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VACANCY ~ GFENFRAL SECRETARY

As required by the Constitution, the position of Ceneral Secretary
of the Overseas Telecommunications Veterans' Association (Australia) is
required to be declared vacant each year and nominations are therefore called
for the veacancy in 1979/80, VNominations closing Ist February, 1979, should
be addressed to Mr. Charles Carthew, 7 Lantana Street, Clayton, 3168,

The present Ceneral Secretary is Mr. Carthew who has indi cated his
willingness to continue in this important office for a further twelve months,

Assocliate Membarship

The Notice of Motion for asseciarte membership after 20 vears of
service was defeated by a large majority at the New South Wales Meeting,
passed unanimously at the Queensland, Victorian and Western Australian

Meetings and Is to be brought up at a future meeting in South Australia. It
was the opinion of the New Scuth Wales members that persons in this category
could quite easily be invited as guests and so maintain our unique qualific-
ation., It is to be noted that a meeting of Association Presidents pricr to
the State Meetings resulted in the recommendation by those gents for the
proposal.

Reunions

Victoria

The 2Znd Annual Reunion of the Victorian Asscciation will be held
on Friday, 10th November, 1978 at 0.7.C. House, 352 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne

(by courtesy of 0.T.C. Management}, Subscription to attend this function is
$3.00., Any interstate veteran heing in Melbourne at that time will be most
¥ g
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welcome, {Contact Charles Carthew 344 2514)
Queensiand
The Gueensland Association will be holding their Annuel Reuvnion at
L
Neoon on Thursday Sth November (=T venve will be the office of the

ne at that time sghould
1 be made welcome.

Brishane Managey of G.T.C.
contact Jim Banks, telephone

i
in Brishsa
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South Australia

The South Australian Assecistion will hold their Annual Reunion at
o 'k

the Public Service Club, Adelaide, on Thursday 23rd November, 1978, commencing
at 7.30 p.m. (Contact Brax Horrocks 71 7524)
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Western Australia

The Western Australian Assoclatiom, in conjunction with the ex-
Cottesloe staff, will be meeting at the Tmperial Hotel, Wellington Street, Perth,
in the lst Floor Cocktail Bar. The date - Tuesday, 28th November, 1978, from
S p.m. (Contact Brian Morrell, day 326 7241, night 274 1274)

New South Wales

This event includes members' wives, fiances etc. and will be held in
the 0.T.C. staff cafeteria, Hosking Place. Hosking Place is immediately behind
0.7.C. House im Martin Place. The date - Friday lst December, 1978, commencing
at 6 p.m, Doors open at 5 p.m. for early comers. Interstate visitors welcome.
(Contact CGordon Cupit 230 5840)

Meeting of State Presidents

By the courtesy of the management of OTC an inaugural conference
was held of Association Presidents in Sydney on Friday Sth May, 1978. This was
also the date of the New South Wales Annual General Meeting and allowed the
Presidents to meet members of the largest association. The meeting was chaired
by New South Wales President, Jack Guthrie, and attended by Tony Hanson (W.ALY,
Brax Horrocks (S.A.), and George Scott {(QLD}. Also in attendance was General
Secretary, Charles Carthew. Unfortunately Mark Wilton {VIC.) was i1l and sent
apologies. A number of matters of mutual interest were included on the agenda.

History of Radio in South Australia

Jonn Ross, the Historlan of Telecom (Australia) in South Australia
has written a book on "A History of Radioc in South Australia 1897-1977". It
is the story of radio covering eighty years of progress since the days of the
early experiments before the turn of the century when Australia was still a
colony.

Special interest to our veterans would be the chapter entitled
"Calling all ships”. This story covers VIA (Adelaide) and VIY (ex Mount Gambier)
from their beginnings in 1913 up till 1977 and mentions most of those Operators
who served at these statioms.

For those interested the book can be ordered from Ernsmiths, 30 King
William Street, Adelaide, South Australia, 5001 at a cost of $10.00 or $§12,00
posted within South Australia.

The book contains the following chapters:-

THE SINGING SPARK - Wireless Telegraph Ploneers

HULLO CO! - Wireless Institute

THE WONDER OF WIRELESS - Experimental Broadcasters

FIFTY GCOLDEN YEARS - Commercial & National Broadcasting Stations
CALLING ALL SHIPS - Coastal Radio Stations

SAFETY IN THE ATR - Aeradio Services

PEDAL WIRFELESS -~ Flying Doctor

CRYSTAL SETS AND BATTERY RECETIVERS - Exhibitions and Displays



TIME AND PLACE - Time Signals and Longtitude Datermination

HULLO WORLD! - Space Age Communications, Research and Radio
Communications

Also the brochure for the bock records the following important
milestones:

September 1897 -~ First recorded publiec demonstration in Australia
of the working of wireless telegraph appavatus by Professor Bragg
at University of Adelaide.

July 1899 -« First wireless telegraph link established in Australisa
- Adelaide Ubservatory to Henlev Beach.

Octaober 1912 - Adelaide Coastsl Radio Station VIA commenced
operations,

June 1924 - Experimental broadcast transmissions by 5DN,

November 1924 - "A" (lass broadcast station SCL commenced

transmission.

December 1925 -~ First Radis and Flectrical Txhibition.

March 1927 - Second metropolifan commercial statien 5KA on air.
August 1930 - Thivd metropolitan commercial station 5AD on air.

January 1937 ~ Aevadio facilitiss sstablished s+ Parafisld.

irst television station HWSES on air.

September 1961 -~ 30,0060 watt broadcast transmitter commissioned
for 5CL.

thit from Woomera,

s

November 1967 « WRESTAT sateliite placed in

C

February 1970 - Cedune esarth station opened.

FM Stereo broadeasting commenced,

g
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ohn Mulholland, Alf Culleden, Norm Alderson, Horrie McInmes,

Joe Bugeya, Bill Luke, Nell Donoghue, Jack Davis, Stan Gray,

John Toland, Fric Cockle, Ceoff Day, John Hodgson, Ted G'bDonnell,
Molly Condon, Margaret Dobson, Eileen Haran, Bill Day,

