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Unce again the only nomination received within the prescribed tine
for the position of General Secretary of the Veterans' Association of Australia
was from Charles Carthew, Charles has held this important office since its

ton and has also carried out the duties of Secretary of the Victorian
Assooiation since the inauguration of the Veterans' Assoclations in 1958,
Charies has kept regular contact, and liaised with State Associations snd our
numerous overseas kindred bodies. In addition he has also kept personal contact
with & number of overseas ploneers.

The nomination will be considered at the next Annual Genersl Meeting
of all States' Associations and once again there is no doubt that confirmation
will be fomally approved,
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EXPRESSLON OF THANKS
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cretary, Charles Carthew, wishes to express through ocur Newsletter
thanks to 0.T.C.{A) for kind courtesics and helpful co-ocneration,
o the General Manager, Bill Schaidt, and Commission Management
I ting usc of OTC property and facilities for functicns and for recin-
rocal ropresentation at OTVA{A] reunions and for the assistance given to t

printing and distvibution of cur Newsletter both in Australia and ocverseas,
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On behalf of all Veterans' Associations throughout Australia the
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{Australia} 1s also grateful to the B :
vies Retived Officers Society - Marconi Trans-Oceanic Guild
wda) Guarter Century Club ... U.K. Marconi-Operators Society
Pioneers of America ... Cable § Wireless Lid. London
complimentary malling lists.
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ce of ploneer veterans, to converse with then and, more especislly
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Before 1947 cable and radio personnel were competitive in
approach and really wertds apart but the merger altered all that and
hrought ahout o welcome change and with it the guide-lines of good
feflowship extant today under CGUT.V.A. auspices.

in all walks of 1i ¢ personalities stand out and among overseas
telecommunicators we remember colleszgues who excelled on the morse key,
had rhythm and speed on the kleinsmith, uncanny at reading indistinct
cable tape and, overall, could adapt to any emergency; each one in his
own field contributing to Service esprit-de-corps.

Looking back cver the years and making allowance for humour
and pathos, inseparable from every day life, overseas telecommunicators
have a distinct history of thelr own not in any way confined but
spread world wide and for that should feel justifiably proud.

VICTORTAN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 23rd Annual General Meeting of the Victorian Association
will be held on Friday, 30th May, 1980 commencing at 5.30 pm. With the
kind permissicon of OTC Management it will once again be held at the usual
venue, the Amenities Room of OTC House, 382 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne.
Charles Carthew has OTCVA badges available at $1. Interstate visitors
are welcome hut an approach beforehand to Charles Carthew, 7 Lantana Strect,
Clayton, 3168 or telephone Melbourne 544 2514 would be appreciated.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN WINTER MEETING

The winter meeting of the South Australian Association will
he held at the Public Service Club, 73 Wakefield Street, Adelaide on
Thursday, May 22, 1980, commencing at 7.30 pm. Visitors are welcome.
Contact President Brax Horrocks on Adelaide telephone 71 7524 or
Secretary Bert Dudley on telephone 228 2867,

QUEENSLAND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Queensland Association will be holding their 5th Annual
General Meeting on Wednesday 7th May, commencing at noon. The venue
iz Jim Banks' office, OTC, 380 Queen Street, Brisbane. Members and
visitors from other states would be most welcome. Just contact Jim
on 221 6250, STD code 07.

NEW SCUTH WALES ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The New South Wales Association will be holding their Annual
General Meeting on Friday Ind May 1986, commencing at 6 pm. The venue
being the OTC Staff Cafeteria in Hosking Place, which is immediately
penind the OTC building, 32 Martin Place. Overseas and Interstate
Veterans wolcome, Contact is Gordon Cupit, telephone 230 58440,




CANADIAN MEETING

The Annual Mecting of the Canadian Quarter Century Club wus held
on the 19th April in the Hotel Vancouver. At going to press a report had
not heen received,

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The WA Association held their 5th Annual General Meeting in the
Imperial Hotel, Wellington Street, Perth, on the 28th November, 1579,
These in attendance were:

Norm Gdgers, Fred James, Ron Fisher, "Trig" Trigwell, Paul Cooper,
Jack Thomas, Harold Burdett, Gerry Tacey, Jim G‘ Toole, Jaek Whittaker,
Tom Bryant, Dick Christoffersen, Des Walker, Ron Cocker, Brian Morrell,
Les Owen, Doug Lancaster, Ron Airey, Dick Hickinbotham.

With 19 in attendance, including 2 visitors from OTVA (NSW),
namely, Dick Christoffersen and Jack Whittaker, fellowship got under way
soon after 1700, The Anmual General Meeting saw the election of Fred James,
enjoying retirement and tripping around the werld, making time to take
on the onerous duties of President. The "UN-ONEROUS"™ DUTIES of Honorary
Secretary/Treasurer, were quickly snapped up by Brian Morrell, just ia case
someone else jumped in and grabbed the "PLUMS', The need for other "office
bearers” was guickly dismissed, especislly that of Auditor - he wants to know
too much!

Apolcgies for non-attendance were received from the General
Manager, OTC(A}, MR BILL SCHMIDT, conveved to us personally by Dick
Christoffersen. Other apologies were: Arthur Black, Frank McCay,
Charles Carthew, Pat Gray, Pat Sykes, and we were disappointed at not
hearing from Des Else and Fred McNulty (or seeing them in person of course!l )

Although donations from ABSENT FRIENDS were "down' this year, it
didn't seem to deter the "amber fluid" consumers - even noticed couple
of chaps hopping into jugs of squash - cost-wise there is very little

difference these days!

To mark the retirement of our Inaugural President, Geoff Warner,
d smell token of esteem was conveyed to him by Jack Whit taker, on gur hehalfl,

and ard was sent to Ms Sykes who has been experiencing Jnaiffer nt health

of A card with signatures was prepared for despatch to Frank McCay,
who with Arthur Black, is one of our Stalwarts who does NOT venture

out at ﬂigﬁ* The Hon Sec personally conveved the card to Frank during the
week following the 1979 GATHERING, znd he was thrilled with it.

During the meeting it was una riwoaaiv resolved that OTVA [(WA) support
the &GMLﬁut}Gﬂ of Charles Carthew to the position of General Secretary, OTVA
MISTRALIAY if/when he nominates,

i’ old young-ones" and younger "old-ones” were starting
$0 the curtain was drawn on cur 1979 CATHERING - one f

>, borne out by the fact that all joined in, and everyo




o
L 5]
L3 st
o et ]
e o
o bl
e i
- B Gy
o s
bk it
e
arond i
-

-
G
S0
<
e
P
L
i
e
Sod
i

O

wsd
P
o
-
et
; e
ot i
i >
o )
e e




L

Elits Smellic just back home from a trip overseas. Jack Curtis looked
in for thirty minutes or so before going along to the Lord Mayors

Dinner at the Town Hall. VPopular Bdgar Harcourt stayed the evening and
Jim Robinsen returned from the Manager's conference in Sydney in time to
meet everyone. It was the usual "family" get together and the ladies,
the young veterans and Ted Read at the bar by collective effort, helped
make the occasion a memorable one. Those attending were

C.F. Green, C.W. Carthew, G. Magnus, H.G. Lake, Jean Edwards
(nee Constable}, F. Patrick, Pearl Peat, U. Chambers, J. Curtis, J.R.
Hunter, Ted Lovell, Phil Little, A.K. Ross, V. Duignan, W. Ferguson,
L. Toley, L. Sheppard, E. Reed, Noreen Gosney, $. Silver, T. Smith,
Mervyn Fernando, M. Wilten, J. Birch, A. Thornton, {. Allisom,
K. Stockdale, W. Bentley, R.T. Roger, S. Bright, C. Benson,
R.B. Campbell, £, Smeliie, S, Bright, D. Humphries, .J. Robinson,
R. Lovett, A, Vagg, Merle Short, J. McGrory, G.J. Day, Max Fernando,
G. Russell, G. Campbell, R.L. Lane, C. Tancheff, A. MclLean, 5. Harvev,
J. Cooper, E. Turner, E. Harcourt and F. Ash.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ANNUAL REUNION

The South Australian Association held their Christmas meeting
on Zird November, 1579 at the Public Service Club, Adelaide. Present were
Graham Little, CLiff Birks, George Rowe, Jerrold Shaw, Ron Ward, Clauds
Whitford, Ken Springbett, Bert Dudley, Brax Horrocks, Ralph Matthews,

Norm McKay, Ceoff Cox, Harold Oates, Max Lang, Fred Reeve and Dick Fvans.

Apologies for absence wers veceived from Keith Cox, Eric Symes,
Keith Roberts, Charles Smith, Rocky Gordon, Keith Parker and Ken Collett.

We were very pleased to have a visitor from the Sydney Branch,
Fred Doolette, who made a special trip from New South Wales to be with
us, Fred of course was stationed at Adelaide for many years, and he knew
all present with the exception of the two wireless boys Max Lang and
Fred Reeve,

The Xmas meeting also being a General Meeting there was an
clection of officers and President Brax Horrocks and Secretary Bert
Dudiey were again re-elected.

Members were not only asked to sign the attendance book hut
asked to include their date of birth. 'This revealed that C1iff Birks,
Harold Gates and Longun Evans together with NSW visitor Fred Doolette
were all born in the last century. the oldest being Cliff Birks born
in 1830,

sociation held their Annual Reunion on 7th December,

Cafeteria. Wives were again invited and there was
166, President Philip Geeves with his good wife

the door which caused quite a holdup as a number
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of our members who closely follow his ABC radio programme wished to
congratulate him and find out about future programmes. As usual
members met up with old colleagues, and as a number of the wives have
served on outstations together, the noise level became very high.

