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T George Rowe

On winning a two-bowls Singles Championship in his local district.
The competition invelved a number of Clubs and therefore a pretty good effort
by George. The prize was a 43 piece Grosvenor cutlery set.

7o George Morrison

On the honour of receiving the special Masonic medaliion for 50 years'
service in that organisation.

o Randy Payne

On his selection to act in the position of Assistant General Manager
(international) with OTC. He took up this pesition following the retirement of
Edgar Harcourt.

VARIATION TO CONSTITUTION

Tt was brought up at the New South Wales Annual Cemeral Meeting that
the requirement under the Constitution for seven members of Committees, is
insufficient for a large Branch like New South Wales and too many for the smaller
associations. It was therefore decided to prepare a Notice of Motion for next
year's Annual General Meetings that an Awendment be made to the Constitution under
the heading of Committees that it should read "up to 12 members” instead of "a
total of seven members’,

Such an amendment would allow the New South Wales Association to have
12 members {the minimum required to have enough workers to successfully handle
its large functions) and other smaller Associations to operate with only one or
two, as necessary.

SYDNEY REUNION

The Svdney Reunion will be held on Friday, 28th November, 1580, The
venue wiil he the OTC Staff (afeteria in Hosking Place. The function will
officiallv start at 6.00 p.m. but doors will be open for the early hirds from
5.00 p.m. Interstate visitors ave cordially invited but a phone call to
Gordon Cupit, Sydney 230-3840 would be appreciated. The Vice President of the
Teleglobe Canada Quarter Century Club, jal LeQuesne and his wife Katherine will
he in Sydney on that date and have advised that they will attend. PCB members
particularly take note. It is to Hal we owe thanks for suggesting that wives
he invited to Treunions.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN REUNION

The South Australian Reunion will be held on Thursday, 27th November,
1980. The venue will be the Public Service Club commencing at 7.30 p.m, Interstate
and overseas visitors welcome but Bert Dudley (Adelaide 228-2867) or Brax Horrocks

(Adelaide 71-7528) would appreciate prior advice.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN |

The Western Australian Association will be holding their Annual Reunion
on Tuesday, 25th November commencing at 5 p.m. The usual venue is the Imperial

[

Hotel, Wellington Street, Perth., The Reunion Is being organised by Secrervar

[

-

Brian Morrell who would appreciate all those coming to ring him on Perth 27
(Area Code 09). Interstate Vets in Perth at that time will be welcome,
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VICTORIAN REUNTON

The 24th Annual Reunion of the Victorian Association will he held in
the Amenities Room, OTC House, Lonsdale Street on Friday, 14th November, 1980,
Overseas and interstate visitors are welcome, Please contact Charles Carthew
on Melbourne 544~2514 {Area code 03) to advise attendance or apology.

QUEENSLAND ARNUAL REUNTON

At going o press a firm date had not been set for the Queensland Reunion
to be held in Brishan However it should be held in either late October or
early November. Contact Jim Banks on Brisbane 221-6250 (Area code 071,

OVERLAND TELEGRAPH

A very good book titled '"The End of Silence' written by Peter Tavior
should hit the bookstands in the next counle of weeks. It is o most interesting
and enlightening book on the construction of the Overland Telegraph Line from
Adelaide meeting up with the cable which was laid into Darwin in 1871.

Mr. Taylor has done a great deal of research into all aspects of the Overland
Telegraph which has resulted in a very good publication - a must for any good
library. '

VICTORIAN ANNUARL CGENERAL KERETING

The Victorian Association held their 23rd Annual Ceneral Meeting at
OTC House, Melbourne on the 30th May, 1980. These in attendance were:

Audrey Bright, Pearl Peat, J. R. Hunter, W. H. Shea, R. T. Tavler,
L. Trezise, F, Patrick, €. Allison, A, W. Green, M. Stubbs,

i
P P T -
acx Lurtis, K. Lovetrt, S, W. Cax

&, G. Russell, D, Humphries, J R W, Carthew,
. Chambers, Noreen Gosney, L. Foley, W. Bentlev, Jun Spvzg-st s

C. Benson, J. Kennedy, J. Jordan, B. . Gault, J. Gowansg, A. Avndr,
fan Reed, Sivr Albert Chadwick, Shirley Alexander, A. Vagg, E. Turner,
S. Harvey, S. Bright, R. Hall, J. Robinson, J. Cormish, K. Stockdale,
L. Shepherd, R. Lane, D. Crabtree, J. T. Cooper, J. Birch & F. Ash.

Allan Vagg was elected as President, Bill Shea, Viv Molineux, Les Foley
and Noreen Gosney and Bill Bentley as Committee. Cnar‘es Carthew once again
was re-elected as Secretary and Dennis Chambers took over as Treasursr

Jack McGrory. Unfortunately Jack has not been in good health lately and
after 5 vears in off

compelled to retire frow the position of Treasurey

)

The South Australian Assoco

i vice Club on Zind May.
Those in attendance were:
Ga@ff i"{}y Claude Whitford,
arol rks, Charles Smith,

HoTTooks.,

We were indeed pleased with us Gordon Cupit and John Walke
from Sydney and were particularly interested in what they told us on new

ments in communications, also regarding John's particular work in Archives and
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Records. Apologies for absence were received from Keith Cox, Bert Dudley,
Rocky Gordon, Max Lang, Norm MacKay, George Rowe, Jerrold Shaw and Ron Ward.

