pennant Hills

2KY
2CH
{Beam)
{Beam!}

{C.R.S. ]

Management:

Pennant

{Beam)
{Beam)
{Ream)
{Beam)

Hills

+

Stevenscon, W.dJ.

Timmins, A.7.

Sheppherd, A.L.

Heavey, J.A.
Shartand, A.B.
Flynn, G.J.

Broadcast C

ommitiee of Management:

Grant, W.7. {Chairman} ZKA

Morris, F.L.
Phillins, T.d.
Phillips, J.°P.
Piermont, ﬁ.b.
Briggs, L.C.
Marine Committ
Rippingale, V.
Rees, R.M.E.

c.

se
L2e
o
o

Shacklaock, A.¥.

Comnor, L.K.

2KY
2UW
2UW
ZUE
267
¢f Management:

(Two more members still desired).
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MINUTES OF THIRTEENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 18.11.87.

Held in OTC's city office, 22 St. Gecrge's Terrace, Perth.

The meeting was declared open at 1805 hours by the President, Fred
James, who welcomed special guests George Malthy, Graham Cariey and Roy
Avton, all fom Sydney and Chris Tanchef? and Phil Priestley fro
Meibourne.

it

vestern Australian veterans attending inciuded Jim Bairsiow, Colin
2enporath, Ron Cocker, dohn Coles, Paul Cocper, Ron Fisher, Arthur
Hadden, Fred James, Jim Keenan, [Les Kinnersley, Max Miller, Derek Moore,
Brian Morrell, Barry 0'Keeffe, Jim C'Tocle, Rod Pernich, Brent
Schofield, £1141s Smellie, Pat Sykes, dJack Thomas, E11iot: Trigwell,
Nerek Walker and Graham Watts.

inclogies had been received from Jim Delvin, Heb Farrer, Norm Jonnstone,
Tad Kemp, Doug Lancaster, Les Cwen, Yzl Parker, Alex Rebertson and Gerr
Tacey.

The Minutes of the 12th Annual General Meeting having been circulated it
was moved by Barry ('Xeeffe, seconded Ren Fisher, that they bDe accepted
as a true and correct record. The motion was moved and carried,

ports: [t was moved Colin Benporath, seconced Des Kinnersley, that

the Hon. Secretary/Treasurer's Financial Statement and Report De

ceived and endorsad. The motion was moved and carried.

ockian of OFFficers: The President declared the posi

¢ Secretary/Treasurer open for nominaticns. Des Kin
+7

tions
nis was Seconded by <im 0 7o

o
ersley nominaied
ole. :

“Ey 0 E
oy

rogd James for President; a. Trnere being
ne further nominations Fred James was re-elscted tc the nosition of
; A
fad

ent. Jim 0'Toole nominated Dersk Walker as Secretary/Treasurer;
; was Seconded by Ron Cocker. There teing no further nominations
rek dalker was re-alacted to the position of Secretary/Treasurer.

senaral Business: Fred James asked for members to comment on the
suggestion that wnenever a W.A. Veteran died g donation be sent o the
Leart Foundation or Cancer Appeal, the cost of the domation to be Ihe
cams 35 for a wreath. After scme discussion U wWas moved by Paul

Toao tacondad fan Cocker that this be cene.  The moticn was @ ved and
P

g 4y EEn mig £ PP EE S : - Py L s o :
Zarry OfKeeffe put forward The suggestiion that an Honours zoard
inecribed with the names of W.A. Veterans be made cut. The Secretary
sromised to investicate the possibility.

"% A

i

Uy
E
i imfﬂ'J £

%



- 331 -

There being no further business the President closed the meeting at 1832
hours and inviZed everyone o enjoy the buffet meal and drinks.

Signed as a true correct record,




THROW AMCTHER TRAFFIC ASSISTANT ON THE FIRE.

"SANDY"® SANDILANDS, Manager of VIS (Sydneyradio) writes;
Hope you can include scme of the following in a future edition.

During the menth of December, 1987, a barbecue was arranged for the
retired staf’ who were ex- Sjcneyraa“o.

It proved fc be a most successful get-together with many a gooc yarn
being spun as the afternoon progressed.

Many of the senior staff at the cutstations will remember the following
sersons who attended.

!.'OL}X& CI—J—iéD i u\‘iG
JIM LARSEN
BILL BROWN
“SHEP" SHEPPHERD {28 years of
CRM COCPER
ROBBIE ROBERTSCH
GECRGE MADREN
HARRY BENNETT
ALAN NELLEMAN
ILL LUKE

=ty
£
]
B

—

MEEDLESS 7O SAY, A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL.
VALE

prom A s g A F A AL D oYTDD
ERA KERR, widow of the late ALF XERR pa
-

_’m

ec away in Adelaice con 17th
riends and fa

CACK SWIFT, & bloke who wiil be remembered
Traineses who 4id the course atier the war,
January, 1638, aced 64 y=ars,

DR gmamliaw Ar AT I <o Fdmem Tom Fg b e
&1 “r. 0. SDATEEr oL OnRg L0, LAPrTIArsS (Ins (gGeTaTY
- P il ) ; 5 ey s Sa e
i g, or 4§¥?S,§%8, or s such - at jeasit that 15 wha
5 ; iom T Al 5 ~ \ ot
H GoCa DioKe, even T an ZEm gosd
T e married an Au d discharged In
; B R T E at 24
"y roThan gé Cacy TE - R
4 2 -+ < v s i in i
3 nochgsen L0 oo in i rss 31t ineg
Tk % - T . g
Z SCOS8 N L ianrt s sente o7
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&5 Oone or Ins at the MNorith
i1 ceres in a7
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He served in the Sydney Operating Room and Internaticnal Telex for some
vears, but because of his developing diabetes, was transferred to the
cierical section, and remafned there until finally invalided out.

vy be gone, but net forgoten., Cur commiserations %o his friends and




SROM OUR SCUTH AUSTRALIAN COLLEAGUES

SRE CURISTMAS MEETING THURSDAY, 25TH NOVEMBER 1987, 2:30 7M.
TR INLEY PR HCUE OF THE PRESIDENT, BRAX HORROUKS

ATTENDANCE

RCY AYTON {Sjéﬁev;, RERT DUDLEY, HUGH TAYLOR, DEMIS MAHER, GECFF COX,
¢TN SPRINGBETT, GEORGE ROWE, KEM COLLETT, FRED REEVE, KEITH PARKER, BRAX
HORROCKS.

APCLOGIES
ON WARD, MAX LANG, KEITH COX, CLIFF BIRKS, ERI C SYMES.

u} ff 81rks rang during the meeting to extend the Season's greeti
a1l attending the meeting.

Greatings were rece@ved from GECRGE iAL?BY, CHARLES CARTHEW, ALAN ARNDT,
BRUCE SUTHERLAND {N.Z.) and PAT SYKES {

Spesident Brax introcuced Roy Ayton from Sydney. H then, with regret,
tendered his resignation as Presicent on the grcunds cf i11 heaith anc
called for nominations for a new President. George Cox (ex-C&W/0TC) was

slected as the new President. Bert Iludley was re- -ajected &s <:ec*-r‘ﬂ‘tary
ac one would be silly encugh ¢ nominate anyone else {yerbatim quote!}.
Zood on yer, Bert.