Some of the ladies even went hoarse with too much talking. All in all
a great evening. It was good to see Murray Johnson down from Port
Macquarie celebrating his 90th birthday, Mrs Tiny Greenlees escorted
by Russ Welbourn, Mrs McAuley (sister of Charles Carthew) escorted

by Ted 0'Donnell, Les § Hilda Doubleday down from Rockhampton,

Thelma Guthrie, Harold § Sonia White {Harold's first function out

of harness), Joe Bugeya who was far from well but luckily able to make
the effort; and official guests Bob & Mrs Somervaille and Ron &

Mrs Turnbull. Those in attendance were:

Margaret Dobson, Betty & Bill Chant, Derek Jolly, Keith Burbury,
Ruby § Gordon Cupit, Frank White, Joe Hawkins, Joe Patiniott, Roy Doohan,
Bev § Gray MacDonald, Des Woods, Audrey Keenan, Cecile & Doug Lloyd,
Harry Cook, Percy Day, George Schultz, Leone § Philip Geeves,
Yvonne § Matt Jobson, Don Montgomery, Mary & Ceorge Maltby, Fred Keen,
Maisie & Cyril Vahtrick, Jack Burgess, Lydia § Joe Bugeya, Biil Jenvey,
Eileen Haran, Nell Donoghue, Addie § John Lee, Elsie Thornley, Stan
Ellis, Bill Luke, Erica § Edgar Harcourt, Loma & Keith Oxley, Betty §
Mick Wood, Bert Waugh, Vere & Gareth Thompson, Jack & Mrs Cresswick,
Dorothy & Norm Harris, John Creswick, Norma & John Newlyn, Barry
Stockbridge, Len Vella, Roy & Mrs Tully, Charlie Swinney, Audrey §
Jack Sheath, Kath § Harry Stone, Molly Condon, Marg & Ron Winders,
Molly & Charles Raecke, Arch Barrie, Margaret § Charles Hurndell,
Doreen & John Edwards, Derek Hallam, Phoeche & Bill Day, Evelyn §
Bernie White, Jovece §& Geoff Warner, Hilda & Les Doubleday, Bill Sanders,
Ted Bishton, Jack Chant, Orm Cooper, Evelyn & Jack Davis, Bette
Greenlees, Keith Burbury, Rus Welbourn, Frank White, Joyce & Jim
Anderson, Joe Patiniott, Kath Morgan, Len Rourke, Rit & John Beecham,
Ted O'Donnell, Grace § Brian Darragh, Mrs A, McAuley, Ron & Mrs Turnbuli,
Murray Johnson, Peter Seaton, Doug Temperley, Helen § Phil Hay,
Roy Branson, Ramona & Bill Brown, John Maurer, Tom Hughes, Norma &
Ron Smith, Lil § Ray Stewart, Joan & Ray Baty, Thelma Guthrie, Jim Shore,
Agnes-Mary & Reg Towner, Dick Christoffersen, Jean & Jack Whittaker,
Ciaude Pickford, Betty & Sandilands, Bob § Mrs Imrie, Alf Culloden,
John Lennon, Ina § Bob Somervaille, Marie Casey, Mary & Tony Ebert,
Sonia § Harold White, Esma § Cec Watson, Hazel § Joe Collister,
Jack Hansson, Ena & Bruce Collett, Ailien § Lyle Gowanlock,
[sa & Wilf O'Donnell, Dallas § John Davies, Lyl & John Hodgson,
Tom Heatley, Betty & John Toland, Lesley & Keith Bondfield,

NEW ZEALAND REUNION

The annual Meeting and Reunion of the Auckland Veteran
Cablemens® Association was held ina the rooms of the N.Z. Netherlands
Society on Friday 30th November 1979 at 3 30 pm.
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U Atkins, RUFLV. Carter, T.B. Condon, W, Cralg, L.H. bavison,
G Dvetts, .. Fox, L. Gladding, M.H.S. Greenwcod, H.N, Jacobs,
C. Michaels, A,G. Miller, A.B. Mortensen, L. Sedman, F.C. Studman,
H.B. Sutherland, J.J, Potter, R.T. Martin, P, Cowlishaw,
C

L. Erson, K.J. Healy, C. Nielsen, J. Walker, D.C. Baker,

Present:

All office bearers were unanimousiy re-elected and news and
recollections of past incidents were exchanged over liquid refreshments
and a tasty meal provided by the ladies.

BOWLS

Sydney Veterans are Invited to a mixed bowls day to be held at
Bankstown on 8th June 1980. Those interested should contact Joe Collister
{telephone 230 5722).

ILL. AND DISABLED

The following members are or have been sick in recent months and
to these we wish complete and speedy recoveries. Our communications are
relatively good and we hear most news good and bad but to those who
have been i1l and not on the list we apologise for the omission and also
send them the same good wishes,

Hedley Tyler, Claude Dalley, George Wheeler, Dennis Humphries,
“u Brown, Jim Vasek, Claude Waite, Frank Dunsta 1, Jack McGrory,
111 Jeavey, Frank Mclay, Jim Taylor, Jack Cornish, Boug Batten, Eddy
Trezise, Ron Roger, Jim Davis.

HISTORICAL ITEMS

Historical material and odd museum items are coming in and to
those who have made the donations we say thank you. Since the last
Newsletter donations have been received from the following:

Alban Gregory, Rocky Gordon, Arthur Oliver , Tom Condon (N7},
Ron Smith, Fred Keen, Bob Scott (Canada), George Rowe.

T0 PASTURE (LUCKY GUYS)

MOREA MIA

Morea recently vetirved from the Papua New Guines PET Bepartment
after 54 years Tigging service., At a retirvement presentation the Secretary
for Public Utiiities, Mr Edoni, presented Mores with a beautiful wall clock.

To start his retirement Morea decided on a holiday in Sydnev and
whilst in Sydney was given the VIP treatment by OTC, the Paddington/
#ocvllahra RSL Club and Victoria Barracks.
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esteemed colleague commenced with AW.A. Ltd. Technical Service in
Melbourne December 1837 _.... transferrved OTC (A} 1946 and resigned
30th June, 1964 to take up duties with Siemens until retirement in
1977, Keith regularly attended veteran reunions,

JUE BUJEYA
As a result of a serious illness, Joe passed away in March

at the age of 71. Of Maltese nationality, he arrived in Australia in

1941 from Bygpt, where his family had lived for a couple of generations.

Soon after his arrival in Sydney, Joe was successful in gaining employment

with OGTC as an Assistant in the Sydney Operating Room. The majority of

his time in SOR, until his retirement in 1974 was in the position of

Storeman, where he maintained the essential stationery supplies and

was custodian of all tapes and hard copy.

e was well known by the Commission staff for his zctivities
at childrens picnics, where he ably entertained on his squeeze~box.
Always of an extremely happy-go-lucky and friendly nature, he was very
popular amongst his workmates.

In retirement, Joe played at the Hero of Waterloo Hotel on the
Rocks each evening and had a lot of pleasure out of punting, He will be

missed by all his colieagues.

FoS. SUTHERLAKD

Like so many of our cable members, Fahian joined the Eastern
Extension Australasian and China Telegraph company at Adelaide in 1924.
in 1927, still at Adelaide, he became telegraphist and technician.

Following this, he went to Cottesloe {W.A.) as technician
engaged on the installation and maintenance of submarine cable, high
and low speed equipment.

From 1934 to 1935 he spent his whole time at the London
Cable-Wircless training school studying advamced skills of location of
breaks end faults in submarine cables and on the newer techniques on
equipment., As well he was for a few months at Porthcurno (Eng.) Cable
Statlon gathering operational experience in a large cable station.

In 1836 he was back in Adelaide awaiting transport to Fanning
istand. While on Fanning, technical and watchkeeping, he had the
pleasure of Ea nching with General Paton and his charming wife, when
they visited the island aboard their luxurious vacht.

Next was Suva, 1938-1940, technical and watchkeeping, plus

pervisory dutie i?en followed & spell 4t Darwin from 1940 untii

Si1 M
the station and the town were bombed out hy the Japanese in 1942,

bian was the Cable Officer on duty in Darwin when the
Japanese overrvan va and said goodbve to Jeck Henderson in Batavia when
the cable closed down. Their final conversation was one of the highlights
on 4 radic broadcast some years later on the subiect of the over-land
telograph lins,

.




o
=9

N :’\}

¢

- 10 -

Then followed various terms from 1942, supervisory and technical
at Southport, Suva, and again Southport until 1951.

He transferred to Fanning staying until 1953 as Manager then
flew back to Sydney over the Pacific. He was at Sydney 1953-1954 on
supervisory technical and traffic, TED and TOC duties before going
to Fanning for another stint until 1957. Returning to Sydney he
travelled via U,K. visiting C. and W. on the way.

During the period at Sydney 1958 to 1965 he was supervisor,
assistant traffic superintendent, VDU (KbU) and from 1965 until 1969
was traffic superintendent associated with the introduction of computer
techniques applied to traffic handling.

In 1969, Fabian suffered a stroke from which he recovered
but he did not resume duties.

He retired to Southport in 1970,

JIM VASEK
In early April Jim passed away at the age of 75. He
ieft the Cable Service some 30 years ago, after having served
in the Pacific Cable Service for 29 years. Jim has always been
a4 keen veteran and missed very few of our functions, A very popular
character, he will be missed by all his colleagues.

From New Zealand the sad news of the passing of Bob Marchant
M_R. (May) Anderson, Bruce Giles and H.C.C. (Snow} Bradnam - from the
5.K. the death of Dan Griffin who suffered a fatal stroke whilst
playing goif.

Qur sympathy goes to Bill Bearup, Pat Sykes, Amour McCollum
and Alan Gourlie on the loss of their life partners.
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RETIREMENT SEMINARS

Brian Randall & Co. advise that they will be holding a
seminar in Sydney on Monday, 9th June, 1980, the subject being
"Investment on Retirement”, The venue is the Science Centre, 35
Clarence Street, Sydney (the bridge end of Clarence Street) and the
time 7 pm to 10 pm. Tt is completely free and supper is provided.
Members who wish to attend should ring Mr Cornell on Sydney 27 6043,

In Melbourne this Company will be holding seminars in May and
July (dates to be set) and further information can be obtained by
telephoning Melbourne 62 0611,

CYRIL URQUHART

As a result of our request in the last Newsletter for information
on Cyril Urquhart, we are indebted to "Blue" Easterling for the
following story on Cyril. The information for his article was gleaned
from a number of sources, such as '"The Pacific Islands Monthly",
"Front Line Airline", "Qantas At War", "Australia in the War', "The
Coast Watchers' and to personal accounts from Philip Geeves, Ken Stone,
Bill Luke, Percy Day and the late Tommy Weekes, Clive Northam and
Alan Hooper.