Harry de Dassel, Len Rourke, Joe Patiniott, Doug Temperley,

Jack Burgess, Claire Brophy, Elsie Thornley, Teny Fhert, Bric
Norris, Roy Eas%aa, fivahame Oosewinckel, Albert Sheppherd, Jack
Guthrie, Dick Christoffersen, Cec Watsonm, Edgar Harcourt, Phil
Harris, Charles Carthew, Cray McDonald, Alan Ritchie, Bruce
Collett, Norm Harris, Jim Shore, Charlie Raecke, Joe Holmes,
"Wick" Creswick, George Maltby, Paul Borg, Vin S5im, George Scott,
Bob Reeks, Fred Doolette, Ron Flood, Randy Payne, Harry Stone,
Alec Cilia, AIf Agius, Ted Gunning, John Rowley, Cyril Vahtrick,
sert Waugh, Matt Jobson, Edgar Appleton, Philip Geeves, Ron
Beecham, Tom Hughes, George Schultz, Allan Gourlie, Brian Woods,
Nick Hasscu, Audrey Xeenan, Betty Leweniec, Tom Heatley, Jim Banks,
Jack Silecock, John Lennon, Charlie Hale, Keith Burbury, Orm Cooper,
Stan Perry, John Eales, Ron McKenzie, Barry Hemson, John Lee,
Gorden Cupit, Jack Wnittsker, Joe Collister, George Ventura,
“prax’ Horrocks, Keith Wilmot, Mick Weod, Derek Jolly, Val Moore,
Kent ¥rickson, Jim Davis and Tony Hanson,

gueensiand

This meeting was held in the 0.7.C, Manager's office in Brisbame on
18th May, 1978 with the following in attendance:

Jim Banks, Dick Christoffersen, & nning, Eric Cramp,

Allen Cox, Paddy (arrett, Alan Jomes, Dean lLaws, John Marshall,
John Norvis, Gsorge Scoft, Vince 5im, Fablan h&t%erland, Harry
Sutrherland, John Stubbs, Bob Webster a vigitor, Keith
Walsham {(from 0.T.C. Sydney).

¥ from the N,S5.¥W.
f Motion to admit
rther with an

r 15 years. The

zd and as 4
sssociation, the members vot 4 unanimou £
Associate Members after 20 yea T
amendment teo the Motionm t
meeting was followed By 2 bu

#. They went sven
‘emale Associates af
rich and the usual chit
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& held their Anpual Genersl Meeting in COTC
0 in attendance. A welcome visitor was Dick
Christoffersen, Director nistration), C.T.C. The Notice of Motion for
azsociated membershin aft O years® service was passed unanimously, Office
hearers elecbeé for the forthcoming vear were President - Bill Bently,

Secrets - Charles Carthew, Treasurer - Jack MeGrory, Committee - Bill Uwins,
Allan Va~~§ B11: Shea and Les Foley, Auditors Lovett and Stan Silver.
The meeting was followed by the usual convi cgether over a glass of
ale.

The Victorian As
House om 26th May, 1978 wi
{




"T bet you would like to have been a fly on the wall at the
Public Service Club last night, when the Cable Veterans'
Association had 2 reunion.

They are the men who sent and received our early cables
long before overseas wireless and the Overseas
Telecommunications Commission were heard of.

Last night they talked of old times and of years at iso-
lated stations on tiny izlets in the Pacific and Indian
Oceans.,

The oldest tick-taker present was Cecil Short, 95, who
operated Morse code telegraph machines in the 19th
century from {able Bay, N.Z,

Cecil, said to be Prince Alfred College's oldest living
old scholar, was an operator in all Australian capitals,
N.Z. and the Far Fast,

Dick Evans, £5, who did his cable telegraphy stints in
Australia, South-Fast Asia and the Far East, recalls a
lonely vigil long ago on little Fanning Island, in the
Pacific. The post has long since been abandoned to the
coconut palms.

arhist on Cocos Island about

CLiff Birks, B5 was a telag
the Fmden soen affer the cutbreak

the time the Sydney sank
of World War I.

T
4
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fardley Horrocks, 72, the Cable Veterans' president, savs
the asscciation now has onily 2C members. Eardley is a
grandnephew of explorer John Ainsworth Horrocks, first
settler in the Clare Vallev, afrer whom Horrocks Pass in
the Flinders Ranges is named.

The first cable company was the Fa
premises, Electra House, still stan
Hall in King Willlam Street,

stern Extension, whose
id opposite the Town

Then followed Cable snd Wireless Ltd., which was replaced
32 years ago by 0.7.C.

Two senior 0.T.C. officers came from Sydnev for last
night¥s reunion,”

"1

tioned were Dick Christoffersen,

The twe szenior 0.T.C. officers men
Director (Marketing), both

Director (Administration) and Randy Payne, ;
Veterans from the ¥New South Wales Association who gave a2 short talk on
present day communications which all in atrrendance found full of interest,

In addition te those mentioned abave in attendance were
Graham Little, George Rowe, g I » Geolf Cox, Ken
Springbett, Harry Colliver, Whisford, Zeith Cox and
Ron Ward.




Edgar Appleton

Edgar coliapsed on the golf course on 7¢h June which was gquite a shock
to his lgea%he who had seen him so well and full of life a few days earlier.
He coﬁmtnceé his communications carser in the R.AVALF. in 1947 in radar. Also
during the War he served in Pacific Island as as Officer in Charge of a
snit where he seb up point-to-point commun ions with the Austrailan mainland,
and VHF circuilts to aircraft. He joined b Senior Cowmmunications Officer
in 1949 where his duties comsisted of training other members of that service in
seradio work. In addition, he prepared a monthly publication of frequencies
used by aircraft radic operators on Pacific and Eastern ;ilghts. A couple of
vears later, Edgar was promoted to Senior ?nglnser where his job entailed
setting up, developing and controlling DCA Technician ?rglﬁlng Schools. In
1965 he transferred from DCA to O.T.C. w&ere he held Engineering positions and
rose to Director (Operations). This post he held until his retirement on health

grounds last yesar.

[f23
[5W

Nick Macride

{’)

Nick Macrides died im Perth on the &4th July after 13 years of happy
retirement. He joined the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company in 1920 at
Darwin and served at that station as Manager's Clerk and Telegraphist until the
bombing of the Darwin Cable Station by the Japanese in April 1942, He was then
sent to rhe Melbourne Operating Room in a clerical capacity in the accounts
section and later transferred to te;& raph dot

feg, In 1954 Nick was transfer-
red to Cotrtesloe where he was aphist until his retirement on the
Jlst August, 1963. He is suy & Fisra and two daughters,
Harrv Colliver
t avan, Harry Coliiver (80), passed away a couple of weeks
after irs t dance azt the Seuth Avstralian Association Annual Gemeral
Meeting. Harry joined the service in 1%9is and served on a number of stations.
At the time of the takeover by 0.T.C., he was Manager at Suva. He retired from
the service im 18533,
Perc Sellar
Perc Sellar passed away on the Z&th September after a relatively short
illness. Up to that time he had been a very energetic man and always had a
morning swim and run along the besch at his home on the Gold Coast.