Fred Reeva exprassed thanks, on behalf of all S.A. Veterans, 10 Brax
Horrocks, for his many :ears cf axcallent, friendly service in «seping
tagather the relatively smal Adelaice group.

vamhers met cutdoors in the lovely garden area for the meeting, and
rofrashments in typical Adetaice sunshine.

weting will be, as usuai, on the fourth
30 om and Fred Reeve suggested that we
N e
Wi
n

i+ima Communications Station Mclarenvale.
on was unanimousliy acdoptad.

r frem Jan Hooper, daugnter of CEDRIC MEVILLE PEGLER, advises us
sg" passed away peacefully in his sieep on 264h Cctober, 1585
tar from Jan was cdatsd 4in December, 1987, and in explangtion she
¥ at she was not aware that her father was on our mailing 1ist
i1 Ywe racently wﬂfﬁﬂf,a vour NEWSLETTER"
He owas 20 yesa i I not been in i
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HOLMES passed away in mid '87, and will be sadly missed by his
family and workmates at the 0.7.C. Radio station at Doonsice.

3

Joe commenced as a rigger with 0.T.C. in 7853 at the Fiskville radio
station and was there until 1969 when he transferred to Bringeliy.

He made many freinds during his 30 odd years of service, and was also 2
devoted family man, involved in cricket, Aussie Rules football, and the
Boy Scout movement and jooked forward to attending the Jamborees.

Qur ceepsst sympathy is extended to his wife and family.

AND A BIT OF GOCD NEWS

The follewing has been received from RAY MCYES, who had retired from
service to what was to be a liesurely 1ife at Harrington, a iittle place
+nirtaen miles up the road from Taree, and then eight miles from the
Coopernook turn-off into Harringteon iiself.

He writes, "I am sorry I can't make it to the reunion due to other
commitments up here.

1t will probably be of interest to many fellow veterans that [ am to be
srdained to the priesthcod on the 28th November, 1887, at Christ Church
Catnedral, Newcastle, so you see, retirement has taken a different turn
than I expectsd initially.”

Sood luck, Ray, and if 1% means anything, our blessings.
: g g
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meetings over a period of 27 years. Curing that time the ladies of
0.7.0. House staff voluntsered %o assist with the catering of each
meeting of the Veterans. The recent sad passing of Shirley Alexander
and Jean Edwards bring hack very pleasant memories of their kindness and
: us i 1o help encourage others ¢ join them with equal enthusiasm
vavs acknowledged by a sincere vois of thanks by the

of everyene present and duly recorded in the
hes on, but it is sure gocd to rememper days done by
qoodness derived therefrom. Charlss Carthew.

It was my good fortune to be present at all, repeat ALL C.T.V.A (Vic)
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-

I gtayed a couple of months with my daughier and tried two hosiels at
Mandurah, 100 kilcmetres scuth of Perth, where my daughter lives. I
not Tike them and they did not 1ike me. A doctor found me a vacancy
the above address, where [ have been for eighteen months,

did
at

i

About fifty "all serts”, including three blind people, fnfirm, cripples
and a sprinkling of voung intellectually handicapped, Some of them work
at the brush and cane factory wnich takes up ¢ne wno:e Biock., 1 have a
busy week with two elderiy citizens ciubs, two Red Cross craft classes
at the Ida Mann Hostel. One day at the Associaton for the 31ind at
Victoria Park.

e
~h

For the last couple of months, I have atitended the Mahi Kari group.
you want to know more about it, ring Mahi Kari at Heidelberg, for
Titerature, cassettes, or buy their bock. titied "Mahi Kari". AIT I can
say is, that is geruine, they are not afier your money and it works.
They cure aiiments and improve your health eotc.

-

After four years trying and spending much money, I now have a good
writer fto complete the book of my 1ife story, which I've sut on
casse te, a fow years back. The book may be printed in a couple of
vears time.

I am sorry [ can't be with you for the meeting and would much appreciats
a3 letter.

The Ida Mann Hostel
wrong with 11, can %e

nas a sight with 1t and a lcot wrong, but what is
tel

A% the Mandursah Rcstefs, I was the only 5lind person and it fook up oo
much of the superviscrs time o take Te tc meals, Dathing me eic. |Wnere
I now livye, the yeurr ‘slow learners’ and intellectually disabled, are

Iong
.abie to come and help me.

Wnen I came here, cne girl {a slow lsarmer) was given the job of being
with me, untit I could find my own way a%cs* I 5£717 need someone with
e when I go0 for shooping.

Six wesks aco, § was faken o an acupunciurist, by g friend. Fe Knew of
2iind pgopie with the optic nerve kelied, 1ike aiauccwa {my troublei, to
1ave other rerves around the eye being teased to fake over the optic
nerves' function. After four, weekly treatmenfs, 10 progress has been
made. EBut I am going back in cne month's zime for more nerve treatment.

5 worried me that may

ar o that which had
wages with Mr. Hook, whe
ity are to ca

S Y

(SR B

.



Mann Hostel, so I am often alone amongst a crowd. [ hear what necple
say, but background noises, or iwo people speaking at once, or toc fast,
makes conversation difficuls.

trange to say, I nave never met the two or three blind pesple in Id

-t

Very best wishes for the future and hoping toc near from you.
A1l the hest,

Eltis H. Smellie
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AVERSEAS TELECOMMUNICATIONS VETERANS' ASSOCIATION
(VICTORIA;

4 Pareora Avenus
MALT

Fast Brunswick 3087
Yictoria

February 22nd, 1588

Dear Alan,

olsase find enclosad letter from Scotty Hamilton's daughter and the
5!:

cutting from the "tastern Province Herald" about the Toss of the liner
"Waratah'.

Hope you can find space in +he next Newsletter for both the letter and
articie wnich I consider will be of interest 1o our readers.

A11 the best to you and to the Sydney gang in the new Head {ffice.

Cheers now,
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16 Frost Street
Clontarf Queensliand
February 3, 1988

”e*erans
. Box 28B3AA
urne YiC 3CC1

O

Dear Mr. Russell,

I am writing on behalf of my Mother, Mrs. E. Hamilton, who always
receives regqular copies of the Veterans Newsletter. Sne always reads it
with interest, and keeps the latest copies for me o read whenever I
retyrn home from overseas.

four %ews]at ter is always full of interest {(my Mother is the widow of
“QCHt ty" %aw1?tcn formerly Manager, CRS), and the latest copy which is
£5 nand (Vol. 3 Pt. 7 - November, 1987], is no excention. I always
anioy re adfag apout the early days in Coastal Radic, as it was my life
nt

1

i1 my Fatner retired in 1967,

[¥3
I rafer %o Page 302 of the latest publication - "The £11is Smellie Story
- conclusion®, paragrapn 4, the cpening svatwen* abcut the ““aratah” I
sresently 1ive in South Africa, and was very interested to read the
attachned 3ri€:3@, with reference to the "Waratah®. I do nct xnow iF
invesiigations are continuing about the discovery (7} of the ship, as I
have Deen away for abcu? ? months, but if any further information dees
smerge, I shall pass this information on %o you. I do hope you shall
find the article of interest fand to your rezaders?); that particular
part of the South African coast has certainly causeﬂ the loss of many &
Tife, I Tive in Granamstown, which is scuth of the Wild Coast.
Thank you again for a super Newsietfer - weuld you Kindly pass on our
warmast Greetings to all our friends connected with the Yaterans
Groups.  Mother has no contact w'*h the Brisbane group, nence lcoks
forward to receiving her regular copy of your pudlication, containing
"a”ﬂs c‘ oid friends, and storiss o‘ hapsenings sna recalls, toc.

in omy Hackmd boxes, 1 have an autograph bock centaining

ra ruras of all those who #orked at YIP during the war - I think it

xﬂqid De of interest o many, it . can only put my fingers on it. |
know Keith P

e arker of Adelaide is on cne of my pages.
- :
Tt 21 good wisnes
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LINER LOST WITHOUT TRACE

NEW LIGHT CN THE WARATAH?