It is just on ZI years since Cyril retired from the C.R.S.
at La Perouse. We never saw him again. There was talk of his being in
a nursing home a few years later, but he had broken all contact. He was
always a shy and self-effacing man and very much a "loner'. His only
known relative in Western Australia has asked after him, so if any
reader has anything definite please contact Gordon Cupit.

La Perouse staff of the 1950s will recall Cyril making his
way up the hill from the tram stop and along the bush track to the
station. He must have known every wildflower and blade of grass.
Everyone knew the short, tubby figure and the cherubic countenance.
Summer and winter, rain or shine he always wore a grey double breasted
suit and a wide brimmed hat. On the midnight shifts he would change
into oid army denims, predating the "jean" brigade by 30 years. One
of the most "unflappable” men the station has every known.

Born at Armadale Victoria in 1894 Cyril was in Telecommunications
for at least 42 years. The late Allan Hooper once told us that Cyril had
been in the Naval Landing Party that seized the old German radic station
a4t Bita Paka (Rabaul) only a month after the start of World War 1.

This however, was not his first taste of New Guinea; as a boy he had
lived at Madang (then FriedrichWillemshafen) where his father was
emploved.

His name first came onto the hooks in June 1917 when he was
appointed to the C.R.S, at Esperance Radic. Cvril stayed in the West
for 7 years at Broowe, Wyndham and Perth Radios. In 1925 he was one of
a group of technicians and operators sent to England to be trained
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in Beam Wireless techniques. (When the course ended they were given a
dinner at the Waldorf Hotel by the General Manager on Ind Jamuary 1926
helieve it or not.}

After returning from the U K. Cvrii was posted to Brisbane
fadio for a few months and then was with the Marine staff femporarily.
fle took up Beam duties and in December 1929 was transferred to Suva
and the books show that he was 0IC of Tavu Tavu 1931-32. In April
of that year he came back to La Perouse; whether on Beam or C.R.S.
work is not known, but after a few months he was away on relieving
duty at Thursday Island and Rabaul, fetching up at Aitape in
November,

Cyril spent three years there and then took a long leave
up east', sailing on the "Friderun" from Altape direct to Hong Kong,
trans-shipped to visit Canton, Saigon, Cambodiz {inciuding a visit
to Ankor-Wat) and home via North Borneo, Manila, Salamaua, Rabaul’
and Sydney, He was soon back in New Guinea; relieving at Kieta for
9 months, a month at Manus and then Madang where he arrived on
Armistice Day 1936, Here he remained for five years, apparently |
his longest up to that time. :

Then, as now, it was a beautiful place; the "Jewel of
the Pagcific', perched on a peninsula surrounded by two splendid
harbours and liberally sprinkled with parks, ponds and waterways
The warm wet climate and fertile soil lcads to luxuriant growth.
Many of the rain trees planted by the Germans still survive,
shading the gently curving crushed coral roads.

When the Germans settied it in 1884 it must have been z
malarial heli-hole, By 1904 they had drained the swamps and created
the present ponds and gardens. Australia took it over after the
capture of Rabaul,.

Cyril lived in one of the German-built houses. It was
wihite-anted, somewhat risky for a man of his build [he topped 17
stone at one time). He had a punching bag set up under the house
and would heat away at this each morning before racing off to his
first vadio schedule, often still in his pyjamas. Head Office was
& long way away and life pretty carefrece in those far off days.

The station was the usual corrugated iron shed on & concrete

unlined walls but with a ceiling; (this to stop the hornets?

s falling on to the cperatori; and double doors at the hack with
the enpgine voom a short distance away. All the radio gear together
with two smaller engines {a Moffar Virtue and a Chapman Pup} were in
the main shack., With great patlence he taught some of the "bois”

to copy morse straight onto & typewriter even though they could not
speak Engiish., (I've heard of this being done in Africa by the =

Americans during World War Z.) Iancidentally, the staticn survived




the tremendous batterings of the Japanese, Americans, Australians and
returning scroungers.  PET used it for a while, bullet holes and all.
A school now occuples the site

The old Island Radic Service staff certainly earned their
Thay were a special breed, able to stand the climate and the
s {Uyril had elephantissisg), able to handle native labour
an a?t iﬁ itself), do sales and service work, all the maintemance and
paperwork as well as the radio operating. Madang kept regular
LﬁLLdE@% with Rabaul and in and out traffic; some for hand delivery
around the town and some for radiophone delivery to the outposts,
his was quite the normal; you name it and they could do it. They were
adaptable and they could Improvise. Their various abilities and strong
sense of duty came to the fore when War came to the Islands in 1942,
Sticking to thelr pests until the very last, they then used their
considerable skills and experience to help in the hair-raising escapes
and planned evacustions that followed the Japanese air attacks and
INVASIONS
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Pearl Harbour, the Philippines and Malava were Simultaéeou91y
attacked by Japancse aircraft on 7th December 1941 and within a few days
their reconnaissence planes were examining Rabaul and the other towns
and in New Britain, New Ireland and New Guinea. For some
time previo U%if the Govermment had been encouraging the unobtrusive

and children and on 12th December this became compulsory
and by the end of the menth some 600 had been taken out.

Cuinea Volunteer Rifles had a detachment
radic link to an army station at Bulwa

1 had 2 link to Habaul and Cyril manned
with Rabaul Radioc. From 4th January 1942

Russell.
?%9 Adminis

under

nEar

cirouit
was gttacked almost daily, on occasion several times
the same day.  About 18th 3 message was received by the NGVR from

the
onwards

aafiﬁzng a probably seaborne landing; this proved incorrect and
Madang people sat tight, waiting.

Gn 20th January Rabaul had its heaviest raid; bombers, fighters

and bers gave the towna wmurderous pasting. ‘The presence of
the 1 ers and dive bombers indicated an aircraft carrier in the area,
giving some justification to the army repoert of i8th.

The next day (21st) Madang was attacked, along with Kavieng,
i s Lae and Bulelo. Rabaul ?déiO“d warnings to these
Salamaus did not receive any of them and some 50 Japanese

took a heavy toll of aircraft and property.

Freund {Lutheran) was at the mission on Rooke Island
uly 1946} he wrote about these raids in !

o warn Lae and Salamsua,
re oniy routine calls that
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"While Chambers was acknowledging his call, 1 suddenly
heard Urguhart coming with great speed on the key on the emergency
wavelength, and he did not acknowledge Chambers® reply. It was not nard
to guess what was happening. Madang was also being attacked.

"And, during the whole attack, while bombs were bursting
around the radic shack, while the big, new Customs shed was shattered
and Carpenter's copra shed with thousands of tons of copra became
a mammoth bonfire, Urquhart stuck te his post.

"For a few days there was no sign of VIV (Madang Radio) so
Pursehouse (at Finschafen) Chambers (Emirau) and I formed a littie
group and kept up contact. But within a few days VIV suddenly came
on again. Urquhart had put his main set out of action and set up his
emergency set at Wagol Plantation across the harbour.

"With panic and flight all around him, Urquhart deserves
high praise for his coolness and faithfulness to those who might need
his services.

vgvidently, the Japs also took note of the fact that VIV
was again on the air and decided that Madang had not yet had enough,
so they came and bombed the deserted, battered town again.

"On January 27 we established contact with VIG (Port Moresby)
and our faithful friend Urquhart was withdrawn. Two and a half years
jater, on the Sydney to Brisbane express, I met him again. Neediess
to say, we re-lived many of the incidents of those stirring days
in early 1842.7%

Cyril's own account was very modest. He wrote it in the
third person, saying little about the bombing or the huge copra fire
{copra is 70-80% oil and very hard to extinguish when fire takes hold.)
After the raid he left town and spent the night at Modilon Plantation
{near the present Cable Station area) and went back into the town
next morning, (22nd}.

Rabaul was silent. The Japanese had invaded during the
night. lHelped by Sgt. Russell and the NGVR, Cyril put ViV out of
action. Ile collected his 3B teleradio, batteries and charging engine.
From W.R. Carpenters' he took a two-valve short wave receiver -
regenerative with plug-in coils, [t was made by Eddystone Co. in
England for people on lonely plantations and ran from dry batteries.
0Old rimers wili know how sensitive these could be, and how selective
when away from a transmitter. He also collected his home-made
standby morse transmitter. This is another one that the old-timers
knew all about. It is essentially & triede in a Hartley circuit working
straight into the aerial.

The valve was heated by a 6v battery which alsc powered
a Ford coil for the high-tension plate voltage. The new generation
might well gquery why the whole shebang didn't blow up; the Ford
coils give a half-inch spark at several thousand volts. However
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they did not; maybe the practice of replacing the breaker points with
filed-down threepenny bits may have slowed the trembler and iowered the
voltige? The real fuct is that they did work and the old hands in the
T.R.5. used them for point-to-point circuits when the main transmittoer
was inoperative. Present day Radio Inspectors would have a fit. Come
te think of it, small wonder that the RIs in those days didn't have
fits too. The idea was to tune in the station you wanted,

then hold the key down and tune the transmitter to net with it,

After wrecking the cquipment, Cyril tallied all the stationery
and stores and destroved them. In his report to ALW.A. he accounted
for everything and was almost apologetic for having to treat Company
property in such a rude manner. Wagol Plantation (across the harbour)
wias considered safer than the town and that is where he set up the 3B
and came back on the air after a few days before the civilians were
evacuated. (The NGVR were in Madang for many months afterwards),

The Administration had a well planned evacuation route
southwards to Kainantu in the Central Highlands., It was about 75 miles
in a direct line but much longer by the tracks. There was no transport;
very hard going on foot for middle aged men whose constitution had been
sapped Dy years in the enervating climate and the tropical diseases,
However within a fortnight they had arrived at the "secret destination”
where the yvoung and fit were sent to report for military service. The
others had another walk of 130 miles ahead of them along the ranges
of Mount Hagen. For part of the trip Cvril had a horse and for part
of it he had to be carried, but he kept his daily {or rather, nightly)
skeds with Port Moresby and Thursday Island. Both Clive Northam and
tommy Weeks at Thursday Island recalled his transmissions and his
calisign URQ.