Peve commenced his career in 1912 as a telegraph messenger in
Melhourne and after a few months obtained a ilob as & messenger with the Pacific
Cable Board. At that time the staff of the PCB in Melbourne consisted of Perc
and two othe The offi incressed in size in 1916 when it wes transferved
to Qusen Str and a telegraph land line installed. e nassed the telegraph-
iat examinati tn 16720 snd was transferred to Sydney to learn cable techniques.
His first posting after graduation was Southpert. After 3 vears at Southport
he was transferred back to Melbourne where he remained until 1233, He then
became a D/N Pensioner as a result of redundancy following the ama igamation of
the PCR and Eastern conpanies.

vy and moved to Mudgeeraba
ith the war in progress in 1940
ded¢ to return to communications and

tere decided that he had had
{Gueensiand) where he Da
and the shovtage of man




joined the Brishane Post Office where he served frowm 1940 to his second
N3

retirement in 1964,

In the later vears of his 1ife, Perc was ar ardent bowler buf as
a younger man ne undertook more strenuocus sports, mainly wrestling and
boxing. He represented Queensland in the «?tzenai Games in Brisbane in 1929,
Also in the State Championships he carried off 2 gold medals and was runner
83

up on another occasion. He was alse runner up in Adelailde in 1936, While

serving at Southport, Perc instructed wrestiing and boxinz classes and the
lads under his instructlon during the 3 vaars of his stav all won a State
Championship. He was also Secretarv of the Cricket Club for the full 3
years and vice Captain and Manager of the South Coast team participating in

the country competitions held in Brisbane. On occasions he topped the batting
averages. In addition, Perc was a prominent member of the Southport Surf
Life Saving Club winning besch events and participating in rescues,

Mick Treacy
4 kbbb e i 305

vother of Matt
&2,

Frank MeCormack

™
13
<

also passed on in J rank
ar with the PMC Department in 1922, He
by 19 vears with the Fastern Extenzion
worked very hard in the

<

. He was alss renowned as a

commenced nis communica
then joined PCB for
znd 10 with O,.7.C.

éar%v dayvs on t%é now

Arthur Metthews, the Cottesloe handy man and Jack-of-all-trades
passed away in July. "Matt” came to Australia from the U.K. at the age of
16 and worked on various farms in the Great Southern District, some of the
farm duties including fencing and clearing virgin bush., Matt said clearing
by hand earnt him 31.00 an acre, fence post noles - a penny per hole and
& bored holes in a post for a penny. He sevrved in the lst World War with
the 10¢h Light Horse Regiment in Egypt and on return from service resumed
farming, carting wool to the railhead. On coming to the big smoke in 1932,
e worked for the Novth Freemantle Town Council then Greenkeeper at the
Cottesloe Golf Cilub. 1In 1938 he was entic 1 I ble Company where
he did maintenance duties and helped in lo g rs. His hobbies
included rifle shooting and fishing. It i & any Christmas
functions held at Cottesloe could nast have b it not been for the work
carried out by Matt and his little helper, Pat.

a very well known
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morse by means of lamps across the valley. Harry followed up his morse

practice in the Manchester Department of a retail store to the consternation

of management who blamed the neises on rats. With Eric, he joined the Marconi
School of Wireless in Sydney in 1914 under George Apperley and did some of

their morse practice in the Bow of the Mosman Ferry. As soon as they were trained
they were conscripted by the navy to man the merchant fleet. Harry's first ship
was the "Zealandia'. This being the days of the quenched spark gap transmitters.
Harry remained at sea until the mid=20's when he was transferred to the AWA
laboratory in Melbourne. In the early planning days of the "Beam" Harry was
selected to go to London to train the initial operators and to set up procedures
etc. He was back in Australis for the opening in 1927 and was posted to the

new Rockbank receiving station. He was later transferred to the Fiskville
Transmitting Centre where he rose to Engineer-in-Charge. After just on 20 vears
at Rockbank and the takeover by 0.T.C. Harry was transferred to the Engineering
Aranch of Head O0ffice and later was promoted to a position of Assistant to the
Ceneral Manager. At the time of his retirement, Harry was the Australian
Representative on the Commonwealth Telecommunications Board in London. Om
returning from London, Harry was employed for a short period on researching

the history of G.T.C.

Ir retirement, Harry spent a number of years at Nambucca, New South
Wales Worth Coast and only in the last couple of years returned to Sydney where
he took up residence near his daughter at Collaroy. Harry was one of nature's
gentlemen and will be sadly missed by all his colleagues.

Ta Pasture

Eileen Haran

Zileen retired from 0,T.C. in July after 28 vears' service. She
initially started at the Telegraph accepting office where her duties consistad
of typing and clerical work for the Supervisor, Tom Pattinson and later Jack
Ty

Lawman'' Heathershaw. She subsequently graduated to the Staff Section where

she became so well known as the Leave Clerk. 1In the latter years Elleen was
promoted to a higher level Clerical Assistant in the Industrial Relations
Section., FEileen was always an exceptional worker who strived for 1207 and her
popularity was in evidence by the mumber of colleagues who attended her farewell

presentation.

UK., Visitors

Chris Fox, who was & member of our Melbourne Assoclation, advised a
change of address to a new bungalow situated at 10 Tithe Green, Rustington, West
Sussex, BN1& 3Q¥, Telephone Rustington {090-62 6094). He and his good wife,
Barbara, are always pleased te see any of our members over in the old dart and
is prepared to assist them in any way for a better stay in his country. Those
who have met Chyis have found him a very pleasant gentleman and well worth the
effort of lookk YD .

The Fannine Isiland Defence Force (bv Jack Cuthrie)

Recentlv, while sorting through some old papers, 1 came across two
letters T veceived back in 1968 from the 0ffice of the Resident Commissioner,
Tarawa, Gilbert and Ellice Isiands. These letters were teplies to a query of

P L.
mine regarding the official record and standing of the Fanning Island Defence
Force and fts ex-membars.
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raised at AWA's Marconi School of Wireless in Melbourne when Miss
Smith appeared on the doorstep to begin the course she had success-
fully applied for (without specifically saying she was of the
gentler sex) but they were too polite to indicate anything other
than a genuine welcome to a new student. Twenty months of tough
theory and practical followed, financed unaided from a rapidly
emptying purse,

Having graduated in 1951, Miss Smith found some scepticism and few
job opportunities at sea. None of them came her way. Her chance
came on a trip to Sydney in the same vear, and when she returned to
Melbourne she had one month to tidy up her shore affairs before
joining the Karuah,

Home on a visit to Adelaide, she finally broke the news to her
family as a fait accompli. Having being "scared stiff" of her
parents finding out while she was doing the course, she was vastly
relieved at the astonished approval the news aroused."

Personal News

Good wishes to Ron Waugh in his business venture. Ron recently
resigned from the Traffic Section of SOR after 40 years' service. For the
last few years he has held the position of MRS Co-ordinator. For the uninitiat-
ed, MRS is the computerised system associated with telegraph switching.

Fedrdedededededrdededehks

A recent visitor to Sydney was Dud Treliving now living in South
Australia. Dud renewed his acquaintance with a number of Veterans whilst in
Sydney.