SETTIE COWDRY RECALLS OME OF THE WCRLD'S GREATEST MARITIME MYSTERIES

1% was during the night of July 27, 1909 that a ship with 212 people
aboard vanished in the cruel seas off the South African east coast as if
she had never sxisted.

No bodies came to the surface. Mo Tifeboats. HNo flotsam and jetsam.
Ho slicks. HNothing.

What happened on that stormy night is a mystery that has captured the
imagination since. South African adventure writer Geoffrey Jenkins even
tased cne of his novels, "A Scend of the Sea”, on the story.

Thae Blue Anchor liner Waratah of 9,339 fons, her 83 passengers, her crew
of 119 and her cargo of about 6,500 tons of flour, frozen meat and lead
concantrates, d1sap;eared off the face of the earth

She left Durban on July 26, 1909 after topping up her coai bunkers,
maxing for Cape Town cn the penultimate leg of her nhomeward voyage from
Austraiia to England.

The next day, July 27, she gverisok the cargo steamer

The weather was ffne and the two ships exchanged sig

4ciﬁtgra watched the Yaratah, which nad an average
disappear southward.

M~

ef"re e Clan
HIRE kwc_s

Sne was never seen again.
That night the weather deteriorated rapidly, the master of the {lan

cintyre raferring fo it as the worst siorm he had experienced in 13
v2ars he had plied the Scuth African coast.

e radic communicaiion was not yet in general uss, the alarm
d until the Waratah became three days overdue in Cape Town,

LI I

ains were sent cut to search the entire eastern coastline
~pased seargh went on in the areaz where the Clan Mclntyrs
oy ~ =
she o

F

the sauthern A
for the missing

(“i’
I p—
ks a3}
P o |
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Many are the stories and theories that nave come to light since that
fateful day in July 1809,

Seon aftar the disasier, a couple of people Tiving near the Bashes
River, north of [offee Bay seen the lichits of a passenger liner suddenly
disappear on the night of July 27,

A c¢lairvovant ¢laimed the ship was overwhelmed by a huge wave, a
‘statement with which scientists have tendad fo agree as oceancgraphic
resaarch has developed over the years.

rom her first venture into the element that was to claim her 1ife, the
Waratah being top heavy. Indeed her master, Captain d E Elbery,
commodore of the Blue Anchor Line, reported that she tended o be
“sander® {unstable) and did not handle well in 4 sea of any kind.

It was this feel of instability that caused one of her passengers, a Wr
Claude Sawyer, to ieave her in Durban on that fateful voyage and to wait
for the next.

He said here constant roliing had frightened him. And he nad three
dreams about a man wiith a blcodstained sword.

The theory that an unstable Waratah was suddenly cverwhelmed s
strengithenad by the fact that the sea Dehaves treacherously aicng the
2ast coast in ceriain winter circumstances.

Seafaring folk beliegve implicitly in the so-calied without warning when
z gale force wind and the sirong soatier y current combine, par Ticularly
whera the continental shelf dips sharply on the 140 fathom line ofF the
c0ast.

Orne constantly reads sbout shi th deck railings ripped apart or
foreparts sicve in when their bﬁﬁs nave dinped into a sudden trougn then
sesn hit by 3 freak wave of cutsize proportions.

ath with her bow shatltersd by cne of
: 10C~Fathom Jine.

Larror
the Hashse

o] 5 ol b i
eeing a wrack on *he adge
Dt Y N
SASNRE, TNers nave aéen

Nt area.,




- 342 -

Hitherto nothing could be done about them, but modern underwater science
could well make further investigation possibie now.

Using a sonar scan, Mr Andries Cornelissen, a Cape Town marine
genphysicist, has been abie to pinpoint the position of a wreck Tying din
io0 metres of water about 10 kilometres offshore.

Many other ships have sunk between Coffee Bay and the Bashee River,
inciuding one that was torpedoed during the Second World wWwar, so Mr
Cornelissen is wary of positively identifying his find at this stage.

The next step in the investigation is sending underwatar cameras down in
the hope of finding some positive identification. After that, expense
will doubtless dictate what happens next.

=

£ tha wreck is the Waratah, internmational interest could zimost equai
hat shown in the discovery of the Titanic off MewToundl and.

(33

The *wo accidents happened within three years of each gther.
t+ would also sclve one of the ¢reatest maritime mysteries of all time.

THOUGHT FCR TODAY

8yt watch thou in all things, endure affiictions, do the work of an
avangelist, make full proof of the ministry.




- 343
VETERAN CABLEMEN'S ASSCCIATICN

AUCKLAND

Sur Annual Reunion will be held on Friday 28th November, 1986 at the
Parnell Rose Gardens Lounge commencing at 11.30 z.m. to be followed by
tTunch at 12.C0 noon,

Unfortunat m?j cur Chairman Bi11 Craig was rushed into Auckiand Hospital
in the evening of &th October. I had seen Bi1l that morning to discuss
arrangements for our Reunion, I am glad to say he is progresssing well
and hopes to be with us when we meet together.

thers who have been hcspitalised in the past few months are Hugh Evetts
also Tom Condon and “Jake" Jacobs both recovered and well again. Tom
Atkins s still in hospital as the result of several minor strokes.
According to a recent N.Z.P.0, Newsletter a new cable linking N.Z
Australia will be laid within the next five years costing 1.5 b ?
doliars., This fibre optic cable will have a caracity of Ei'i o0¢
simultaneous teliephone conversations, or a mixture of te?ephoﬁe, data,
facsimile, souna programmes inciuding TY. A far cry from the old type
stow caa?e wa coped with in the nineifesentwenties,

. and
lien

=

A recent copy of "Recorder” magazine frem C. & W. London mentions the
passing away of Rod Gorden, an Aucklander who spent most of nis working
days én Canada and until recently was retired on Vancouver Island.
Robert Bruce Scott, also retired in Vi ctor a 8.C. has Jjust written
aruth r bock relating the histery af Bamfield, cur cne time terminal
station on Vancouver Isiand. Bi17 Craig nas a copy 1Y anvone fis
interested in reading i

)

Sur wWives a Merry Christmas and a Hew Year of
altn.

6
- T
£
of
£
3
oF i

i I3

*
ry Treasyry.

€7 43
(%)

[ ™
3

it

[



- 34 -
A LETTER FROM "3LUE" EASTERLING

v

Dear Gray & Bev (McDonald),

You gotta believe 1t, I've been back 1o T{ for a holiday and what's
more, paid my own fare. Cne of the very Tew 07C pecple who ever have.
“ares Giddins invited me, she was able to see, even at that distance,
that I needed dragging out of my rut. The trip did me a power of good
and 1'm very glad that I went.