At Mount Hagen the Catholic Mission cared for the evacuces
and by the end of March there were 90 people waiting to be taken out.
Officialdom was not taking any action and Father Glover decided to go

Lo Australia and pleade their case,

He held an Advanced "A" class licence and had been flying
people out from the invaded beach-areas on the north coast to Ramu,
but eventually crashed his small aircraft there. Knowing that there
was a similar plane at Alexishafen he set off on foot accompanied
by @ mechanic. They got behind the Jap lines, found the plare,
patched it up, and fiew back to Mount Hagen,

50 Father Glover set off in April 1942 for Thursday Island.
His luck failed again and he was blown off course and ran out of fuel.
ile put the aircraft down on the south coast of Papua, and then by
cance, lugger and finally 2 wmotoer launch he made his way to Thursday
Island and from there to Melbourne., Here the "Guvmin® agreed to bring
the party out by air and GANTAS was given the job.

Two DHB6AS were chartered back from the RAAF and volunteers
were called for, Captains Sims, Denny and Nicholl with three radio
oificers and two engineers plus Father Glover and Tommy O'Dea
{Guinea Alrways} took VHUSC and VHUSE up to Horn Island after a
rush job of fitting long range fuel tanks and high altitude controls.

A




Tt was to be ne "hread run’. Radio silence, no en-route or
terminal weather reports, no fighter escort. The airstrip at Mount
flngen was only 3000 feet long and at an altitude of 7000 feet the
cwict load for n safe take-off would be a matter of trial and error.
The first trip in was very hairy. The peaks rise to 13000 feet with
an average of 12000 and they had to locate the “gap™ in the range that
ted into the valley and then to the strip. They ran into cloud and
had to dodge around it. The two aircraft were separated but they
found their way in. As the engines were shut off there was a mighty
cheer from the crowd on the strip.

They tried taking off with 7 passengers but due to softness
of the ground there were several close shaves. The problem was
solved in typical New Guinea fashion. The natives were started on
a "marching sing sing'., About 2000 of them came in and started it
off. Up and down they marched and sang. Up and down, up and
down, il day and all night. They sang the whole time. When some
became tired and began to complain of their legs, others took their
nlaces., All one had to do was to start them singing again and off
they would go, stamp, stamp, stamp.

AFter the night and the best part of the next day had
passed, Crme Denny decided that the strip could not be improved
further and the natives were let go. There was no payment. They
were happy; they had had their "sing sing”. The strip was now
hard and safe and no more scares on take-off.

The planes would leave Horn Island at 7 am, arrive Mount
Hagen 2t 10 am and leave again at noon. This brought them back to
Horn lsiand at 3 pm which was {hopefully) a bit too late in the day
for Japanese air raids, Cyril would alert Thursday Isiand when the
planes left by transmitting "blind™ a few coded letters.

18 flights werce made and only twice did the planes have to
turn back when the weather proved impessible. Flying conditions were
not always perfect; on one trip Captain Nicholls had his carburettors
ice up at 16000 feet along with his instruments. The DH went into a
spin but he was able to make a recovery as the plane fell through
warmer air and he went on to Mount Hagen & trifle shaken by his
experience.,

That first flight was made on 13th May and the last on 24th.
On Tuesday Z1st, while the Japanese were making what might well have
been the major air battle for supremacy over Port Moresby, these
civiiian pilots were sneaking their wood and fabric biplanes in
cver the ranges, unarmed, not knowing what enemy aircraft might be
in the area. All told thev brought out 78 persons; {(history does
not record what happened to the other 12); 45 troops, & doctor,
Administration officizls, planters, miners, businessmen and
employvee who worked the radio watch during the operations.”

Denny received a congratulatory telegram from
hanks from the Australian Government. No




cther recognition; certainly not the medal he deserved.

Cyril came out on the last flight. He crossed to Thursday
Island and went down to the station. Tommy Weeks the OIC had been to
school with him at Ringwood (Vic) but he gave no sign of recognition.
e said very little about the trip  When leaving he did ask about
an old school friend and then went on his way leaving behind a very
puzzled host,

AJW.A, sent him out to La Perouse after a short leave and in
QOctober {1942) he went to Rockbank for a "working rest-cure” and staved
there for about 18 months. Percy Day recalls his method of shooting
rabbits: '"While the rest of us were chasing up hill and down dale,
up and down the deep gullies, Cyril would take his rifle, his book
and his rug. He would settle down, wait for a rabbit to appear and
then BANG. Whereupon all the rabbits would disappear. Cyril would take
up his book and read for 15-20 minutes until an incautious rabbit would
show its head. BANG again. By the end of the day Cyril would have
bagged six or so rabbits without having moved far from his rug while
the rest of us were just about dead on our feet."

In August 1944 he was transferred to Townsville Radic; on the
train trip north he met Pastor Freund. This gentleman had temporarily
taken off his collar and gone to war; his part in the evacuation of
troops from New Britain with the "Harris Navy! is told in Commander
Feldt's "The {oast Watchers™,

Twe years later, in October 1946 with the war over, Uyrii
came back to La Percuse and stayed there for 13 vears until his
retirement on 2ist June 1959, He rarely spoke of the dark days of
1942, but he did once open a steel trunk and bring out his cne-valve
transmitter, carefully kept all those years. He would speak about
Madang and his great love for the town., The medicos had made 1ife
much easier by controlling his elephantiasis: even 30, his swollen
hand was an embarrassment and often he would hide it behind his back in
the presence of strangers. After his U.K. sojourn ke developed a
rich ultra-BBC type accent which he could use with shattering effect
o1 excited or abusive telephone callers.

Then he retired and just disappeared.

He did leave nhis steel trunk with Allan Hooper for safekeeping.
boes snyone know if Allan's widow, Ruth, is still alive? 1t is pessible
that she still has the trunk and the transmitter. Altheugh of no
pecuniary value 1t would be a worthwhile exhibit in a projected OTC museum
amd show just what could be done by skilled men with simple equipment.
Also, do any Victorian readers know of Tinv Ternes' widow or his children,
Who muy have his papers? He had a copy of Cyrii's report to AW.AL;
probably the only one in existence (after the fire in the AWA huilding
in 1056} and the chivist would greatly appreciate a photocopy.




I stiil chuckle when [ remcwber Cyril's coffee cup. A nice
squuat tittle blue cup with saucer {the rest of us slobs scorned su ?
refinoments) into which he would put his spoonful of Nescafo with
great care and then drink it off with relish.  But 3nnt§cr character
found that it suited him nicely as a shaving mug; when Cyril was
he drank his coffee from it, and when Lord John f”%? Oireland,

on he would shave from it. We all waited for the day when their
shifts would coincide, but curicusly, in a1l the yvears, they néver
Mot at shaving time anyway,

At 9.30 pm on the 21st January we in Sydney had the piezsurc
of viewing a 45 minute documentary featuring our President Philip
Geeves in his role of Historian., The film was outstanding not only
in the presentation but for the fine phet@graphy and of course Philip's
continual narrative. The subject took 1n Sydney's Admivalty House
and Kirribilli House; and Canberra's Prime Minister's lodge and the
Governor General's residence Yarra lumla., The commentary was first
clasgs in content and interest and done in & way that only Philip
Geeves could do. His voilce was so pleasant it could easily lulil
one into slumber but the historical and general interest content was
such that one did not even raise a vawn. Philip's smiling contenance
&ﬁncarcd on numerous cccasions; the highlights being his interview
Tammy Fraser, the handing over of credentials by the
Yugoslav Ambassador to the Governor (eneral and the finale, a garden

party on the lawns of raiumla with Philip as a guest. A
magnificent documentary and the only adverse comment that could
be made was the time slot. This will no doubt he rectified by a

number of repests and we trust that it is shown in other States,

Un the 27th March we zlso had the privilege of seeling
Philip featured in a one hour documentary entitled Dick Smith
Explorer. This documentary featured Dick Smith, the electronics king,
his family, Philip Geeves and a heilicopter. It was an historical
show revisiting places of importance connected with Captain
Cooks arrival in Sydney and the days of Governor Phillips. The content
and performance was excellent and up to the standard of the Stately
Homes show. Congratulations Philip.

Yeteran Hon Roger went motcring (with his dog as sole

on a four month irip round the top of Australia and,

was uniucky envugh to be bumped off the road into a

fast moving car coming up behind. Ron suffered four broken

his car a write off,
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Now who was that octogenarian veteran when reporting for duty at
Fiskville many years ago found himself held up at the entrance gate by the
station watch-dog snarling and not at all friendly: whereupon our colleague
reacted quickly by dropping both his dentures and growling back. Believe it
or not the dog turned tail and ran for safety!

One of our enthusiastic veteran "HAM" radic operators had
occasion te send away overseas for a replacement of a faulty part
and whilst the apparatus was out of order his good wife came up with
a brilliant idea "why not paint the house?” If he handled the brush
equally as well as handling the key then it sure must have proved =2
job well done!

Two Pacific Cable veterans Bill Craig and Jack Turnbull spent
a pleasant afterncon with Vi and Charles Carthew during the Xmas holiday
season. Bill Craig over from Auckland on a flying holiday. Nonagenarian
veteran Jack Turnbull brought Bill along in his car! Conversation never
flagged and many and varied were reminiscences recalled with emphasis
on the Vancouver and Scuthport cable station days not to mention
vanning [sland with its never ending and fascinating history. The visit
of Lord Jellico aboard H.M.S. New Zealand in 1919 and the tennis match
Ships'® Gfficers versus Fanning Island cable staff must have been an
excellent lost opportunity for the score card to be sutographed???
Juck Turnbull produced & full length photograph of the original
Southpert Cable Station and adjacent staff quarters which he kindiy
donated to 0.7.V A, archives.