SYDNEY ANNUAL GENERAL MEEDING

The Sydney Amnual General Meeting was held on 2nd May, 1980 with the
following in attendance:

Jack Sheath, Gordon Cupit, Bill Luke, Jack Burgess, Charles (Carthew,
Charles Raecke, John Hodgson, John Toland, Margaret BDobson,

Joe Collister, Jack Whittaker, Dick Osborn, Bert Waugh, Claude Dalley,
George Broadbent, Bob Fisher, Eileen Haran, [lsie Thornley,

Trevor Thatcher, Jack Hansson, Horrie McInnes, Philip Geeves,

Alf Ricketts, Geoff Day, Ces Watson, Jack Chant, Keith Wilmot,

Mick Wood, Nell Donoghue, Orm Cooper, Len Vella, Barry Henson,

Derek Hallam, Bill Day, Bill Chant, Noel Martin, Joe Hawkins,

Ron Knightley, Keith Burbury, Annette Taylor, Fred Doolette,

Ron Turnbull, Norm Harris, Max Dwyer, Ray Baty, Edgar Harcourt,

Harry Cook, George Schulze, Ron Beecham, Roy Doohan, Bernie White,
Randy Payne, George Maltby, Lou Brown, Audrey Keenan, Doug Temperley,
Barry Stockbridge, Eric Norris, Alan Ritchie, Cyril Manning,

Joe Patiniott, Alex Cilia, Gareth Thompson, Tony Ebert, Arthur Purtill,
Tom Hughes, Len Rourke, Harry Stone, John Lee, John Creswick,

Bill Schmidt, Roy Branson, Murray Hill, Charles Maiden, Bruce Coliett
& Joe Holmes.

All the previous year's office bearers were unanimously re-elected.
The meeting was followed by the usual get-together over some eats and liquid
refreshments with the usuzl sometimes embellished stories of the old days.

OUBENSLAND ANNUAL GENERAL HMEETING

The Oueensland meeting was held in Brisbane on the 7th May with:
t=] -

Jim Banks, Eric Cramp, John Clendinning, Les Doubleday, Alan Jones,
John Marshall, Denis Moorhouse, John Norris, John Ponsonby,

Vince Sim, Harry Sutherliand and Bob Webster, together with ASW
Veterans George Maltby, Bill Jenvey and Gareth Thompson.

The present office bearers, President - George Scott;

Secretary - Jim Banks;
Treasurer - John Norris;
Auditor - Alan Jones

were once again re-elected.

1

t was a privilege to welcome NSW Veterans George Maltby, Bill Jenvey
and Gareth Thompson.

t.es Doubleday came down from Rockhampton for the meeting and returned
via Bribie Isltand where he participated in some fishing with Eric Cramp.



It was found that Ponto has lost none of his zest to tell good
stories whilst Vince S5Sim looked the picture of health, an inspiration to any
serving member contempiating retirvement. George Maltby addressed the meeting
on behalf of O1C General Manmager Bill Schmidt and confirmed Management's
ongoing support for the Veterans' Assocciations.

NGT 50 WELL THESE DAYS

Once again we unfortunately have to report z number of ocur members
who have been on the sick list and to these and to 2ll others who have heen
sick and we have not heard about, we wish a speedy and complete recovery.,
Those that we know zbout are:

Dennis Humphries, Frank Dunstall, Al Boord, Hedley Tyler,

Jack McGrory, Doug Batten, Jean Buchan, Fric Willington,

Doris Brown, Ced Dale, Phil Chapman, Biil Jenvey, Rocky Gordon,
Elsie Doohan, Murray Hill, Bede Heffernan, .Jack Cornish &

Ron Roger.

MISEUM AND HISTORICAL RECORDS

Thanks to the following members who have forwarded documents, equipment
and other material for ocur museum and historical records:

Jack Turnbull, Cec Watseon, Claude Dalley, Arthur Black, Cliff Birks,
Harolad Gates, Jack Burgess, Rocky Gcr&on, Claude Waite, Jean Heathershaw,
Noel Martin, Matt Jobson, CGeorge Schulze, Bill Jenvey, Bill Luke,
1
[o1%}

-~

Cec Bardwell, Bill Craig (N.Z.)1, Ron McDonald & Des %G

HERE AND THEEE, NEAR ANLD FAR

teran John Mulholland one time General Monager
idents of the Church of Engliand Retirement

fi1l, KSW. John lives in the Kilvin
rijorie was John's Secretary in AWA i

By happy co-incidence Ve
of OTC met Marjorie Reed, both resi
Village, 28 Castle Hill Road, Cast
complex and Marjorie in Blue Gums. M
Melbourne in 1522

w r~
T
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Althcugh the respective units were in close proximity neither kyew
of their being neighbours and no doubt there will be many more regular meetings,

The meeting brought sur }riqc and spontanecus happlness to both.

5P
Jobhn Mulholland will be 80 next year and Vetrs and colleagues Australiswide will
be sure to remember to send greet ngb on that memorable occasion, 18th April, 1981.

wries gnd Vi Jarthew on their Golden Wedding

Congratulations
ceiebrated at the end of

rovellied to the

s
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A Melhourne veteran decided to make a metal detector and iater gave &
demonstration on a near-by beach to try out his handiwork., Much to his surprise
dozens of beer can opener tops were located plus a bunch of keys, the former typlcal
Australian landmarks and the latter a welcome relief to the owner searching nearby.

o % R Ok 0w Ok % ¥ k% Kk k % Kk %

Veteran Roley Lane yet another car accident victim, A side-on coliision
teft Roley badiy shaken but otherwise unhurt.....the c¢av a write-off.

Frank McCay has now moved from the "WASA WASA" Nursing tome to the
closer *Mon Repose" Nursing Home, Palmerston Street, Mosman Park, W.A. o0
Visiting hours are any time within veason. TFrank has now given up the demon
drink and smoking but does appreciate a few sweets. Brian Morrell has been
regularly visiting Frank and looking after his needs and would appreciate any
of Frank's old friends visiting Frank.

Fred McNulty serving on the "Australian Pioneer' finds little time
at home with the quick turn around by the modern vessels.

Bi1l Jenvey who recently suffered a slight ;
son in Brisbane, dcgz&e& to seil out his waterfront pr at Neiijngen on
the NSW South Coast and take up residence at Sunny Koo where his son
has recently moved. It is with pleasure that we report that Eiii 15 Brad
recovered from his stroke and is one of the first on the air at the reg
Sunday VYeteran ham hookups,

Many of our Melbourne members took the northern track during the winter
These included Eddie Turner, Vin Duignsn,

to escape the southern coid. The
Jack Cornish and Audrey & Sam Or .