It's a good time of the year to go, albeit the island so dry and dusty.
Had a good cool breeze during the evenings. As usual, the sun beat down
heavily enough during the afterncons. Maree lives in No. 2 house where
3911 Sawyer was in your/my time. As with No.2 and the one on the
station, the front and rear verandahs have been enclosed giving more
gseable area, privacy and reducing the glare.

Cur house has been sold o the Commonwealth and a chap named Brendan
D' Conncr lives in it now. An OTC house has been built in front, so th
only access is from the rear. As you can see, it has a garage plus
axtensive concrete works, the eastern side smoothed off and the rear
fence brought forward, less backyard to keep clear, He invited me in,
but not wisning to invade his privacy plus it being obvious that he was
ready %0 go out, I declined. This was the day hefore I Jeft to come
nome. 1'd been up to the old fort. Maree was on the morning shift.

Y11 has changed and for the better. The operating rocm is now in the
northern part of the compiex; the old Darn where we worked has been
diviced lsngthways into an enclosed airconditioned bed-sitter for
srangient s=aff: the rest is a junk store and rough workshop for the
groundsman. The diesel has been replaced by ancther generating set,
still 4n the same place. The operating rcom is carpeted,
airconditioned, indcor plants, good gear, everything nice and guiet.

ne Manager's office is where the Met. chaps had their setup. On the
western side is an amenities room with lcckers, teilet, microwave,
fridge. Hard o believe? To cap it, the roof between the two buiidin
nas peen completed, giving good parking space and protection from the

closely cut, and new rock gardens put in by the
3 very nandy tyce. Has some frace or other but quite
igb and be able to Tive within his family on 71, The

(S i G H
creta locks for the 1512 masts are stiil thers, apparent

necrple we knew are alive., Arthur See fee, George
foo, tddie Sersanalis; aii dead. 1
a va t the Pope’s visit; she runs
ioca bory wiil 2e in print,
ial D nughband Louis died about tan
s 3z Jones married a gharmacist

it
Yandis '
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o~

was at school in our time -~ and carried a message from a mutual friend
Don Hepper YK4NN. Ren has a full call, VK4FCO which shows that someone
in the licensing branch has a sense of humour. He runs several
agencies, is flat out most of the day and night. Spoke %o ocne of the
See Kee boys who now runs the business; told me that voung Shirley 1ives
at 2elfield thess days...so she did get away from the Island eventually.

dorn Island is bust}1ng with the new goldmine venture; vou would have
read about it. A weekly ship, the Leichhardt, ccmes from Cairns and
cfficads a lot of stuff at Horn. Its going to be a big business
indeed. The weekly service has improved the supply of fresh food, but
not the prices. Cairns bread, $2.60 Toaf, local bread $1.90, cabbage
$1.20 kilo, oranges 80¢ each. A bottle of mediocre white wine 310,
nothing has changed for the better pricewise. BPs is now the IIR
supermarket. Farquhars disappeard, complets new building there; a
native hostel.

bew recads aill over the place, Chester Street extends eastwards, up and
over the hiil. Most roads now tarsealed, scme with saead restrictions
{ignored;} and there is taix of parking restr1ctﬁons . Many more cars
than in our time, the majority even being registered. I saw a few
deveid of Tabels or rego plates; ncbody seemed to care, Over %o Horn
Istand they abounded,

Nissi Mendis is working still, at the Court Houss. Vistied him and
Armarah on the Saturday, both showing their age. Their scn, Mahendra,
is a fimancial accountant whizz kid with Coemalco in Brisbane.  Sird

stil? running the sicre down thers., Nissi nad a falling ouf with the
oid man, and from what I =earﬁ some fears ago, was cut off without even
the proverbial shilling. Siri got the Jot.

It was z funny feeling, going back. Cn the way cver in the boat (S5
Renald Shipway) I kept saying to myself "What in hell am I doing nere;
why am [ coming back t© this dump" and the Tike. Two days later I was
zaving "“f did I ever Teave it?" when I stocd on the shore cutside the
Federal, looking at the water, the skies, the bcats, having the breeze

-

5Towing ‘between my Knees. Per%aﬁs Jjust as well that I was only
crmitisd o g week there.

(]

B r Dr. Glen Wnittle? Had four 3ons. A1l doctors. The voungest,
John, s at T after working down nere at Tweed Heads. Small werld.
Hice lad, indeed.

been extensively rebyilt, virtuzlly nething of the o]
uts Teft, Alas, the beaJ swfmméﬁg sool on the sea
rack. Feossibiy a new in-ground one has been byfli for

" Jetty has disappearsd; the
8y the way, he died up here on
before Eve. Well info nis 80's
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Mone of the old pilots still working. The doyen fs Martin O'Sullivan
whno hadn't joined the service when I Teft in 1854, Very nice man; we
had a long yarn over morning tea; he knew many whom [ knew and I was
able *o catch up. Margaret and Peter Hanley are living in England, 23 or
4 kids. I sent a memo to Norman Rogers telling him that I was back on
Ti, ne phoned straight back and let them Know who I was. Lunch and
dinner followed. Most pleasant. Maree is well kncwn and 1iked by them
- as she is with just about everycne on Ti. [ went out %o Bocby on one
5f the new launches, Gannet, 18 knots. CLoes the run to Boocby pickup
ground in 1 1/2 hours, sc they don't bring ships into Goods any more.

Sr rarely. The lighthouse on Goods is now automatic and the houses have
been demolished. We had some good times over there.

Maree is cdoing a Uni of New England course - economics. Also a
volunteer fire-fighter, and secretary of the Historical Society, so she
is kept on the hop. Right now the scciety is trying - with no success -
ts get scme money from the Bicentennial mob to replace the bronze plaque,
commemerating Laptain Cook's taking pessession - some bastard stole it
from Possession Island about 6 months ago. So what with her activities
and her work, I was left to my own devices, which suited us both. I
watched TV saveral nights and read from her extensive library. They
nave ABC radio (2BL type programs) and a TV dish and transiator - up on
the nill at the back of our placa. 10 watts, range 30 miles. A godsend
+p houses on the outlying islands. The picture show has closed down,
videns are the rage., The islanders take up to 5 tapes a day at 35 a go,
5o Gwen told me. (Otherwise, the usual range of el-cheape tapes.

memember the 3ank down on the corner? I% has moved to the old Metropole
51 gpoosite the PO - diagonally, cnr Hastings & Deuglas Streets,

St of 8 or more. Two quist, efficient young lady teliers, Lisa

3n aki and Micnhiko Shoji {or Shinjo?) and quite a big queue the two
ti I went there. The old lighthouse depot site i35 now Telecomis

a ge etc, Douglas Street as dry and dusty as ever, same 01d irees,
s old sagging buildings. Mewest is a TABI. There is a motel, the

2 w, umimprissive from the front but not ftoo bad at all once insice
3 he owners know their stuff. Many more cars than in our time.

nas a 1ittie FWD Suzuki and tocok me o places 1'd never seen

v . [ PR F N
Yore interesi and excitement inan
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QUEENSLAND CHRISTMAS REUNION

Minutes of the i2th Reunion, held at Brisbane Maritime on 4th December,
1987.