2. SunEaatsntoade sbeatuatondnatnnd,
R RSO RIRIVERRR

Our deepest sympathy to Ken Walker (Sydney) on the tragic death of
his son in a motor cycle accident,
Todlefedededededodedetet
Congratulations to ALf Agius and his good wife, Lydia, on the
celebration of their Golden Wedding. The Golden Wedding celebrations was
a family affair, the evening initially at their daughter's place with a home
mass, and afterwards close relatives joined them at a memorable celebration
organised by their son and daughter,

L

Font EYRCINUICINE SO0 O 0 S |
PR TR R R R BRI

Ye old mariner Dave Fleming has completed another world trip.
These appear to be coming up annually. He always manages to include Ireland
in his itinerary and look up old friends.

Fededededrdodolededededede

Congratulations to Veteran Randy Payne on his election as Vice
Chairman of the Board of Covernors of Intelsat. Randy hes had 2 wide ex-
perience in C&W and O,T.C. and presently holds the important position of
Director (Marketing} of 0.T.C.
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Philip Geeves appeared recently in a showing of "This is Your Life"
which featured country and western star, Reg Lindsay. Philip was Manager of
2¢H at the time that Reg broke into broadcasting. Not only has Philip an
ideal broadcasting voice but he is alsc photogenic.

Sevirddriolefede R it

National Secretary, Charles Carthew, who busily fills in his time
with National and State Veterans' matters, Masonic activities, entertainment as
a magician, has now taken on another project 2 days a week listening to and

helping 8 to 10 year old youngsters in their reading, spelling and writing at
the Clayton State Primary School.

Sedrdedede itk

Veterans way back will remember J.M. Martin whose signature appeared
on the wireless operator Certificate of Proficiency in those days. Jack is now
the grand old age of S1.

dededeeRedriiohdedeok

Victorian member, Jim Taylor, recently flew from Melbourne to Perth,
then up to West Australian coast via ports en-route to Broome, thence to
Darwin, inland to Alice and home again. Not only a holiday plus but away from
the mid-winter of Melbourne.

dedfedevesedededeiole ik

Veteran, Matt Treacy (85) jets up to Queensland each year for the
Rrisbane Cup - motors down weekly from Warburton to Preston - speaks and writes
Ttalian - plays bowls - tends his vegetable garden - an active chap and always
cheerful.

FeveTedededeede e doink

Brian Morrell visited Sydney and Melbourne on recreation leave and
looked up a number of his old colleagues. Brian, being a railways enthusiast,
spent the majority of his holiday time touring around the country.

Fedede iR dedee

Bert Edwards returned home after several operations and is slowly
becoming fit again after being on the serious list for some time. Tt is under-
stood that not being able to adjourn to the Southport Yacht Club for his daily
constitutional is apparently not improving his temper.

FeffedrfeicdeRedefedeiede

Harry Oates (CRS) is now in the Free Mason's Home at Sandgate,
Brisbane, and would be pleased to see any of his old friends should they be up
that way.

Fededededededodedededodede

South Australian member, Dick (Longun) Evans was in Sydney looking
up old friends on his way back from a winter holiday in Northern Queensland,

B
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Paddy Garrett remains very active both as port meteorological agent
for Queensland and keeping his home ship-shape. Paddy is a very fine chef
and undertakes a remarkable amount of entertainment.

Fededrirdedede e ok de ey

Dean Laws is still at sea as a Marine R/O. They get it easy at sea
these days and he spends half the year on paid recreation leave. No wonder
there is a shortage of ships for Marine R/0's with such good conditions. Must
make the old marine man now in the coastal radio very envious,

Fededededododededededodek

Bob Webster looks particularly fit and well, no doubt due to breathing
the clean air on his property at Mudgereeba (behind the Gold Coast).

ddrirlededefe b dedeteke

Eric Cramp is enjoying his retirement on Bribie Island. His life
is centred around big fish and brewing "the best beer in Queensland™.

Fedededodededededofokdek

Harry Stewart, after many years of indecision as to the benefits of
tropical and temperate climates, has finally moved out of Sydney and settled
down in Canberra. You don't get cheaper taxation in the Capital City, Harry.

o e

Ray Wood (Doonside) has now retired to St. Hubert's Island, that
exclusive residential paradise on Brisbane waters.

Fedededededrdedrieinte dek

Fabian Sutherland was seen in the 0.7.C. staff cafeteria with old
Sydney colleagues, Fabian looked extremely well no doubt due to the Gold
Coast sun tan.

PR vl ooy

Rocky Gordon (Mannum, S,A.) has had a couple of bouts of prneumonia
resulting in daily visits to the hospital where, in his own words, the nurses
thump hell out of his back trying to remove the muck from his iung.

Fefedrfededede ik ek

Congratulations to Veteran Well Donoghue on becoming a Granny.

Yoo de i dede vt

Sorry to hear that Harold White was hospitalised in Vancouver
recently and had to abandon an extensive itinerary of international meetings.

defededesededrile i dededr

The father of octogenarian Veteran, Claude Waite, kept a diary of
his interesting life as a geologist, particularly during 1894~1927 when in
New Zealand, for it was then that he worked with Scott and Mawson at
Macquarie Tsland, This valuable diary is to be preserved and kept in the
family.
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Best wishes to Bill Jenvey who recently spent a short time in the
Bateman's Bay Hospital. It is heard-tell that the nurses at this small country
hospital are worth being sick for.

Ertraborafmatocton, () £,
i i A i S S e S

The local Covernment, Sawawsk, Borneo, asked the family of our
late-esteemed colleague, E.W. Newell, to supply photos, etc, relating to the
1ife of this so well known and remembered cable station personality at Brunei,
for Ned Newell was well versed in local folk lore and dialects. Fortunately
O0.T.V.A.{A) was able to help per medium of the "scrap book" now re-bound and
kept ready forreference at the Latvobe National Library, Melbourne.

dedededededododededelede

When the letter from Mrs. Mary Ross to the General Manager, OTC(A),
was brought to the notice of Mrs, Jean fdwards, (nee Constable, Secretary to
the late Sir Ernest Fisk) by the Ceneral Secretary, Jean was very pleased and
immediately wrote to her colleague of so many years ago and duly received six

pages in reply. This correspondence proved most welcome and certainly mnostalgic.

dedededededrfodeiolededed

Vereran Allan Vagg has & most interesting diavy authentic in detail
and prized by the family of a relative who actually worked on the mnow historic
Adelaide to Darwin overland telegraph project im 1872. Allan has promised to
let the Ceneral Secretary have a copy for inclusion in 0.7T.V.A.(A) archives.

frak, LIS Fant,
PR AT WRTRRW

Another visitor to Sydney was Harclid B
ni a

o urdett (BEx-Cottesloe)., Harold
spends most of his time bowling and gardeni i

nd ig in very good shape.
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Kath Morgen, touring U.K. and the Continent for the last 12 months,
reports that she will be home for Christmas.