Tom tHeatiey, Doonside, and his son on a recent visit to Canada
called in on Harold Le Quesne, Vice President of the Western Division
of the Teleglobe Canada Quarter Century Club., Harold had them home for
dinner and showed them around the city. Tom speaks very highly of the
hospitality and our thanks for such gestures goes to our overseas
colleague,

Congratulations to Sid Zuber on his 94th birthday. He spent
the day at his sister's home and Chariie Raecke who visits Sid
sgularly advises that 5id is still OK and kicking on. Any member
wishing to visit 8id will find hinm alwavs ot home at the Braeside
Nursing Home, 129 Cambridge St, Stanmore. He is alsc available on the
phone 560-2844,




sNorfolk Isiand often crops up in conversation and there
susly an interesting histerical backgreund apart from its
copvict settlement davs but more to do with the old cable station
history . ... contributions to your newsletter are welcome.

The January edition of "Transit" featured Dennis Chambers
anding by the picture of the 1946 M.0O R, staff on duty and it
reminded me of the time when AW.A. Manaper, the late Harry Rowe,
supgested looking round the Wireless House basement and check on the
accumulated odds and ends destined for disposal. This picture arvoused
instant interest s¢ Harry kindly agreed to have it framed and left in my
care, For many years now it has held pride of place in the Amenities
Section of O.T.C. House, Melbourne, where it rightiy belongs and
certainly caught the eve of ploneer veterans at their 'get togethex”
funcrions.

Watching O.7.V.A. (NSW) President, Philip Geeves, on TV
describing the old homes of Sydney proved truly reminiscent of his
masterful approach when interviewlng the octogenarian and nonagensrian
nioneer veterans of overseas telecommunication here in Melbourne .. ..
cach cassette recording on that occasion wiil most certalnly prove
invaluable to research vears hence.

:ga. Taec car &

Members of the ham group please note that Bill Henderson,
Aviation, Melhourne, is interested in contacting hams. His call
15 VK3ARY R/T onlv. '

fest wishes for a complete and fast recovery 1o Doris Brown
her recent heart attack.

We recvommend looking in at the LATROBE LIBRARY, Swanston
ibourne, and to enquire at the entrance desk for permission

E
which is well preserved along with other 0. T.V

e

O Sad

MOBICY
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teepest sympathy is extended to veteran Pat Sykes on the
sad passing of his dear wife, Patricin, Our colleague is deeply
grateful for the expressions of condolence received from so many
friends.

Popular veteran Guye Russell, Chief Supervisor, National Art
Gallery, Victoria, retired 7th March and, at the send-off function,
G.T.V.A. [A} sent along greetings and best wishes,

Bert Dudley, Secretary of the SA Association, retired again in
February and is now on an extended overseas trip.

Also our regrets to Jim Davis, Bill Chant Snr., Brian Wiliiams
and Ron Roger for their recent car accidents,

Cur intrepid traveller, Dave Fleming, is still on the move and
in good health and calls in to the office when in Sydney. At other times
he keeps us well informed of his movements with some beautiful postcards.

Alban Gregory (90 next July} flew ocut to the UK to see his
family including his grandchildren. Greg is still having marvellous
heaith, still driving his Ford Capri and grumbling about the lack of
rain for the citrus orchard with its 30,000 trees. Greg is share
farming.

Stan Gray back in Sydney after & months in the UK and the
continent,

Veteran Ellis Smellie and his son off on a leisurely
caravan trip up to Darwin and thence across to Perth and ultimately

back home to the Sunny State of Victoria. Pretty good going for
# c¢olleague at the 87th milestone,

A7
P



]
J

‘eteran Frank McCay, over in the West, is not so welil
theso davs and old mates of Frank con write /- of Brian Morvell,
416 Ureat Bastern liighway, Midiand, 6056, who will forward
correspondence received. Brian is Hon. Secretary, GUT.V. AL (WA},

H

looked

and

un

South Australia.

Good to hear Bill Jenvey on the air on the Vet Ham hook-
up following his serious illness in Brisbane., B8ill is staying with
his son and having regular physiotherapy.

Friends of Ray Bailey (CRS) will be sorry to hear that
he is in the Prince of Wales Hospital at Randwick. Ray is now
87 vears of age and would welcome visits frem any of his old
colleagues. He can be found in Ward 3, West Wing.

THE LAYING OF CABLES 1853-183606

W.D. Fowlie {Canada} whilst on a visit to Irel
of poems titled "The Bride™ in the Library of the Royal i
County of Kerry. One of the poems taking up 15 pages of
tvpewriting was titled "The Laying of Cables 1858-1866".

Mr Fowlie gave the poem to Bob Scott the Publicity Officer

Archivist of the Canadian Teleglobe Quarter Century Club whe was quite
impressed by the poem.  Bob feels that 1t is a pity the poewm was
anonimousiy written and that we do not kwow the author., Bob has

sent a copy of the poew to us and thinking that few would care to

wade through 15 pages of poetry, has recorded on a 90 minute cassetie ...
on one side, in Banjo Patterson styie running verse, & full description
$58-00 struggle to lay the original Atiantic Cable and on the
reverse an interesting talk on the carly davs of

Station and its associtation with Fanning Isliand

3

Any member intervested in hearing the tape should contact
J & I3
Gordon Cupit or Charles Carthew.

Bob has also written an excellient book on British Columbisn
4 aiso contact Gordon (Cupit.

zv wishing a lean of the book should




§ years of Radio By Frank Patrick)

fncearly 19207s conditions were very different 1o those that the
modern Radio Officer knows, R.O.s were generally known as "Sparks' and,
in the eyes of some of the old skippers, a necessary but unwelcome bhody

to aceount for and keep., Radio slowly became recognised as a useful
service even if only to get time pips from the nearest ceoastal Time
Signal transmitter, By the end of the 'twenties® they were accepted
universally as one of the ships officers.

I 1925, my first ship was SS Boonah {an ex German) OIC
Fregtree (deceased), Clif Allison and seif signed on to take wheat

Alan

to Port Sudan and Purope. The transmitter was a quenched gap Telefunken
2.5 KW and had a good night range. The receiver was a crystal set with

iimited range. The operators were not only brass pounders and brass
polishers, they had to he agile with a pencil to find a new point on
the crystal as the transmitter used to make the point U/S. As soon
as the transmission ended the operator juggled the catswhisker to get
a new point. Next trip was in "Carina' another ex German, wheat to
MAMexandrs, Malta and UK. Vernon
made the trip.  Another trip was made in the S§ ”ﬁom&” Claude Walte
{Senior), Hedley Tyler and self. She had = speed of 8% knots except
when the mate on watch blew the siren. Then she lost a bit of speed,

144 pound

Accommodati

The senior was paid 16 pound to 20 P
ood on overseas runs but on the coast, s

left 4

vinsg {deceased, C1if Allison and self

The ;hEE%r operators veceived 12 pound per calender month,
is per month.

iot

to he dexirﬁﬁ‘ %hb ship "Koonda" ran frowm Kembla to Melbourne with coal.

Going north Eigﬁ - she would roll, pitch, piledrive and as the
opera
Bost hardened ol
and grime seemed 1o

t. There were many colliers running <oast runs,
ind its way into every thing on board.

Theres we

tors cabin was over the propellor, a trip to Kembla veally tried

¢ quite a number of passenger vessels running a

out the
and dust

scheduled service from Cairns to Fremantle and most oldtimers will recall

such names as Karoola, Katoomba, Orungal, Kanowna. Also the NI Ferry

service, the Tasmania ferry boats, the £ and A Service to China and Japan,
Purns Philp te Singapore. The Blue Funnel in W.A. and W.A. coastal ships.

The number of ?adia afficer% employed in AVW.AL on Union Steam is not

eays dage [ ospent some time with (lobal Marine on

=3

driiling shi
onon 46000 ‘% tanker, BRoth Jhiys had all the latest and most
modern equipment: Hadar, navigation eguipment, weather map facsimile
machine.,  The dally wage was nearly as much as one ger in 6 months as
JUnLor I sometimes used to wonder what Jock Mackay [(an
would have thought if he had come on board to éﬁ
L the old days when George Pow and self used

A lot of the well known men have passed on but
muster of elderly gentlemen who attend the

their
Conception”, then in 1978 [ did a relief trip

i
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-
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walk down to Siberia carrving a wave meter to check the frequencies

and 450 on the old marine spark transmitter Type F and marconi rotary
gaps eld.

Very interesting old davs when the operators used o
Jork Street Sydnev or (Queen Street Melbourne to sign the appesrance
book and then JJJOUTH to the nearest pub and i as 1o how far

they cgpLed YEW V1S or VIP on their favourite crystal Some used To oeven
carry their crystal, wrapped in cotton wool, in their waistcoat pocket.
By 11.30 am on a warm Sydney day, the stance would have doubled

400 miles to 800 miles. No kilometres in those davs,

LADIES N THE COASTAL RADIG SERVICE

1t has happened at long last. There 12 now a lady membey

of the Coastal Radio Service, one Dianne Hick who has just completed her
training as a Coastal Radio Officer at the OTC Training School. In a
recent articlie in '‘‘Women's World" {December 5, 1879 Dianne

and this story shows that she 1s extremely keen and happy.
T i aining course there is no doubt that she will also
competent. Good luck Ulanne, and keep up tradition.

ot

Haroid
Ting
story re

for Xmas in Cctober 1843% on

AT
1stal steamer. There were 4 cabi d
, One was occupied by a man named Uurraii §é0ﬁ€%f§ef
as Manager of Fanning Island. The Comet salled from Honolulu.
Since C1iff was the only army officer aboard along with some

&3
troops, he was permanent officer-of-the-day. As such he
locked in on Garret:'s cabin a day out of Honolulu and saw him

suffering from sea sickness., So he went in to help him out
and talk to him. Cliff noticed seversl clgar boxes on a shelf
in the cabin with what looked like ngdi coupons in them,

He looked further and Garrett ?%Q“ nli U ohil h

Was ?aﬁﬂing Island scrip., No su vs%:c;s hau calied at
Fanni {siand since hosti a?iﬂ% i and supplies together

1
%iah bank notes had run out.

hout meney to pey the Iabourers, mutiny
arrett had therefore obtalned permission, @
w had the scrip printed by the Honolulu Star-Bt

f
he scri? W

5 iu pound noetes boarlng
radee

the ;?gcﬁu

an of hostill

s e bed .
wWHES On 1S wWay




to Fanning with the scrip.