Present were:

Alan Jones, President, Colleen, Jim & Berl Banks, Eric (ramp, Blue

fasterling, lLaz & Joanne Eljou, Sid Gill, A1f & Heather Goedy, Kev & Vi
Hiscock, Bob & Margaret Hooper, Dean Laws, John Marshall, Jack Silcock,
Vince Sim, Keith & Sadie Vincent, Ron & Barbara Flood, Pat Phipps-£1lis

Hosts were!
Richard & Margaret Westwood
{26 in all}

ful day and a 1ove1y setiing, the marquee bedecked with wild

uti
11 and the station grounds in their uysual manucured state.

A bea
gladio

-

President 'Spike' Jones welcomed all present, in par;éc¢1ar the Figods,
with Qon sitting in the vacant State Manager “deens?ana s chair, Keith
‘Dnnc o' Yincant ard Sadie, newly settied at Bogangar, Jjust Suhuh of the
corder, Bob and Margaret Hooper, back at Bribie Island #3717 owd ing

gti ement, and &fm aﬁd beryl Banks, returned only bﬁe day bePorﬁ from

n extenced overseas trip following retirement. He al so welcomed new

e

ﬁbmber Fat Phipps- a..gs, who 15 one ¢f the VIB ‘workers'

ugi’ were received from Gecrge and Mary da%*ﬁy, from Wit
ﬁ?ﬁ Kgeps maéntafn*rg he is now "too ola" to travel north; frem P
Who &n?ortunate?y had to remain in Rocky to heip rescue the RSL 4
frem a ‘coup' {wno better than Pat %o do that)); from Lou Heggie, Alan
Rees {on duty), Beb Webster (in Perth}, and from two on ‘sick leave' -
John Norris, waiting for a heart by-pass operation {since performed
satisfactorily and John recuperating well, thank geodness) and Clen
Searle, who is not very well at all.

edings were, as usual, kept to a winimum and falicwshin %o 2

m, wWith ex;e:éent catering provided by the ladies of VIB arnd a

ue ab?y cverjcooked by the indomitadble Laz Elfou - as a penance

ain winning the Maltby Trophy shield on the gold course, accerding

sident Sptaa.
Aithough small in numbers there is no Jack of fallcwship and comradeshis
in the JQueensiand {eis. #e look ferward to more Veterans coming to Join
us in the Sunshine State, permanenily or when passing through.
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THE LARGS BAY AND LAST TRIP UNDER THE AUSTRALIAN FLAG

BY JACK BURGESS

+

‘n +ha late 1028°s the Bruce Federal Government decided tc get cut of
+he maritime industry and to sell its fieet of five passenger - carg
ships and two cargo vessels. The purchaser was the Aberdeen &

Commenwealth line,

I R

The five passenger ships, each named after a prominent bay in each state
of the Commonwealth - namely Queensland "Moreton Bay”, N.S.W. "Jervis
Ray", Victoria "Hobsons Bay“, South Australia "Largs Bay" and Western

iustralia “Esperance Bay'.

t e |

+ of about 1,000 persons all one class. The twe cargo snips, the

These ships had a tonnage of about 14,00C tons and carried a passenger
is
Tordsdale and Ferndale were of about 8,000 tons each.

¥

—"

The Bay noats were permitted by the Government to carry interstate
sassengers which the other outside companies were banned, This Act was
srought in %o protect Tocal shipping companies from cutside cempetition.

These seven Commonwealth Line ships each carried three radic operators
making a total of 21 whose jebs were at stake. The Marcconi Company
through the AJW.A. London office (Mr. Alan Longstaffe) offered to
engage the A.W.A. Boys under Marconi conditions. The saiaries

A

rad werz much lower than those being paid by ALW.A. One would start

ksl

=k 1

1%

of e

5F€ in A.W.A. at 12 pounds per month rising each year to a maximum of 25
sounds per week afier about 15 years service. In my case [ was getting
14 pounds a month plus extras for publighing the newspaper and obtaining
advertisements for the paper, the Marconi Co offered me 3 pounds a month
arnd no guarantee of remaining on the Austraiian run.

Anout the time AJW.A. 1ost the radio contract with the Commonwealth Line
thay alsc lost the staffing arrangements with the Union Steamship Line .o
of | Zealand., The Union Line decided to staff their radio egquipment

“ air own staff, and with the Deoression coming up things were not

b 2 for the Maritime indusiry.

Tetwesn 3 { on two Bay boats, Hobsons Zay anc the ilargs
fav. I signed of Bay in London's Victoria DJocks on 25th May,
1928, The Largs B #irgt Commonwealth Tiner io De handed over
o the now . OWnars.
sf the Largs Ray nad the option of Joining the new Company,
agstralia on one of the New Company's liners or returning
+ns Say boats, being paid an extra 25 pounds each for
dining in the Officers Dining room and other facilities
affics: we all accepted the passage home on the
cO 25 pounds.
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The
1/2 KW
control,
frem the transmitting condenser.

Wireless Room was directly behind the Bridge and consisted of a |
rotary spark transmitter with a small D.C. Motor with speed
driving a rotary disc with numerocus spikes %o take th

1@ spark

The emergency setup was a Telmar Coil

driven by a hig cark of accumulators through the normal tan&ng coils =

condensors o
to the Radic room.
A AP, short wave press

The recaive

the aerial which consisted of twin 7 Type with down leads
A third down lead was used tc receive the A.W.A, -
transmission for the local wireless Mews.

was the A.¥.A. type P receiver with a single valve with

plug~in honey-combed coils for medium wave reception and large Bank
dound coils for the reception of low frequencies press, weather reporis

and other broadcasts emitted from stations at Rugby in England,
Tower in France, Nauen in Germany.

Eiffe]

The
A second recejver with 2

valves one as an audio amplifier, used to recieve short wave recaptwan

of press messages from Sydney and some

The Port and Starboard bank of 1ife boats were mothered by a
250 wat
transmitter powered with a small 2 stroke petro] engine,

powersd with a large engine, a small

received iis

side nowered hoat.

Emplacements
“ay Boat and

America and Eurcpe.

power from a 6 volt battery., I

American free press transmissions.

large beat
radic
recaiver

o the Port

t gquenched spark
t%e

-

was attached t

Tor the mounting of heavy guns was also provided for each
thesa were brought into operation for world war two when
they were brvugnt inta the Atlantic Ccean protecti
The Jervis Bay was lost when

ing convoys between
during convoy duties,

it toock on a heavy German cruiser and was sunk, but the convoy got

through,

fubiisnhing a newsgaper was another lcb
Bicgest task was cetting press for the
Sydn@y Radio with 1ts AA.P. broadcast
to the Red Sea then the big search was
nress twice a day was a big help. The
from the French Eiffel Tower and the
station at Nauen with their free nress
“‘Y‘m{:ubﬁ

The daily paper “The Wireless Mews'
procuced by ftyping through a waxed stencil.
the decks at 34 a copy by a

afforts, At th

Yalve

was pubid

t paper boy who got a small
t the end of each voyage a souvenir large ;o;v of

the radio men had to do. The
caper., We were able 1o nold

gn snort wave up to the entrance
on. Rugby official wireless
transmission from the ARC station
transmissicn from the German
transmission on very lcow

fes of about 25,0C0 meires were 3150 a great help.

shed dazily at sea and was
The ;aﬁer was scid around
r&ew,age for nis
the paper

was procduced with assistance from nassenbers associated with numerous

soerting @Vﬂnfs sto,, arcund deck inciud

dress ba

*

required. I am making a copy
available to the 0.T.