TamErnnnta nbandualor ol Saatesdend
Oy i e e il e

Good tripping to Jim Rodda and wife, Joyce, on his retirement. They
are heading North by cavavan and hope to travel initially around Australia.
Jim joined 0.T.C. after service with the RAAF as one of the "Rehab" boys. He
saw 31 years with 0.T.C. which included SCR, Pacific Cable Statioms and
Paddington, Jim, a good all-round sportsman, was sutstanding for the Sydney
0.T.C. cricket team at Wagga and in the Public Service comp. He played first
grade cricket as a spacialist batsman for a time with Glebe, scoring 88 in his
initial First grade match.

pra e t i e A )
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"Firstly I would like to thank yourself and other members for
forwarding me your Newsletter which gives me pleasure to peruse.
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I thought it would be of interest to yourself and other members to
hear from me as 1 am, as far as can be found, the only living operator
who was stationed at D.B. (Doubtless Bay Mangonui).

I joined the PCB at D.B. in 1909, The Superintendent then was Smith.
We were using a separate morse line to Auckland and the N.7. Govt.
received a pro rata rate on all messages transmitted over same.

After being on abstracts for a year T managed to qualify and face

the necessary exams etc. I can thank the senior operators for this;
and then one of the junior operators was accidently shot and died

the day after being shot by a chap named Wilkinson from U.K. The
operator was Theo Bullance. I was given a month's trial of operating
and as error percentage was OK was put on as an operator and Milward
who was then manager in Pacific at Sydney granted me an operator's
salary, but said I would have to complete the two years before I

was to sign the Cable Bd staff agreement. We transmitted all the
PCB international Cablegrams etc. from Sydney. The Cable from
Sydney to DB was connected on shore to the cable going north to Suva,
Norfolk Fanning and BC. In 1912 we shifted to Auckland (AK) a cable
was laid from Mangonui DB around the coast to Auckland and into the
PO doing away with the land line and morse. When the second war was
on the cable was lifted out at sea and joined there instead of it
lying buried ashore at DB. We were really comfortable at DB having
good guarters. Tennis court, hall, billiard room and smoke room
with a piano which sometimes was treated to a glass of beer, The
Mangonui Hotel was three or four miles away so a person going in
hired a horse as in places the road was knee deep in mud. Often a
riderless horse would return to the Station and half an hour later
over the hill would appear its rider staggering along mud from head
to foot. The usual procedure was to dump him in the bath, into
pyjamas and if he was required on shift someone would do his shife.

I left AKX, and went away in the 1914 turnout with the 3rd AMR as

& trooper, When in Egypt I met one of your men who must have left
from Ausie as he was with the 2nd ALH. His name was Joe Neritt and
he was in the AK office with me at one time. 1In those days it was
mostly keying work or using the old two punching irons to perforate
the tape which we put thro' the old machine to go thro' on relay,

I was often on the Sydney circuit with one of your old veterans,
Nuts Evans., Sometimes sending and also receiving. I returned from
the war, after being wounded a couple of miles from the Port of
Jerusalem (Jaffa) per hospital and arrived three days prior to peace
being declared. 1 applied for reinstatement but the Board's Dr.
cauld not pass me as the piece is still is me under the spine and
my next station was Fanning or Bamfield,

I had it in black and white on a form with the PCB monogram whete
they put me down as a deserter for leaving the Company in the hour
of need as it takes two years o train a Cabhle Cp. and only 3
months to train a soldier.

My next birthday T will be 85 and altho I am 2 double amputee I
have been to several of the Veteran Cablemens' reunions hers but
did not attend the last one.

Bill Craig who was Superintendent of Cable and Wireless after they
amaigamated at AK was my sheet boy when I 1zft to zo overseas. Tom
Condon who is at present having a holiday in the Fijian Islands
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often comes to have a chat with me,also Ray Sextie before his demise.

T do not think that there are any of the old operators who were at
the AK station in my days alive today. The "Iris" was the Cable Ship
in use during my period with the PCB. There are many amusing inci-
dents that happened at DB but I expect you are already tired of
reading my scrawl.

Caod health and best wishes to all your Veterans of the O,T.V.A."

Historical Information

Included in this Newsletter is a form for Veterans to list down their
experience and places served. This information comes in very handy at times
when we have requests.

Two recent examples of this being:

{a) a request by the Department of the Northern Territory for
information on an old cable staff cottage located on Lot
624 The Esplanade, and

(b} information on the locality of a cable station in the Cape
York Peninsula.

The request for Darwin Is still current and your Editor, Gordon Cupit,
0.T.C., Box 7000 G.P.O., Sydney, would be pleased to hear from any of our
members who have any information on the history etc. of the cottage, The
Department of Northern Territory have been given the names of a few who have
served at Darwin and they may be contacting independently those on the list.

In the case of the cable station at Cape York Penimsula, the request
came from the National Museum of Victoria who were seeking the exact location
where the last of a rare type of bandicoot was found in Northern Cape York.
The original reference ""Northern Cape York. Type from Utingu, others from
Cable Station - Collected 20th September, 1912 by Robin Kemp.'" Some time back
Dave Fleming filled in a members' particulars form which revealed that he
joined the PMG's Department at Thursday Island in 1905. He was able to give
the information that an under-sea cable went from Thursday Island to Horn
Tsland thence to the top of Cape York Peninsula and landed in an avea Utingu.
The resulting letter from the Assistant to the Curator of Vertebrates, National
Museum of Victoria to our General Secretary, speaks for itself.

"Dear Mr. Certhew,

Thank you for sending me the letter you received from one of your
mewbers in Sydney. I have taken a copy of this letter and am
returning the original.

I cannot over-emphasise how much help the information Mr., Dave
Fleming supplied has been., Miss Dixon, the Curator of Vertebrates
at the Mational Museum of Victoria has just completed a paper on
the different species of short-nosed bandicoots in Australia and
wil! be presenting this at the Second International Teriological
Congress in Brno, Czechoslovakia next week. Though we were able
to find out from references and old maps that the cable station was
at the top of Cape York Peninsula, we found no mention of Utingu.
When we had exhausted our resources, 1t was most reassuring te re-
ceive the details Mr. Fleming remembered. This was especlally
useful for Miss Dixon's distribution map. She has now been able
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to mark the site where the first bandicoot of specific type was
collected, GShe will be offering this paper for publication s¢ the
tocality of Utingu will be clear for the future and not lost, as is
much important historical information as the pioneers pass away.

I would be most grateful if you would thank vour members for me,
particularly Mr. Fleming. Tt must have taken a great deal of time
and effort to contact them all and explain any query and vet vyou
were able to answer ii very promptly, luckily before Miss Dixon
left for Europe.

Thank you so much.

Fanning Island

Tomi Condon {Auckland) is always good for a story on Fanning Island
and his more or less up-to-date version of the Island is interesting.