CHfE would like to obtain one scrip note if it can be had.
Any person able to oblige please contact him, Clifton Smith, Farm Street,

Sherborn, Massachusetts, USA, 01770,

{kditors HNote: The Fditor would also like one of these for the OFC Museun
and historical archives.)

A RECENT PAGE FROM THAT DIARY

That second week in hospital was not without hameur‘ Ome of
the other patients in a four bed ward had a phone installed at $1.50 per day
and when the paper boy arrived he bought every issue with a railﬁg page.
Discarding the news the other sections the form guide alone attracted
his concentrated attention and once assured of the winning horse in each
race It was the natural thing to contact the bookiel

Then out came the transistor radio with an ear listening
attachment and no amount of close watching would divulge whether our
punter won or lost. This daily routine became really fascinating
especially so because our fellow patient was recovering from surgery!

Came the wmorning of his release and, when fully dressed,
he nonchalantly rang a friend and made an appointment at & golf course

e to "down a noggin or two"! Asked by a nurse shout Lransport
¢ casual reply quote, "Oh I drove my car in - guess it is stiil
. .

e...cheerio!"” unquote,

Exit a comparatively young man with a philosophy 21l his
ownn - quite a character!

~ RADIO MUSEUM

From veteran Les Owen, in Perth, is a press report on the
ing of Wireless Hill, Melville, as a muscum featuring o collection of
»oequipment ranging from the early bush treddie wireless, American space
T and miscellaneous gear.

The museum has been arranged around themes to include ©he
istory of Wireless Hill, radio and shipping, aviation, war, broad
exploration and the Roval Flying Doctor Service.

Uity of Melville believes the museum will be unigue in
Wireless Hill as ni

tia and add to the growing popularity of

River. the Hill vested

an "AY (lass Reserve.,

Mast anchor blocks used when the Hill was an inportant communi-
&fc beeni turned into viewing towers. Playgrounds
gues hg been bullt making the Hill a favourite spot foi
picnics. Wild-flower lovers have been visiting the aresz

énc, In season, can spot donkey orchids, native wisteria and ¢
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For many the museums' assoriment of an
their dignified timber cabinets wili conjure up mom

[
radio was the focal point of the familys' social activity,

Toed

The 1G307s were the golden vears of radio and one of the men
esponsibie for the prolific success was the late Bryn Samuel,
. T W, A, Broadeasters for 28 years. During his carcer Bryn Sumuel
came Manager of 6ML and assumed duties of general announcer, s$po
-k

TLs
ommentator covering wrestling, boxing, tennis and cric at, He helped
introduce the now famous cricketr descripticns of presumsbly “iive Test

b4 ©
b

{via cable and Beam Wireless messagesi} and S}maiatsd sound
ike tapping & pencil against a desk to imitate bat i

A contemporary of Bryn Samuel was Alwyn Kurts, better known
today as a television actor, who started and made popular the compunity
ig Variety Shows, Later, Alwyn Kurts became a war

Py

Another personality, John Luke, ran a childrens' show for 22
vears and conducted talent progrummes and other projects like "Housewives
Chol On one cccasion he played a request number entitled '"The Talk
of the Town™ but the lady who asked for what was then a popular and
bright little tune took umbrage and reckoned John had teld her friends

O S P, H e 11 i 3n
she was the talk of the town!

et
o8
i

The late John Juan of recalle
incident, Iwmmediately following his Story”
regularly came to the studio to conduct :11 religic
Unfortunately the man in question hs of tap
and entering ucsyit@ a red "on air! he freq

were tolevated until John 10%* patience and DCvlj
hear an apnare: 3 AT
T gy

ooy %
SERCLD

t oamazes me thaL a red light can hav
irresistible atfraction for a man of your clothl”

Le Quesne, Vice President, Telegliobe Canada ng rtey Century
of names and nddresses of thelr members. Anyonc
:ndships contact Gordon Cupit or Charles {arg

[
L
[S I e

: organiser
5 oard amusements and bas éﬁez
¢

be fully prepared for the day when

1
{

devices. She must also




ter partner 1s suddenly thrust upon her and therefore inciuded in her
previously somewhat independent daviime 1ife,

bu*s must ensure on retirement that they do not unduly intrude

on this
congl

and on planning for retirement wives must be given full
couraged to participate in the planning programge,

A couple of years age in the Newsletter a rmumber of pertinent
and Interesting facts werve included on the steamer “&raat Fastern', Since
that time the following further facts have ari isen:

The "(reat Eastern” was the i&?ﬁe%t vessel built since Noshs
Ark amd at that time was considered the equivalent of 5 major hotels.

The "Great Fastern' had 7 power plants: one being paddies
and the other a screw with the crigines dciiveriﬁg 11,000 horse power. The

paddies were 58 ft. in diameter and the screw was 24 ft. Ko vessel before
or sinece has ever had 2 propeller this size. The "Great Eastern' had a
displa L}{nL of 22,500 tons as against 18,000 of Noahs Ark, By the way

it ois iimed that the Ark was 515 ft. long and 56 ft. beam. There was n@t
another ship greater in size than the "Great Bastern' until the “Lusitaniat

which was built 50 vears later

5%%; wéz% the cquczt} to c&vwv SRGTMOUS
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: ardinal Gilrey signed on as a :
inad as ¢ lﬂlegxw hist, During World War 1 he was relessed from
epartment without v to iloin the fransport service where he

E g junior operator on the naval transport "Bulla”. ‘the Bullz was
s captured Serman cargo vessel and was used in transporiing the Australian
Lighthorze to ﬁi@xan%fi- and Sikhs to Galiipolii, At the conclusion of
this service he rejoined the PMG*s Department.
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DS MORE VOLUNTARY HELP

any 7. veterans have the sorts of skills ﬁﬁcdei
Aid for the Disabled T,z.Bﬁ} to provide s } equipment
for the rehsbilitation of disabled people.

-;5, e

This voluntary organisation would welcome help in
and adapting equlpment fTo meel special needs,

¢ in 1875, rvequests have EﬂgrQARUé by about
~ialised gssistance for people disabled | .
is, iimb amputation, congenital defects, kui?ipée
P

t has haew es:zaa?eé thiat abour
e phyvsica i

4
<

Such aids reflect TAD's primary aim - to enable handicapped
a%ia to overcome their physical disabilities with specially designed
guiprent, so that they have the opportunity to develop their functioﬁs,

5.:3; and knewledge and can be integrated into the community.

TAD, which was initiated by a greoup of NSW engineers and now alse
operates in Victoria and South Australia, has four main aims:

. To advise disabled people and those interested in their welfare on the
solution of rehabilitation eguipment problems.

provide information




subseribing - by offering financial support,
A technical member should expect, from time to time, to be
ered o preject, usually in his own locality, Members should only
at can be completed in a reasonable time and do, of
the option of refusal.

Those with the time to spare will find very rewarding work
in helping disabled adults and children overcome the isolation and inactivity
caused by dissbilities.

TAD 1s non-profit making, non~denominational and non-political,
registered in NSW as a charity and as a co-operative sooiety.
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Further information may be obtained from the co-ordinator,
ton, at the TAD registered office, 600 Victoria Read, Ryde
Phone (02} 808 2022, or having a talk te OTC Engineer
hmann,

CTRIY T P e —
SINKING OF 1n N

H

Anoarticle appeared late last vear in the Adelas
titled "The Day We Sank the Emden'. This article was written fro
wlion given to the journalist by South Australian Veteran George
€. George and the Cocos Cable Station are mentioned in *he articie
¢ the following is an extract from the story,

How

through the Sumatra
s

e B s "‘ - 3 -~ H
3un¥ another 140 zhi

g

cision to destroy the cable station on Direction Teiand

good enough idea. Australia and South Africa would he
iegraph link,

The alertness of the Cable and Wirciess Compuany staff, however,
toiled the plan of Emden®s captain Karl von Mucller,

men who chose to serve on remote islands and outpests
elegraph traffic along the undersen cubles were 2

and radio have put them out of business,

Pl AN S |




Just now the association is calling for relics and
stoes of what were challenging and triumphant times., Oid cable and
wireless men have been asked o dig intoe their cupboards and collections
for items suitable for a museun,

That is how Ceorge Rowe, 69, of Hale 5t, EHverard Park, came
te brush up on the bmden battie.

He was on Cocos 20 vears age and got together papers and
pictures of the bmden and a ceremony 19 years ago to commemcrate the
Svdney's victory and the baptism of five it afforded for 60 boys.

They were fTrom the Tingara, orviginal RAN training ship,
and the Tingara 0ld Boys Association went back to unveil the plague on Nov-
ember 9, 1960,

Mr Rowe was there.

1 of

The books and papers he turned up this past week tell
station.

the Cocos naval battie and the raid on the cable and wireless ¢

Emden was walting off Divection Island for a coal ship,
a landing party went in to destroy the signal station.

In charge of 1t was Lieut Commander Hellmuth von Muecke.

Von Mueller had opted for s landing party rather than stand
11 the island because he did not see need for unnccessary

thought & ship on the way towards the island was at

least 250 miles away because of the strength of its radio signals in
messages to the island.

It was Sydney, cunningly broadcasting at reduced strength
from only 50 miies away,

E

1

Yon Muecke's cazble cutting was in progress from 6 anm.

& b
ap the radio mast, but net before the staff had got off iwo
coe. 08 Emden here’ by radic and hy cable,

i

fmden jammed the radio signals soon after they started, but

not worry much because he thought he would have a half-
start on whatever ship it was steaming toward the island.

on the horizon was thought to be the Buresk with iis




But it was Sydney, 5400 tonnes, racing at 25 knots to answer
the dramatic S0S,

At 9.15 am, Captain von Mueller saw the approaching ship
change course and take on a different appeavance. It was a warship with the
white ensign streaming, the red cross of St George plain to see,

His gunners hit the fire control room of the Sydney on its
fourth salvo and smashed the automatic aiming devices.