Sorry to hear that Alex Stewart involved in yet another veteran metor
car accident. Luckily Alex was only confined to bed for several days foliowing
the accident,

o s v En P
a1 ey none

occupied wi

i(.’&.,:;t E_}f
At 858G, Mrs. Ternes
grandchiidren.

Bi1i Jenvey tells of the
Percy Day, Geoff Warner, Jack Miles

3 %
a regular part of the recreation in
their hey-day, This small story sho
af thelr cur-of-office activities,

very active outdoor young man In



Rocky Gordon living in Mannum on the Murray River reports that his
arthritis is getting much worse and he is finding writing practically impossible.
Anyone expecting letters from Rocky will unfertunately now be disappointed.

He teils me that he recently purchased an Australian Terrier pup which, getting
into many mischievous habits, 1s costing him plenty. One saving factor is that

£
'“}
dr

she likes hor beer and so Rocky has s drinking partner.

{laude Dalley advises that the Min
his case re war service in the Fiiian Voluntee
and he has now received a communication from t
Military Torces which states:

ster for Defence has taken up
¢ ﬂéi&ﬁue Force in Worid ¥ 2
he commander of the Fiji Heval

"This is to confivm that ex-sergeant C. K. Dalley was
enltisted into the Fijizn Defence Force on 7th February,
1941 and was discharged on the 23rd March, 1942.v
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Claude says that the Volunteer Defenc
New Zealand troops arvrived and ook over their duties.

Jock Cowie recently in Sydney locking extremely well after his
holiday in Alaska. Jock is very enthusiastic about that country and particularly
the huge cil pipeline nroject.

Jim Robinson,
ﬂiu&hiuﬁ and widows

sociation o
i ver t

VALE

who had been living on the Gold Cosst pasgcd awny in
o cur cable pioneers, John jeined PCH a3 a
3 at Kufklﬁﬂé. ;%?ee VEETS r he araferr@g *c F
Egz:ﬁ as & ful ~ and in o1
term returned tq iwgaz< he remained e
another 3 vear period as
Tour at Faﬁniﬁg} John an
to take u§ naqé?iaﬁ inser,

he

sy

in 1938 John was sent to Sy @@y e
after a year was sent 1o ! ant
he was back to Auckland as B giﬁaéfg%hﬁf?bﬁ

isiand Deputy Manager/Engineer,

Ferred to Cocos Island



pervisor and & months later
voamained until 19520 The
-, fottesioe (twice)
endent in Sydney and on
or until his retirvement

1948& saw John in Adelaid

he was promoted as Manager Xorfoé

xt 10 }aw“s John served ¢ s

and Cocos, 1962 John was

numerous occasions he acted
in 1967.

3
w

John's retirement years at
of both himself and nis

wife.,

AIFf McMurray

He was in his 80's

ALE died in July at
and served for many years with
posted to Adelalde where he was
role. AlIf served in the services
Australian Army in a non-combat
money from astute veal estate
Darling Downs which over fhe E*‘
died a couple of years ago

At one time he was
SUNT S/ ¢ jmiulstjdtz\e

; le ;udg cpadgi
wubstantial farm in the
1 . o s 3

1 5 ‘s wife
mﬁir,ﬁ& iife vogether.

Charles Sandell

and to come to  Veterans'

‘ears at BEsperance

nform members that he
rs., Charles was a

Although unable to take an
meetings, Charles Sandell who has be
has kept in touch with the id
passed away in Esperance early

.

years standi

communicator of many a5t member of the
Sir Douglas Mawson o

Fred St, Juiian

Haat . ! him.
03 qun onily came oy ¢ £ gnd their att ce oat one “he Sydney Veterans’
5] . -

Heunions was a ot his
cld trainees
fred unfortunately
fitted with a pacemaker.
visit on TV.

He commenced
r¥ing stations

PRET Council and served Fallc very well in this sphere s oalwavs
conspicuous with ' i ;

in 1928
gxpedition. 1t
longest and best
consisted of two
wireless expert.

o . ot Ao
George around whhﬁf&iid




Bundeensz where with his wife
hobbles, George became an
His wife took on pottery

On retirement (eo
he undertook a i
avid gardener,

and many of her preces

Bill passed away in June at the ase of 22. He initially started in
iens in ; I

]

¢

Lhe Marine Service of AWA and served at sea Tor
shore staff as a broadcaster and researcher
the experimental station at Kooweerup in
in the UK where he experimented with Marconi
» Tadio circuits between Australia/UK/USA.
and joined the Broadcasting Company of Austrs
O ﬁ&nafn? of 3L6. In 1929 he became that station's
4uﬂ&gcm and retained that post unti! the ABC was formed in 2354 in the
initially held the post of Federal Superintendant and in 193
To &ctzﬂé General Manager from 1937 to 1945, For the last i6 years bLA
rftéw m—ﬁ an 19@45 Biéi served in Lﬁﬁd@n as the AB('s representative, &
retire at 65 and obtained 2 position with
E? dcasti?g %Czw ?% nd was given the position of Chairman of
aide radic station* He retired for the second time in
I : r his services to radio.
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to the Beam Wireless unit
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an invitation to the
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followed by various clerical positions. In his spare time Phil stodied with
the Marconi Scheoi of Wireless and in 1937 gained his first class Marine
Operators Certificate. Phil then saw service at Darwin (during air raids),
Esperance, Perth followed in 1@%3 by two years in the Wartime Marine Service.
He was subsequently posted as Manager King Island for three years, one vear

at La Perouse followed by six vears as Manager Rabaul., In 1952 Phil undertook
technical duties at Bringelly axﬁ Doonside fol owed by terms back in the Coast
Service as Manager at Townsville, Perth and Svdne In 1965 Phil was selected
as the first Manager at the new cable station at Guam where his ﬁ;pﬁomacw and
personality created a good image for the Commission and its people in that
iocality. In 1967 Phil was promoted to Superintendant Coast Radio Service,

a position subsequently redesignated as Manager,

In his own vight Phil would no doubt be the most knowledgeable
character on the Marine and {oast Kadio Services in Australiaz.