"Something about my beloved Fanning which may be of interest to many
whe served there. There are no British authorities in residence on
Fanning unless you count Mr. Palmer and Mr. Fleetwood who are Manager
and Assistant Manager vespectively of the copra plantation but since
this Phil Palmer is now retired and living in Nerthern Queensland.
There is in addition a representative of the Gilbert and Ellice
Colony, a Gilbertese who seems to have some sav on who can land at
Famning, inspects Passports, etc.

Burns Philp operates the topra plantation. There is a three monthly
schedule of a copra boat operated by, I believe, the Bank Lime. A
Coasi Guard comes about once a vear and air connections are much more
frequent. Marty Vitcusek {Dr.} fiies down a2 couple of months a vear
from Honolulu stays for a week and then comes back. 'Lucky buggar®.
There will also be & boat operating Washington, Jarvis, Malden etc.
shortly. Vitousek carries out research at Fanning who belongs to
the Hawaii Imstitute of CGeophvsics of the University of Hawaii and
is more oft than not at Fanning for there is guite a Tsynami program
there. There is a caretaker for the Cable Station and marine
biologists go along somewhat Infrequently now.

Christmas Island's copra plantation is Tun by a different sutfit to
that at Fanning and Dr. Philip Helfrich of the Hawaii Institute of
Marine Biclogy has plans for a brine shrimp operation at Christmas.
At Fanning the tennis court still is in operation and has a new fence
now. C&W took all the equipment from the rvecreation hall. The Ping
Pong table has been replaced but the billiard table still remains.
The library has been built up. Movies are held inside now instead
of outside. The wooden houses are gone but the concrete ones still
stand. There is quite a good road {(coral) to Pnglish Harbour while
a "jeep'" road connects Novth Passage to Whalers Anchorage, PERL
International Airport is situated astride the Island from Hicknell
Point to the lagoon st the South end of the oid Guanc area.

The new name for the Cable Station is the Pacific unﬂta?ial Beseavch
Laboratory of the University of Hawail. The airstrip is of grass,
2006 feet lon ng an 1d is being extended ts LO00 feets that is the total
width of the i1sland at that point. Dr. Vitcusek fliies a small twin
Piper Aztec aircralft from Homnolulu.
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Veterans beught the folliowing informat
could also help te refute the rumour
detrimental Hugh started !
Australian Naval Resevrve and was sent
Radio Station (VIS) on the 20th June,
Lamb (ome of nature’s gentlemen) was 1
arrived later as part of the regular s
transferred to Garden
work. Bob Freeman was

nyevious eé
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the petty offic

island Radio (VKG)

newsletier on the Marconi

Hugh Tavior. He states that he
sxposurse to RF radiation is
career as a member of the Royal
With cthers to the Pennant Hills Naval
1917 as the war emergency station. Jim
n charge. Dick Bettison and Roy Symons
taff. In Kovember, 1518, Hugh was

which was doing the coast station

er in charge of that station. In April,

1919, Hugh sailed with Charlie Donn on the HMAT Bakara A4l bringing troops
back to Auszyalia, He joined AWA in 1%7L1.

He asks if any of the members ever heard of the "OP" who went ashore
in Melbourne and asked Harry Lamb for half a dozen of those early Expanse
"B valves and was told they were out of stock., "Well”, he said, "give us a
hurricane lamp then' .

page from the diary
Wireless Operator

During the early 1950"s the Melbourne Training School became the
lunich hour meefing place of Wireless House persomnel prepared to meet and
listen te intsresting people from the cutzide worid.

Shell and Vacuum Oil, many

known public {dentities, were only t
thelr own eqguipment and illustrate o
projects.

The Pelic
system; the State Ele
Coal Development; The
Command; The Antarcti
c...all most interestis

On transfery Guest t te 0.7.0. House in Lonsdale Street
ssion Group, &s scame kn continued on with the addition of a
table tennis it G.T.C. Sporte and Social Club
They certainly
£7 e 2
Lanadlan Hams
From Telegliobe, Canads we heve informetion of the [ollowing "Hams”




o1 their staff,

Robin Applewhalte, VE7VDFI; Brian Dickenson, VE7BEQ; Martin Dunsmuir,
VE7BDF; Bill Parker, VE7IX; Bob Thorburn, VE7AUI; Ron Holtheff, VEZRK,
BDave Carter, VE7AQN; Phil Howard, VE7BNX; Jean Achim, VEZATL: Joe
Bowman, VEZRJ; Lanny Conroy, VEZAZK; Peter Statham, VEZAAP; Tonm
Archer, VE3BXZ:; Dick Bird, VE2X0O; John Cook, VEZ0G; Bob Scott, VETVE,

The last four om the list are Veterans and one in particular,
Boh Scott, is the Publicity Officer for their Vetevans' Asscciation. He is in
constant touch with your Editor and has written a couple of vary good books on
British Columbia.

Relics
Thanks to Ted O'Donnell for donmating his old "Bug” key {(purchased
second hand in 1933 and used ever since), books and valuable old photographs
to the Veterans' archives and museum. Of particuler interest were photographs
of the demolition of Balsillie mast at Cooktown in 1926,

Hercus Clark {By John Lee}

When Hugh "Hercus" Clark passed away in 1977 Telecommunications
Veterans lost another of its colourful characters. Though I worked with him
in Cable & Wireless' Spring Street Operating Room in the 1930g it wasn®t until
I was transferred to Suva in 1943 that I came to appreciate his true worth.

Here on his own stamping-ground his friendly advice was of tremendous
assistance to the newcomer not only iﬂ the office where the hours were long and
the work-load overwhelming, but the off-duty hours where Suva's hard-drinking
society offered manv pitfalls to the unwary.

In those days (1943} Hercus was th raxd nossessor of an Austin ¢
with a retractable roof ~ the onlv one of it ind in Suva at that time. Af
a couple of gins he would maintain that his car could go anywhere and he prove
this by getting it intc some very awkward places. The old Suva Post Office h&d
verandahs round three sides, supported by posts and elevated three or four steps
above street level. On a downtown trek early one morning we were surprised to
see Hercus' car parked (unattended) on the Post Office verandah. How he bucked
it up those steps and turned 1t behind the verandah posts where clearance was
minimal I will never know. He told me that around 9 am that morning he received
a ‘phone call from the Postmaster, "All right, Hercus, vou have proved vour
point, now come and take the damn car away.’
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He was prepared to bet any strangey that he could steer his Austin
with his feet. He did this by removing his shoes and socks, sliding the roof
open, sitting on the rvoof with his legs down through the opening and locking
his feet threough the bars of the steering wheel. Some other party had to mani-
pulate gears, accellerator and brakes. Pretty scary for the passengers!

and after many months
us the chance to kick
ew untii 10 nuo.

4id not and there was
ve the rvemaining
raeplied, "lLeave

There was a vigid curfew in Suva during
of restriction a dance at the Crand
up our heels., The auvthorities were going
Cable and Wireless® staff had curfew passes hut our wiv
o way we were going to give the dance away at 10 pm and lea
hours to Military personnel. We put the problem to Eerc w&&
to me."
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We were introduced to one of the rites of China - tea drinking - a
young woman wearing the familiar short pigtails, baggy pyiama suit poured tea
into large cups which had lids to keep the tea hot.