(9]

-

This copy was sold for one she
aboyt ?,QGC copies were produced and in manj cases a

Tist and fancy
tiing per cony. .*gwnaigx
second edition was

ing passenger

of this scuvenir copy of the newspaper

suvenir cooy of the

~ -~ el T Aaim
hﬂﬁim?ﬁS guLbS loLAbL.
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Jceasionally on the long vovage from Fremantle to Colombo which normally
took nine days we would make a pre-arranged meeting with a boat from the
Tsiand. Our Captain J.A. Beighton would visit the Radio Room and ask
for a radio message to be sent to Perth Radio Station to ask the Cable
sta+ion at Cottesloe to inform their staff members at Cocos Isiand cable
station we would be passing next day and that we had a couple of casks
fi1led with goodies including magazines, newspapers etc., and to have a
scat there to pick up the casks as we delivered them to the ocean.

Now over o extracts from the souvenir of the Wireless Weekiy. Cuote.

on the 27th of May, 1928 the lLargs Bay passed close o this group of
Islands; most of us are still discussing the sight and probably will
never forget the beauty of these slender isles as they lay in a sea made
srilliant by the morning sun. At 9.30 a.m. Tand was sighied on the
starboard bow and by 10.0C a.m. a boat with men was well in sight. As
we approached we were greetad by fwo white men who had come off from Tne
island in a small launch. They cheered and gave their war cry "Tiger
Tiger Tiger" followed by a Tong howi. Barrels containing newspapers,
magazines, goodies etc., was then dropped, and we passed on, tne men in
the launch farewelled us with hearty cheers and the cry "Tiger Tiger
Tiger" and so the article goes on. Unquote.

I have a post card size photograch with a negative of the two men in the
hoat but unfortunataly was never able to get their names or if so have
Ue

tost it

we had radio contact with the isi
of those fimes when things go ast

11 75 just on 80 years since this incident happened and I wonder if any
of the cable boys from those days can help with the names of the two men
in the boat?

- C
final trip wera:
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OUT OF THE PAST

There would not be many bDlokes who had not met, or knew about, the
writer of this article, [ dug it out of a copy of a 1936 magazine, but
it was the name of the writer which caught my eye. Dave was a bit of 2
tradition within the service, with a fairly short fuse, and a tendency

to "go the knuckle® as the ultimate argument in any debate. Hope it

will be of interest to those old Islands Radio men who are sti17 with us.

"COOKTOWN AS T KNCW IT - (1936)"

BY DAVID B. FLEMING {Late Cfficer in Charge VIL{}

"CLIMB, Boys, Climb™, and "I'm Sitting On the Top of the World" are
me§0d1es which run through one's mind wnilst climbing "Cid Man Grassy,
after which one keeps thinking of a punishment t¢ fit the crime of
tccating Ccocktown Radic on top of a hill - and such a nill. 7o reach
the station from the fown, the operator has fo traverse az tortuous,
wWwinding, nerve-wracking and hearf-breaking track for a couple of miles,
“Grassy” is 800 feet high, in a temperature which rarely finds itself
under the SC mark. A ferm of service at "Cooky" is a certain cure for
anyone desiring to reduce weight.

Jo and up, and around, cne is slipping one moment and sprawled out the
next, ali the time wéth ore eye here, the cother there - and I was going
o say, "the others everywhere." (ne feels that he is biessed with the
nead of a fly - eyes in abundance - and one nesds them. Especfally
aiertness needed curing the summer, for the 'Crassy HITYY ahaunds in all
xinds of reptiles, from the more docile Tocking death-adder o the more
aggressive brown and black snakes.

Sur fﬂg my term I considered 1t would be a good idea to use a horse 0
reach the station, This I did for a year, when the horse decided to end
it mzserj - and died. [ soldiered on, as before, per focot, and,
althcugh I came away not quite dead but almost, I found my avoirdupcis
had fallen 22 pounds. Are you listening, you slimming addicts.

hum, Gordon ?V1TE:$ & bouncing besauty of 14 st.

1 oaiso cdecided fto try and ki71 a %urse. He aimost

re tender hearied than I, retlired nis horse %0 th
it cost him funeral expenses. Gordon, despite nis dajiy
de, was 1Zst when [ left!

e
Lot

e
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ahten cne gets over ihe obsession of lurking death, weight-reduction
;rgg lems and a few abrasicns, reaches the station and cuo s ¢ff, he is
smpensated by the deligh tf“ view from the radio station. To seaward
v seemingly hundreds of ﬂ;?as, yassvng ships ?rs*de and

he G

ong yigws f B
f Great

outsice

outs t Barrier, many small isles and a muitiplicity of

Tatter have caused and centinue to bring much
Kipper unvérssd in the dangers of the far nor*herﬂ soast,
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Locking from the station over a small ravine, one sees in season a
picture of undreamt beauty in the flowering gum, the red of the flame
tree, the delightful green and gold of the cascara, the multi-coloured
Tantana, pink and white delicately perfumed frangipanni, native wattiie
and pink and white oleander. Add the screeching of the galah and other
birds and you have 3 picture dear o the heart of the nature lover.

Across the bay from Cooktown stands Meount Saunders, rising to 1,50C
feet, Further on is Cave Bedford, where the Rev. Schwarz conducis a
mission station. The natives are practically sel f-supporting, their
mentor having irained them to utiiise what nature has provided. From
the Tighthouse a magnificent panoramic view of Cooktown and of the
surrounding country and riverside is obtained.

Looking down one sees the remains of the "Pott's Point® of Cooktown in
the good old days - a few scattered houses, apparently fine places in
their day, but now mostly struggling against Father Time and white
ants. To the west and north-west 1ie the estuaries of the Endeavour
River and its neighbouring watercourse, the Asmus River, winding away
into the interior,

The harbour which once sheltered a fleet is now silting up so fast that
at low tide one can almost walk across it from China Creek to the north
shore, To those who have fto sftay on iis shores overnight the latter is
known as Sand-Fly Point!

Cocoktown can boast of an extensive and clean beach at Finch Bay. Here a
dip can be enjoved without unduly worrying about sharks, aithcugh
saveral of fair size have been seen from fime fo time. Pony racing is
induiged in on the beach.

; v gcod nool of T3 by 30 yards was buii i and completed in two
months by working "bees,” the volunteers working on weekends. The pocl
is very popular, fully 80 per cent of the population visiting it daily.
The criginators were Messrs. Denis Ryan, ex-Police Magistrate, Ir. Burke
Gaffney, 3ob Inglis and the writer. JXNearly every person in the town
contributed in some way tc the materialisation of this dream of a few
members of the citizens of Cooktown - familiariy called "Birds of

= . it

Passace.

g com gt 1 . &£ : . [

bundantly out of the town. An 8xg TmE s aunting
oy e £ :
T 2 X i i

i
3
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OVERSEAS TELECOMMUNICATIONS VETERANS' ASSCCIATICN

{VICTCRIA)

in Friday November 13th ocur 31st VYets re-union, held in the Melbcurne
Managers Suite was quite a success and once again our thanks go to
C.T.C. and Cur President Jim Robinson for making the delightful
surrcundings of the third flcor available %o us for this function.

The attendance bock recorded 60 names - many of them our ladies and
their presence gave that sparkle which added so much to the success of
the night. We Took forward to their continued support to all our Vets
functions.