At a Commission luncheon on 28th August, OTC Chairman Bob Somervaille
presented Phil with 2 gold watch as a mark of esteem for his 47 years in the
service., Phil will spend his retirement at Point Clare which is situated in

Brisbane Waters near Gosford.

%

Edgar Harcourt

Joined the Commission as Senior Research Officer on 10th November 1047,
First editor of staff magazine “Transit”. Prior to joining the Commission Edgar
served as a wireless navigator im the Transport Command of the RAAF, and during
the latter part of the war served in the Duke of Gloucester's flight,

At cessation of hostilities, Edgar attended Melbourne University
where he obtained his Bachelor of Arts degree with Honours. Subsequently also
he obtained his Master's Degrse,

In O7TC he Secretary in 1853, Assistant to General
Mannger {Inte ; 7 oin 1858, Qirecta? International Arvangements
in 1962 and Assistant er {(International} in 1868, He was zwzrded
the OBE in the New Year's Honours 1§?8*

During the last 25 years Edgar has attended numerous international
conferences and taken & leading role as z member of the Australian delegations.
He is considered an expert in this particular and important sphere of inter-
national negotiations, and his opinions are readily accepted and considered

5
valuable by the delegates of all other nations.

Ray Carragher commenced as a Heam Boy in February
with the Messengers 3 ferred 1o higher duties

was aliotted ci ric-. id served in the Hean A
one of those selecte sfer to UTC where he subs
Customer Accounts § ater for many vears is
He headed the Pension Accounts
particular fieid.

%

i EN
1?% [ EE- 2 S

bers Tor

the help he has given. ¥y Ray has beent well for many years
i May 1t was desié%T st : i 1id
all wish him better

FPat Gray

Fat Gray joined OUTC in 1853 in the Csoastal Radio Service, his Ffivst
posting being Townsville. Pat later served at Rockhamptron (twice), Rabaul,
Willis Island (2 terms), Sydney, Nauru, Derwin and finally Perth. In Pat's
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Although most of the the transmitter and station
receiver were OK and T was ab fy Moresby Radio at the
request of the District Officer. I 1 undamaged gear, codes and

confidentianl documents awny from the

Puring this raid

. ce and blew it completely
f the hou Se, sever&l of the mast stay inegun fire and the
store at the eastern side of the house apparently received a direct hit. This
raid lasted forty minutes.

st e
At 5_:“ \3 .M.

At 1.5 p.m. three planes returned and subjected the whole township

and surroundings to intemse wachinegun and canmon fire for twenty five minutes.
Following this raid the District Officer and the Lieutenant in charge

of the section of AIF staticned at Lorengau decided to fire the township and

movers, I also burned all codes and sccret and confident

T
take to the bush as it was expected that a landing might be made early the
following morning. The rest of the afternoon 1 spent gat thering up and burning
all papers and documents and destyoying all undama iped instruments and prime
i

al General Memos

As the house was Fibro and steel no great damage was done by the fire
xcept to the flooring, most of which was destroyed. The mast was dropped to
the ground also.

and a part at
through the roof,
frameworks of

1 fibro was

Except for that part
the back where the ceoment base
the steel framework of the house
the native quarters and enging

tered. One tank was
was missing., The Elec ?slaﬂ ret
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tratfic reaching its destination Frow the various points of
I thought the risk of the station being located from the ai-
and 1t may be of considerable use to others. No further tr
after this and communications were maintained until April 8t

(n February 2nd, camp was moved further inland to the
of Bulihat and we remained there until the Japanese 1 i
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Un March Sth planes flew o ¢
end of the island., They later dropped a few bombs on Lorvengau.

During the whole time we were in th !
al various times of the day for any signals from the Rd%aﬁ; a?e&b

Un April 7th s message was rveceived from Pellsluhn
that two enemy Crmi sers and two destrovers had been sighted s
Manus and the following morning at 6 a.m. the ships steamed i
accompanied by a ar&n5§ort. Several planes flew up and down
the day bombing various peints. OCur patrols later reported
tive hundred Japanese had landed.

On the afternocon of the $th, large enemy patrols were reported to
have penetrated to within an hour's waik of Bulihat so it was deemed advisable
to leave for a camp in the interior some miles off the track whore stores and
the emergency wireless gear had been cent some time before. At 7 p.m. that

night Messrs, Hamil tGﬁ & Armstrong and I left with the carriers and the rost

of the party followed next worning.

On the morning of
g hidden in the bush
‘$tv of the natives gi’

i ketch we had hidde

I was unable to destroy the em
d

receiver and a ?‘{i%’aL@ transmil

We reached the

cautlion necessary in app Iy it

it was 2 p.w. the follow the coast., Ten of the party
satied in a large launc the Bdith., Messrs. 3EYo
Hamilton and I kept the navigating, setting

&b;%ag Island to the no to the number of reefs on the
south coast of Manus it Fdith to anchor for the night
at Mbuki Island. Bagabag m. onn the 15th,

T Pngiee "‘
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2000 feet we arrived at Upper Ramu at 4 p.a. on the 17th a total distance
of 110 miles,

At Upper Ramu [ took over D@QTdtIDH of thelr wireless station for a
Fow davs until instructions were received To proceed to Mount Hagan (a further
180 miles inland) for evacuation to Austraiia.

Mr. Penglase, who had just been appointed Military Administrator for
the Madang district, asked me to remaln and take charge of the wirecless qervi*c“
in that district. This I agreed to do but his request to headquarters at Moreshy
was refused and I left Ramu with a small party for Mount Hagan on May Sth and

arrived there on the 16th.

On Monday 18th 1 flew to Horn Island and sailed from Thursday Isiand
for Cairns the same evening on S5.S. Wandana and arrived on the 22nd.