Canton has two million people and 1.99 million bicycles with a bell
attached and they are constantly rung. The few buses and cars honk their way
through the bikes bleating like sick cows. Our two buses landed us at the Tung
Fang Hotel which is, in part, English designed 1909, Rus=zian built 1959, the
new part has a modern look but that is about all - the plumbing still left much
to be desired compared with western standards,

We met our International Guides Madame Lu, Madame Chang and Professor
Lee who were to accompany us throughout our tour, also local guides Mr. Yeh
and Mr. Hwang who introduced us to the local leaders of the factories, museums
and commune sections we were to visit,

At each place we visited the format was the same, we were ushered
into a meeting room plied with green or jasmine tea then given a "briefing"
which ran like this:-

(a) this factory (museum, commune - whatever) was a disgrace to humanity
when it belonged to the imperialist landowners etc.

(b) it was badly managed, produced poorly had lousy conditions for workers
before the cultural revolution

(¢} since "gang of four" have been ostracised and the teachings of Mao
have been followed, the --whatever-- has improved considerably

(d) with the pure thoughts of Chairman Mao now being followed by our
glorious workers,production has and will continue, to increase

LA Py i

Sometimes this "brief briefing" lasted 30 minutes, sometimes an hour

Or more.

Nightlife was practically non-existant throughout China and ocur ex-
cursions after dark comsisted of two visits to restaurants, a movie at the
Tung Fang Hotel, a first class acrobatic show at Shanghai, and some late night
shopping.

One of the two restaurants was at Canton, the "Horn of Plenty at the
Hanging Gardens", the menu had 14 courses with as much beer, plum wine and
MAO-TAIS which is 115 proof graln spirit-promptly renamed WHITE LTGHTNING. The
food was excellent - Pijui (beer) good, even at room temperature - plum wine
sweet and palatable - MAO-TAI - KA-BOOM!!

One problem was to get to the bottom of & glass, as soon as a sip or
swallow was taken, the glass was refilled and the only way to empiy was to gulp
it down and turn the glass over - or give up sipping.

The other restaurant was the famous "BEI-YUAN PEKING DUCK™ where the
main course - along with 15 others ~ was Peking Duck and vyou zet “evervthing
but the quack™. We supped on ducks liver, heart, brains and even the webbing
between the toes - which were a bit chewy. We all soon became very adept at
using chop sticks and even able to select the smallest delicacies rhat were
served - fish eves, duck brains, etc.

The visit to the Acrobatic show at Shanghai was one of our nighlighes,
it was & 2 hour mon-stop performance of top grade acrobats, balancing and



animal acts. The tvoag has only heen recently reformed after it was disbanded
by the “gang of four’ whe had the idea that any form of artistry was "contrary

to true Communism’ .

The museum at Changshas had on display the 2100 year old woman dating
from the Western Han Dymasty (206B.C.-24 A.D.), the corpse, coffin and furniture
are all marvelously pregerved« Relics from the tomb included 50 pieces of
clothing, silk fabrics, 180 pieces of lacgquerware, 50 pieces of pottery, musical
instruments, 162 moad@% figurines and many other avtifacts. The woman was about
50 years old and so perfectly preserved that doctors were able to conduct an
autopsy and remeove her organs and stomach contents.
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The visit to the mountain vesort of Loshan, where only P.R.C. persons
who are rewarded for ”gso‘ work™ are allowed to heolidav for one or two days,
was a revelation for the inhabitants and us. The sight of the rvound-eyed,
high-nosed westerners omething that some locals had never ssen, we were
the first outsiders Lo for many vears and mothers held their wide-eyed,
open mouthed children up to us for a closer lock at the strange sight. The
views from thisc retvear ware breathtaking and it leosked as though we were on top
of the worlid - we were 1,400 metres high. The road to the resort was about 50
kilometres with over 400 bends and took 1 million coolies 10 months to comstruct.

We arrived at Shanghai after a train vide of 15 hours, wow what a change,
stayed at the Chiang Chang Hotel - formerly the Cathay Mansioms - working plumb-
ing, ice water, celd beer. Some of the hotel staff had been there for forty
years or more and gave the best of service.

Observed an acupunciure cperation on & workers knee - removal of
cartildge - who remained conscious threughtout and immediately after the

operatiosn spoke to us.
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The foulw=up was fo last only one day then were back with the masses.

Left sarly next morning to view one of the Ming tombs about 35 km
from Peking, one of the prime tourist artractions where 13 Ming emperors lie
in tne Q%aé&w af ﬁ% entle mountaing. Only on

e tomb has been excavated, that
kgl

23 one of the poorest ¥Ming's, however, 1t was pointed
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The following day we visited the Former Imperial Palaces {Forbidden
City), covering about a fourth  and teking nearly 3 hours of viewing the royal
residences of emperors of the Ming and Ching Dynasties. A lot of the area is
being restored after the partial destruction by a number of revolutions.

Mao Tse-Tungs Mausoleum is open to all three days a week and about
10,000 people file through each day, foreign friends first, then military and
lastly the Chinese, some who have waited many hours for the doors to open at
1 PM,

Qur final museum was the Summer Palace, which was built in 17530,
sacked by British and French in 1860, rebuilt in 1888, sacked again in 1900
during the Boxer Rebellion and rebuilt in 1903 for the second time. There
are over 3,000 halls, towers, pavilions and promenades to view and at the long
promenade there sits the Marble Boat built for Empress Tzu Hdi who appropriated
money from the Navy. She liked to be on a boat but was afraid to leave the
shore, hence the magnificent Marble Boat.

Next day fly to Canton for two days then head back to the border,
Hong Kong and familiar world of 'beware of pick pocket" "cigarettes, coke,
cold beer” thrust at you at every angle by children who should have been at
school - we were back in the free enterprise system.

All of the group were impressed by thousands of peasants toiling in
nearly green fields, adorable children clapping and singing songs of praise
to Maoc. The honesty of the people and the strangeness of walking down dark
strange streets at night without fear of getting mugged.

All in a&ll an exciting adventure.