There were gquite a few oldies missing - mainly due to illness - we wish
them all speedy recoveries. Apologies were received from 3 0.7.C.
Commissioners, and 18 veterans,

Zur Presicent Jim Robinson in clesing thanked the ladies for their
assistance with the catering and Sambo Bright and his gang for their
exceilent bar service.

Presicent Jim 2lso remindecd all present that the Annual Seneral Meeting
would be held at 0.7.C. House on Friday May 13th from nocn until
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DEFINITION OF A CCASTAL RADIC SERVICE RADIC TELEGRAPHIST

He must have a diplematic knowledge of human nature in order to

get his best from "the man at the other end".

He mus* be capabie of profassional decisions and actions invoiving

numan 1§ fe.

Yo must have more than average mental alacrity, persenality and

adaptabiiity.
Ye must be adaptable to tropical and southern locations.

He must be adaptable to living alone, far from his family, for
three years,

“a must be

capable of shouldering heavy responsibility.

-

(7%

He must be of the type who will strain and strive for greater
efficiency than either he or his apparatus is capabie of achieving.

[#]

g

He must be
srofessicnal werk when ne knows the 10ss of seconds may cause
death.

His mental alacrity, manual dexterity, powers of concentration
adantability must be maintained until he retires at €5,

He must be ble of doing without normal sociail 1ife for 80%

be capa
nis working years.

capable of keeping calm and doing normal technical or

and

L]
~ty

e must have the ability %o work aicne, initiative, enthusiasm,
loyaity, and devoticn to auly.

He must be capabie of intense concentration for long periods.
Ha should be capable of faventions and vision in the use of
Wiraless for the benefit of mankind.

e onust se cazapie of visualising disasters To Sn71ps and
zeroplanss and devising and adepting, on the instant, rescue or
safety measures.

The gazetiad standard of morse code speed would eliminate 59 out
aof 100 averace men.

Hs

3 1438

TSt De exiensive and accurais
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17. His practical training on intricate and delicate radio apparatus
and diesel engines should be detailed as regards erecticn,
servicing, maintaining, improvisations for, designing (apparatus;
and operating as he may do any of these unassisted.

. He should, according to A.W.A. circulars, be competent to carry
out instructions relating to war S.C.S. S.C.S5. S.8.5. dinterceptien
wnich only the most brilliant of radio telegrapnist could even
attempt.

ek
[V +]

14, He should be the type who can use code books, and not divulg
secrets, and work amicably with other services and men of ail
nationalities.

2C.  He must combine clerical, engineering (theory and pract1ce} morse
code and safety of 1ife work with commercial revenue earning
activities in the one individual, as well as beifng a motor
mechanic and diesel engineer.

MELBOURNE VETS AND THEIR LADIES VISIT VIM MEL3CURNE

At 10.0C a.m. on Tuesday February 23rd, Melbourne Vets and their ladies
boarded the coach at C.7.(. House bound for a visit to VIM at Cape
Schanck.

The weather was Jjust perfect, the coach {aptain in good feorm, and, as
ziways so were the Veis,

Cn arriving at VIM they were
h

joined by a considerable number who had
made their way to ViM From holi

piiday resorts on tne Perinsul ar.

Station Manager Barry Mottram and his staff were inundated when
aporoximately 65 pecple filed into the station - however Barry rose to
the occasion and affer screening g video he expiained the workings of
this very important station. [t was most {nteresting - not oniy %o the
Yets, but o their Ladies also. Qur thanks go to Barry and nis staff
who were 311 most helpful. 1t is understeood that the local farmers
helizve these (.7.L. bods are sirance pecple as the best fhey can grow
in such good farming land s aerials.

most interesting visit the ccach departed for Flinders
hapoy get-tocgether - and Tots of chatter.

we departad for the trip back to Melbourne - 211 agrsed it
uper day. A special vote of thanks to Jim Rebinson, Jim
T.C. for such an exceilent outing.

-

which aw:ears below caught my eve whiist I was Drowsing
of the A W.A, Staff magazine RADIOGRAM, September 183
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RADIC'S PART IN SOUTHERN CROSS ADVENTURE

Tense moments were spent in the radio control rooms of A.W.A. on May
15th, 7935 when Sir Kingsford Smith and his companions had to turn back
on their flight from Sydney o New Zealand.

Wnen the news of the Southern Cross' first mishap came through, the
watches at A W.A.'s listening centre at La Percuse and at Central Radio
Office, 47 York Street, wers doubled.

By a system of automatic relays, A.W.A. controls both the receivers at
La Perouse and the transmitters at Pennant Hills from York Street, Che

operator, therefore, concentrated on listening to the Southern (ross;

another called up ships at sea. When the Faith in Australia left to
search, a third operater tuned in to the wave Tength of that machine's
transmitier and kept in touch with him throughout.

Interstate and coastal shipping was advised of Smithy's peril and
aperators were instructed to remain on watch., Sir Kingsford Smith at
1.34 p.m. asked A.W.A. to try to obtain a bearing on h1s 6CC metres
signals s¢ as to determine his position. AJW.A, immediately
communicated with the Comerin eff Montague Island, the Largs Bay off
Newcastie and the MNankin off Sydnevy Heads, and asked that the operators
cn these ships should train their direction finders upon the Southern
Cross signais. A.W.A. also received from these ships their precise
sesitions, and later, from the information they supplied, was abie to
nlot the position of the Southern Cross. The information was conveyed
back to Smithy and to the Faith in Ausiratia.

On behal?¥ of Maclonaid, Hamilion & Co., AW.A, also despatched a
radicgram to the commander of the Nankin reqaest*p him io proceed at
311 spead in the direction of the Scuthern Cross

Throughcout the morning and ti17 half a minute past 4 o'clock the AW AL
men sat tensely at their instruments. A sigh of sympathy would go up

with each untoward message, and a little cheer when Detler news came I
hand. To the men “ﬁa%k%ng“ by the radic with the aciors in this dramal
and contralling the activitias of all concerned in the search it was
aimost as iF they ware supporting the plane upon its faltering flignt.

in now, thanks o afl at VIS“ oa

final message came: 'r o
i i marked: "Good o714 Southern Cress, she

higser unversed in wire
managing to reel home.

"Reeling in,"” replied an old wireless nand who has flown many thousands
of miles in aeroplanes, "means that he is winding up his aerial befors
fanding,”
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The flag at haif-mast all about up country and down town at Kingston is
always a cause of sadness on Norfolk Isiand and we know that we haye
Tost another member of the community.

Cn Wednescay morning, 10th February at the Norfold Island Hospital we
icst ancther Norfolker - Campbell Quintal, affectionately known to all
as "Bambi", at the age of 68.

Cam was the oniy son of Annie (Grannie; and Stepnen {Chon; Quintal and
attended the Anson Bay school.

when schooling was finished, Cam became a member of the 0.7.C. and
remained a member of that organisation until his early retirement, due
0 111 health a few years back.

Jcining the 2nd/3rd Field Squadron R.A.E. Cam later saw service overseas.

He married May (nee Adams) and they had 7 children and the family moved
Lo Sydney in 1358 when Cam was transferred %o the Marrickviile branch.

An ali-round Sportsman, Cam played goif, tennis, cricket, football and
%25 a staunch supporter of the {ascades ’Recs) Football team.

He was a typical Norfolk Isiander of the '01d schecl' - gentle, coutecus
at all times, nad a tremendous sense of humour and was a good Triend.