The ship was met by an evacuation © ficer who refused assistance to any
evacuee until an agreement was signed to rvefund all money which had been, or
would be, expended on his behalf. We were then accommodated at hotels until we
left for Sydney by train on the following Tuesday.

With regard to the wireless instailation I brought from Manus, as this
would have been no further use after leaving Ramu I left it at that station for
the use of the military administration and a receipt for it is attached hereto,
the spare "X c¢rystal mentioned was the one originally lﬁLLndCd for Pak Plantation
VEXS and I cave it into the personal custody of Mr. Penglase.’

With great regret the Secretary of the ExXiles Ciub in London has
:ﬁVi%@é that in view of the increasing requirements of Cable § Wireless expatriate
staff, the Management Committee had reiuctantly decided that the Club’s accommo-
dation be wgstrzgt;d +ro hona fide members with priority for cxpatriates, also
that temporary membership is not permitted.

Tt would appear that they are unable to take prior bookings and any
Veterans going to the U.K, would be wise to make aitsrn-t;va accommodation

arrangements and on arrival In London contact the Club in the event that they
might have a vacancy.
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HISTORICAL OBELISK

An interesting feature at Point Lonsdale in Victoria is the Marconi
Memorial Obelisk which contains the following inscription:

YFrom this spot on 12th July 1906 the first overseas
wireless message from Australia was sent by:

Lord Northceote, Governor General

Sir R. Talbot, Governor

Hon, A, Deakin, Prime Minister

Hen. A, Chapman, Postmaster-General
Hen. R. A. Crouch, MP for Corio, and

~

Marchese 4. Marconi®

FANNING TSTAND CURRERECY

Following the story in the last Newsletter on the Fanning Island
currency, Arthur Black forwarded one of the notes for our Museum, Arthur was

Manager of Fanning between 1945 and 1947 and states that Ron Garrett's currency

was still trickling inte the Burns Philp store. Ron was the Manager of the

plantation at Fanning and not s Cable Manager. He was awarded an OBE for his
&brvzccs to the American garrison on Fanning. He died some 3 or 4 years ago
in New Guinea,

It was also ascertained that Randy Payne, Lou Brown, Noel Chapman,
Keith Melredden and Bruce Collett are in possession of these notes. Their
particular copies were sent by Bill Frew from Washington and came under special
mail covers by Row Boat Maill. The Row Boat Mail happened because of a young
couple rowing acress the Paclfic and carrying a few such special items. Biil
Frew happsned to serve at Fanning Island plantation at the same time 2s these
cable gentiemen,

MELBOURNE - COMMURITY SEREVICE

Attention is again drawn to the commendable voluntary efferts of "I0OC
in respect to the free installation of a warning ved light in the front windo
of the home fronting the outside street,

E

The alasrm system is battery operated, neatly wired and regulated by
a switch or switches within easy veach preferably in the bedroom and toilet.

In the event of an cmergency the conspicuous signal is seen by neighbours

...police and/or mmbulance alerted...a community service justified.

foas

A donation helps reinburse opvi

ous expenditure incurred,

- Drivers face visibil ’*y problems: *lights reflecting on wet
roads *wet or fogged-up windscreens *glare from oncoming cars.

Drivers iust cannot UEL a pedestrian dressed in DARK clothin

So, give Y £ 2 chance .... wear light coloured LEOTh?ﬁg and
”Ef SEEN BE SAFEY,
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collection of stores was kept a cicse secret, and to make quite sure, 2
were loaded on to a swall ship E}i 2ft Colombo, not destined Ffor Coces, but
for Trincomalee, on the other side of Island, where the real r&ééeﬁ ship
H.M. 1.5, Sonavati, was waiting t¢ zake on the stoves and passenger

s for UTrince'™ that [ left Colombo by trai ly in March 1843 o ;0;“ the
first relicet ship for Cocos of that vear. Not that anybody

the word "Cocos™, 'The whole operst and each trip was of
as an "Operation") was No. 1 top hush-hush, the only wor
destination was "James®™. It had previously been ”Sraﬁaﬁf
but in that month it s Chi?écl to Mlampes™ and ”ham&s” i?
vear. The value of the use of g c@gne%@ﬁ for £
No attempt had ever been made to spread the ,
ceased there, so for three year ;heusung% of people, who

st

QUT
1t tiones”

ships in peace time, or had read or heard of it v
and openly because they had never any inkling ¢
about it, or that we were supposed to have cease ‘hose

g .

of us whoe were In the secretr that there was z se
or "Brown' or "ones' into our beards and looki

H.M 1.5, Sonavatl salled from Trincomalee on 13th March i@iﬁ} much o
the disgust of the skip?e? who considered the odds against him were | e
Wifh@ut tempting providence to th: t and he took a gloomy view of cur
mediate future. The little ship was smart and clean but badly overcrowded.
h;{ it Troops took up every inch of space on the main decks while theiy offi

(,IJ
(mgx
o .
P

[ ,uw

and ourselves {Tufty Baker, Frank McCav and Brax Horr OCKsY were ﬁcaer%acafcu on
the tiny "shade' deck below the bridge. There we biéphg b
or not, according to whether we could scrounge any fresh

problem. The Captain’s pessimism was
voyage down:  a very pleas
'5 ?hat we aare sS&i

”ﬁ

ling af

headed

We found the (oo

and lost no time in getting o T d
put it,"the rats got at it", but whether they meant Lae 5 DS ©
was not quite clear. 1t was everyboedy's one thought to ;a? rid
soon as possible, which seemed a liztie ﬂﬁg?@tezai nuf wWas pro
of what a pretty kettie of fi & 1 aps Cf

Lue xhlr in the EngVn, Japar

q"%tcv baﬂ made C%L“”b@u}
they didn't come on that oc
security of the dark, leavy
any friendly soul,

1 Py e

,
e

One incident coeu
wo were nolt oo well organd
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was a senior N.C.0, with a reputation fov reliability, and there was nothing

to it but to accept the report that there was a ship, where no shiv should

have been, at least not the sort of ship which would do us any good. Nobody

got much sleep that night - the small infantry unit was at action stations the
whole night and we were busy organising our own plans Yor dealing with a landing.
At first light many eyes were anxiocusly searching the horizon which mercituliy
showed nothing more than an unattractive looking waste of grey water,