Eric E. Beehan - 4 Tribute
{By Tom Condon;

Farly in Mareh a great Morse - Cableman passed on In his beloved
Canada. FEric always had distinct leanings toward British Columbia since his
sejourn in Bamfield and it was no surprise that he chose Victoria to live and
alas eventually pass on to Higher rewards. A true Kiwi, Eric made many
friends wherever he went, either at his work or on the golf course at which
game he was a very worthy exponent. He was through many years an active member
of the Titirangi Club, Auckland, and also a member in Bc and Montreal during
his stay in those cities. Sacred Heart College, Auckland, has turned out many
very worthy citizens and Eric was one of them for after his term there he joined
the Pacific Cable Board and served In Suva, Fanning, Bamfield and Montvreal. His
Trish background showed out in his ever ready wit and on the golf course he had
the manner of a Hagen for his general demeanour was one of complete confidence.
His main characteristic, however, was his confidence in the vounger members of
the staff - the probationers whom he nurtured with loving care. The Macris
have it that when an elder or chief does die that a gilant Kaurl has fallen and
go be 1t with Eric Beehan., We will all miss him for his humcour and, unwavering
always - a colleague whose memory we will all cherish,
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Ted G'Donnell tells the story that Joe Reed during the lst World War
was a soldler in uniform and on gusrd duty at Pennant Hills., Two of th
technical staff at the station were having a conversation on the ways and means
of improving the equipment when the voice from outside velled out ‘Don't worry
about the inductance but increase the impedance’. The voice belonged to Joe

who later became one of the best known radico engineers in AWA.
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Found under the Carpet

By coincidence an 0.T.C. Cleaner brought in a copy of the Sunday

Pictorial dated 18th August, 1929 which was found as part of the padding under

& carpet.

The journalism in those days was quite amusing, particularly the

headings for the different ftems. Two items in particular which could interest
our members ared

NG LIMIT TO SYDNEY-LONDON CHAT

'A SHRINKING WORLD®

Far Apart Speskers Hear
With Perfect Clarity

HISTORIC ADVARCE

LONDON, Saturday. In a leading article headed "A Shrinking World", the
"Daily News' welcomes the remarkable development of wireless telephony
exemplified in the conversation conducted on Friday between the editor
of the Sydney "Daily Telegraph Pictorial,” Mr., F.W. Tonkin, and the
acting managing editor of the "Sun-Herald" cable services in London,
Mr. G. Innes.

The conversation is described as historic. The voices were heard as
plainly as if two London subscribers were speaking.

"Even this development, which has joined the ends of the earth, may
soon seem a rudimentary achievement,"” it is added.

"We shall not only recognise voices, but even see the faces of those
talking to us, and be present with them, as if they were bodily in the
same room. There seems to be no limit to this advance, which should
iead to an improvement In international relations."

Australia First

Australia is the first Dominion to co-operate with England in wireless
telephone experiments, a Post Officeofficial informed the "Daily News,"
but the project is being discussed with a1l the other Dominions.

An effort will be made in a2 few weeks to talk to South Africa and
India.

Engineers are experimenting with a short-wave system for commercial
wireless telephone services throughout the Empire, and the trans-
Atlantic system will probably be joined up is England with the whole
of the North American traffic, comprising business and social calls,

The revenue will cover operating and maintenance costs.

GGSSTIP OF THE TOWN

Bishton's “"Permanent Wave'

Ted Bishton, "Bish" to all the Mandated Territory, is holidaying in




Sydney. He is a wireless man of cheerful disposition and marked
popularity,

A big job of his was when, with Archie Whitbourne, he took the
Edie Creek wireless station in from Salamau Bay up through the
mountains along the dreadfy] Buyang track. The job cccupied four
weeks and necessitated the services of four hundred carriers.
"Bish" is a man of noted good humour, but he declares that the
bone-headedness of those stone age carriers gave him a permanent
wave in the head.

"Bish'" has got a plantation at Kavieng, and is going in for
coconuts.

Cable History

As a result of the articles in the last Newsletter, Hilton Robertson
has come up with the thought that a new cable was laid between Suva and Sydney
in the period around 1918-1920. It is Hilten's thoughts that there was an
undersea explosion and rather than do a repsir a new cable was laid. The cable
was not listed by Cable and Wireless and if any members have information, would
they please contact the Editor, G. Cupit, O.T.C.(A), G.P.0. Box 7000, Sydney,
2001,

Corrigendum

In reporting the history of George Brown it was wrongly reported that
he hailed originally from the cable service and transferred to the Beam on its
inauguration. George was one of those group of morse experts who came from
the Post Gffice, not the Cable Service,

A Piece of Humour

Ellis Smellie tells the story of the little boy who on his first
morning at school put up his hand and asked to leave the room. He came back
sobbing "I can't find it, T can't find it, I've lost it'. He had his
underpants on back the front.

Bonus Winners

The following extract from a 1930 edition of AWA's "Radiogram" is
most interesting and I am sure members of OTC would appraciare bonuses based
on traffic growth.

"The following are the winmers of the monthly bonus for
increased traffic returns for the months of April and
May:

April - Mr. J. Maird, 5.35. "Keolinda."
May = Mr., C. Williamson, §.5. "Taiping.”

On and after lst July, a new system was introduced, so that
results of Individual efforts would be more likely to
receive vecognition. The new system iz that a2 commission
of 257 will be paid on all accepted ship tax revenue in
excess of the monthly average of each vessel, the average
being based on the previous two vears. No commission,
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however, will be paid unless the increasa over the
monthly average amounts to 10/~ or over in the case
of passenger vessels, and 5/- or over in the case of
cargo vessels.

It will be seen that under the old system,
irrespective of the number of increases shown, only
one man received the bonus, while under the new
system, a bonus will be paid to any wireless officer
showing a certain increase in his traffic returns.”

Coming Up For Retirement

Looking forward to retirement in December are Ormie Cooper,
Deputy Manager, Paddington Overseas Terminal and Percy Day, Senior
Technical Officer, 0.T.C. Head Office. These gents have over 50 years
service and no doubt have some fine tales to tell.

Keyboard Skills

Those of cur members who were proud of thelr 50 word per minute
non-error keyboard skills would be horrified by the speeds that printed
matter is churned out by these new-fangled wordprocessors and computers.
For the uninitiated a wordprocessor is a typewriter-style device which has
storage capacity and limited memory bank. In churning out the stored
information it can record speeds of up to 700 words per minute. When the
wordprocessor gets to the end of a line there is no carriage return, it
just prints backwards every second line.

Ta the case of producing information from computers, these
phenomenal machines do not consider words per minute but produce full
lines of print. Speeds of up to 5,000 lines per minute are quite common.
Mind-boggling for us old timers.

Sparks

The founder and president of the Society of Wireless Ploneers in
the U.S., Bill Breniman, comments on a book recently published called
"Ports 0' Call'.

"The objectives of this book and the Society of Wireless
Pioneers are simple.

First, to record the colorful history and memoribilia of
the early days of Wireless. To give credit due the
hundreds of brave and dedicated men and woman who saved
thousands of iives and untold numbers of ships ... often
undaunted by the fact that sticking to their key for a
few extra seconds or minutes wight cost them thelr

lives - which in fact 1t did on too many occaslons.

In so doing, they have etched a heritage that should be
cherished by all mankind. We salute these brave men who
have brought so much honor to our profession.

The title "Sparks” is wmiversally known over the 'Seven
Seas'. This book will document their deeds for posterity.”