Cam's second wife Sylvia, {nee Sharpe, who pre-deceased nim only a faw
months agcé had two sons from her previcus marriage. (am was very fond
of both boys - Ricky and Gary - and 1t was Gary who was able 6 travel
e Norfoli with Shorty to attend the funeral on Thursday, which was
conducted by Pastor Heel Galiagher of the Uniting Church.

3

the R.5.L. and of tne Cascaces Foothall team formed a
cncur for Canm.

milies - May {of
Ricky of MNerfolk,
Robbie-Anne {Mrs.

smpathies to the members of fhe
and her children and their fam

Sydney, Clare {Mrs Edward of Hor
iz Islandy, xut {(Mrs. Finch of

2 a
and to Sylvia's family of 2§

jes wish to extend their sincers appraci
c 2 and Kindness *o them in their

- ; : i 2 Fa T N = 3
Tney wisn to record also, thair tharks o Or. Jenny Sexton and members

o b -
S e L s T ey \ : : ~ o > ;
57 The Mospital for their care and attention fo lam, %o the grave
diggers and a2rs of the Administration who carried cut so many of the

-~ bu i H ie A ] 8 o 3 -~ Pl

necessary ia ch taxke such a icad off the shoulders of the family,
2 thoss who and sent such beauliful wreaths and Tor the many cards
INC ME533%E5 nave recaived,
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WHILST ON HCLIDAYS

As we all know, Secretary's have holidays occassionally, and as usual,
always have their Urganisations interests at heart even though they are
holidaying.

Well, Alan Arndt while spending a well earnt holiday at Tumut, in
scuthern N.S.W., decided that whilst in the area he would pay a visit %o
x DCA VYeteran Jock Cowie, whom he had only knwon over his years as
Secretary by the letters received enclosing annual subs., or apoligies
for non-atiendance at meetings eic.

Jock and wife Phyllis made Alan and wife Joan most welcome, and over
morning coffee (plus a few ales and whiskies!)) related many and varied
tales of their experiences whilst serving in Australian Cutposts during
Jocks years as a Radio Cperator with DCA. which included acting as an
Undertaker in Alice Springs, and a Marriage Celebrant in Tennanis Creek
{or vice versa):

Hopefully, Alan and Joan talked Jock (Cewie) into putting pen to pager
o ecorﬁ some of nis most interesting experiences over 40 odd years of
service, which they are certain will make most enjoyadble reading in

ery
future @d1u1ons of cur Newsletter.




& o oy
oy - - B
L S b € vy ar 5. LI
€. oz KR 7] +.¥ [l S
R FAS I L1 + oy e- 4N e g
W . oy @3 e o . x
w3 LR e AT e (12 1 O ] oy
e g1 L o i n {2 5. ) e pe) L) o
(&) ro O} o oay i 0 P4 TS 2 42 [ o 1o ©
q; €3 e e S [ o e @® fo >y
T3 LR - R G ] O 4 £ S [fa)
re £ W £ - @ e a
[ w oy 42 £t ESE qQr wr wy
<3 £ € Rt AR S o Om +4 x e
£ 2 ey MO w Yo LT | o -
P s I %)) 0O wn 0o 2 oy [
v M ) [ o e TN A - [ - 5.
LRI B B¢ F] £z 0 (8] o ey o e L) 15 [
+ 5 42 ey M LI JF % T L= I T o ), AY
w1 B €3 gy e e (1) (D -+ a3 O O o3 e 03
= L s L | K o oy (6 I =) (e = S 449
[} €4 a3 e € Q42 v %] &} e
[ a U ) L 5o e I mefi B o 12 ool A =y
[ v £ +3 42 g £33 U O [ o = ¥ £
=i, L1 20 SR T i (&) e = +1 ar (SN
o pe £ € i ©n o s
ot 43 4 - w3 Qi e y 2 v i3} ar ol .
b - 5. a @ o « O @ £ n
poits p=d 2 iias £y L7 [ e X C +.4 (@] vt
- p 3o — QO 42 [ [«h}
i 42 £ W S e e oy L 2 |
' [} [ %] 1y o B ] s , 3 [N
) o - w oo W g
n 11l o £ w,. hu. avm af. «,w
| 13 ™y +- +
o i LTI Sy ey s}
[ 3 o £ <
s 43 4 e £ A a1 . N
L e Ty € Ry} £ 3
[ [ T L I LIt 32 L 4]
r Ko £ =
s [ S L o 2 ] oy
] Oy s J 43§ g v
rot Qb r— § @ W R ax
b ™ £ £ €
bk £ w ++ <3 U @
£y LA S o oy s S oy
fod Y ¥ L 4l 3.} ER
T Lo T R s
o 2 Y g e Lis) -
tat oo oy o) -} o
| Sl S o Q) Iz ) iy 17
e . [ L% 40
D ref Ly [5] ey €y 13
- ks g Y
C @ £ Ry . $
A g 3 [ ) e LAY
43 o a3 (ISR
o [ DI O 0oty ‘
ar 5. o o 1 o3 T
4+t [ S Y € y
4 a3 ) f -
e e IR 1 34 5
£ o [ S 3
S ] pS T | £
(%) e ..m:.i s
e [ TR S o 3.
ol L e e £ tet Fa
a e "y w3 o ! 5
AT % g e O 3 ' i
b DR & B L i




- 360 -

YETS NEWSLETTER {APRIL;

As part of the Sicentennial Exhibition it is planned tc incorporate scme
of *he equipment usad in the operation of the early telegrach cable
sarvices.

~he Exhibition Commitiee are hopeful that they will be able to develcn a
working exnibit featuring the Kelvin (Muirhead) Siphon Recorder along
with reiated equipment as indicative of the telecomrunication technelogy
applied at the turn of the century.

Such items of equipment are located in the OTC Museum storage ared at
Broadway but we are short on knowledge and the skills necessary to turn
sack the clock into this era and would appreciate any assistance from
those familiar with this equipment and its operation.
Should vou be interested and willing to assist, Roy Ayton at Paddington
on 326 3954 would be more than happy to receive your call.

AN ENCOUNTER WITH THE 'YETS' IN ADELAIDE

is. has heen the custom of recent years the SA veterans gathersd at the
rasidenca of Brax Horrocks in the leafy and restful suburb of Unley Park.

The purpose of my visit to Adelaide was to seek cut infor:
workings of the early telegraph cable statiens of Adelat
and to represent our Managing Director, George Maliby at
vgeting. Upen arrival in Adelaide a telephone call tc Zra
immediate response to come out and talk over recollections
axceriences of the "early days". UDespite his fafiing o
chysical difficulties Brax was a most charming host and alon
Tikawise charming wife, Rita entertained my wife and mysel f ang
e with insight into those activities now long past. It was my
ancounter with Brax and I must say ail that had been said about
seior to our meeting was more than fulfilled and that it was 3 mCs
~zvarding and fruitful experience.
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at the mesting 1% was my pleasurs to Turiter Ty enceavours 41N
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ar vazs of the 'cable’ and 'wireiess egra "0 Qoing over o2
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and oroviding an up-dats on the latest deveiormentis.
3 ¢ T % ) ] p P —y 3 PRy
4771 in all, it was a most memerable aflerncen, spent wn preasant
surroundls 5le company - an assignment that can oe oCked
Dack upor satistacticn.
Ter, Sytas