Whether there was a ship or not we shall never know but it did at
least act as good "1ife boat d?}li” for us., Our plans in the event of an enemy
landing were very simple., We hoped to have cnough time to do three things -
first of all, and of paramount importance, to send warnings to the authorities
at Colombo, secondly to destroy all records, papers and anything else likely
to he of value to the enemy and thirdly, to eser ape. Escape of course, at the
very best, meant nothing greater than a journey of five or six miles, to another
island, &here we might hope to stay hidden in the bush for a short peried perhaps
a day or two at the most. Our theory was that if the landing was intended for
permanent occupation, we would, at least be out ﬂf the way at the bepinning.
The Jap 1s notoriocusly at his worst in his treatment of civilian orisoners during
the first flush of vicrory. We felt a faint hope of bheing treated wore reusonsbly
if we were found some time later. Also if the raid was merel |
affair, and supposing the enemy re-embarked leaving the smoul
our office behind and the cable heads smashed, we knew that we
if we couldn't have got some sort of communication goling in &
wouldn't be for lack of planning. We liked to think that we could be
to Perth W.A. within 4 hours, and re-establish relay working, at
within 48 hours. This latter fig@? inciuded building a neow offic
delay, Perhaps this was shooting a line but we became so highly
it was almost a pity that we never had the chance to iyy.

a
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Six weeks after cur arrival, in
dical aserial reconnaissance, after an
h th

*
they made monthly visits, wit
hecame more interested and
st regularly. We calle
Tsland published in the Saturday Dvening
Sometimes they used a large flying-boat but mostly they
Navy twin-engined bomber. The reconnaissance procedure v
they were obviously in a hurry te get home and not very zﬂfér&@taé

This meant a roatgnc two or three circles right round the group, the
the north after a total visit of 20 minotes or so. At oth times
most con%czennzous, or inguisitive, and would run up and < i
double tree-top height and banking over as they passed in
5o that they could look in our doors znd windows. And how
would have to he not to ses every sign of occcupan
“suspended” part consisted of our leaving the
hehind coconut trees, v convenient reach
uyrned nasty. But to any camera, or to any she
dozen obvious signs that the station was 2
"Foje" came on washing and thers was ouy

eez The mere fact
have %?é“ sufficient indics
school of thought who advocated ﬂn:rl
its during the week, but
! tism. Monday had always been
it for any so-and-so Teie™.  Another with a
lighter working on the moorings of an aircraft-buoy, o oanoth :
i an open cable trepch snaking zcross the island wheve we had been working
feverishly trying to lay a new length of underground cable between thelr visi
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Nothing we did seemed to impress "Tojo” very much until one day they
came out of schedule, only five days after their previous visit, and were
rewarded by the szght of a Catalina on one of the alrvcraft moorings. This
shocked them so much that they went awsv for about 20 minute: > returnad
at such a terrific height that they could hardly be seen and i
of bombs making a wost satisfactory series of fount i f
missing the Catalina by some 80 vards. The "Cat' was carrving some distinsuished
passengers, [t was on the Perth-Colembo run, then extremely hush-hush being
run by that fine Australian concern, "Qantas Airways'™. It '
on which "Gantas' had stopped off at Cocos, and after “?st*“
likely to be the last for gquite a time. The general impr
wasn't going to be a healthy place from then on. 7T

o
fojo™ h‘“
iast ~ the first time they had managed o find a ?eksei oT
lagoon. The distinguished passengers thoroughiy enjoved t ¥

athed naked in the glorious clear waters of the ?Z“GOﬁ, we had given them

the best lunch and coldest beer obtainable and they had been harmlessly bombed,
¥ rounded off their visit by taking them into the office whﬁ?@ one of ou
brighter boys canvassed them to the extent of a GLT cach, 5T eventu
ment in Colombo.

1t but

They left us with happy memories of thei 3
W it t he nics

gloomy outlook on our immediate Ffuture. We
with "Tejo' had been broken up and that they & :

did we trust them, and it was all hands to the shovel for - the next few days while
bigger and better holes made their appearance somewhat further away from the
office than our previcus shelters

"Tojo¥s™ reaction however was rather surprising.

noTe i?reguia? and infrequent and when they did appear it was
or north of the group, right away —“am our isiand. Although,
ing ceoconuts at them, there was : much we could do to retaliate
expected to be promptly wiped sut vhich they seomed

the greatest caution. ALl very puzzli

Cable § Wireless Mess was
and grsaat was the competition
for Sunday wmorning., The idea
catch something really big but alsc to come bach

before lunch time, to have it weighed and measured before an adm
and 1o be able to talk about it all during lunch to an audience i i

tess and less admiring. But of course it was the gigantic monsters which got
away which provided most of the fishing conversation. 'Wouldn't ik oy

ruddy heart' was the invariab?e &
enthusiast's stories, so 'break y
misfortunes small and Earges at (i
time and the Mess Room shook with

strengthened aﬁd lubricated. We we
d?ﬁy officers {Bill May d%@ %@ﬂ“y

ved on another island,
were able te pass a lot of
the benelit on Sundayvs.

We slso had a n
into the old
dodged from

most demoor:

We were &
a*? cers and I
epresented by

atic




was high and there was seidom a dull moment. Some cric Rct gear arrived and
this started a great hoom in the game. The Indian soldiers joined in this and
inter~isiand matches were arranged and played witi enaormous kKeenness,  Soccer
was always popular ~ most of our staff were a bit too old for this game but
we had one beefy young exponent {Peter Wolfej. He was much of an age 1*% the
navy boys, who were mostly keen soccer fans., Thelr gres ambition was to beat
the Cocos Malays, who play guite a high standard, bua t%ev never succeeded in this,
Sailing races, using the LGLOS "Mukong'™ or sailing canoe, were most popular and
for those few of us whoe had golf clubs, there was a comic little S-hole course
Home Island. 7This golf course was a constant source of pleasure to me, not
only for the chance to hit a golf ball around again but alsc because 1 equally
enjoyed the sail over and back. I wondered how many golf courses there were in
the world to which one normally went by sailing boat,

o]

My usual golfing opponent was my old friend A. R. Elton Young, who
had been in the Fastern Extension Company for some vesrs, and was then employed
as Secretary to Mr, Clunies-Ross. It was & sad blow to us all when he died
suddenly of a heart attack in October 1943. He had been at Cocos for many years
and was most popular amongst the natives who felt his loss keenly.