Captain Glossop of the Sydney kept just out of range of Emden's
guns and throughout the morning cut the German ship to pieces,

Von Mueller saw his ship shattered, his officers and gunners killed
around him., At 11.15 am he decided toc run her aground on the reef at Keeling
Island,

Von Mueller knew he would lose all his men below decks if the

Fmden sank, $o he chose the reef,
3

Sydney dashed off to sink the Buresk.

Unm Birection Island the German landing party and the cable station
people watched together the sea battle,
The 42 officers and men undoer Von Muecke didn't wait around

ock a schooner from the harbour and in a six-month

like =z thriller, got home te Germany.

though., They
trek that reads

A further article on the exploits of the Emden at Cocos
appeared in "Sparks’, the bock of the Wireless Pioneers of America, and
taken from YElectricity" a London publication dated 1921 is worth
reporting:-

THE WIRELESS STATION AT CGCOS

Recent tight shed on the circumstances immediately preceding
the destruction of the German raiding cruiser BEMDEN, Captain Muller, at
the Cocos, or Keeling Islands, show that o Theathen Chinese™ had
4 good deal to do with the luring of the wily, though very much overrated,
Hun Captain, to his doom when he landed his party to destroy the all-
important wireless station there, on that 9th of November, 1914. The
station is on Direction Isiand, the most northly of the southern Keelings.
A boatload of Germans was sent from the EMDEN to destroy the station, and
atter landing they commuandeered a Chinaman to lead the way, which he did
by @ clrcuitous route, having in the interim Ygiven the tip" to a
coustryman to get there first, which he did, with the happy result that
iust in the nick of time the operator got through a message which was
picked LMOALS. SYDNEY and the MELBOURNE., "Strange warship off
entrange i, and "Full speed ahead,”™ was the orvder to the cruiser
sertied. Her party had lost a valuable
55 station and cutting the cable--the

dummy one--foy the genuine cable was never touched; the staff having

s




rigged up a decoy cable. The iluns cverlooked the fact that there was o
duplicate 2ot of instruments very cleverly concealoed, with which the
sorvive wus restored shortly after the raider fled teo his deoom, ‘the
Chinumen, who was a servant of the Cable Company, was suitably rewarded.

The Archivist of the C&W Museum and Archives Mr Peter Travers-
Laney is anxious to obtain a copy of "The Avesha: A Great Adventure”
by Hellmuth von Mucke, which telis the story of the famous "Fmden® raid.

Mr Travers-laney would be grateful to receive.a copy either
to buy or as & donation to the archives,

Any member who could help should contact Gordon Cupit, O1(,
Box 7000 GPO, Sydney.

A recent letter recelved by the Trustees of the CTC Pension
Scheme from Bob Chambers in connection with his father Walter Chambers
paints a picture of one who was very proud of his father.

Pear Sir,

I have to inform you that Mrs Margavret Ann Chambers, lately
ci Rowethorve, Bentley, W.A. died on August 19, 1879,

Mrs Chambers - my mother - was the widow of Walter Alfred
Chambers, a pioneer in Australian radie, who joined AWA from the P.M.G,
Bert. in Queensland early in the century and served as an operator at
Thursday Island, Pt. Moresby and Australian coastal stations.

He was in charge of the building of the first radic station
4t Hroome, at the 12-miie, about 1912, and when this station became
operative he intercepted and reported signals which helped trace the
German ralder Emden before 1t was defeated and bheached at Cocos
Isiand in the Great War.

During the war, coastal statlons were taken over by the
Roval Australian Navy and as an operator Wally Chambers was eniisted
#s a2 Chief Petty Gfficer as probably other operators were,

With AWA, later OTC, Dad served at Esperance [VIE} in the
vy 1920's, then Geraldton, then Darwin from 1629 to 1529 and then
h radio at Applecross and then Esperance again, working long watches
Frank Bridges and, 1 think, Mr Ouvrier during the Worid War,
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Parly in this war period he received reports of mines scen by
ships along Australia's south coast and linked these sightings to the
sovement otf Japanese mervchant ships into Australian ports and reported
his deductions to Navy Board,

After Japan entered the war, these carlier mine-laying
activities were confirmed,

Late in 1942, Dad became very 111, was rushed to hospital
in Perth and found to have encephalitis, then a very rare disease in
southern Australia. Despite specialist prognosis to the contrary, he
recovered, though the disease left him a littie mentally slower.

His last vears in the service were at Applecross and then
Beechboro, when VIP was transferred to the new station there,

Morse radic in the years of his service were comparitively
primitive and demanded & lot of concentration and fine twiddling
of condensors to pick up weak and elusive signals, often through severe
static, HMany vears of this affected his hearing and he retired, partially
deaf, in the 1950's

He lived in retirement in Como, W.A. until his death in
November 1968, His wife was also a Queensl&rder - dMargaret Ann
Williams from Cairns -~ and they were married in 1920 at Albany, in W.A,
Dad still in KNaval uniform. Children are myself, Bob Chambers, beorn at
Esperance and my brother, Stan Chambers, born at Darwin four vears
later in 1326,

Dad™s years of radlo service represented a pav t1c1p3t10ﬁ in
Australian history during a significant period. Tropical service was
arducus pioneering in nature., He was floodbound at Wyndham for a
fortnight and lived on damper, jam and goanna, He saw Hinkler arrive
at Darwin on his historic first England-Australia flight. He was
Officer-in-Charge at Darwin when lighining struck and set fire to
that station's coregon mast, tinder dry after years of tropical heat.
[ think that mast was 180 feet, set and guved to concrete blocks.
A timber radio mast of that size is almost unimaginable today.

Names of fellow operators I can remembers from those days
are Chown {(that's how it was proncunced) Chapman, G.1.C. at V.I.P.
Appiecress in the 1930's.  Hardy {(at VIP in the 1930's) Mclowan, who was
at Barwin in the 1220's and resigned from VIP to go into business,
Perry, operator on the State Shipping Service vessel Kyvbra, of long
service on the W.A, coast,

My brother and I would like the trustees to accept our very
cere thanks for the giftg and contact maintained throughout the later
i tg 13 ~ a link they very much appreciated., In 1869,
fﬁ“@ﬁnzs Wi an AWA Tel w%ar i7in. portable
OTIe Fepair i : is still
fen iTOLO @ ;)%G;}r::fﬁ'z‘ é Farmer Lmi*‘iif“ {verheu
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a friend of my mothers - who is now 87, living at Bentley, It is the
onty sct of four he has found of any use to him, handicapped as he is,

o
5 2

with total deafoess and the use of only one eve., C(harlie Overheu is a
iegend in WA, farming and a2 fine mon, His calibre is reflected

in his brother who was the 90-year-oid who tackled a hank robber

in Meibourne about two vears ago.

Perhaps some mention in the GTC =
seen for many vears, would he appreciated.

gazine - which I have not

Again our thanks and appreciation to the Trustees,

KNOW YOUR COLLEAGUES

There are a number of our members whe have had very interesting,
adventurous and unusual lives and we would like to get their stories in the
Mewsletter so that they are retalned for posterity. Unfortunaztely the
present day communications people do not have the opportunities as was the
case with the piconeers and you never know but in time your life could
become a story for TV or the films as is the case of Australias
histovical and Americas western greats. Therefore put pen to paper and
send vour life story to CGordon Cupiz, OTCIAY, G.P.G. Box 7000, Svdnsy.

in addition we are still waiting for stories of the activities
of Veterans in retirement. The lack of response has been most disappointing.

For this edition of the Newsletter we have Jack Burgess!'

I was born at Wellington, N.S.W., 8th Mav, 1905, and was
hAristened in the Salvation Army faith, of which my parents were close

My memory of Wellington is almost nil, as the family moved
when | was rather yvoung to Burraga, a copper producing district in the
middle west, east of Bathurst, where my father was ar engine driver hauling
copper ore and mullock from deep down in the earth.

y only memory of Burraga was the first sight [ ever had

af snow,

The copper Fileld of Burraga did not last long and the
moved 1o a silver mining town of Yerranderie when [ was betwsen

four/five vears old.

Yerranderie is only 40 miles south of Camden on the upner
reaches of the Burragorang Valley - this valley i1s now part of the

fnrvogumba d
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in those days our only means of transport to Camden was hy
a four hovse coach which took all day to do the trip, with a horsc
change half way down the Burragorang Vailoey.

Hauling the Silver/bead ore from Yerranderie to Camden was
performed by large horse drawn drays consisting of twelve horses
hauling about 8 tons of ore and taking 4 days to do z one way
trip.

My schooling days were spent at the local school and 1
retired from School at 13 years of age after obtaining a bursary
which unfortunately I was unable to make usc of due to large Lamiiy and
financial difficulties. Instead I took a position with the local store
as bookkeeper and local rouse zhout. 1 spent 5 years in this iob,
but during the last vear or two took up a correspondence course on
radic with Amalgamated Wireless,

I then left the store job to come to Sydney to take up the
practical part of the course and work in the factory.

In 1825 I passed all my examinations and was sent out to
sea to demonstrate to Red Funnel Trawling company the wonders of radio

communication, using a telephone to call their office in town and to keep
thew informed of the catch and whether we were to come im or stay out.

I the catch was good and demand good we would come in, if on the other
hand the catch was poor and the market down we staved out.

cund per week for the job, but could earn another
i pound a rlem? the fish., Heedless to say [ did no

ch just couldn®t take it, so after two trips,

in both cases we trawled in the vicinity of Eden, [ asked for a transfer
which the company accepted and I found myself tTd sferrved from the trawler
Burramull of 200 tons to the Largs Bay of 15,000, travelling from Australian
ports to England and carrying about 900 passengers. [ remained on the largs
Bay for two years, the only item of interest was the wireless staff of 3

had to look all around the globe and collect press and publish a newspaper
cailed the kireless Press, This in turn meant we had to find a newspaper
boy to sell papers around the deck which was sold for three pence a cCopy.
Sydney radio did transmit o wireless press message twice daily for our
paper, but we generally lost Sydney at the entrance to the Red Sea.

i+ O

At the end of the voyage a souvenir copy which, in addition
news report, covered all deck sperts, dancing, hoxing, etec and
of interest to the passengers. This paper was scid for a shilling
of which wper boy and 1 received one penny a copy. So with
166G copies H o“ the Souvenir he did not do so badly. He alsc
: 3y

a halfpenny for the daily copies.

7ing the Larvgs Bay |
mww?i; oI passeng
inchor and left

ved on another 17 ships,
v ships to the far Bast. On
: 8/¢ Taiping at Sydney on

happened whilst at Sydney Radio, the firsy
Sunday in 1937 when an American Cruiser
not an 5.0.5.) and asked that I urgently get
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in touch with the police department and ”QQBCHT yrgent assistance to pick
up people who were in the water and drowning 2s & result of the pleasure

]

ne pl

11 Rodney capsizing while following tne cruiser down the harbour,
bi&ézn; farewell to crew members who they had met while the crulse

in Sydney on o goodwill mission.

Wils

The second event concerned Kingsford Smith and his
Southern Cross. The Southern (ross was carrying the first Australia/
New Zealand air mail letters in May 1935 when it blew one of its three
engines across the Tasman sea at the point of no returs, but return it
did to Mascot afrer o most trying time for all concerned. 'the fipst
distress message was received at approximately 6 a.m. and radio
communication was maintained until the plane touched down in the early
afternoon.

Shortly after the Southern C?Gss episode I sought transfer to
the Istand Radio Service and was transferred te Rabaul, which we
period of 9 months which eventually extended to Two years
absence of normal staff who were taking iong service leave
for my transfer was the big money the New Guinea boys we
was anxious to get some as [ had just met Daph and wanted to buy

The onlv event to happen to me in New Guinea was
eruption when Vulcan and Matapui blew their top, most of the
with families evacuated the town for the mountains at Kokopo about I5
miles from Rabaul along a good road, two of the boys joined Iwo ships
were in the harbour and made for the open sea.

=mzined on the job with o young
.

.
&
arrived in Rabaul a short time previously. We

abr oangd oz contact with Australia, using eme

Hornhby Diesel engine, This event “ipye:cd on rd

1937, and at lunch on the next day, Z8th day, he he
total residents left in Rabaul number about ﬁ, At this luncheon T was told

-

the acting Administrator 1 was to rald any of the local stores and
ake whatever [ wanted to keep the radio contact with Australia open.

After a fortnight the craters died down. [ received warm
sratulations from AWA and recommendations from the Commonwealth
ernment for the work Mr Alexander and [ did. The staff returns
3€G§§6, and the following month [ returned to Sydney
: and a marriage in front of me.
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When : the ival of the American Torod
i Australia there were and a4 crew of radic men E‘ﬂ

arsd providing radio communiz
did not eventuate as siagl
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Shortly the powers that be in AWA thought mwy services would
be better served to the Government if | joined the Beam Wireless Service
with fast automatic wireless circuits throughout the world. This I did,
pratically for the rest of my working life. Buring this periocd there
were times when I was called on to do other jobs and then returning to
the Beam Service.

Some of these jobs were:- Demonstrating the reception and
transmission of pictures by radic telegraph at the Sydney Royal Show.
Prior to this I was in charge of the Svdney end of the Overseas
Picturegram Terminal for two years, 1947/194%. The service was quite a
novelty then for the newspapers who were picture hungry, covering such
events as the wedding of Princess Elizabeth, the London Olympic Games,
Don Bradman's successful cricket tour of England, the wedding of Rita
Hayworth to Aly Khan. Some time after this I was aguin involved in
picturegrams and Princess [Flizabeth. This was the coronation. Due to
the time lag of 2 hours between Perth and Sydney it was found that
two hours would be additional picturegram time using AWA Perth
facilities, and Perth post office was received direct by Sydney,

[ spent a very nice ten days in Perth assisting and directing staff
at the post office, Applecross Transmitting station and Bassedean
Recelving station,

Officiating at the International Chess Championships between
Australia and Canada at their Elizabeth Street Ciub, the moves of the players
who were located in Montreal and Svdnev were made by the Beam Wireless
Service. One party would make a move and the move was radiced to the
distant station who would in return make a move and This routine was
continued until the end of the game.

The first Melbourne Cup result was first transmitted from
Melbourne/Sydney using land line facilities and AWA equipment. The
pictures of Rimfire winning the cup was in the Sydney newspapers approximately
haif an hour after the race was run. The picture was taken by the cameras
and the development process was made in a vehicle on the way from the
racecourse to the AWA transmitting point in Melbourne's Queen Street. The
pictire was ready for transmission when the vehicle rezched the City.

Back in Sydney the Govermment had amalgamated all overseas
telegraph services, Beam Wireless, Pacific Cable Board and the Eastern
Austraiian Cable Company became the Overscas Telecommunications Commission,
About this time | was appointed “Control Officer” contrelliing all incoming and
autgoing channeis throughout the world, this invalved Telegraph, Telephone,
Telex and maritime seyvices,

My time was coming to a close. T was back in the Sydney
Uperating Room as Supervisor with a very large staff of men and women
and jater on when the new office and staff were accommodated under one roof
in OFC House in Martin Place ! was promoted to the pesition of Shift Controller,

which 1 until I retirved on 7th May, 1970,
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it was shortly after 1 retived that 1 received my second
recommendation from the Australian Government, this time it was the

imnorial Service Medal which T received from the State Governor betore

i large gathering at Government House at the end of 1970, Daph was onc
spectater of this large crowd,

Finaily there is the Brush Park Bowling Club. It is SOUrce
of enjoyment to me these days to know that [ was one of the large group

ot foundation members who helped to make the club what it is to-day.

‘wa

Although 1 never won a tournament I came pretty close on a Leuﬁz of

aCoasions.,

Bill €raig, President of the Auckland Cablemens® Association
had a trip last year which embraced Fiji, Hawaii, Canada, UK and

Malavsia.

At Suva he had a talk with some members of the Fiji Rughby
Unicen and found that they were establishing a Museum of old rughy relics.
They were pleased to receive an old FRU cap from the 1516 cable service

team, the vear they won the competition, Unfortunately there is no

Surol can Rugby Union Team in Suva at the moment. He wissed Bob Wright

who was away cruising at the time.

YHank™ line of steamers do not now call at the island there are

an air service from Tuvalu. Whilst in Honolulu he spe

2@%cxbxzq day with Mrs Marion Kelly in the Bishop Museum. %a

s descendant of the Greig family. Charles Bennie was a great he
with advice and accommodation.

1Y

ionoiuiu, Bill made enguiries about a e
e simall plane was already at the isia aver
that it was unahle to take pasgeﬂgefs.

entarive

a mast

ia

to Biil

After a week on Vancouver Island including a little salmon

Fowlie and Gerald Martin., In Halifax he attended a reunion of
Wanderers Rughy }eam.

fn bondon B111 had lunch with Charles Halsted and his
egiand House, Later in Singapore contact was made
Bavid Low, survivors of the cable staff in Singapore
cooupation,

STATION THAT WAS™ by Tom Bryant

item by Tom Hughes
makes me recall one
VIKN hetween

ing with Dave %mith Bill met up with Jack Woodall, Chris Thomas,

the
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hold off, and then rang the Post {ffice and pleaded with the teleg
Tom McAtee (who became a very good drinking friend of mine} to g;%w down
as | was not yet able to receive that speed on the sounder, he was then
good encugh to pass any traffic to and from for the rest of the morning
by tolephone {incidentally as time went on the sounder became no problem
to me) - 1 cleared the YCharon® and also the "Kybra®™, being in a
tripedation all the time, small ships then came up and 1 began =z
with the broken lingo of various local Ttalian Crayfish Skippers
Sharvkbay snapper boats, during all this time a lady who lived opposi
came over about something reference her husband and one of the cravi
boats, during which I managed to persuade her to bring me some sandwiches
and # drink, which she very kindly did and would not accept any payment for
same, To say the least [ was rather in an exhausted state of mind

when "Wolfie" arrived to relieve me midday, late, which I found out later
was his usual "Norm', After I hand lunch at the hotel, 1 went round to see
Johnny Grant in bed at his house, incidentaily as the vear went by
his wife and my wife Ivy became very close friends, and so did [ and
Johnny, but that was the future and not the present, €onfinung ~ Johnnys
wife took me to the Patients Bedside, where 1 was not actually greeted

as a long lost friend", after glaring at me he told me to prugegﬁ after
f had teld Johnny my pitiful tale, he gave me ancther sarcastic |
just said ancther "Bloody Powm'', he was not at all concerned
and said he would be back shortly, Within a day or so we were
staftad,

"Wolfie" eventually retived, then Johnny Grant
dear old "Sago' came, we buried him in the local cemetery,
came as temporary CIC until he went to VIiA and then came wmy
finally being transferred to Broome VIO, However, during a
= incidents cccurred, some amusing and some not so amusin
iike to vecall in future "Newsletters' if 1 am allowed to, ;
mewories become Too dim. By the way "Wolfie! became a good m
often had a few drinks together.

et

In céesiﬁg i 1ike to mention two things, One day |
was "Woelfie' an Englishman he replied with the words
”*” %c got h]% "plum in the Mouth" when working with the old
schoal tie Pommie Wallazhs at the cable station in Darwin for some
‘The other thing was when "Ponto' took over VIP, we people in VIN
"Pontoe’ as something of an MOOREY often with fear and trembling when his
remurks were transmitted, that in his opinien we had slipped up on o
dob, mayhe some were unjustified, but no doubt some wers
and it certainly made us keep on our toss - [ often have
i it all and no doubt "Ponto' does also.

e

I must sincerely apolog
dpening® of VIN on the
. and 1 was tG}” off about
'9n speed' morse? [ didn't 1
mest essential rvitual at the rising of the m@rnzng s,

ﬁwing o
stery by Hareld Baker