The end of 1943 found us much more confident than we had been ning
months before. It was generally considered that the Japs by then had much too
much on their hands to be able to think of further southward expansion. They
still kept an eye on us but one had the impression that their recomnalssance
had become defensive, instead of offensive as previously. But "Tojo" gave us

one more nasty moment before my year was up. Our relief ship was due, the first
for four months and we were excited at the prospect of mall and fresh food.
Her E.T.A. was 0800 hours, but by 10G0 hours tn@r: was still no sign of *%c
“"Sonavati't., Ko ”§0ﬂuv1*‘* but there was the ilia e

i1

cngines, sometimes sounding loud and close
continuous roar of the surf. 1 nbe

Island were worried by the surf wﬁa? thev 11
bombers whe spread death and destruction &MGﬁ6q+
more aggressive we too would have undoubt
constant worry. But this time we reall
If the ship was just over the horizon ine

from the north as they did, and they had either ‘
rainforcements to make certain that she would be sunk., 3
signals to the Admiral at Colombe and then there was no

but to wait, We had had lots ,
iust & hit harder than usual. It wasn’ unti
that the “Sonavati' had turned ba
maet some submarines and dropped
ought to get scme move on board
S50 once again "Tojo" was out of lu *_
time thev would have found her snugly at

zeeper
ﬁci%(}{,ﬁ

And so we kep
and al: the while the

that were helping to pls stor
Commander-in-Chief, Ea' -, the
*oin against Japan.
for 'O day? in

Loss Gf

3 iter the Comp:
escaped dan , Dut that ty after
hope, will be recorded by mine,



Note: Staff at Cocos at this time were:

Manager: Tufty Baker
fngineer: Frank McCay
Watch Engingers: J?u“c @uf=eY1aaé

Brax Horrocks
Gutside Fugineer: "Ylhum" Chumley

PSYINEY" /" EMDEN" BATTLE

¢ & Wireless for a copy of the

ff Birks of Adelaide. Fortunately
of & copy in English and anocther

bock te our historical archives

Following our v

bec“ Mhvesha®, this ?OG&'

able § Wireless have ai

gne in German and
Czble & Wircless
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THAn Cruiser imaen in twe cutters and a steam launch
iess stations on Drection Island, the most northerly
the Indian Ccean.

9, 1914, & landing party under
2

The Emden had been detached from von Spee’s South Pacific squadron

to act as a commerce raider in Indian waters.

After three successful months she now approached the destruction of
the instatlztions on (ocos Keeling.
tors on Directicn Island managed to get
Vucke's landing party were actually
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L
out the massa

entering the 111l

up by an Australian comnvoy within 535
ched to answer the call.

2 & the Germans were blowing up the w%reiess mast and cutting
the cables, the Sydney was fearing south, and by 9. a.m. was within sight of

the isiand.

iled her landing party to veturn, and the
ow hastened out o ?ogszn her, the German
horage 2t & speed of 17 knots,

stean
crulser was already

fhe action |
A¥ter the survender %f
iziand to deal with
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Gt von was no trace.
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Cast upon a remote and unfriendly island and faced with the imminent
arrival of their cnemies, they had perhaps a single afternoon in which o make
thelr getaway. It was fortunate for them that the instrument of escape was
ciose at hand - in the anchorage lay a small, white topsall schooner, which they
had intended to destroy, but had not in the scurry of their recall to the Emden.

She was the 90ft long schooner Avesha, launched in 1507 at Stonchouse,

Plymouth, from a small shipyvard towards the bottom of Cremyll-street - midway between
bl 3 3 :

Admiral's Hard and the upper curve of Western King's.

There Fred Hawke and his brother bDullt wooden trawlers, baryes, and
ketches, and did repairs te coasting craft.

In 1906-7 they built as a speculation a wooden three-masted schooner

of 123 tons with square topsail yards on the fore. By this date the small sailing

ship was already becoming something of an anomaly, and the new schooner remained
for some months without a buyer.

At this point there arrived in Plymouth Mr. J. Clunies Ross, from
Cocos Island, in his own brig with a Malay crew. Mr. Clunies Ross was the
proprietor of the Cocos Keeling group, with which his family had been long
associated, and was popularly known as the "King of the Cocos Islands'. He was
in England to buy a new ship to carry his copra from Cocos to Batavia,

Mr. Ross saw the Hawke's schooner, decided that she was suitable to
his purpose and bought her. He named her Ayesha, after the favourite daughter
the prophet Mohammed {or was it because of Rider Haggard®s book of that name
published in 19057)

& figurehead was specially carved to represent z lady in Eastern
costume,

A T : e e o f
AT mInoyY alteration
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£ s to
was towed ouft of Millbay Docks behind the

icearn.

The tug took the schooner out to the Eddystone and then the long
voyage under sail began.

On her ocezn voyage the Aveshz was commanded by Capt. Cundy, of
Poiruan, an experienced master in the Newfoundland trade.

Capt, Cundy had accepted the appointment on c034’*50r that he couid
bring his wife with him. Mrs. Cundy had already made the Newfoundiand voyage
under sail in the winter time, ss a trip to the East in 2 VCSSGE some 90ft.

iong held no terrors for her.

in compand of a
is still

(a Cundy was later

.
[

War, but today, at &7, %
Gt

' aik about he

2cnll the storm which drove the
fine weather
the South Afyicas

gchoone

her husk
T the ftrade

LouET,

damiage so as 1o

The Avesha reached Cocos four months after leaving Plymouth - four
morths on salt and tinned meat.




During this time Mrs. Cunay ilearngd to take her trick at the wheesl.
late one afternoon they sighted the islands, hove-to for the night, and in

the morning Mr. Ross came out to welcome his new ship and to pilet her through
the reefs,

Capt. and Mrs. Cundy remained on {ocCos for nearly three vears, taking
the Avesha to Batavia every three months with a cargo of copra, and returning
with rice and other stores,

A daughter was born on the island to Mrs. Cundy and was named Phyilis
Ayeshz after the ship.

The
Fngland after
a Malay crew. In Eg G
leaving the Avesha at |

Avesha out from Plymouth returned to

and thersafter Capt. Cundy sailed with

farewell to thelr tropical home, and
Eagland by mail boat.

Sach was the Ayeﬁ va which lay ready for von Mucke's escape, small,
but perfectly capable of long OCEan [ASSAZEs.

When von Mucke announced his intention of leaving the island in her,
English officials at the cable station tried to dissuade him by tatiﬁg that
Avesha was "old and rotten', but when they reslised his determination to sail her
away they helped him with BTGW’Siaﬁg and suppliies.

the filibustering ship sitood out in
of the tropical sunset, she might hav
Robert Louis Stevenson®s books, and
of her sails as she cleared the enty

In . ks o1t Y uoke much
the alleged unseawort iittle schooner; but as she had been launched
only seven vears bef hle builder, and as she had passed her latest
MATC =
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Licyd’s survey at Ba
understand.

For three weéeks the Avesha with 49 men on board - she had come from
Fnoland with a crew of five - sailed in the divection of the Dutch Hast Indies,

Several times she

i

mLKJ

of the

the Jerman 5.3, ifﬁm Sing.
The Avesha®s {1 $G?L%C§u a were removed as

vored in the schooner's hull, and she sank,
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at Coces Island in the
ight t Len Thorndike was a
?elegrapﬁlst on H.M;A.S, Syéaay‘a&& took pa in th% epic battle, He recalls
that Len told the story that a Cerman sgezi passed through the bridge of the
Sydney and fortunately did not explcde. If it ﬁié it would have been a far

ifferent result. Len may have related the battle to other veterang, and any
stories they could provide would be of value to ais torians, and of course,
interest to fellow veterans,

EXTERCT FROM AN ARTICLE WRYTTEN BY “0POLALEY IH PA ACTFIC TSLANDS MONTHLY - APRIL 1966

Long Time No See

It was only in February I was writing of the gie&gu?e that came my
way when old-time New Cuinea residents dron pped Ing a noggin {or sometimes
a cuppa) and a good old varn about who and where Lhmﬁ were Came then a
few days ago z welcome trio led first by a man, sun-tanne reken-nosed and
dead-pan expression. He called me by name and shook vaved him to a
seat and hunted the halls of my memory. And then the penny cropped....Ted Bishton!
More sun~-tanned than ever he had been in New fuines {it looked like the tan of
Surfer's Paradise}. Then followed his charming wife, with Mrs, Harry Dodd, and
the party was on.

%

n te the Queensliand Gold

True, not long before their visit they had be o
um torians whoe were
o o

Coast, where they were surprised at the number of old =
moving into that avea from other parts of Australia. T
so extensively that suggestions had heen ﬁgé

Guinea Women's Club. Perhaps the name “Para

313%; Was growing
“-shoot of the New
se' has g ce ?ﬁazn influence somewhere!

ri
g ¢

S ong of the ?@ﬁﬁéf? of the Rabaul Amalgamated
Wirelessz of %aﬁa?ag 2 staif hefore it became Overses: i sunications, There
was Jimmy Twycross, Jack Alla B, 71 ~a43ﬁV” ﬁ&?ﬁ%@% and "Bish”, He
aione remains,

ﬁggcﬁ‘

The AWA
£ r non-pfficigl,

classification o

With them rested the secret
their lips were sealed. After hours
down his resistance and eager to obtai
form of the favourite of the
regulation about mining - the
really couldn't say™, And v
the cork in the whisky bot

aevy wers

They had certain privileges these
ntey valuable

permitted to have interests sutside their 3
plantation properties when the Expro-hoard

I met a mumber of them 4 few days _ istma were zll
quarantined in =z ha&%e at Namanula, Rabanl. Messles hg roRen out in Rabaul
and everyone leaving the town had to spend t4d i b
become a Yolean @k‘ﬁ“g
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Quarantine was anything but monotonous in that house with those
companions - a happy crowd of key-punchers about to spring off to all parts
cf the Territory. Unfortunately I was transferred to another bungalow after
a few days and....well I blotted my copy-book by breaking quarantine. But
that is another story,

"Bish" was in Kieta in 1921 when I arrived there on Expro-Board
business. And the other day we spoke of the crowd there at the time. There
was the Kiap, Harry Cardew, who was later to become the Territory's first
Protector of Natives and later Commissioner for Native Affairs. He was the
father of Dick Cardew, one of the herces of the "I force in World War I1.

There was Medical Officer Carlov and I do believe that it was the
interesting work he met up with there that influenced him into becoming one
of the foremost tropical diagnosticians in Sydney - if not in Australia. Then
there was Mrs. Muriel Peterson, staying with the Cardews on a visit from Faisi,
where she had been staying with Clare Scott, As a result of Murielfs visit
to Kieta in 1921 her hubby, Charlie, joined the Expro-Board staff, managed
Massawa for several years, successfully tendered for Guntershoehe Plantation,
where he had a tragic death....

¥Where are we getting to? We started off with Ted Bishton and now we
are burbling on about Chariie Peterson!

Randall & Co. have advised the following timetable of retirement

B e T I:T & Ered
"INVESTING ON RETIREMENTT

SCHEDULE OF RETIREMENT SEMINARS

1887
SYDREY HMELBOURNE
23rd February dnd March
fth May 1ith May

Svdney [






